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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAP. LVIH. 

Ori gin ami Numbers of the First Crusade. — Cha¬ 
racters of the Latin Princes.—Their March to 
Constantinople.—Policy of the Greek Kmperor 
Alc.cius.—Conquest of Nice, Antioch, and Jeru¬ 
salem, by the Franks.—IDeliveranee if the Iloh/ 
Sepulchre.—Godfrey of Bouillon, First King of 
Jerusalem.—Institutions of the French or Latin 
Kingdom. 

About twenty years after the conquest of Jerusa- chap. 
lem by the Turks, the holy sepulchre was visited 
by an hermit of the name of Peter, a native of The firii 
Amiens, in the province of Picardy' in France, , 

His resentment and sympathy were (yccited by his 

M Hermit. 

’ Whimsical enough is the origin of the name of Picardt, and 
from thence of Ptrartfte, which does not date earlier than A.D. liou, 

VOL. XI. B 
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THE DE('LL\^ A\D FALL 

CHAP, own injuries and the opjn'cssion of the Christian 
name; he mingled his tears witl) tliose of tlie 
patriarcli. and earnestly inquired, if no ho])es of 
relief could be entertained from the Greek emperors 
of the East. The patriarch exposed the \ ices and 
weakness of the succc'ssors of Constantine. “1 will 
“ rouse,” exclaimed the hermit, “ the martial na- 
“ tions of Fairope in your cause and Euroj)e was 
obedient to tin; call of the hennit. The astonislied 
patriarch dismissed him with ejhstles of credit and 
conqdaint; and no sooner did he land at Hari, 
than JVtcr hastened to kiss the feet of the Homan 
Itontiff. His stature was small, his a])])earance 
contemptible; but his (Te was keen and lively ; 
and he possessed that vehemence of s])('ech, which 
seldom fails to imjiart the jiersuasion of the soul . 
He was born of a gentleman’s family (for we must 
now" adopt a modem idiom), and his military 
scrtice was under the neighbouring counts of Hou- 
logite, the heroes of the first crusade. Eut he soon 
j elinquished the sw ord and the w'orld ; anti if it be 
true, that his wife, however noble, was aged and 


I( an academical joke, an epithet fir^t ajiplied to the qnariet 
some humour of those students, in the Ihiiversity of Paris, \ilio 
tame from the frontier of Pratiee and Flanders (\ .ilesii No- 
titia Galliarum, p. 447. Longtierue, Description de la Fraiici, 
p. 54.). 

William of Tyre (1. i. t. 11. p. (i37, t)38.) thu.s deseribe.s tiie 
hermit: pusilhis, persona contemjitibilrs, vivaeis mgenii, ct oculiim 
habens perspieacem gratumque, et sponte fliiens ri non deerat elo- 
quium See Albert Aquensis, p. IS.I. Cnibert, ]>. 482. Anna 
Comnena in Alexiad, I. x. )). 284, Ac. U'ith DneangeX notes, 
p ,349. 
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ugly, he might withdraw, with the lcs.s reluctance, 

■from her bed to a convent, and at length to an 
hermitage. In this austere solitude; his hotly was 
emaciated, his fancy was inflamed; whatever he 
wi.slicd, lie believed; whatever he believed, he smo 
in dreams and revelations. From Jerusalem tlie 
pilgrim returned an accomplished fanatic; but as 
he excelled in flie popular madness of the tiinc.s 
pope XTrban tlie second received him a.s a prophet, 
a]'>]ilauded his glorious design, promised to support 
it in a general council, and encouraged him to ])ro- 
elaim the deliverance of the Holy Land. Invigo¬ 
rated by the ap])robation of the pontiff’, his zealous 
missionary traversed, with speed and success, the 
p'-ovinces of Italy and France. His diet was abste¬ 
mious, his prayers long and fert ent, and the alms 
which he received with one liand, he distributed 
with the other; his head was bare, his feet naketl, 
liis meagre body was wrapt in a coarse garment; 
he bore and displayed a weighty crueiflx ; and the 
ass on wliich he rode was sanctified in the public 
eye, by the .service of the man of God. He 
preached to innumerable crowds in the churches, 
the streets, and the highways: the hermit en¬ 
tered \vith equal confidence the palace and the 
cottage; and the people, for all was people, was 
impetuously moved by his call to repentance and 
arms. When he painted the suflFeiings of the 
natives and pilgrims',)of Palestine, eveiy heart was 
melted to compassion; every breast glowed with 
indignation, when he challenged the warriors of 
the age to d^ni their brethren, and rescue their 
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CHAP. 

Lvm. 


Urban II. 
in til 


Placentia, 
A.D. 1095 . 
Marcli. 


Saviour: his ignorance of art and language was 
compensated by sighs, and tears, and ejaculations; 
and Peter supplied the deficiency of reason by loud 
and frequent’ appeals to Christ and his Mother, to 
the saints and angels of paradise, with whom he 
had personally conversed. The most perfect ora¬ 
tor of Athens might have envied the success of his 
eloquence: the rustic enthusiast inspired the pas¬ 
sions which he felt, and Christendom expected 
with imjiatience the counsels and decrees of the 
supreme pontiff. 

The magnanimous spirit of Gregory tlie seventh 
■il of had already embraced the design of arming Ku- 
ropc against Asia; tlie ardour of his zeal and am¬ 
bition still breathes in his epistles: from either 
side of the Alps, fifty thousand Catholics had 
enlisted under the banner of St. Peter '; and his 
successor reveals /ns‘ intention of marching at 
their head against the impious sectaries of IMa- 
homet. But the glor>' or reproach of executing, 
though not in person, this holy enterprise, was 
reserved for Urban the second the most faith¬ 
ful of his disciples. He undertook the conquest 
of the East, whilst the larger portion of Rome 
was possessed and fortified by his rival Guibert 
of Ravenna, who contended with Urban for the 


* Ultra quinquaginta millia, si me possunt in expeditione pro duce 
et pontifice habere, armatA niand volunt in inimicos Dei insurgere 
et ad aepulchruiu Domini ipso ducente pervernte (Gregor, vii. 
epist. iL 31. in tom. xiL p. 322. concil.) 

♦ Sec the original lives of Urban 11. by Pandolphu.s Pisauus and 
Bernardus Guido, in Muratori, Rer. Ital. ScHjJt. tom. iii. pars i. 
p. 352. 353. 
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name and honours of the pontificate. He at- chap. 
tempted to unite the powers of the West, at a 
time when the princes were separated from the 
church, and the people from their princes; by tlie 
excommunication which himself and his prede¬ 
cessors liad thunilered against the emperor and 
the king of France. Philip the first, of France, 
supported witli patience the censures which he had 
provoked by his scandalous life and adulterous 
marriage. Henry the fourth, of txcrmanv, as¬ 
serted the right of investitures, the prerogative of 
confirming his bisliops by the deliverv of the ring 
and crosier. Put the emperor’s party was crushed 
in Italy bv the arms of the Normans and the 
countess Mathilda; and the long quarrel had 
been recently envenomed by the revolt of his son 
Conrad and the shame of his wife ', who, in the 
synods of Constance and Placentia, confessed the 
manifold prostitutions to which she had been ex¬ 
posed by an husband regardless of her honour and 
his own". So popular was the cause of Urban, so 


.She 1 ? know n by the different n.inic.s of Praxes, Eupra’cia, Eu- 
frasia, and Adelais, and was the daughter of a Russitui Prinre, 
and the widow of a margrate of Brandenhurgh. Stniv. Corpus 
Hist. GermaniccC, p. 340. 

* Henricus odio earn ctrpit habere: idtso inearccravit cam, et 
concessit ut plerique vim ei inferrent; immo filium hortans iit 
earn subagitaret (Dodechln, Continual, Marian. Scot apud Baron 
A D. I0y3, No. 4.). In the synod of Constance, she is described 
by Bertlioldus, rerum Inspector: qua; sc tantas et Uini inaiidita.s 
fornicationum spurcitias, et a tantis passain ftiisse roiiquesta est, 
Ike. and again at Placentia' suti.s iniscricorditer smscepit, co qtibd 
ip.sam tantas spurcitias non tarn conimississc quam invitam prrtu- 
lisse pro certo cognoverit papa cum sancti synodo. Apud Baron. 
A.D. 1093 , N’o. 4, 1094 , N°. 3 . A rare subject for the infallible 
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CHAP, weielitv was his influence, that the council which 
he summoned at Placentia ' was composed of two 
hundred bishops of Italy, France, Biirgimdy, Swa¬ 
bia, and Bavaria. Four thousand of the clergy, 
and thirty thousand of the laity, attended this 
imjwrtant meeting; and, as the most .spacious ca¬ 
thedral would have been inadequate to the mul¬ 
titude, the session of seven days was held in a 
plain adjacent to the city. The ambassadors of 
the Greek emperor, Alexius Comnemis, were in¬ 
troduced to plead the distress of their sovereign 
and the danger of Constantinople, which was di¬ 
vided only by a narrow sea from the victorious 
Turks, the common enemies of the Christian name. 
In their suppliant address they flattered the pride 
of the Latin princes; and, appealing at once to 
their policy and religion, exhorted them to repel 
the Barbarians on the confines of Asia, rather 
than to expect them in the heart of Europe. At 
the sad tale of the misery and perils of their 
Eastern brethren, the assembly burst into tears : 
the most eager champions declared their readiness 
to march; and the Greek ambassadors were dis¬ 
missed with the assurance of a speedy and power¬ 
ful succour. The relief of Constantinople was in¬ 
cluded in the larger and most distant project of the 


(JccLsion of a pope and council.. These abominations are repug¬ 
nant to e\erj’ jirinciple of human nature, which is not altered by 
a dispute about rings and crosiers. Yet it should seem, that the 
wretched woman was tempted by the priests to relate or subscribe 
some infamous stories of herself and her husband. 

r See the narrative and acts of the synod of Placentia, Concil. 
■tom. xii, p. 821, Ac. 
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deliverance of Jerusakm; but the prudent Urban cilM’ 
adjourned the final decision to a second sj^nod, 
which lie proposed to celebrate in some city of 
France in tlie autumn of the same year. The 
short delay would propagate the dame of enthu¬ 
siasm ; and his firmest hope was in a nation of 
soldiers j still proud of tlie pre-eminence of their 
name, and ambitious to emulate their hero Cliarle- 
niiigne wlio. in the popular romance of Turpin ", 
had atchieved the conquest of tlie Holy TiUnd. 

A latent motive of affection or vanity might in- 
llucnee the choice of [’rbaii: he was himself a 
nati\ e of France, a monk of Flugny, and tlie first 
of liis countrymen who ascended tlie throne of St. 

Feter. 'I'he pope had illustrated his family and 
province; nor is there perhaps a more exquisite 
gratification than to revisit, in a consjiicuous dig- 

nitv, the humble and laborious scenes of our 

* « 

youth. 


(nnf)cTl, iiinibclf a I'rcnchmau, praise'^ tlic pitTy -nid v.ilom <>1 
iIh* Freiicli uation, llic uuthor aiul c\auipK* (if tha cru.sades; GVii-' 
iiohjlis-j jfnidoiis, bflltcosj, (ijj)>ilis ef iillula , . . ' niiii 

BriioiH’?, Liiiure^, m borus aionbus tidcaniu'', aon 

dli( (» I'ni/Kos appcllcinus(p. 47H.) lit- owns, 1io\sc\it, 

lhai ill*' \ i\.u ity of the French doi^cncraLcs mn. pctukincr aiituiigi, 
Itfrej^njcrs (p. 483 ) and vain hnjuaclouMioss (p Myj.). 

3 Per \iain (piam jaindiiduui Carolii.s Magnus ininlK us rex F’ran- 
coruiii aptari fecit usfjiic (.\ P. ((>csia Francoruui, j) J. Kolicrl 
Monach. Hist. Hicros. 1. i. p. 33, ^ic.) 

John Til[7inus, orl'nrpinus,\\as Arclibishop of Rln?iiiis^ A J). 
773. After t}ie year lOUO, this romance Mas coiDiiosi-d in his 
name, by a monk of the borders of France and Sjiain . and such 
M'as the idea of ctrlcsiasln a! merit, that he describe^ Jninsdf a 
fightini:; and drinking priest ' Ycf the l)ook of lic^M’as pronounced 
authentic hv pope Calixlu.s IJ (A I). irJL’.), and ih rt-pectfully 
fjuoted hy the abbot Suger, in (he great Clirnniclcj of St. Dem > 
'FHhrir. BiWioi Latin incdii AAd, edit. Mansi, toai iv p lO'l.; 
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CHAP. It may occasion some surprise that the Roman 
pontiff should erect, in the heart of France, the 
Council of tribunal fron\ whence he hurled his anathemas 
A.D.ioga’ against the king; but our surprise will vanish so 
Novem- jQQjj gg ^ jygj. estimate of a king of 

France of the eleventh century”. Philip the 
first was the great-grandson of Hugh Capet, the 
founder of the present race, who, in the decline 
of Charlemagne’s posterity, added the regal title 
to his patrimonial estates of Paris and Orleans. 
In this narrow compass, he w'as possessed of wealth 
and jurisdiction ; but in the rest of France, Hugh 
and his first descendants were no more than the 


feudal lords of about sixty dukes and counts, of 
independent and hereditary powerwho dis¬ 
dained the control of laws and legal assemblies, 
and whose disregard of their sovereign was re¬ 
venged by the disobedience of their inferior vas¬ 
sals. At Clermont, in the territories of the 
count of Auvergne the pope might brave with 
impunity the resentment of Philip; and the coun¬ 
cil which he convened in that city was not less 


" See Etat de la France, by the Count dc Boulainvilliers, tom.i. 
p. 180—182. and the second volume of the Obsen-ations sur I’His- 
toire de France, by the Abb6 de Mably. 

1’ In the provinces to the south of the Loire, the first Capetiam 
were scarcely allow’ed a feudal supremacy. On all sides, Nor¬ 
mandy, Bretagne, Aquitain, Burgundy, Lorraine, and Flanders, 
contracted the name and limits of the proper France. See Hadrian 
Vales. Notitia Galliarum. 

11 These counts, a younger branch of the dukes of Aquitain, 
were at length desjroiled of the greatest part of their country by 
Philip Augustus. The bishops of Clermont gradually became 
princes of the city. Melanges, tir^s tJ’une grande Bibliotheque, 
tom. xxxvi. p. 288, &c. 
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numerous or respectable than the synod of Pla- CHAP, 
centia'*. Besides his court and council of Roman 
cardinals, he was supported by thirteen archbi¬ 
shops and two hundred and twenty-five bishops; 
the number of mitred prelates was computed at 
four hundred ; and the fathers of the church were 
blessed by the saints, and enlightened by the doc¬ 
tors of the age. From the adjacent kingdoms, a 
martial train of lords and knights of power and 
renown, attended the council’’, in high expecta¬ 
tion of its resolves; and such was the ardour of 
zeal and curiosity, that the city was filled, and 
many thousands, in the month of November, 
erected their tents or huts in the open field. A 
session of eight days produced some useful or edi- 
.fying canons for the reformation of manners; a 
severe censure was pronounced against the licence 
of private war ; the truce of God w'as confinned, 
a suspension of hostilities during four days of the 
week ; women and priests were placed under the 
siifegtiard of the church ; and a i)rotcction of 
thice years w'as extended to husbandmen and mer¬ 
chants, the defenceless victims of military rapine. 

But a law, however venerable be the sanction. 

See the ac^s of the council of Clermont, Concil. tom. xii. 
p. 82f), Src. 

Confluxerunt ad concilium e inultis regionibin, vlri potcnies 
et honorati, innumcri quainvis cingulo laicalis niilitiic superbi (Bal¬ 
dric, an eye-witness, p. St) — H8. Robert. Mon. p. .TJ,32. Will. 

Tyr. i. 14, 15, p. 039—041. Guibert, p. 478—480. Fylcher. 

Carnot, p. 382 ). 

The Truce of God (Treva, or Treuga Dei) wai first invented 
in Aquitain, A, D. 103£; blamed by some bishops as on occasion 
of peljnry, and rejected by the Normans as contrary to their privi¬ 
leges (Ducange, Gloss, Latip. tom.-vi. p. 682—60*,). 
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CilAP. 

LVllJ. 


cannot suddenly transform the temper of the 
times; and the benevolent efforts of Urban de¬ 
serve the less, praise, since he laboured to appease 
some domestic quarrels, that he might spread 
the flames of w^r from the Atlantic to the 
Euphrates. From the synod of Placentia, the 
rumour of his great design had gone forth among 
the nations: the clergy on their i-eturn had 
preached in every diocese the merit and glory of 
tlie dehverance of the Holy T.iand ; and when the 
pope ascended a lofty scaffold in the market-place 
of Clermont, his eloquence was addressed to a 
well-prepared and impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, his exhortation was veliement, his 
success inevitable. The orator was interrupted 
by the shout of thousands, who with one voice, 
and in their rustic idiom, exclaimed aloud, “ God 
“ wills it, God wills it'\” “ It is indeed the 
“ will of God,” replied the pope ; “ and let this 
“ memorable word, the inspiration surely of the 
“ Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your cry 
“ of battle, to animate the devotion and cou- 
“ rage of the champions of Christ. His cross is 
“ the symbol of your salvation ; wear it, a red, 
“ a bloody cross, as an external mark, on your 


n Dctis vult, Dcus milt! was the pure acclamation of the clerf;:)' 
who understood Latin CRoberl. Mon. 1. i. p. 32.). By the illite¬ 
rate laity, who spoke the Prot meia! oi Ltmnusin idiom, it was cor¬ 
rupted to Dene lovolt, or Diex cl volt. Sec Chroii. (.'asinense, I. iv. 
c. 11. p. 497 . inMuratori, Script. Rcruni Ital. toni.iv. antlDucangc 
(Dissertat. xi. p. 207 . sur Joinville, ^nd Gloss. Latin Uun. ii.p. 
690 .), who, in his preface, produces a very diStcuU specimen of 
the dialect of Rovergne, A.D. 1100, rerv near, boUi in time and 
place, to the council of Clermont (p. 15 ,16 ). 
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“ breasts or shouldei’s, as a pledcc of your sacred chap. 

^ ^ * LV111 

“ and irrevocable engagement. ’ The proposal 

•was joyfully accepted'; great niunbers, both of tbe 
clergy and laity, impressed on their gannents the 
sig-n of the crossand solicited the pope to march 
at theu’ head. This dangerous honour was de¬ 
clined by the more prudent successor of Gregory, 
wlio alleged the schism of the church, and 
the duties of his pastoral office, recommending 
to tlie faithful, who were disqualified by sex or 
profession, by age or infirmity, to aid, with their 
prayers and alms, the personal service of their 
robust bretlircn. The name and powers of his 
legate he devolved on Adhemar bishop of I’uy, 
the first wlio had received the cross at his hands. 

The foremost of the temporal chiefs was llay- 
mond count of Tlioulouse, whose ambassadors in 
the council excused the absence, and pledged the 
honour, of their master. After the confession and 
absolution of their sins, the champions of the cross 
were dismissed with a superfluous admonition to 
invite their coimtrymen and friends; and their de¬ 
parture for the Holy laiiid was fixed to the festi¬ 
val of the Assumption, the fifteenth of August, of 
the ensuing year’'^. 


Most commonly on their shouklcrs, in gold, or silk, oi cloth, 
sewed on their garments. In the first crusade, all were red; in the 
third, the French alone preserved that colour, while green crosses 
were adopted by the Flemings, and white by the Finglish (Du- 
eange, tom. ii. p. 051.). Yet in England, the red ever appears the 
favourite, and, as it were, the national, colour of our military ensigns 
and uniforms. 

Bongarsius, who has published the original writers of the 
crusades, adopts, with much complacency, the fanatic title of Crui- 
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CHAP. So familiar, and as it were so natural to man, 

LVllL ^ 

is the practice of violence, that our indulgence 

the the slightest provocation, the most dis- 

sadcs putable right, as a sufficient ground of national 
hostility. But the name and nature of an /to/^ 
wa?' demands a more rigorous scrutiny ; nor can 
we hastily believe, that the servants of the Prince 
of Peace would unsheath the sword of destruction, 
unless the motive were pure, the quarrel legiti¬ 
mate, and the necessity inevitable. The policy 
of an action may he determined from the tardy 
lessons of experience; but, before we act, our 
conscience should be satisfied of the justice and 
propriety of our enterprise. In the age of the 
crusades, the Christians, both of the East and 
V\^est, were persuaded of their lawfulness and 
merit; their arguments are clouded by the per- 


bertus, Gesla Dei per Francos, though some critics propose to 
read Gesta Diabuli per Francos (Ilaiiovia:, j6ll, two vols.in folio). 
1 shall briefly enumerate, as they stand in this collection, the au¬ 
thors whom 1 have used for the first crusade. 1. Gesta Franco- 
rum. II. Robertus I\Jonachus. III. Baldricus. IV, Raiinundus 
do Agiles. V. Albertus Aquensis. VI. Fulcherius Camotensis. 
Vll. Guibertus. VIII. VV'ilhelnius Tyriensis. Muratori has 
given us, IX. Radulphus Cadomensis de Gestis Tancredi (Script. 
Rer. Ital. tom. v. p. 285—333.), and, X. Bemardus Thesaurarius 
de Acquisitione Tense Sanctae (tom. vii. p. (164—848.). The last 
of these was unknown to a late F'rench historian, who has gi\cn a 
large and critical list of the writers of the crusades (Esprit desCroi- 
sades, tom. i. p. 13—141.), and most of whose judgments ray own 
experience will allow me to raufy It was late before I could ob¬ 
tain, a sight of tile French historians collected by Duchesne. 
I. Petri Tudebddi Sacerdotis Sivraceosis Historia de Hierosolymi- 
tano Itinere (tom. Iv. p. 773—815.). "has been transfused into the 
first emOnymous writer of Bongartitrs. II. The Metrical History 
of thfrfirst Crusade, in vii book*, (p- 8$0—giS.), is of small value 
or Bceonnt. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


IS 


petual abuse of Scripture and rhetoric; but they 
seem to insist on the right of natural and religious 
defence, their peculiar title to the ‘Holy Land, 
and the impiety of their Pagan and Mahometan 
foes^“. I. The right of a just defence may fairly 
include our civd and spiritual allies; it depends 
on the existence of danger : and that danger must 
be estimated by the twofold consideration of the 
malice, and the power, of our enemies. A perni¬ 
cious tenet has been imputed to the IMahometans, 
the duty of ecrtirpating all other religions by the 
sword. This charge of ignorance and bigotry is 
refuted by the Koran, by the history of the Mu- 
sulman conquerors, and by their, public and legal 
toleration of the Christian worship. But it cannot 
be denied, that the Oriental churches are depressed 
under their iron yoke; that, in peace and Avar, they 
assert a divine and indefeasible claim of universal 
empire; and that, in their orthodox creed, the 
unbelieving nations are continually tlireatened Avith 
the loss of religion or liberty. In the eleventh 
century, the victorious anns of the Turks presented 
a real and urgent apprehension of these losses. 
They had subdued, in less tlmn thirty years, the 
kingdoms of Asia, as far as Jerusalem and the 
Hellespont; and the Greek empire tottered on the 
verge of destruction. Besides an honest sympathy 
for their brethren, the Latins had a right and ih- 


CHAP. 

Lvni. 


^ If the reader will turn to the first scene of the first part of 
Henry the Fourth, he will see in the text of Shakspeare the 
natural feelings of enthusiasm ■, and in the notes of Dr. Johnson, 
the workings of a bigotted, though vigorous, mind, greedy of every 
pretence to hate ^d persecute those who dissent from his creed. 
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CHAP. 

LVIII. 


tcrest in the support of Constantinople, the most 
important baiTier of the West; and the privilege 
of defence must reach to prevent, as well as to re¬ 
pel, an impending assault. But this salutary 
purpose might have been accomplished by a mode¬ 
rate succour; and our calmer reason must disclaim 
the innumerable hosts and remote operations, 
which overwhelmed Asia and depopulated Europe. 
II. Palestine could add nothing to the strength or 
safety of the Eatins; and fanaticism alone could 
pretend to justify the conquest of that distant and 
narrow province. The Christians affirmed that 
their inalienable title to the promised land had 
been sealed by the blood of their divine Saviour : 
it was their right and duty to rescue their inheri¬ 
tance from the unjust possessors, who profaned his 
sepulchre, and oppressed the pilgrimage of his 
disciples. Vainly would it be alleged that the 
pre-eminence of Jerusalem, and the sanctity of 
Palestine, have been abolished with the IMosaic 
law; that the God of the Christians is not a local 
deity, and that the recovery' of Bethlem or Cal¬ 
vary', his cradle or his tomb, will not atone for the 
violation of the moral precepts of the. Gospel. 
Such arguments, glance aside from the leaden 
shield of superstition ; and the religious mind uill 
not easily rehnquish its hold on the sacred ground 
of mystery and miracle. III. But the holy wars 
whidi have been waged in every chmate of the 
globe, from Egypt to Livonia, and from Pern to 
Hindustan, require the sufqmrt of some more 
general and flexible tenet. It has been often sup¬ 
posed, and Sometimes^affirmed, that a difference of 
religion is a worthy cause of hostility; that obsti- 
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nate unbelievers may be slain or subdued by the 
champions of the cross; and that grace is the sole 
fountain of dominion as well as of mercy. Above 
four hundred years before the first crusade, the 
eastern and western ]>rovinces of tlie Roman 
empire had been actjuired about the same time, 
and in the same manner, by the Barbarians of 
(Germany and Arabia. Time and treaties liad 
legitimated the compicsts of the Christian Franks; 
but in the eyes of tlieir subjects and neighbours, 
the IMalunnetan jTrinces were still tyrants and 
usurpers, who, by the aims of war or rebelhon, 
might be lawfully driven from their unlawful pos- 
se.ssion’'. 

As tlie manners of the Christians were relaxed, 
their discijiline of penance” was enforced; and 
^vith tlie multiplication of sins, the remedies were 
multiplied. In the primitive church, a voluntary 
and open confession prejpared the work of atone¬ 
ment. In the middle ages, the bishops and priests 
interrogated the criminal; compelled him to 
account for his thoughts, words, and actions ; and 
prescribed the terms of his reconciliation with 
Gnd. But as this discretionary power might 
alternately be abused by indulgence and tjTanny, a 
rule of discipline was framed, to inform and regu- 


CIIAR 

LVllI. 


Siiiriliial 
niolivis 
and iiidul- 

gCllCl'k. 


TTie vitii Discourse of Fleury on Ecclesiastical History, 
(p. 223 —261.) containj afi accurate and rational view of the cuuse.s 
and effects of the crusades. 

-- Tlie penance, indulgences,' &c. of the middle ages are amply 
discussed by Muratori (.4ntlquitat, Italias medii iEii, tom. v. dis¬ 
sert. IxTiii. p. 709—768.), and by M. Chais (Lettres sur les Jubilcs 
et les Indulgences, tom. ii. lettres 21 8c 50. p. 478—556.), with 
this difference, that the abuses of superstition are mildly, perhaps 
faintly, exposed by the leanied Italian, and [leciishly iiiagnitied by 
the Dutch minister. 
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’• late the spiritual judge?. This mode of legislatiou 
was invented by the Greeks; their penitentials'^ 
were translated, or imitated, in the Latin church; 
and, in the time of Charlemagne, the clergy of 
every diocese were provided with a code, which 
they prudently concealed from the knowledge of 
the vulgar. In this dangerous estimate of crimes 
and punishments, each case was supposed, each 
difference was remarked, by the experience or pene¬ 
tration of the monks; some sins are enumerated 
which innocence could not ha\^e suspected, and 
others w'hich reason cannot believe; and the more 
ordinary offences of fornication and adultery, of 
peijury and sacrilege, of rapine and murder, were 
expiated by a penance, which, according to the 
various circumstances, was prolonged from forty 
days to seven years. During this term of mor¬ 
tification, the patient was healed, the criminal 
was absolved, by a salutary regimen of fasts and 
prayers: the disorder of his dress was expressive 
of grief and remorse; and he humbly abstained 
from all the business and pleasure of social life. 
But the rigid execution of these laws would have 
depopulated the palace, the camp, and the city; 
the Barbarians of the West bdieved and trem¬ 
bled;- but nature often rebelled against principle; 
and the magistrate laboured without effect to 
enforce the jurisdiction of the priest. A literal 
accomplishment of penance was-indeed impracti- 

“ Schaiidt (Jiiatoiie des AUemand*, tom.ii. p. 211—220. 452— 
♦62.), gives an abstract of the Penitential of Rhegino in the ninth, 
and of Burchard in the tenth, century," in one year, fire-and-thirty 
murders were perpetrated at ,Worms. ’ 
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cable; tlie guilt of adultery was multiplied by 
daily repetition; that of homicide might involve 
the massacre of a whole people; each act was 
separately numbered; and, in those times of 
anarcliy and nee, a modest sinner might easily 
incur a debt of tliree hundred years. His insol¬ 
vency was relieved by a commutation, or indul- 
goiee: a }car of penance was appreciated at 
twenty-six soUdi'* of silver, about four pounds 
sterling, for the rich; at three solidi, or nine shil¬ 
lings, for the indigent: and these alms were soon 
appropriated to the use of the church, which de¬ 
rived, from tlie redemption of sins, an inexhaus¬ 
tible source of opulence and dominion. A debt 
of tlnee hundred years, or twelve hundred pounds, 
\ya.s enough to impoverish a plentiful fortune; 
the scai'city of gold and silver was supplied by 
the alienation of land; and the princely dona¬ 
tions of Pepin and Charlemagne are expressly 
given for the remedy of their soul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whosoever cannot pay with 
his purse, must pay with his body; and the prac¬ 
tice of flagellation w^as adopted by the monks, a 
cheap, though painful, equi\alent. By a fan¬ 
tastic arithmetic, a year of penance was faxed at 
three thousand lashes^; and such was the elwll 
and patience of a famous hermit, St. Dominic df 

Tilt the xiiih century, '"■e mav sup]jnrt the clear atfeountnf xii 
denani, or pence, to the solidus,or shilling; antixx solidiXo the pound 
weight of silver, about the pound sterling. Our money is diminished 
to a third, and the French to a fiftieth, of this primitive standard. 

-5 Each century of lashes was sanctified with the recital of » 
psalm ; and the whole Psalter, with the accompaniment of 15,000 
stripes, was equivalent to five years. 


VOL. XI. 


c 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the Iron Cuirass*^’, that in six days he could 
discharge an entire century, by a whipping of 
three hundred thousand stri}>cs. His example 
was fohowed by many penitents of both sexes; 
and, as a vicarious sacrifice was accepted, a sturdy 
disciplinarian might expiate on hiS own back the 
sins of his benefactors^. These compensations 
of the piUTse and the person introduced, in the 
eleventh century, a more honourable mode of 
satisfaction. The merit of military service against 
the Saracens of Africa and Spain, had been al¬ 
lowed by the predecessors of Urban the se¬ 
cond. In the council of Clermont, that pope 
proclaimed a plenary indulgence to those who 
should enlist under the banner of the cross; the 
absolution of all their sins, and a full receipt for 
all that might be due of canonical penance'^’. 
The cold philosophy of modem times is incapable 
of feeling the impression that was made on a sin¬ 
ful and fanatic world. At the voice of their pas¬ 
tor, the robber, the incendiary, the homicide, 
arose by thousaUds to redeem their souls, by re- 

The Life and Atchievenients of St. Dominic Loricatus was com¬ 
posed by his friend and admirer, Peter Damianus. See Floury, Hisl. 
Eccles. tom. xiii. p. 96—104. Baronius, A. D. lOSC, N*) 7- who 
observes from Damianus, how fashionable, even among ladies of qua¬ 
lity (sublimis generis), this expiation (purgatorii genus) was grown. 

^ At a quarter, or even half a rial a lash, Sancho Panza was a 
cheaper, and pojsibly-not a more dishonest, workman. I remem¬ 
ber m P^re Labat (V-oyages en Italie, tom. vii. p. 16—29.) a very 
lively picture of the dexterity of one of these artists. 

Qaictinque pro soI4 devotionc, non pro honoris vel pecuniae 
adeptione, ad liberandam ecclesiam Dei Jerusalem profectus fuerii, 
iter illud pro omni ptcaiitentia reputetur. Canon. Concil. Claro- 
mont. ii. p. 829. Guibert styles it novum salutis genus (p. 471.), 
and is almost philosophical on the subject. 
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|)eating on the infidels the same deeds which they chai*. 
had exercised against their Christian brethren; 
and the terms of atonement were eagerly em¬ 
braced by offenders of every rank and denomi¬ 
nation. None were pure; none were exempt 
from the guilt and penalty of sin; and those 
who were the least amenable to the justice ol‘ 
fiod and the church, were the best entitled to 
the temporal and etbmal recompense of their 
pious courage. If they fell, the spirit of the 
I.iatin clerg)' did not hesitate to adoni their tomb 
with the crown of martyrdom ; and should they 
.sur\ive, they could expect without impatience the 
delay and increase of their heavenly reward. 

They offered their blood to the Son of God, who 
had laid down his life for their salvation: they 
took up the cross, and entered with confidence 
into the way of the Lord. His providence would 
watch over their safety; perhaps his visible and 
miraculous power would smooth the difficulties 
of their holy enterprise. The cloud and pillar 
of Jehovah had marched before the Israelites 
into the promised land. IMight not the Christians 
more reasonably hope that the rivers would open 
for their passage; that the walls of the strongest 
cities would fall at the sound of their trumpets; 
and that the sun would be arrested in bis mid- 
career, to allow them time for the destruction of 
the infidels ? 

Such at least was the belief of the crusaders, and such is the 
uniform style of the liistorians (Esprit des Croisades, tom. iii. p. 

477.); but the prayer for the repose of ibeirsoiils is inconsistent in 
orthodox tiicology \\ iili the merits of martyrdom. 
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Of the chiefs and soldiers who marched to the 
holy sepulchre, I will dare to affirm, that all 

a'r'cTrrnai proHipted by the Spirit of enthusiasm; the 

uioti\es. belief of merit, the hope of ■ reward, and the as¬ 
surance of divine aid. '^But I am equally per¬ 
suaded, that in many it was not the sole, that in 
some it was not the leading, principle of action. 
The use and abuse of religion are feeble to stem, 
they are strong and irreiisistible to impel, the 
stream of national manners. Against the private 
wars of the Barbarians, their bloody tournaments, 
licentious loves, and judicial duels, the popes and 
synods might ineffectually thunder. It is a more 
easy task to provoke the metaphysical disputes 
of the Greeks, to drive into the cloister the vic¬ 
tims of anarchy or despotism, to sanctify the 
patience of slaves and cowards, or to assume the 
merit of the humanity and benevolence of mo¬ 
dem Christians. kVar and exercise were the 
reigning passions of the Franks or Latins; they 
were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify those 
passions, to visit distant lands, and to draw 
their swords against the nations of the East. 
Their victory, or even their attempt, would im¬ 
mortalize the names of the intrepid heroes of the 
cross; and the purest piety could not be insen¬ 
sible to the most splendid prospect of military 
glory. In the petty quarrels of Europe, they 
shed the blood of their friends and cormtrymen, 
for the acquisition perhaps of a castle or a village. 
They could march with alacrity against Jhe dis¬ 
tant and hostile nations who. were devoted to their 
arms: their fancy already grasped the golden 
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sceptres of Asia ; and the conquest of Apulia and CHAl'. 
Sicily by the Normans might exalt to royalty the 
hopes of the most private adventurer. Christen¬ 
dom, in her rudest state, must have yielded to the 
climate and cultivation of the Mahometan coun¬ 
tries ; and their natural and artificial wealth had 
been magnified by the tales of pilgrims, and the 
gifts of ^n imperfect commerce. The vulgar, both 
the great and small, were taught to believe every 
wonder, of lands flowing with milk and honey, of 
mines and treasures, of gold and diamonds, of 
palaces of marble and jasper, and of odoriferous 
groves of cinnamon and frankincense. In this 
earthly paradise, each warrior depended on his 
sword to carve a plenteous and honourable estab¬ 
lishment, which he measured only by the extent 
of his wishes Their vassals and soldiers trusted 
their fortunes to God and their master: the spoils 
of a Turkish emir might enrich the meanest fol¬ 
lower of the camp; and the flavour of the wines, 
the beauty of the Grecian women were tempta¬ 
tions more adapted to the nature, than to the pro¬ 
fession, of the champions of the cross. The love 
of freedom was a powerful incitement to the mul¬ 
titudes who were oppressed by feudal or ecclesias- 

® The same hopes were displayed in the letter?,,of the adven¬ 
turers ad' animajidos qui in Francia resideranl. Hugh dc Reiteslc 
could boast, that his share amounted to one ahhey and ten cast^c^, 
of the yearly value of 1500 marks, and that he should acquire an 
hundred castles by the conquest of Aleppo (Guibert, p. 354, .555.). 

In his genuine or fictitious letter to the Count of Flanders, 

Alexius mingles with the danger of the church, and the relics of 
saints, the auri et argehti amor, and pulcherriraarum feeminarum 
vtduptas (p. 476.); as if, says ^e indignant Guibert, the Greek 
wtanen wcre,handsuiiu r than thoae of France. 
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cuAP tyranny. Under this holy sign, -the peasants 
LViii. burghers, "who were attached to the servitude 
of the glebe, might escape from an haughty lord, 
and transplant themselves and their fanylies to a 
laud of liberty. The monk might rele^ himself 
from the discipline of his convent: the debtor 
might suspend the accumulation of usury, and the 
pursuit of his creditors i and outlaws and male¬ 
factors of every cast mi^t continue to brave the 
laws and elude the punishment of their crimes 
These motives were potent and numerous: 
ample. when we have singly computed their weight on ' 
the mind of each individual, wc must add the in¬ 
finite series, the multiplying powers of example 
and fashion. The first proselytes became the 
warmest and most effectual missionaries of the 
cross: among their firiends and countrymen they 
preached the duty, the merit, and the recompense, 
of their holy vow; and the most reluctant hearers 
were insensibly drawn within the whirlpool of per¬ 
suasion and authority. The martial youths wetre 
fired by thd reproach or suspidon of cowardice ; 
the opportunity of visiting with an army the se¬ 
pulchre of Christ, was embraced by the old and 
infirm, by women and childnen, who cemsulted 
rather their zeal than their strength; and those 
who in the evening had derided the folly of their 
companions, were the most eager, the ensuing 
day, to tread in their footsteps. The ignorance, 
winch magnified the hopes, diminished the perils, 

32 See the prii-iJegej of the OrumignaH, freedom from’ debt, 
usury, injury, «ecnlar justice, tc. The pope was their perpetual 
guardian (Ducange, tom. ii. p. 651, 652.). 
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ot the enterprise. Since the Turkish conquest, the chap. 
paths of pilgrimage were obliterated; the chiefs 
themselves had an imperfect notion of the length 
of the way and the state of their enemies; arid 
such was the stupidity of the people, that, at the 
sight of the first city or castle beyond the limits of 
their knowledge, they were ready to ask whether 
that was not the Jerusalem, the term and object 
of their labours. Yet the more prudent of the 
crusaders, who were not sure that they should be 
fed from heaven with a shower of quails or manna, 
prorided themselves with those precious metals, 
which, in every country, are the rcpresentotives 
of every commodity. To defray, according to 
their rank, the expences of the road, princes 
alienated their provinces, nobles their lands and 
castles, peasants their cattle and the instruments 
of husbandry. The value of property was depre¬ 
ciated by the eager competition of multitudes; 
while the price of arms and horses was raised to 
an exorbitant height by the wants and impa¬ 
tience of the buyers ^’. Those who remained at 
home, with sense and money, were enriched by 
the epidemical disease,: the sovereigns acquired 
at a cheap rate the domains of their vassals; and 
the ecclesiastical purchasers completed the pay¬ 
ment by the assurance of their prayers. The 
cross, which was commonly sewed on the garment, 

35 Guibert (p. 481.) paints in lively colours this general emo. 
tion. He wits one of the few contemporaries who had genius 
enough to feel the astonishing scenes that were passing before 
their eyes Eratitaque videre miraculum earn omnes cmere, atque 
vili venoere, &c. 
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CHAP, 

LVIII. 


Departure 
of the first 
erubaders, 

A.D.lOgt), 

March, • 
May, &c. 


in cloth or silk, was inscribed by some zealots 
on their skin: an hot iron, or indelible liquor, 
was applied to perpetuate the mark; and a crafty 
monk, who shewed the miraculous impression on 
his breast, was repaid with the jwpular veneration 
and the richest benefices of Palestine 
The fifteenth of August had been fixed in the 
council of Clermont for the departure of the 
pilgrims: but the day was anticipated by the 
thoughtless and needy crowd of plebeians; and I 
shall briefly dispatch the calamities which they 
inflicted and suffered, before I enter on the more 


serious and successful enterprise of the chiefs. 
Early in the spring, from the confines of France 
and Lorraine, above sixty thousand of the popu¬ 
lace of both sexes flocked round the first mis¬ 
sionary of the crusade, and pressed him with cla¬ 


morous importunity to lead them to the holy 
sepulchre. The hermit, assuming the character, 
without the talents or authority, of a general, 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulse of his 
votaries along the banks of the Rhine and Da¬ 
nube. Their wants and numbers soon compelled 
them to separate, and his lieutenant, Walter 
the Pennyless, a valiant though needy, soldier, 
conducted a vanguard of pilgrims, whose condition 
may be determined from the proportion of eight 
horsemen to fifteen thousand foot. The examnle 


^ Some instances of thwe stigmata are given in the Esprit des 
Croisadcs (tom. iii, p. 169, &c.) from authors whom 1 have not 

Ken. 
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and footsteps of Peter were closely pursued by 
another fanatic, the monk Godescal, whose ser¬ 
mons had swept away fifteen or twenty thou¬ 
sand peasants from the villages of Germany. 
Their rear was again pressed by an herd of two 
hundred thousand, the most stupid and savage 
refuse of the people, who mingled with their de¬ 
votion a brutal licence of tapine, prostitution, 
and drunkenness. Some counts and gei^meii, 
at the head of three thousand horse) attended the 
motions of the multitude to partake in the spoil; 
but their genuine leaders (may we credit such 
folly?) were a goose and a goat, who were carried 
in the front, and to whom these worthy Christians 
ascribed an infusion of the divine spirit Of 
these, and of other bands of enthusiasts, the first 
and most easy warfare was against the* Jews, the 
murderers of the Son of God. In the trading 
cities of the Moselle and the Rhine their colonies 
w'ere numerous and rich; and they enjoyed, 
under the protection of the emperor and the 
bishops, the free exercise of their rehgion 


CHAR 

LVlIl. 


33 Fult et aliud scelus (leteslabile in hac congregatione pedestris 
populi stulti et vesanae ievitatis, ameren quendam divino spirjlii 
a^serebant afflatum, et capellam non minus eodem repletam, et has 
sibi duces secunde vi® feccrant, &c. (Albert. Aquensis, 1. i. c. 31. 
p. 196,). Had these peasants founded an empire, they might have 
introduced, as in Eg}'pt, tlie worship of animals, which their 
philosophic descendants would have glossed over with some spe¬ 
cious and subtle allegory. 

3® Benjamin of Tudela describes the state of his Jewish bre¬ 
thren from Cologne along die Rhine: they were rich, generous, 
learned, hospitable, and lived in the eager hope of the Messiah 
(Voyage, tom. i. p. 243—245. par Baralier) In seventy years 
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Lvnf Verdun, Treves, Mentz, Spires, Worms, 
many thousands of that unhappy people were 
pillaged and massacred”: nor had they felt a 
more bloody stroke since the persecution of Ha¬ 
drian. A remnant was saved by the firmness of 
their bishops, who accepted a feigned and tran¬ 
sient conversion; but the more obstinate Jews 
opposed their fanaticism to the fanaticism of the 
Christas, bamcadoed their houses/ and preci¬ 
pitating themselves, their families, and their 
wealth, into the rivers or the flames, disappointed 
the malice, or at least the avarice, of their im¬ 
placable foes. 

Between the frontiers of Austria and the seat 
of the Byzantine monarchy, the crusaders were 
compelled to traverse an interval of six hundred 
A.D.iogff. miles; the wild and desolate countries of Hun¬ 
gary* and Bulgaria. The soil is fhiitful, and 
intersected with rivers; but it p'as then covered 
with morasses and forests, which spread to a 
boundless extent, whenever man has ceased to 
exercise his dominion over the earth. Both na¬ 
tions had imbibed the rudiments of Christianity; 
the Hungarians were ruled by their native princes; 

(be wrote about A. D. 1170) they had recovered from these mas¬ 
sacres. 

37 These massacres ana Oepredationa on the Jews, which were 
renewed at each crusade, ate coolly related. It is true, that St 
Bernard (epi.st. 363 . tom.- i. p. 3 S 9 .) admonishes the Oriental 
Franks, non sunt persequeudi Judasi, non sunt trucidandi. The 
contrary doctrine had been preached by a rival monk. 

36 See the contemporary description of Hungary in Otho of Fn- 
singen, 1. ii. c. 31 : in Muratori, Script Kerum^taliearum, tom. vi. 
p. 665 , 666. 


The de¬ 
struction 
in Hun¬ 
gary and 
Asia 
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the Bulgarians by a lieutenant of the Greek cm- chap, 
peror; but, on the slightest provocation, their 
ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample provo¬ 
cation was afforded by the disorders of the first 
pilgrims. Agriculture must have been unskilful 
and languid among a people, whose cities were 
built of reeds and timber, which were deserted in 
tlie summer season for the tents of hunters and 
shepherds. A scanty supply of provisions was 
rudely, demanded, forcibly seized, and greedily 
consumed; and on the first quarrel, the crusaders 
gave a loose to indignation and revenge. But their 
ignorance of the country, of war, and of discipline, 
exposed them to every snare. The Greek praefect 
of Bulgaria commanded a regular force; at the 
trumpet of the Hungarian king, the eighth or the 
tenth of his martial subjects bent their bows and 
mounted on horseback; their policy was insidious, 
and their retaliation on these pious robbers was 
unrelenting and bloody*'-'. About a third of the 
naked fugitives, and the hermit Peter was of the 
number, escaped to the Thracian mountains; and 
the emperor, who respected the pilgrimage and 
succour of the Latins, conducted them by seciure 
and easy joumies to Constantinople, and advised 
them to await the arrival of their brethren. For 

*9 The old Huagariam, without exceptiiig Turotziiis, are ill in¬ 
formed of the first crusade, Which they mvolve'in a single passage. 

Katona, like ourselTcs, can oijly quote the writers of France; but 
he compares with local science the ancient and modem geography. 

Ante pertam Cgperon, is Sopron or Poson; Mallmlla, 2iEmlin; 

Flumns Maw, Saeua; Untax, i.«ith; Mesdvoch, or Morsfl’urg, 

Ouar, or Mown; ToUcnlwg, Pragg (de Regibus Rungari®, torn. 

Rh p. l^W.). 
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CHAP, a while they remember^ their faults and losses; 
but no sooner were they revived' by the hospitable 
entertainment, than their venom was again;in¬ 
flamed ; they stung their benefactor, and neither 
gardens, nor palaces, nor churches, were safe from 
their depredations. For his own safety, Alexius 
allured them to pass over to the Asiatic side of 
the Bosphorus; Haut their blind impetuosity soon 
urged them to desert the station which he had 
assigned, and to rush headlong against the Turks, 
who occupied the road of Jerusalem, The her¬ 
mit, conscious of his shame, bad withdrawn from 
the camp to Constantinople; and his lieutenant, 

1 Valter the Pennyless, who was worthy of a better 
command, attempted without success to intro¬ 
duce some order and prudence among the herd 
of savages. They separated in quest of prey, and 
themselves fell an easy prey to the arts of the 
sultan. By a rumom that their foremost com¬ 
panions were rioting in the spoils of his capital, 
Soliman tempted the main body to descend into 
the plain of Nice ; they were overwhelmed by the 
Turkish arrows; and a pyramid of bones'^’ in¬ 
formed their companions of the place of then- 
defeat Of the first crusaders, three hundred 
thousand had already perished, before a single 
city was rescued from the infidels, before their 
graver and more noble b:ethren had completed 
the preparations of their enterprise*' 

Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. x, p. 287.) describes this oruie 
xoAwfvt as a mountain i3ip7}\ar kcu Sodar kcu w^aros o^wAeywTOTo*', 

In the siege of Nice, such were used by the Franks dtemselves .’at 
(he jnatefials of a wall 
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CHAP. None of the great sovereigns of Europe embarked 
their persons in the first crusade. The emperor 
The chiefs Henry the fourth was not disposed to obey the sum- 

of the first /> i -i- f « c Vs 

crusade, mons 01 the pope ; Ehilip the Itfst of France was 
occupied by his pleasures; William Rufus of Eng¬ 
land by a. recent conquest; the kings of Spain were 
engaged in a domestic war against the Moors.; and 
the northern monarchs of Scotland, Denmark 
Sweden, and Poland, Were yet strangers to the pas¬ 
sions and interests of the South. The religious 
ardour was more strongly felt by the princes of the 
second order, who held an important place in the 
feudal system. Their situation will natiu-ally cast 
linder four distinct heads the review of their names 
and characters; but I may escape some needless re¬ 
petition, by observing at once, that courage and 
the exercise of arms are the common attribute of 
1. Godfrey these Christian adventurers. I. The first rank 
' coimcil is justly due to Godfrey 

of Bouillon; and happy woidd it have been for 
the crusaders, if they had trusted themselves to 
the sole conduct of that accomplished hero, a 
Worthy representative of Charlemagne, from whom 
he was descended in the female line. His fa¬ 
ther was of the noble race of the counts of Bou¬ 
logne ; Brabant, the lower province of Lorraine*^*, 

Theauthorof the Esprit desGroisades has doubted, and might 
have disbelieved, thecrasadeand ifttgic death of prince Sueno, with 
l.'iOO or 15,000 Danes, who was Cut off by sultan Soliman in 
Cappadocia, but who still lives in the poem of Tasso (tom. iv. p. 
111—115.). 

‘t'* The fraermenlB of the kingdoms of Lotharingia, or Lorraine, 
were broken into the two duchies, of the Moselle, and of the Meuse; 
the first has preserved its name, wliich in the latter has been 
changed into that of Brabant (Vales. Notit. Gall.gt. 283—288.) 
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was the inheritance of his mother; and by tlic 
emperor’s bounty, he was himself invested with 
that ducal title, which has been improperly trans¬ 
ferred to his lordship of Bouillon in the Ardennes^*. 
In the service of Henry the fourth, he bore the 
great standard of the empire, and pierced with his 
lance the breast of Rodolph, the rebel king: 
Godfrey was the first who ascended the walls of 
Rome; and his sickness, his vow, perhaps his 
remorse for bearing arms against the pope, con¬ 
firmed an early resolution of visiting the holy 
sepulchre, not as a pdgrim, but a deliverer. His 
valour was matured by prudence and moderation ; 
his piety, though blind, was sincere; and, in the 
tumult of a camp, he practised the real and ficti- 
, tious virtues of a convent. Superior to the private 
factions of the chiefs, he reserved his enmity for 
the enemies of Christ: and though he gained a 
kingdom by the attempt, his pure and disinte¬ 
rested zeal was acknowledged by his rivals. God¬ 
frey of Bouillon'^ wns accompanied by his two 
brothers, by Eustace the elder, who had succeeded 
to the county of Boulogne, and by the younger, 
Baldwin, a character of more ambiguous virtue. 
The duke of Lorraine was alike celebrated on 
either side of the Rhine : from his birth and edu¬ 
cation, he was equally conversant with the French 

See, in t^ie Description of Fraiitr, by tlic Abbe de Lonf'uerue, 
the articles of Boulof'ne, part i. p. .“id. Bruliiiil, part ii. p. 47, 48 
Bouillon, p. 134. On his departure, Godfrey sold or pawned 
Bouillon to the church for 1300 marks. 

See the family character-of Godfrey, in AA dliam of Tyre, 1. ix 
c. 5—8.; hispretiou.s design in Ginhert (p, 48d.) his sieknes.s and 
vow, in Bernard. Thesaur tc. 78,). 


LVIIl. 
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CHAP- atld Teutonic lauaruafires: the barons of France, 
Germany, and Lorraine, assembled their vassals; 
and the confederate forde that marched tinder his 
banner was composed of fourscore thousand foot 
and about ten thousand horse. II. Ir the parlia¬ 
ment that was held at Paris, in the king’s pre- 
slflaee, abotft two months ;^fter the council of Cler¬ 
mont, Hhgh; cbtint of Vermandois, was the most 
conspicuous of the princes who assumed the cross. 
Siepiien But-the appellation of the Gr^eat was applied, not 
so much to his merit or possessions (though neither 
wre contemptible), as to the royal birth of the 
brother of the king of France^. Robert, duke 
of Normandy, was the eldest son of William the 
Conqueror; but on his father’s death he was 
deprived of the kingdom of England, by his own 
indolence and the activity of his brother Rufus. 


JJ. Hugh 
of Ver- 
inandois, 
Kobcrt of 
Norman¬ 
dy, Rev 
her! of 
.i’iander'^, 
ep] 

of Char- 
Ires, Sec. 


The worth of Robert was' degraded by an exces¬ 
sive levity and easiness of temper: his cheerful¬ 
ness seduced him to the indulgence of pleasure; 
his profuse liberality impoverished the prince and 
people; his indiscriminate clemency multiplied 
the number of offenders; and the amiable qua¬ 
lities of a private man became the essential de¬ 
fects of a sovereign. For the trifling sum of ten 
thousand marks, he mortgaged Normandy diudng 
his absence to the English usurper*^; but his- 


■*6 Anna Comnena supposes, that Hugh was proud of his no¬ 
bility, riches, and power (1. x. p. 288.); the two lastMtiqles appear 
more equivocal; but an €iry(iitia, which seven hundred years ago 
was famous m the palace of GonsUntmople, attests the ancient 
dignity of the Capetlan family of France. 

*1 Will. Gemeticensis, 1. vii. c. 7. p. 672 , 673 . in Camden. Norma- 
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engagement and behaviour in the holy war, an- CIJap, 
nounced in Robert a reformation of manners, 
and restored him in some degree to the public 
esteem. Another Robert was count of Flanders, 
a royal province, which, in this centuiy-, gave 
three queens to the thrones of France, England, 
and Denmark: he was amiamed the Sword and 
Lance of the Christians; out in the exploits of a 
solcber, he sometimes forgot the duties of a ge¬ 
neral. Stephen, count of Chartres, of Blois, and 
of Troyes, was one of tlie richest j^rinces of tlie 
age; and tlie number of his castles has been 
compared to the three hundred and sixty-five 
days of the year. His mind w-as improved by 
literature; and, in the council of the chiefs, the 
eloquent Stephen^ was chosen to discharge the 
office of their president. These four were the 
principal leaders of the French, the Normans, and 
the pilgrims of the British isles: but the list of 
the barons who were possessed of three or four 
towns, would exceed, says a contemporary, the 
catalogue of the Trojan war*’. III. In the south ill. Ray- 
of France, the command was assumed by Adhe- Tholousf 
mar, bishop of Puy, the pope’s legate, and by 

nicis. He pawne<l the duchy for one hundredth part of the present 
yearly revenue. Ten thousand marks may be equal to five hundred 
thousand livres, and Normandy annually yields fifty-seven millions 
to the king (Necker, Administration des Finances, tom. i p. i!87.). 

^ Hb original letter to his wife is inserted in the Spicllcgium of 
Dom. Luc. d’Acheri, tom. iv., and quoted in the Esprit des Croi- 
•ades, tom. i. p. 63. 

*9 Unius enim, duum, trium sen quatuor oppidorum dominos 
quii numeret? quorum tanta fuit copia, utnonvix totidemTrojana 
obsidio coegisse putetur (Ever the lively and interesting Guibert, 

•p- 486.1. 

VOL. XI. r> 
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CHAP. Rayipoiid, count of St. Giles and Tholouse, 
who added the prouder titles of duke of Nar~ 
bonne and .marquis of Provence. The former 
was a respectable prelate, alike qualified for this 
world and the next. The latter was a veteran 
warrior, who had fought against the Saracens of 
Spain, and who consecjated hie declining age, 
not only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual 
service, of the holy sepulchre. His exjrerience 
and riches gave him a strong ascendant in the 
Christian camp, whose distress he was often able, 
and sometimes willing, to relieve. But it was 
easier for him to extort the praise of the Infidels, 
than to preserve the love of his subjects and 
associates. His emipent qualities were clouded 
by a temper, haughty, envious, and obstinate; 
and, though he resigned an ample patrimony, 
for the cause of God, his piety, in the public 
opinion, was not exempt from avarice and am¬ 
bition^'. A mercantile, rather than a martial 
spirit, prevailed among his provinciah^\ a com¬ 
mon name, which included the natives of Au¬ 
vergne and Languedoc^, the vassals of the king¬ 
dom of Burgundy or Arles. From the adjacent 

M It IS singular enoiigli, tliat Raymond otSc Giles, a second cha¬ 
racter in the genuine liistoty- of the crusades, should shine as the 
first of heroes in the writings of the Greeks (Anna Comnen. Alex- 
iad, 1. X, xi.) and the Arabians (Longueruana, p. ICQ.)* 

Oinncs de Burgundid, et Alvemia, et VasconU, et Gothi (of 
Languedoc), provinciales appellabantur, exteri vero Francigenx et 
hoc in exercitu: inter hostes autein Franci dicebantur. Itaymond 
des Agiles, p. 144. 

The town of his birth, or first appanage, was consecrated to St. 
jEgidius, whosc'nairie, as early as the first crusade, was corrupted by 
th«.Frelich into St. Gilles, or St. Giles. It is situate in the Lowet 
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frontier of Spain, lie drew a band of liardy ad- ciia?. 
Tenturefs; as he marched through L()ml)aidv, a 
crond of Italians flocked to his standard, and his 
united force consisted of one hundred thousand 
horse and foot. If Raymond was the first to 
enlist and the last to depart, the delay may be 
excused by the greatness of his preparation and 
the promise of an everlasting farewell. ]V. The JV n.,h.- 
name of Bohemond, the son of Robert (luiscard, 

Mas already famous by his double A'ictory over 
the (Treek emperor: but his father’s Vvill had 
reduced him to the ])rincipality of Tarentum, 
and the remembrance of his Eastern trophies, till 
he Mas awakened by the rumour and passage of 
the French pilgrims. It is in the person of this 
Norman chief that mc may seek for the cooh'st 
policy and ambition, M’ith a small allay of religions 
fanaticism. His conduct may justify a belief that 
he had secretly directed the design of the pope, 
which he affected to second with astonishment and 
zeal: at the siege of Amalphi, his example and 
discourse inflamed the passions of a confederate 
army: he instantly tore his garment to supply 
crosses for the numerous candidates, and prepared 
to visit Constantinople and Asia at tlie head of 
ten thousand horse and twenty thousand foot. 

Several princes of the Norman race aceompanied 
this veteran general; and his cousin ’ranered ’ 

Langiietloc, between Nisnirsaiid tlic Itln’n'e, .iiid ^fdl j col- 

tcglate church of the found-itloii of Rn iiioiid ' Mi-ljo.-t-.. tires d’uiic 
grande Biblinthequc, tom, xxxvh, p. ol.), 

*3 Tlie mother of'I'ancrcd was luiiiiia, s’wlcr of tlic irreai Itobt 11 
Guijcard; his father, the IMarnius Odn the CohhI. It m singular 
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was the partner, rather than the servant, of the 
war. In the accomplished character of Xfiucred, 
we discover . all the virtues of a perfect knight®*, 
the true spirit of chivalry, which inspired the ge¬ 
nerous sentiments and social offices of man, far 
better than the base philosophy, or the baser reh- 
gion, of the times. 

Between tlie age of Charlemagne and that of 
the crusades, a revolution had taken place among 
the* Spaniards, tlic Normans, and the French, 
which was gradually extended to the rest of Eu¬ 
rope, The service of the infnitry was degraded 
to the plebeians; tlie cavalry formed the strength 
of the armies, and the honourable name of miles, 
or soldier, was confined to the gentlemen" who 
served on horseback, and were invested with the 

enough, that the family and country of so illustrious a person should 
be unknown . but Muratori reasonably conjectures that he was an 
Italian, and yrerhaps of the race of the marquigses of Montferrat in 
Piedmont (Script, torn. v. p. 281, 282.). 

^ To gratify the childish vanity of the house of Esie, Tasso has 
inserted inhi.s poem, and in the first crusade, a fabulous hero, the 
brave and amorous Rinaldo (x. 75. xvii.66—Q^-)- He might borrow 
his name from a Rinaldo, with the Aquilabianca Estense, who van¬ 
quished, as the standard-bearer of the Roman church, the emperor 
Frederic I. (Storia Imperiale di Ricobaldo, in Muratori Script. 
Ital.tom. ix. p. 3C0. Ariosto, Orlando Furioso, iii. 30.). But, 1. The 
distance of sixty years between the youth of the two Rinaldos, de¬ 
stroys their identity. 2.1'he Storia Imperiale is a forgery of the Conte 
Boyardo, at the end of the xvth century (Muratori, p. S81—289.). 
3. This Rinaldo, and his exploits, are not less chimerical than the 
hero of Tasso (Muratori, Antichiti Estense, tom. 1. p. 350.). 

55 Of the words gcntilis, genhliiomme, getUltmon, two etymologies 
are produced; 1. From the Barbarians of the fifth century, the sol- 
diens, and at length the conquerors of the Roman empire, who were 
vain of their foreign nobility’: and, 2. From the sense of the civi- 
liani, who consider gentilis as synonymous with ingntuus. Selden 
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Cltivalry. 
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character of knighthood. The dukes and counts, 
who had usurped the right's of sovereignty, di¬ 
vided the provinces among their faithful barons : 
the barons distributed among their vassals the fiefs 
or benefices of their jurisdiction ; and these mili¬ 
tary tenants, the peers of each other and of their 
lord, composed the noble or equestrian order, 
which disdained to conceive the peasant or 
burgher as of the same species \vith themselves. 
The dignitv of their birth was preserved by piue 
and equal alliances; their sons alone, who could 
juoduce four quarters or lines of ancestry, with¬ 
out spot or reproach, might legally pretend to 
the honour of knighthood; but a valiant plebeian 
was sometimes enriched and ennobled by the 
sword, and became the father of a new race. 
A single knight could impart, according to his 
judgment, the character which he received; and 
the warlike sovereigns of Euro|)e derived more 
glory from this personal distinction, than from 
the lustre of their diadem. This ceremony, of 
which some traces may be found in Tacitus and 
the woods of Germanyvras in its origin simple 
and profane; the candidate, after some previous 
trial, was invested with the sword and spurs; 
and his cheek or shoulder was touched with a 
slight blow, as an emblem of the last aflTront, 
which it was lawful for him to endure. But 
superstition mingled in evei^' public and private 


CHAP. 

LVIII. 


jnclines to the first, but the latter is more pure, as well as pro¬ 
bable. 

Framca scutoque juvenem ornaiit. Tacitus, Germania, c. 13. 



38 


THE DECLINE a54D FALL 

CllAJ’. action of life; in the holy wars, it sanctified the 
profession of arms; and the order of chi rally was 
assimilated in its rights and prinleges to the sacred 
orders of priesthood. The bath and white gar¬ 
ment of the novice were an indecent copy of 
the regeneration of baptism: his sword, which he 
offered on the altar, was blcsseti by the ministers 
of religion: his solemn reaction was preceded 
by fasts and vigils; and he was created a knight 
in the name of God, of St. George, and of St. 
Michael the archangel. He swore to accomplish 
the duties of his profession; and education, ex¬ 
ample, and the public opinion, were the invio¬ 
lable guardians of his oath. As the champion of 
God and the ladies (I blush to unite such discor¬ 
dant names), he devoted himself to speak the 
truth; to maintain the right; to protect the dis¬ 
tressed; to practise courtesy, a virtue less familiar 
to the ancients; to pursue the infidels; to despise 
the allurements of case and safety; and to vindi¬ 
cate in every perilous adventure the honour of 
his character. The abuse of the same spirit pro*- 
voked the illiterate knight to disdain the arts of 
industry and peace; to esteem himself the sole 
judge and avenger of his own injuries; and 
proudly to neglect the laws of civil society and 
military discipline. Yet the benefits of this insti¬ 
tution, to refine the temper of Harbaxians, and 
to infuse some principles of fiiith, justice, and 
humanity, were strongly felt, and have been often 
observed. The asperity of national prejudice was 
softened; and the community of religion and 
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arms spread a similar colour and generous emu- chap. 
lation over the face of Christendom, Abroad, 
in rnte]j)rise and pilgrimage, at home in martial 
exercise, the warriors of every country were per¬ 
petually associated; and impartial taste must pre¬ 
fer a Gothic tournament to the Olympic ‘ games 
of classic antiquity^h Instead of the naked 
spectacles which corrupted the manners of the 
Greeks, and banished from the starlium the vir¬ 
gins and matrons; the pompous decoration of 
the lists was crowned with the presence of chaste 
and high-bom (beauty, from whose hands the 
conqueror received the prize of his dexterity and 
courage. The skill and strength that were ex¬ 
erted in wrestling and boxing, bear a distant and 
doubtful relation to the merit of a soldier; but 
the touniaments, as they were invented in France, 
and eagerly adopted both in the East and Wcst, 
presented a lively image of the business of the 
held. The single combats, the general skinnish, 
the defence of a pass, or castle, were rehearsed 
as in actual service; and the contest, botli in 
real and mimic war, was decided by the superior 
management of the horse and lance. The lance 
was the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight: 
liis horse was of a large and heavy breed; but 
this charger, till he was roused by the approach- 


The athletic exercises, particularly the ca-stu'^ ami |)aiicruUui)i, 
were condemned bv Lycurgus, Philopoemen, and (hilcn, a lawgiver, 
a general, and a |)hvsician. Againsttheirautlionlyjiiid reasons, the 
reader may weijrh the apology of Lucian, in the character of Solon. 
SoeWest on the Olympic Games, in his Pindar, vol. li p. S(i—<j0'. 
g-lo—2-f8. 



40 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, ing clanger, vras usually led by an attendant, and 
he quietly rode a pad or palfrey of a more easy 
pace. His helmet, and sword, his greaves, and 
buckler, it would be superfluous to describe; but 
I may remark, that at the period of the crusades, 
the armour was less ponderous than in later 
times; and.idtat, instead of a massy cuirass, his 
breast wag defended by an hauberk or coat of 
mail. Whai their long lances were fixed in the 
rest, the -warriors furiously spurred their horses 
against the foe; and the light cavalry of the 
Turks and Arabs could seldom stand against the 
direct and impetuous weight of their charge. 
Each knight was attended to rim field by his 
faithful squire, a youth of equal birth and simi¬ 
lar hopes; he was foUowed by his archers and 
men at arms, and four,.,or -five, or six soWiers, 
were computed as the furniture of a complete 
lance. In the expeditions to the neighbouring 
kingdoms or the Holy Land, the duties of the 
feudal tenure no longer subsisted; the voluntary 
service of the knight's and their followers was 
either prompted by zeal, m attachment, or pur¬ 
chased with rewards and promises; and the num¬ 
bers of each squadron were measured by the 
power, the wealth, and the fame, of each inde¬ 
pendent chieftain. They were distinguished by 
bis banner, his armorial coat, and his cxy of 
war; and the most ancient families of Europe 
must seek in these atchievements the origin and 
proof of tHeir nobility. • In this rapid portrait of 
chivalry, I have been urged to anticipate on the 
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stonf of the crusades, at once an effect, and a cause, 
of this memorable institution™. 

ouch were the troops, and such • the leaders, March of 
who assumed the cross for the deliverance of the 
holy sepulchre. As soon as they were relieved 
by the absence of the plebeian multitude, they 109C, Au- 
eucouruged eadi other, l^y interviews snd mes- ad.I w, 
sages, to accomplish their vow, and hasten their ^^y- 
departure. Their wives and sMters were desirous 
of partaking the danger and merit of the pilgri¬ 
mage; their portable treasures were conveyed in 
bars of silver and gold; and the princes and ba¬ 
rons were attended by their equipage of hounds 
and hawkato amuse their leisure and ,.to supply 
their table. The difficulty of procuring subsist¬ 
ence for so many m;^ad8 of men and horses, 
engaged them to separate their forces; their 
choice or situation determined the road; and 
it was agreed to meet in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople, and from thence to begin their 
operations against the Turks. From thO banks of 
the Meuse and the Moselle, Godfrey of Bouillon 
followed the direct way of Germany, Hungarjs 
and Bulgaria; and, as long as he exercised the 
sole command, every step afforded some proof of 
his prudence and virtue. On the confines of 
Himgary he was stopped three weeks by a Chris- 


*8 On the curious subjects of knighthood, knights-service, no-,^ 
bility, arms, cry of war, banners, and tournaments, an ample fund 
of information may be sought in Selden (Opera, tom. iii. 

Tides of Honour, part ii. c. 1 . 3 . 5 . 8 .), Ducange (Glol&.'LatuK.'i 
tom. iv. p. 398— 412 , &c.), Dissertations sur Joinville (i. vi.-;r^i.',^ 
P- —l 4 f, p. 165—222.), and M. de St, Palaye (Mtmoires sur la 
Che\aleric). 
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CHAP, tian people, to whom the name, or at least the 
abuse, of the cross was justly odious. The Huu^ 
garians still smarted with the wounds which they 
liad received from the first pilgrims: in their turn 
they had abused the right of defence and retalia¬ 
tion ; and they had reason to apprehend a severe 
revenge from an hero of the same nation, and 
who was engaged in the same cause. But, after 
weighing the motives and the events, the vir¬ 
tuous duke was content to 'pity the crimes and 
misfortunes of his worthless brethren ; and his 
twelve deputies, the messengers of peace, re¬ 
quested in his name a free passage and an equal 
market. To remove their suspicions, Godfrey 
trusted himself and afterwards his brother, to 
the faith of Carloman king of Hungary, who 
treated them with a simple but hospitable enter¬ 
tainment : the treaty was sanctified by their com¬ 
mon gospel; and a proclamation, under pain of 
death, restrained the animosity and licence of the 
Latin soldiers. I'rom Austria to Belgrade, they 
traversed the plains of Hungary, without endur¬ 
ing or offering an injury; and the proximity of 
Carloman, who hovered on their flanks with liis 
numerous cavalry, was a precaution not less use¬ 
ful for their safety than for his own. They 
reached the banks of the Save; and no sooner 
had they passed the river, than the king of Hun¬ 
gary restored the liostages, and saluted their de¬ 
parture with the fairest wishes for the success 
of their enterprise. With the same conduct 
and discipline. Godfrey pervaded the woods of 
Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrape; and might 
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congratulate himself, that he had alnio.st reached ril.W, 
the fir.st teim of his pilgrimage, urthoiit drawing 
Ids su'ord against a Christian adversary. After 
an easy and pleasant journey through I.,ombardy, 
from Turin to Aquileia, Raymond and his pro- 
rincials marched forty days through the savage 
eountr)' of Dalmatiaand Sclavonia. The wea¬ 
ther was a perjietual fog; the land w-as moun¬ 
tainous and dc.solate; the natives were either 
fugitive or hostile: loose in their religion and 
government, they refused to furnish provisions or 
guides; murdered the stragglers; and exercised 
by night and day the vigilance of the count, who 
derived more security from the punishment of 
some captive robbers than from his interview and 
treaty with the prince of Scodra**’. His march- 
between Durazzo and Constantinople ^vas ha¬ 
rassed, without being stopped, by the peasants and 
soldiers of the Greek emperor; and the same 
faint and ambiguous hostility was prepared for 
tlm remaining chiefs, who passed the Adriatic 
from the coast of Italy'. Rohemond had arms and 
vessels, and foresight and discipline; and his 

Tile iMiniha- D.ilmalic.t- of Dncange are meagre aiirl imper¬ 
fect; the national hisloriaiii, arc recent and fabulous, the Greek*, 
remote and careless, ]n the year I 104, Cokniian reduced the iiia- 
ritime country as I'ar as Trau diul Salona [Katuna, Hist Grit, tom 
iii. p. iy5—207 ). 

Scodras appears in Lny as the capital and fortress of Genlnis 
kin^; of the Illyrians, arx ninniti.ssnna, altei wards a Itoinan colonv 
(Cellarins, tom. i. p. .SftS, :tij4 ). It is now c.dled Iseod.ar, or Scu¬ 
tari (D’Anville, Geo;,raphic Aiicieiiue, tom i p. Ui4.), The saii- 
Jtak (notv a pasha) of Scutari, or Schendeire, was the viiith under 
theBcglerhcfi of Roinatna, and furnished fiOO soldiers on a revenue 
of 78,787 rile-dolldis (Mtirsigh, Stato .Militare del Jmpeno Otloma- 
no, p. 128-). 
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CHAP, name was not forgotten in the provinces of 
Epirus and Thessaly. Whatever obstacles he 
encountered - were surmounted 1)y his military 
conduct and the valour of Tancred; and if the 
Norman prince affected to spare the Greeks, he 
^mrged his soldiers with the full plunder of an 
heretical castleThe nobles of France pressed 
forwards with the vain and thoughtless ardour of 
which their nation has been sometimes accused. 
From the Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh 
the Great, of the two Roberts, and of Stephen 
of Chartres, through a wealthy country, and 
amidst the applauding Catholics, was a devout 
or triumphant progress: they kissed the feet of 
the Roman pontiff; and the golden standard of 
St. Peter was delivered to the brother of the 
French monarch'i But in this visit of piety 
and pleasure, they neglected to secure the season, 
and the means, of their embarkation: the winter 
was insensibly lost: their troops were scattered 
and corrupted in the towms of Italy. They sepa¬ 
rately accomplished their passage, regardless of 
safety or dignity: and within nine months from 
the feast of the Assumption, the day appointed by 
ITrban, all the Latin princes had reached Constan- 

In Pelagonia castrum haeretiedm.spoliatum cum 

suis hahitatoribus igne combussere. Nfc id eis injuria contigit: 
quia illorum detestabibs sermo et cancer serpebat, jamque circum- 
jacentes regiones suo pravo dogmate foedaverat (^Robert. Mon. 
p. 36, 37.). After coolly relating tbe fict, tbe archbishop Baldric 
adds, as a praise, Omnes siquidem illi riatores, Judeos, h®reticos, 
Saracenos aequaliter habent exosos; quos omnes appellant inimicos 
Dei (p. 92.). 

6* AeaXaSo^n'or aro ttiv xf'xnji' jov ‘Kyiou TifTgov injgMV 

(Alexiad, 1, x. p. 288.). 
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tinople. But the count of Vermandois was pro- CH Al'. 
Juced as a captive; his foremost vessels were scat- ^ 
tered by a tempest; and his 2)erson,. against the 
law of nations, was detained by the lieutenants of 
Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been 
announced by four-and-twenty knights in golden 
armour, who commanded the emperor to revere 
the general of the Latiir Christians, the brother of 
the King of kings/ 

In some Oriental tale I have read the fable of a Policy of 
shepherd, who was ruined by the acconiplishmejit 
of his own wishes: he had prayed for water ; the osC’omne- 
Cannes was turned into his grounds, and his Dc- 
dock and cottage were swept away by the inun- ^ 
dation. Such was the fortune, or at least the 
apprehension, of the Greek emperor Alexius 
Comnenus, whose name has already appeared in 
this history, and whose conduct is so differently 
represented by his tlaughter Anne^’‘, and by the 


63 'O BotriAfut Tuiv 0a(ri\(aiy, Kai agx’r/'os tou i’QoJyMou rfaTfc^nrur 
i^ravTos This Oriental pomp is extravagant in a count of V’erman- 
dois, but the patriot Ducange repeats with much complacency 
(Not. ad Alexiatl. p 352, ShS. Dissert, xxvii.sur Joinville, p.3!5.), 
the passages of Matthew Paris (A. D. 1254.) and Proissard (lol.iv. 
p. 201 ), which style the king of France, rex regiuii, and chef de 
tous les rois Chretiens. 

6^ Anna Comnena was bom the 1st of December, A D 1(183, 
indiction vii. (Alexiad. 1. vi. p. 166 , 167 )■ At thirteen, the tunc 
of the first crusade, she was nubile, and perhaps married to the 
younger Nicephorus Bryenniiis, whom she fondly styles tov cfioy 
Kajcrapo (1. x. p. 205, 206 .). Some modems have ima'^incd, that 
her enmity to Bohemond was the fruit of disap|K)inted loie. In 
the transactions of Constantinople and Nice, her partial accounts 
(Alex. I. X, xi. p. 283—317 ) niay he opposed to the partiality 
of the Latins, but in their subsequent exploits she is brief and 
ignorant. 
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I.VIII. 


Latin writers'^. In the council of Placentia, his 
amhas.‘^adors had solicited a moderate succour, 
perhaps of ten thousand soldiers:' but he was 
astonished by the approach of so many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The emperor fluc¬ 
tuated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage; but in the crooked policy which he 
mistook for wisdom, I cannot believe, I cannot 
discern, that he maliciously conspired against the 
life or honour of the French heroes. The pro¬ 
miscuous multitudes of Peter the Hermit were 
savage l>easts, alike destitute of humanity and 
reason: nor was it possible for Alexius to pre¬ 
vent or deplore their destruction. The troops of 
Godfrey and his peers were less contemptible, 
but not less suspicious, to the Greek emperor. 
Their motives might be pure and pious; but he 
was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the 
ambitious Bohemond, and his ignorance of the 
Transalpine chiefs : the courage of the Frcncli 
w'as blind and headstrong ; they might be tempted 
by the luxury and wealth of Greece, and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible strength; 
and Jerusalem might be forgotten in the prospect 
of Constantinople. After a long march and pain¬ 
ful abstinence, the troops of Godfrey encamped 
in the plains of Thrace; they heard with indig¬ 
nation, that their brother, the count of Verman- 
dois, was imprisoned by the Greeks; and their 


In their views nf the character and conduct of Alexius, 
Maiiidiourg has favoured the Catholic Franks, and Voltaire has 
heen |)artial to the schis^nafic Greeks. The prejudice of a philoso 
pluT is less excusable than that of a Jesuit. 
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reluctant duke was compelled to indulge them 
in some freedom of retaliation and rapine. Thc\ 
w'cre appeased by the submission of Alexius; he 
promised to supply their camp ; and as they re- 
fitscd, in the midst of winter, to pass the Bospho¬ 
rus, their quarters were assigimd among the gar¬ 
dens and palaces on the shores of that nanow sea. 
But an incurable jealousy still rankled in the 
minds of the two nations, who despised each other 
as slaves and Barbarians. Ignorance is the ground 
of suspicion, and suspicion was inflamed into daily 
provocations: prejudice is blind, hunger is deaf; 
and Alexius is accused of a design to starve or 
assault the Latins in a dangerous post, on all 
sides encompassed with the waters'’''. Godfrey 
sounded his trumpets, burst the net, over.spreatl 
the plain, aud insulted the suburbs: but the 
gates of Constantinople were strongly fortified; 
the ramparts were lined with archers; and after 
a doubtful conflict, both parties listened to the 
voice of peace and religion. The gifts and 
promises of the emperor insensibly soothed the 
fierce .spirit of the western strangers; as a Chris¬ 
tian warrior, he rekindled their zeal for tin* pro¬ 
secution of their holy enterprise, which he en¬ 
gaged to second with his troops and treasures. 
On the return of spring, Godfrey was persuaded 


Between the Black Sea, the Bo^pltorus, and the river Barhyses, 
which IS deep in summer, and runs fifteen miles throutrh a flat 
meadow. Its commumealion with Jfuropc and Constantinople is 
by the stone bridge of the Bludierna-, which in successive ages was 
restored by Justinian aud Bu.sil (Gvllius de Bosplioro^liracio, 1. ii. 
c. 3. Ducange C. P. Christiana, I. i'.c.£ |). 17 y.). 
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to occupy a pleasant and plentiful camp in Asia ; 
and no sooner had he. passed the Bo^pliorus, than 
the Greek vessels were suddenly recalled to the 
opposite shore. The same policy was repeated 
with the succeeding chiefs, who were swayed by 
the example, and weakened by the departure, of 
their foremost companions. By bis skjll and dili¬ 
gence, Alexius prevented the union of any two 
of the confederate armies at the same moment 
under the walls of Constantinople; and before tire 
feast of the Pentecost not a Latin pilgrim was left 
on the coast of Europe. 

The sartie arras which threatened Europe might 
deliver Asia, and repel the Turks from the neigh¬ 
bouring shores of the Bosphorus and Helles’jront. 
The fair provinces from Nice to Antioch were 
the recent patrimony of the Roman emperor; 
and his ancient and perpetu,al claim still embraced 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. In his en¬ 
thusiasm, Alexius indulged, or affected, the am¬ 
bitious hope of leading his new allies to subvert 
the thrones of the East; but the calmer dictates 
of reason and temper dissuaded Irim from exposing 
his royal person to the faith of unknown and 
lawless Barbarians. His prudence, or his pride, 
was content with extorting from the French 
princes an oath of homage and fidelity, and a 
solemn promise, that they would either restore, 
or hold, their Asiatic conquests, as the humble 
and loyal vassals of the Roman empire. Their 
independent spirit was fired at the mention of 
this foreign and voluntary servitude: they suc¬ 
cessively yielded to the dexterous application of 
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■gifts and flatten'; and the first proselytes became 
the most eloquent and effectual missionaries to 
midtiply the companions of their shame. The 
pride of Hugli of Vermandois was soothed by 
the honours of his captinty ; and in the brother 
of the X^rench king, the example of submission 
was prevalent and weighty. In the mind of God¬ 
frey of Bouillon ever)' human consideration was 
subordinate to the glory of God and the success 
of the crusade. He had firmly resisted the temp¬ 
tations of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged 
the attack and conquest of Constantinople. Alex¬ 
ius esteemed his virtues, deservedly named him 
the champion of the empire, and dignified his 
homage with the filial name and the rights of 
adoptionThe hateful Bohemond was received 
as a true and ancient ally; and if the emperor 
reminded him of former hostilities, it was only 
to praise the valour that he had displayed, and 
the glory that he had acquired, in the fields of 
Durazzo and Larissa. The son of Guiscard ^\ns 
lodged and entertained, and served witli Imperial 
pomp: one day, as he passed through the gallery 
of the palace, a door was carelessly left open to 
expose a pde of gold and silver, of silk and gems, 
of curious and costly furniture, that was heaped 
in seeming disorder, from the floor to the roof 
of the chamber. “ What conquests,” exclaimed 


There were two sorts of adaption, the one bj- arms, llic other 
oy introducing the ion between the sliirt and skin of his father. 
Ducange (sur Joinville, diss. xxii. p. 270 .) supposes Gotlfrey’s 
idoption to have been of the latter sort. 

VOI,. XI. E 
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CHAP, the ambitious miser, “ might not be atchieved hf 
“ the possession of sueh a treasure ?” “ It is yoiu 
‘‘own,” replied a Greek attendant, who watch¬ 
ed the motions of his soul; and Bohemond, after 
some hesitation, condescended to accept this 
magnificent present. The Nonnan was flattered 
by the assurance of an independent principality; 
and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his dai- 
ing demand of the office of great domestic, or 
general, of the East. The two Roberts, the sou 
of the conqueror of England, and the kinsman 
of three queens*''’, bowed in their turn before the 
Byzantine throne. A private letter of Stephen 
of Chartres attests his admkation of the emperor, 
the most excellent and liberal of men, who tauglit 
him to believe that he was a favourite, and jrro- 
mised to educate and establish his youngest son: 
In his .southern province, the count of St. Gilc.^: 
and Tholouse faintly recognised the supremacy ol 
the king of France, a prince of a foreign nation 
and language. At the head of an hundred thou¬ 
sand men, he declared that he was the soldier and 
servant of Christ alone, and that the Greek might 
be satisfied with an equal treaty of alliance and 
friendship. His obstinate resistance enhanced the 
value and the price of his submission; and he 
shone, says the princess Anne, among the Barba¬ 
rians, as the sun amidst the stars of heaven. His 
disgust of the noise and insolence of the Frencli. 


After his return, Robert of Flanders became, the man of thi 
king of F.n 5 iand, for a [lensioii of four hundred marks. See the 
first act in Rvnior’s Foedera. 
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Im su.spicions of the designs of Bohemond, the 
fifcperor imparted to his faithftll Raymond; and 
Ifcat aged statesman might clearly discern, that 
kowever false in friendship, he was si^ere in his 
temity®^ The spint of chivalry was last subdued 
jp the person of Tancred; and nod^ could deem 
^tcmselves dishonoured by the imitation of that 
gallant knight- He disdained the gold and flat¬ 
tery of the Greek monarch; assaulted in his pre- 
(jjtace an insolent patrician; escaped to Asia in 
^ habit of a private soldier; and yielded with 
ST^igh to the authority of Bohemond and the 
interest of the Christian cause. The best and 
MR>st ostensible reason was the impossibility of 
pissing the sea and accomplishing their vow, 
it^hout tlie licence and the vessels of Alexius; 
bttt they cherished a secret hope, that as soon as 
trod the continent of Asia, their swords 
iifuld obliterate their shame, and dissolve the 
i<jS|gagement, which on his .side, might not be 
faithfully performed. The ceremony of their 
^feiage wa.s grateful to a people nho liad long 
^ce considered pride as the substitute of power, 
^igh on his throne, the emperor sat mute and 
immoveable; his majesty Avas adored by the 
jpatin princes; and they submitted to kiss either 
ps feet or his knees, an indignity whicli their owm 
irriters are ashamed to confes.s, and unable to 
fienv'"' 
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CHAP. 

LVJII. 


Senait vetus regnandi, falsos in anior;’, odia non fiiigpro. 
I'acit. vi. 44. 

•" J lie proud historians of the crusadts slide .and st'.in.hic osa r 
dii'^ luujidlatiiig step Ytt, miku the luror. lii'h to .dull' iht 
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CifAR 

Lvjir. 


Insolence 
of the 
Franks. 


Private or public interest suppressed the mur¬ 
murs of the dukes and counts; but a French 
baron (he is supposed to be Robert of Paris*') 
presumed to ascend the throne, and to place him¬ 
self by the side of Alexius. The sage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in his bar¬ 
barous idiom, “ Who is this rustic, that keeps 
“ his seat, while So many valiant captains are 
“standing round him?” The emperor main¬ 
tained his silence, dissembled his indignation, 
and questioned his interpreter concerning the 
meaning of the words, which he p^tly suspected 
from the universal language of gesture and coun¬ 
tenance. Before the departure of the pilgrims, 
he endeavoured to loam the name and condition 
of the audacious baron. “ I am a Frenchman,” 
replied Robert, “ of the purest and most ancient 
“ nobility of my country. All that I know is, 
that there is a church in my neighbourhood'', 


emperor as he sat motionless oh his throne, it is clear that they must 
have kissed either his feet or kiice.s. It is only singular, tluit Anna 
should not have amply supplied the silence or ambiguity of the 
l.atins. The abasement Of their princes would have added a fiilr 
ehapter to the Ceremoniale Aula; Byrantinai. 

rt He called himself t^cJyos KaOago! rav (uytyuy (Alexias, 1. x. 
p. 301.). What a title of nollmc oT the xith century, if any one 
could now prove his inheritance! Anna relates, with visible plea- 
that the swelling Barbarian, Aorivos Trre^/ievoi, was killed, 
or wounded, after fighting in the front in the battle of Dorylaeum 
(I. xi. p. 317.). This circumstance may justify the suspicion of 
Ducange (Not. p. 36s.), that he was no other than Robert of Paris, 
of the district most peculiarly styled the Duchy or Island of France 
(L’Isle de France). 

'• ith the same penetration, Ducange discovers his church to 
be that of .St. Drausus, or Drosin, of Soissons, quern duello diml- 
caturi solent invocare. pugiles qui ad raemoriaui ejus (his toml) 
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the resort of those ^vho are desirous of approv- CHAP 
"* ing their valour in single combat Till an 
enemy appears, they address their prayers to 
“ God and his saints. That church I have fre- 
quently viated, but never have I found an 
antagPnist who ^ared to accept my defiance.” 

Alexius dismissed the challenger with some pru¬ 
dent advice for his conduct in the Turkish war¬ 
fare ; and history repeats with pleasure this 
lively example of the manners of his age and 
country. 

The conquest of Asia was undertaken and at- TiieJr rc- 
cliieved by Alexander, with thirty-five thousand 
Macedonians and Greeks”; and his best hope A.n.ioyr, 
was in the strength and discipline of his plialanx 
of infentry. The principal force of the crusaders 
consisted in their cavalry; and when that force 
was mustered in the plains of Bithynia, tlie 
knights and their martial attendants on horseback 
amounted to one hundred thousand fighting men, 
wmpletely armed wth the helmet and coat of 
!inail. The value of these soldiers deserved a 
;strict and authentic account; and the flower of 
European chivalry might furnish, in a first effort, 
this formidable body of heavy horse. A part of 
the infiintry might be enrolled for the service of 
scouts, pioneers, and archers; but the promis- 


■pemoctant invictos reddit, ut et dc BurgundiA et Italia tali nece«- 
iitate confugiatur ad eum. Joan. Sanberiensis, episf 139- 

There is some diversity on the numbers of his army; but no 
'authority can be compared with that of Ptolemy, who states it at 
five thousand hors# and thirty thousand foot Csee Usher’s .tnnalei, 
vp. 152.), 
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CHAP, cuous crowd ww lost in their own disorder ; and 
we depend not pn the eyes or knowledge, but 
on the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of count 
Baldwin”, in the estimate of six hundred thou¬ 
sand pilgrims able to bear arms, besides, the 
priests and monks, the women and children, of 
the Latin camp. The reader starts; and before 
he is recovered from bis surprise, I shall add, on 
the same testimony, that if all who took the cross 
had accomplished their vow, above six millions 
would have migrated from Europe to Asia. Un¬ 
der this oppression of faith, I derive some relief 
from a more sagacious and thinking writer ’, 
who, after the same review of the cavalry, accuses 
the credulity of the priest of Chartres, and even 
doubts whether the Cisalpine regions (in the geo¬ 
graphy of a Frenchman) were sufficient to pro¬ 
duce and pour forth such incredible multitiules. 
The coolest scepticism will remember, that of 
these rehgious volunteers great numbers never 
beheld Constantinople and Nice. Of enthusiasm 
the influence is irregular and transient: many 
were detained at home by reason or cowardice, 
by poverty or weakness ; and many were reprdsed 
by the obstacles of the way, the more insuperable 
ps they were unforeseen to these ignorant fanatics. 


7+ Fulcher. Camotensis, p, 387- He enumerates nineteen na¬ 
tions of different names and languages (p. 38<>.); but I do not 
clearly apprehend his difference between the Frond and Galli, halt 
and Apuh. Elsewhere (p. 38b.) he contemptuously brands the 
deserters. 

75 Guibert, p 556. Yet even his gentle opposition implies an 
immense multitude. By Urban II. in the fer»ftur of his zeal, it is 
only rated at 300,000pilgrims (cpist.xvi. Conpil. tom. xii. p. 7?1.)' 
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savage countries of Hungary and Bulgaria CHAP. 
|rere whitened with their bones; their vanguard 
Iras cut in pieces by the Turkish sultan ; and the 

of the first adventure, by the sword, or 
^mate, or fatigue, has already been stated at 
pree hundred, thousand men. Yet the myriads 
^t survived, that marched, that pressed for¬ 
wards on the holy pilgrimage, were a subject of 
istonishment to themselves and to the Greeks. 

Jhe copious energy of her language sinks under 
tiie efforts of tlie princess Anne’*’: the images 
of locusts, of leaves and flowers, of the sands 
of the sea, or the stars of heaven, imperfectly 
represent what she had seen and heard; and the 
daughter of Alexius exclaims, that Europe was 
loosened from its foundations, and hurled against 
Asia. The ancient hosts of Darius and Xerxes, 
labour under the same doubt of a vague and in¬ 
definite magnitude: but 1 am inclined to believe, 

,that a larger number lias never been contained 
.within the lines of a single camp, than at the 
.siege of Nice, the first operation of the Latin 
^princes. Their motives, their characters, and 
their arms, have been already disiilaycd, Of 
^their troops, the most numerous portion were 
natives of Erance: the IjOW Countries, the banks 
of the Rhine, and Apulia, sent a powerful re- 

Alexias, 1. x. p 283. 303. Her fastidious delicacy complains 
of their strange aud inarticulate names, and indeed there is scarcely 
one that she has not contrived to disfigure with the proud igno. 
ranee, so dear and familiar to a polished people. I .shall select Only 
one example^ Sangela, for the count of Si. Giles. 
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inforcement; some,. bands of adventurers were 
drawn from Spain, Lombardy, and England'^; 
and from tjie distant bogs and mountains of 
Ireland or Scotland'® issued some naked and 
savage fanatics, ferocious at home but unwar¬ 
like abroad. Had not superstition condemned 
the sacrilegious prudence of depriving the poorest 
or weakest Christian of the merit of the pilgri¬ 
mage, the useless crowd, with mouths but with¬ 
out hands, might have been stationed in the Greek 
empire, till their companions had opened and 
secured the way of the Lord A small remnant 
of the pilgrims, who passed the Bosphorus, was 
permitted to visit the holy sepulchre. Their 
northern constitution was scorched by the rays, 
and infected by the vapours, of a Syrian sun. 
They consumed, with heedless prodigality, tlicir 
stores of water and provision: their numbers 
exhausted the inland country: the sea was re¬ 
mote, the Greeks were unfriendly, and the 
Christians of every sect fled before the voracious 

vr William of Malmsbury (who wrote about the year 1130) has 
insetted in his history (L iv. p. 130—154.) a narrative of the first 
crusade: but I wish that, instead of listening to the tentie murmur 
which had passed the British ocean (p. 143.), he had confined him¬ 
self to the numbers, families, and adventures of bis countrymen. 
I find in Dugdale, that an.Einglisb Norman, Stephen earl of Albo^ 
niarle and Holdemesse, led the rear-guard with duke Robert, at the 
battle of Antioch (Baronage, parti, p. 6l.). 

78 Videres Scotorum apud se fctocium alias imbellinm cuneos 
(Guibert, p. 471.): the crus inieclum,.and hiapida chlamt/s, may suit 
the Highlanders j but the finibus uliginosis, may rather apply to 
the Irish bogs. William of Malmsbury expressly mentions the 
Welsh and Scots, &c. (1. iv. p. 133.) who quitted, the former vena- 
tionem saltuurn, the latter familiaritafem pulicurti. 
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and cruel rapine of their brethren. In the dire CHAI’. 
necessity of famine, they sometimes roasted and 
devoured the flesh of their infant or adult cap¬ 
tives. Among the Turks and Saracens, the 
idolaters of Europe vfere rendered more odious 
by the name and reputation of cannibals: the 
spies who introduced themselves into the kitchen 
of Bohemond, were shewm several human bodies 
turning on the spit; and the artful Norman 
encouraged a report, which increased at the 
same time the abhorrence and the terror of the 
infidels 

I have expatiated with pleasme on the first Siege of 
steps of the crusaders, as they paint the manners 
and character of Europe; but I shall abridge i4 — 
the tedious and imiform narrative of their blind 
atchievements, which were performed by strength 
and are described by ignorance. From their first 
station in the neighbourhwld of Nicomedia, they 
advanced in successive divisions; passed the con¬ 
tracted limit of the Greek empire; opened a 
road tlirough the hills, and commenced, by the 
siege of his capital, their pious warfare against 
the Turkish sultan. His kingdom of Roum ex¬ 
tended from the Hellespont to the confines of 
Syria, and barred the pilgrimage of Jerusa¬ 
lem : his name was Kilitlge-Arslan, or Soli- 


’9 This cannibal hunger, sometimes real, more frequently an 
artifice or a lie, may be found in Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1. x. 
p. 288 b Guibert (p. 546.), Radulph. Cadom. (c. The stra¬ 
tagem IS related by the author of the Gesta Francorum, the monk 
Robert Rildric, and Raymontf des Agiles, in the siege and fainme 
®f Antioch. 
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CHAP. 

LVIII. 


inan“, of the race of Seljuk, and the son of tlie 
first conqueror; and in the defence of a land which 
the Turks considered as their own, he deserved 
the praise of his enemies, by whom alone he is 
known to posterity. Yielding to the first impulse 
ef the torrent, he deposited liis family and trea¬ 
sure in Nice; retired to the mountains with 
fifty thousand horse; and twice descended to 
assault the camps or quarters of the Christian 
besiegers, which formed an imperfect circle of 
above six miles. The lofty and solid walls of Nice 
were covered by a deep ditch, and flanked by 
three hundred and seventy towers; and on the 
verge of Christendom, the Moslems were trained 
in arms, and inflamed by religion. Before this 
city, the French princes occupied their stations, 
and prosecuted their attacks without correspon¬ 
dence or subordination: emulation prompted 
their valour; but tlllfir valour was suUied by 
cruelty, and their emulation degenerated into 
envy and civil discord. In the siege of Nice, 
the arts and engines of antiquity were em¬ 
ployed by the Latins; the mine and the bat¬ 
tering-ram, the tortoise, and the belfrey or 
moveable turret, artificial fire, and the catapult 
and halist, ihs sling, and the cross-bow for the 

His Muaulman appell.ilion of Soliman is used by the L.atins, 
and hii character Is highly embellished by Tasso. His Turkish 
name of Kilidgc-Atslan (A. H. 485—500. A. D. t igs—1206. See 
De Guignes’s Tables, tom. i. p. 245.) is employed by the Orientals, 
and with some corruption by the Greeks; but little more than hit 
name can be found in the Mahometan writers, who are dry and 
sulky on the subject of the first crusade (De Giiignes, tom. iit. 
ii j) ]0—30.). 
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casting of stones and darts"'. In the space of 
seven weeks, much labour and blood were ex- 
jxsnded, and some progress, especially by count 
Raymond, was made on the side of the besiegers. 
But the Turks could protract their resistance and 
secure their escape, as long as they were masters 
of the lake®'' Ascanius, which stretches several 
miles to the westward of the city. The means of 
conquest were supplied by the prudence and in¬ 
dustry of Alexius; a great number of boats was 
transported on sledges from the sea to the lake; 
tliey were filled with the most dextrous of Ids 
archers ; the flight of the sultana was intercepted; 
Nice was invested by land and water; and a Greek 
emissary persuaded the inhabitants to accept his 
master’s protection, and to save themselves, by a 
timely surrender, from the rage of the savages of 
Euro^re. In the moment of victory, or at least 
of hope, the crusaders, thusting for blood and 
plunder, were awed by the Imperial banner that 
streamed from the citadel; and Alexius guarded 
with jealous vigilance this important conquest. 
The murmurs of the chiefs were stifled by ho¬ 
nour or interest; and after an halt of nine days, 
they directed their march towards Ehrxgia undei 
the guidance of a Greek general, whom they 


CHAP. 

LVIll 


On the fortifications, engines, and sieges of the middle agt's, 
sccMuratori (Anliquitat. Italic, tom. it. dissert.xx-vi.]) 452— 

The le/frcdus, from whence our belfrey, was the moveable tower of 
the ancients (Ducange, tom. i. p. O'OS.J. 

I cannot forbear remarking the resemblance between the siege 
and lake of Nice, with the operations of Hernan Cortez before 
Mexico. See Dr. Robertso.i, Hist, of America, I. v. 
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CHAP- suspected of a secret connivance vnth the sultan. 
The consort and the principal servants of Soli- 
man had been honourably restored without ran¬ 
som; and the emperor’s generosity to the mis¬ 
creants^ was interpreted as treason to the Cliris- 
tiari cause. 

BattJeof Soliman was rather provoked than dismayed 
Doryiae- l^gg ^ Capital: he admonished his 

A.D.1097, subjects and allies of this strange invasion of the 
Western Barbarians; the Turkish emirs obeyed 
the call of loyalty or rehgion; the Turkman 
hordes encamped round his standard; and his 
whole force is loosely stated by the Christians at 
two hundred, ox even three hundred and sixty, 
thousand horse. Yet he patiently waited tiU they 
had left behind them the sea and the Greek fron¬ 
tier; and hovering on the flanks, observed their 
careless and confident progress in two columns 
beyond the \iew of each other. Some miles be¬ 
fore they could reach Dorylseum in Phrygia, the 
l«ft, and last numerous, division was surprised, 
and attacked, and almost oppressed, by the Turk- 
ish cavalry®*. The heat of the weather, the 
clouds of arrows, and the barbarous onset, over- 


*3 MccrearU^ a word invented by the French crusaden, and con¬ 
fined in that langtuge to its primitive sense. It should seem, that 
the zeal of our ancestors boiled higher, and that they branded every 
unbeliever as a rascaL A similar ppqudice still lurks in the minds 
of rainy who think themselves Christians. 

8* Baronius has produced a very doubtful letter to his brother 
Roger (A. D. logs, N”. 15.). The enemies consisted of Medcs, 
Persians, Chaldeans: be it so. The first attack was cum nostro 
incommode; true and tender. But why Godfrey of BomUon and 
Hugh brothertf Tancred is styled Jilius', of whom? certainly noi 
of Roger, norof Bohemond. 
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whelmed the crusaders ; they lost their order and CH AP. 
confidence, and the fainting fight was sustained 
by the personal valour, rather than by the mili¬ 
tary conduct, of Bohemond, Tancrcd, and Robert 
of Normandy. They were revived by the wel¬ 
come banners of duke Godfrey, who fle^v to their 
succour, with the count of Vermandois, and sixty 
tliousand horse; and was followed by Raymond 
of Tholouse, the bishop of Puy, and the re¬ 
mainder of the sacred army. ithout a moment’s 
pause, they fonned in new order, and advanced 
to a second battle. They were received with 
equal resolution; and, in their common disdain 
for the unwarlike people of Greece and Asia, it 
was confessed on both sides, that the Tiuks and 
the Franks were the only nations entitled to the 
appellation of soldiers Their encounter was 
varied and balanced by the contrast of arms and 
discipline; of the direct charge, and wheeling 
evolutions; of the couched lance, and the bran¬ 
dished javelin; of a weighty broad-sword, and a 
crooked sabre; of cumbrous armour, and thin 
flowing robes; and of the long Tartar bow, and 
the arbalist or cross-bow, a deadly weapon, yet 
unknown to the Orientals*^. As long as the 

■65 VeniiRtainen dicunt se esse deFrancorum generatione; ei quia 
nullushomo naturallierdebctcsse miles nisi Franci etTurci(Gcsta 
Fraiiconim, p. 7.). The same commuiiily of hlood and valour i» 
altested by Archbishop Baldric (p- 93 )• 

8« Balisla, Baleslra, Arhalettre. See Aluratori, Antiq, tom. n. 

p. 517—524. Ducange, Glojs. Latin, tom. i. p. 531, 532. In the 
time of Anna Comnena, this weapon, which she doscribea tinder 
the name of/lungra, was unknown in the East (1. x. p. 29I.). 
an humane inconsistency, the pope strove to prohibit it in Chris- 
lian wars. 



62 THE DECLINE FALL 

CHAP, horses were fresh, and the quivers full, Solimau 
maintained the advantage of the day; and four 
thousand Christians were pierced by the Turkish 
arrows. In the evening, swiftness yielded to 
strength ; on either side the numbers were equal, 
or at least as great as any ground could hold, or 
any generals could manage; but in turning the 
hills, the last division of Raymond and his pro- 
viricials was led, perhaps without design, on the 
rear of an exhausted enemy; and the long con¬ 
test was determined. Besides a nameless and 
unaccounted multitude, three thousand Pagan 
knights were slain in the battle and pursuit; the 
camp of Soliman was pillaged; and in the variety 
of precious spoil, the cui;iosity of tlie Latins w'as 
amused \vith foreign arms and apparel, and the 
new aspect of dromedaries and camels. The 
importance of the victory was proved by the 
hasty retreat of the sultan: reserving ten thou¬ 
sand guards of the relics of his army, Soliman 
evacuated the kingdom of Roum, and hastened to 
implore the aid, and kindle the resentment, of 
Marcli his Eastern brethren. In a march of five hun- 
th™Lebs«r miles, the crusaders traversed the Lesser 
Asia, July Asia, through a wasted land and deserted towns, 

—SepltlD- 1 • • 1 ^ * 1 mi 

her. \Vithout finding either a friend or an enemy. I he 
geographer®’ may trace the position of Dorj- 
Isum, Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Archelais, 

87 Tlie curioLH reader may compare the classic learning of Cel- 
larius, and the geographical science of D’Anville, William of Tyre 
ii the only historian of the crusades who has any knowledge of an- 
rr((uity; and M. Otter trod almost in the footsteps of the Franks 
from Constantinople to Antioch (Voy.igc en Turquie et eii Petsc. 
tom. i. p, 35—88 ). 
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and Germanicia, and may compare those classic 
appellations with the modem names of Eskishehr 
the old city, Akshehr the white .city, Cogni, 
Erekli, and Marash. As the pilgrims passed over 
a desert, where a draught of water is exchanged 
for silver, they were tormented by intolerable 
thirst; and on the banks of the first rivulet, their 
haste and intemperance were still more pernicious 
to the disorderly throng. They climbed with toil 
and danger the steep and slippery sides of mount 
Taurus: many of the soldiers cast away their 
arms to secure their footsteps; and had not ter¬ 
ror preceded their van, the long and trembling 
file might have been driven do\vn the precipice 
by an handful of resolute enemies. Two of their 
most respectable chiefs, the duke of Lorraine and 
the count of Tholouse, were carried in litters; 
Raymond was raised, as it is said by miracle, from 
an hopeless malady; and Godfrey had been tom 
by a bear, as he pursued that rough and perilous 
chace in the mountains of Pisidia. 

To improve the general constemation, the cou¬ 
sin of Bohemond and the brother ot Godfrey 
were detached from the main army with their 
resj)ectivc squadrons cf five, and of seven, hun¬ 
dred knights. They ovei'-ran in a rapid career 
the hills and sea-coast of Cilicia, from Cogni to 
the Syrian gates: the Norman standard was first 
planted on the walls of Tarsus and Malmistra; 
but the proud injustice of Baldwin at length 
provoked the patient and generous Italian; and 
they turned their consecrated swords agains;t each 
other in a private and profane quanel. Honour 
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CHAP, was the motive, and fame the reward, of Tan- 
<a:ed; but fortune smiled on the more selfish en. 
terprise of his rival®. He was called to the assist¬ 
ance of a Grteek or Armenian tyrant, who had 
been suffered under] the Turkish yoke to reign 
over the Christians of Edessa. Baldwin accepted 
the character of his son and champion; but no 
sooner was he introduced into the city, than he 
inflamed the people to the massacre of his father, 
occupied the throne and treasure, extended his 
conquests over the hills of Armenia apd the plain 
of Mesopotamia, and founded the first principa¬ 
lity of the Franks or Latins, which subsisted fifty- 
four years beyond the Euphrates*’. 

Before the Franks could enter Syria, the sum¬ 
mer, and even the autumn, were completely 
Oci. 21 - wasted: the siege of Antioch, or the separation 
June 3?^*’ and repose of the army during the winter season, 
w^as strongly debated in their council: the love of 
arms and the holy sepulchre urged them to ad¬ 
vance ; and reason perhaps was on the side of 
resolution, since every hour of delay abates the 
fame and force of the invader, and multiplies the 
resources of defensive war. The capital of Syria 
was protected by the river Orontes; and the iron 
hriilge, of nine arches, derives its name from the 
massy gates of the two towers which are con- 

80 This detached conquest of Edessa is best represented by Ful- 
cherius Camotensis, or of Chartres (in the collections of Bongar- 
sius, Duchesne, and Martenne), the valiant chaplain of count ^ 
Baldwin CEtprit dcsCroisades, tom. 1. p. 13, 14.). In the disputes ‘ 
of that prince with Tancred, his partiality is encountered by the 
partiality of Radulphiis Cadomensis, the soldier and historian of 
the gallant marquis. 

«9 See dc Gnignes, Hist, des Huns, tom. i. p. 45tj. 
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‘StMeiM at either *l^^%dtl'iwned by^l^ CHAP. 

.thfe''d:^ “V ; '‘Ms ’ vic^ 

gS^e ^ra^ce ^^'lihree^totL^ ^- 

j^»s, 

fco^Ioss^ im'd d^feMoft, Wt clearly dct^U 

mnch'.exaggS'ation lu tw p* pJice. Ib 

the description ^'df 'it *is .not easy M 

define a twiddle tem between lier ancient ma^ 
nificWce/ uhder Me suc^'ssd« 'of Aloxan^er and 
Augustus, and'Me of Tur^sh 

desolation. ' "'llie^l'etrapoli^ or ’VoUr .^itiep, a 
they retained thdr hanieA^d ^^|idh,^Must hafe 
left a larce vacuity "m' a l^umference of twelve 
miles; and that lUeasure, as weR_,^s nutop^ 
of four hundred toilers, 'are not* p^ectly'consis¬ 
tent with the five 'gates/ so often' mentioned in 
the history of the siege. Aet Atit^h must have 
still flourished as a gre^t and pc^ulous capital. 

At the head of the TurhiM eimlrs> Baghisian, a 
veteran chief, commanded in the place: lu.s 
ganison was cpipposed of sii or seven thousand 
horse, and fifteen, or twenty thousand foot: one 
hundred thousand !\|[o^enis are said^to have fallen 
the ^word; and their ’ hnmh'ers' wCre ^obably 
inferior to the <5rr^s,‘ Armemans, and 'Sjhiahs, 
whd had been no more.than fourteen years the 
pla:vA of the house of Seljiik. From the reraairts*' 
of a Acdid Mid stately will, it - appears^ to have 

19*-F*S' Antitfcla, iee PocoJkfc ■(De9criptj^-'qri3ie'^«.‘‘V'*!ff*‘‘; 

J;<?Mer(V«yag^56W 

the 'Puduih'geegmpji*^ OtteH»;n<rtt«j4 
of SchttltecS' (ad caloein Boliadtn. 'Vi.u 
(Tabid4%j^ p. 1- 

voL.-^ r' 
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CHAP; «rigeh to tlife height thrkte feet itf the val* 

LViii.\|^yg, and ftfitd fehOM been 

ippliedi the.grotind'ww^^jbeeA;W' bte defended 
by the rivi^;' the' iadsasfi,fahd' tlie inonntainfi. 

Nofwithstaning these't^d dtyhad 

been repeatedly takeh by the Pereitos, the Arate, 
the Greeks;"and the Turks; so large a circuit 
must have yielded many pervious points of attack; 
and ift a siege that was formed about the middle 
of October,-; the vigour of the execution could 
alone ju^fythe boldness of the attempt. What¬ 
ever strength and valour could perform in the 
held waa abtindantly discharged by the champi^ 
of the cross: in the frequent occasions of sallies, 
of forage, of the attack and defence of convoys, 
they were often victorious; and w^e can only 
complain, that their explmts are sometimes en¬ 
larged- beyond the scale of probability and truth. 
The sword of Gudfrey®^ divided a Turk from 
the shoulder to ’ the haunch; and one half of 
the infidel Ml to the ground, while the other was 
transported by his horse to the city gate. As 
Robert of Normandy rode against his antagonist, 
“ I devote thy head,” he pously exelakped, “ to 


„ 81 EiM«a eumque I sinislrl part£ sci^ralajuin, tanti vii- 

iBtt'intwait. ut;qv6d.pe?wa medium disjunct sp^m et ^itdia 
[ntertupit; et tlclnbricus’ensis super crus dejrtrum mte^r ttarit: 
mt(^um vum’de3itri p»rte corporis 

PWttni^e qu*;equO.®»^d»t..Temisit ciwwu 

LfSli^r4 urkW«^iiiuiet.»i«r ^teittns in fl^be 
(Radulph. Cadom. c. 53. p. 304.). Yet he justifies thn^d^ the 
st^v-uibu. of Godfrey; <«\Wiiliam,ofTyTe covers^^^^ 
ttupuitnopufisfacti nosrium' • (I. r. c. 6_p. 701.). 

yilt base appe»red ifli*etRbleto ih, Jm-.shitUrthatBge. 



67 


OF THE 

ttel ;d«m<ms and tfeat Head ’was in- char 

stiSfyieloTca to tile breast by the resistless stnAe 
of his deseeuding. falchion. But the . reality or 
the rep(»t of such gigantic prowe^^ mast, h^ 
taught the Moslems to keep witiiin their wafts; 
and against those walls of earth or stone, the 
sword and; the lance were* unavailing,.weapons. 

In the slow and successive labours of a siege, the 
crusaders werc supine and ignorant, without skUl 
to contrive, or money to purchase, or industry to 
use, the artificial engines and implements of 
assault. In the conquest of Nice, they had been 
powerfully assisted by the wealth and knowledge 
of the Greek emperor: Jiis absence was poorly 
supplied byaaome Genoese and Pisan vessels, that 
were attracted by religion or trade to the coast of 
Syria; the stores were scanty., the return pre¬ 
carious, and the communication difficult and 
dangerous. Indolence or weakness had prevented 
the'Franks from investing the entire'circuit; 
and the perpetual freedom of two gates relieved 
the wants and recruited the garrison of the city. 

At the end of sCven months, after the,ruin of 
their cavalry, and an .^onnous loss by famine, 
desertion, and fatigue, the progress of the cru- 
eaders was imperceptible, and their fuccess re¬ 
mote, if the Latin Ulysses, the artful and ambi¬ 
tious Bobemond, had not employed the arms of 
craming and deceit. The Christians of Antioch 
ww nmnerous . a^d . discontented.:'.Phirouz, a 

» See th«e*ploi^,of 

who CKifjSU.c. 53.J- 



68 THE DECLINE ANB FALL 


thap., 

LVIII. 


Syrian renegado,. bad aequiilsd tie feyouf of the 
emir and tie command «f'iiTee';towe^^ and 
the mmt of his rep^tan^, disguised to the La¬ 
tins, and ^h.aps to. Hmael^ the-&ui design-of 
perfidy _ andtreason. A secret correspefidehee, 
for their iuutual jnt^st, was soon' estehhshed 
between PHreuz and‘the prince, of Tarento; and 
Bohemond‘declared in the council of the chiefs, 
thsft he could deliver the rity into their hands. 
But-he claimed the soverei^ty of Antioch as the 
reward of his service; and' the proposal which 
had .been rejected, by the envy, was at length 
extorted from the distress, of bis equals. The 
nocturnal surprise wns e:secuted by the French 
and I^onnan princes, who ascended in person 
the scaling-laddem that were thrown from the 
walls: their liew "primlyte, after the murtlcr of 
his too scrupulous brother, embraced and intro¬ 


duced the servants of Christ; the army rushed 
through the gates ; and ■ the- Moslems soon found, 
that, although .mercy .was hopeleBS, resistance ivas 
impotent. But ■the.:iatadel still refused to sur¬ 
render ; and tW victqrs 'themselves were'speedily 
eiicomjw'^ed and bmeged by the innum^able 
forces of Kerhogo, prince of hlosul, who, with 
twent^-%ht^^^kish emirs,, advaucod m ^ d^- 
veranca^^ of ^Five-^d-twenty days the 

Christiaps on theyerge of ^i^ructioa; and 
the piph^ pf th® ca^pH ^d the'ardtan 

Icft tlw^ only tile aioiw ^ ^rvifcude or .death‘'I 


B3 petitic^j gf.thf 

Franks » 

tterbigaj'” T^’on ct43iai:c^'pt»i Pfl&d»ttiBt>yrI>TOa»e.l>.-!S42,'), 
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In this extremity they-coDected the-relics of 
theh- strength, sallied froto the town, and in a 
single memorable day annihilate or diq)er«ed 
the host of Turks and Arabians,'which they might 
safely report to have enhsiated of six hundred 
thousand men®^. Their supernatural allies I shall 
proceed to considw: the human causes of the 
victory of Antioch were the fearless despair of the 
Franks; ahd the surpri^, the discord, perhaps 
the errors, of their unskilfel’ and presumptuous ad¬ 
versaries. The battle is described with as much 
disorder as it was fought; but we may observe 
the tent of Kerboga, a moveable and spacious 
palace, enriched with the luxury of Asia, and 
capable of holding above two ^loUsand persons; 
we may distinguish his three thousand guards, 
who were cased, the horses as well as the men, in 
complete steel. ) 

In the eventful period of the siege and defence 
of Antioch, the crusaders were alternately ex¬ 
alted by victory or sunk in despair; either swelled 
mth plenty or emaciated with hunger. A specu¬ 
lative reasOner might suppose, that their faith had 
a strong and serious influence oh their practice ; 


In describing the host of Kerboga, most of the Latin bistorians, 
the«Aithor of the Gesta <p. 17.), Robert Monacbus (p. 5t).), iJal- 
dric (p. 111.), FulcheriuSvCarnotcusiaiu. 39fi.), Gnibert 
Williun of Tyre ( 1 . vi. c. 3. p. Tbesancwiui (c. 3y. 

p. 695 .), are content with tlic va^ie expressions of 'infiniia mul¬ 
titude, immenstim a^eit,' innotnerte copias or genies, which cor. 
respond with idle >*«■« of Anoa Comnena 

tAleaias, 1. irt. p. 318—3S0.). The numbertoftbeTutke ^re fixed 
by Albert Aqtiensis at 9^000 (l.W, c. 10 .jk442.), awi by Raduk 
phurCadomeBfit at wibOGO hone <c. 72.p. 309 .). 


m 

ClI.Al’. 

LVIII. 

Victory of 
the cm-, 
seders, 

A.D. 1098. 

.Tune 28. 


Their fa¬ 
mine ami 
distress at 
AiiAuch. 



-to Ta:^ DECrMiflE^ANB 

;thie‘;ioWim 6f' cr(^;4he iJlUverers 
i^'the holy l^ulebirC 
iwber vktiioUs life fo?* ^ 

tion of mait^om.;- this 

chwit^ble illusion: md seldom ddes the iostoiy 
of profane 'sra? display ^ch s<^es ‘of intem¬ 
perance ^andprpstitudon as were exinhited under 
the of Antioch. The grqve of Daphne no 
longerr flouridied; but the S^ah air vras still 
rmpregnateid with the .same vices; the *Ghristians 
were seduced by every temptation®*'that nature 
either prompts or reprobates; the'authority of 
the chiefs wasi despised; and sermObs and .edicts 
were alike fruitless aguinst those scandalons dis¬ 
order^ not less pernicious to military discipline, 
than rejpugnaht te evangelic purity. In the first 
days of the riege and the poteesaon of Antioch, 
the Friinks consumed with, t^toh and thought¬ 
less prodigality the; frugal subsistence of weeks 
and monthsthe detelate country no longer 
yielded a su|^Iy; and that countoy they 
wereat lei^^ excli^ed 'by t^e ai%s of the be- 
si^ng TurkE Disease, thfe. fidthfU comj^ion 
-of want, was envenpmed:'’% of the 

winter, the summet 

and the dose imprisobumat of amdtitnd^. The 
pctui^* (^'Steine^ii^d jpw^ always the 

sanw^t^jiad jadwiays^ and, our ^agina- 

ticBi‘in^^m]^^e«t the-iwlw^ of their aafiferings 
and the^ jpteurees. Tl^ ^ib®^ or 


.^ap^Vfdice viith a f 


tt^of rjajal 
in as crcHard, 

iconool^e. 




pY THE ^ 

apoiiyme t^e of tie chap. 

vU^t »otin^i»ent;'apd;are^i^ must ^ been 
tii^5:{aIaimtiM of the ^K^r, 

of silyer go'^t ®nd fifteen for a 
lei oaW®®, the was reduced 

to beg a dinner, and dulK,, Godfrey to borro\y a 
ho^e. Sijttj thonaand hoi^ h^d besn . reviewed 
iB ':the ;" 9 amp: before end ^of the siege they 
■were diminished to two thousand, and scarcely 
two hundred fit for sery^ coUl^,^ mustered ou 
the ;day of battle. '^Wealqiess of body and terror 
of mind^^tingnished, tl^e ardent enthusiasm of 
the pilgritc^; and.every motive of honour and 
rdigion was suWued by. the desire of life®’- 
i\.mong the chiejEs, throe heroes may be found 
without fear or .reproach; Godfrey of BouiPop 
was supported by ,his magnani'^O'^® pf®tyBohe- 
luond by ambitipp and interest; W. Tancred 
declared, in tpe, of chivalry, that as 

long as be was at tho pS^ of forty.kpights, he 
would neyfjT, reiingui^i the enterprise of Palestine. 

But the count of. Tholpuse and Proycnce was 
auspeefed of a voIuntary^di4>^tipnj;^ lJie duke 

of Normandy rec^l^ jfpjpjie. by 

The value bf'anoic rose frtiin ftre^solitfi shillings) at 

Christmas tistwo mtdti (^oaTwwnaiO. antiaftenwdsnmch l.igher: 
a kid or lamb, ftdm 

in the second rainine,'"a loaf of’ bread; or the-head^ of an animal, 
sold for a piece of gbW. eitopJesn^bc prodt.ced ; 

it iithesJtdUutty. not.tboi 3 a$»wdin»fy,?|^«^ *^«f deserve the 

; ■ quia, del eta 

[■yr, Lyi.e.Jp-i'W); 
lpgb‘;^"6teat, and 


oUce 

07 Mr jHiilp, quonfJh.Boiaw.iwn tenemds 
it», 

veA StAhett^ 
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CHAP., lie* censures, of .tie'chiiy^; tie;'Great, 

■ thougi he theAjan^uiim of ;&e .ha^e, era- 

'* ' braced, .an smbi^oiia opj^rtuiatijr 'of returning 
to F^nce and' Ste^^en cj^^t ;o£- Chartres bas% 
deserted the standard which he -bcire, -and the 
council in lybich he; jmesid^. The soldiers were 
discouraged bjr the flight of William -viscount 
of Melun, sumamed the Carpenter, from the 
weighty strokes of hk axe^ and the saints weie 
scandalised by tie fa^ of Peter the Herinit, who, 
after arming Europe against Asia, attempted to 
escape from the penance of a necessary fast. Of 
the multitude of recreant’ warrions, the names 
<says' an historian) are blotted from the book erf 
life; and the opyirobrious epith^ of the rope^ 
dancers w^s applied to thp deserters who dropt 
in the night from the w^ of Anti()ch. The 
emperor Alexius®®,who seemed to advance to 
the suca)ur ,of the Ijatrn^ was dismayed by the 
assur^ce of their hopeless, condition. They ex- 
l>ected theif* . in „ sil^t, despar; oaths and 
punishments,'wm..ttiedi-‘^;dt^ effect; and to 

rpuee the soWiers to ;,the defence,the walls, it 
wM friund n^ssary'ta,B^ J^e'to tB^ qiiSrters. ■ 

i.egen3of For.^^^.^sdy^i^ rfUdV?^!^ iu- 

debted to^J^gifa^iaimtkism^w fed them 

to the briiaE^=-n|^ such'a cause,’and in 
soch an a^pyi .pnojihecjefV 'Oad Jwiaclee, 

wefeiv dfetresa. of 

9u See tlw^pt^ww* of the- 

victnrt.of Aaati^ 

1 . iri. p. aiTT-S?*?.' ‘I**" 
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Afllio^b; they ware repeal with unusual energy 
and’ success: St. Ambrose had'assured'a pious 
ecclesiastic,' that two years of trial ipust precede 
the seasott of deliverance'and grace; the deserters 
wCTe stepped by the presence reproaches of 
Christ himself; the dead had promised to arise 
and combat with their brethren ; the Virgin had 
obtained the pardon of their sins; and their con- 
hdence was, revived by a visible sign, the season¬ 
able and splendid diacovery of thfe holy tAiJCE. 
The" policy of their chiefs-has on this'occasion 
been adrairedi and might surely be excused; but 
a pious fiaud is seldom produced by the co<d 
conspiracy pf many persons; and a voluntary im¬ 
postor might depend on th^ support of the wise 
and the credulity of the people. Of the dioeese 
of Marseilles, tlieie wa& a priest of low curtning 
and loose manners,' and his name was Peter Bar- 
tholemy. Hec presented himself at the door of 
the council-chamber, te disclose'hn apparition of 

St. Andrew, which had lieeir thrice reiterated in 
his sleep, with a dieadM'menat^, if he pre¬ 
sumed to suppress the commands of heaven. “ At 
“ Antioch,” said the apostle, “ in the chiirch of 
“ my brother-Sf^ Peter,vnear the high altar, is 
“f concealed the" steel head of the lance that 
“ pierced the side of Redeeiher. In three 
“ "days, that instriJibent. eternal, and now of 
“ temporal^ salvation, ydll be hialnfefited to his 
“ discipks. Search mid ye sh^ find: bear it 
■ “ aloft in '^ttlC ; hfad'^&ht shall 

“ ^netfale of in^:eaBts.” The 

pope’s leg^, the bishop of Puy;^afifeJtca tJ) listen 
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with coldness and distruMi but the revelation was 
eagetly accepted by count Raymond, whom his 
faith^ subjwt,' in the name of the apostle, had 
cho^Vn fertile guardian of the holy lance. The 
experfenent "Was -resolved; and on the third day, 
after.'a due preparatkm of prayer and fasting, the 
priest of Marseilles introduced twelve tmsty spec¬ 
tators, among whom were the count and his chap¬ 
lain and'the church-dows were barred against 
the impetuoufl multitude. The ground was 
opea^ in the appointed place; but the workmen, 
xvho ^ relieved each other, dug to the depth of 
tweltie feet without discovering the object of their 
search. In the etatring, when count Raymond 
had-withdmwn to brs post; and the weary assist¬ 
ants’began to murmur, Bartholemy, in his shirt, 
and without his shoes, boldly descended into the 
jat ; the darkness the hour and of the place 
enabled-him to secr^ and deposit the head of a 
Saraees' lance; mid the first sound, the first 
g^eam, of H|he:; Steel was saluted with a devout 
rapture. -lance was drawn from its 


recesBj wrapt in a nfeil of silk and gold, and ex¬ 
posed to tile vernation of the crusaders; their 
anxkn^ naipenoe bursty ibrth m a general §houf 
of joy mid the desponding troops were 

again ijifl4Dibd wM 'the'ieiithuiasm of valour. 
Whateref "bi^‘ arb^^jaad* whatever 

might be skil- 

“ afford. 

with 


'apd bodiw 
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for th« approaching coaflict, freely to bestow CHAP, 
their last pittance ou themselves and their iorses, 
and to expect with the darni of day the si^al of 
victory. On the festival of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
the gates of Antioch were thrown open: a mar¬ 
tial psalm, “ Let the Lord arise, and let his 
“ enemies be scattered!” ,w3s chaunted by a 
procession of priests and monis; the battle array 
was marshalled in twelve divisions, in honour of 
the twelve apostles; and the holy lance, in the 
absence of Raymond, was entrusted to the hand* 
of his chaplain. The influence,of this relic or 
trophy was felt by the servants, and perhaps by 
the enemies, of Christ®; and its potent energy 
was heightened by an accident,. a stratagem, or 
a rumour, of a miraculous complexion. Three 
knights, in white garments and resplendent arms, 
either issued, or seemed to issue, from the hills: 
the voice of Adhemar, the pope’s legate, pro¬ 
claimed them as the martyrs Sri George, St Theo¬ 
dore, and St. Maurice.; .the tumult of. battle 
allowed no time for doubt or scrutiny; and the 
welcome apparition dazzled the eyfcs or the ima¬ 
gination <rf a fanatic jumy.. In the season of 
danger and triumph, the revelation,.of Bartho- 
lemy of Marseilles was unanimously ^sorted; but 
as soon as, tie temporary: service was accom¬ 
plished, the personal digosty'and liberal alms 
which the count of Tholowse derived from the 


99 . The Mdi'ometan AbouIiiUtwsen de GuJgiies, tom. ii 

p. n!p. 95.) iimOTccofrect in hisaecountof^ holy lance than the 
Cbtutiani; Anna Cotnnenaand Abplphaia^^nsa tVGreek princen 
cuafouxuit U.wldh a nail of the cTOsa tl- Jacobite 

pnmate, wl& St. Pctir’* staff (p. e44.). 
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custody of the holy lance, pro’voked, the envy, 
and awakened the reason, of his ri^^als. .A Nor¬ 
man, derk, j>re^med to sift, with f philosophic 
spirit, tho.^th of the legend,^ the circumstances 
of the discovery, and the character-of the pro¬ 
phet; and the pious, Bohemond Ascribed their 
deliverance to thejfterits and intercession of Christ 
alone. For a while, the Provincials, defended 
their national palladium with clamours and arms; 
and. new. visihns condemned to death and hell 
the profane sceptics, who_ presumed to scrutinise 
the trtitb and merit of th®. discover)". The pre¬ 
valence of incredulity ^compelled; the , author to 
submit his life and. veracity judgment of 

(^. A pile of d^ faggojs, four feet high, and 
fourteen long, was erected in the midst of the 
camp; the flames burnt fiercely to the elevation 
of thirty cubits; and a, narrow path of twelve 
indies was left fot -the perilous trial. The uii-. 
fortunate priest ,of Marseilles traversed the fire 
with dexterity and ^eed; but his thighs and 
belly w'ere scwPch^ hy intense heat; be ex¬ 
pired^ the next; day^;,,and the logic of believing- 
minds will pay regard to his dying pro¬ 

testations of innocence and truth. Some effor^ 
were made .bywthe Provinci^ to^sn^titvit^ a cross, 
a ring, or a^t*d)efgade, isj the of.^e hpjy 
lance, which;i^gpoa-v^sl^,,m, o\ 

livion Yet. t^e ' revemtion bf Antioch la 

100 The twif«ata^^%hci'<ispre9»‘the:iad(it'^ kiKiw-- 

Jedge and the of Qfe * 

are Raymond Sadn^hu* 04(OT«»^i, :-flw 'one tt- 

tached to *e other tO % N^an prince. 
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gravely asserted by succeeding' tiistonaiis; and cil AP. 
such is the progress of creduhty, that miracles, 
most doubtful on the spot and it the moment, 
will be received with implidt faith ,at a convenient 
distance of time and space. 

The prudence, or fortune of tlie Franks had The«£au 
delayed their invasion till ^ the decline of the 
Turkish empire^ Under the manly govern- 
mcnt of the three'first- sultans, the kingdoms of ^ 
Asia were united in peace and justice; and the 
innumerable armies which they led in person 
were equal in courage, and' superior in discipline^ 
to the Barbarians of the West. But at the time 
of the crusade, the inheritance of M'aleh ShaiV 
was disputed by his four sons ; their private ambi¬ 
tion was insensible of the public danger^ and, in 
the vicissitudes of their fortune, the royal vassals 
were ignorant, nr Tegardless, of the true object of 
their allegiance. 'The liw,^ty-eight emirs who 
marched with the. standard of Eerboga, were his 

rivals or enemies; their hasty levies'were drawn 
from the towns and , fonts of Mesopotamia and 
Syria and the Turkish veterans were employed 
or consumed iu the civil wars beyond tbe Tigris. 

The caliph of Egypt embraced ’tins opportunity 
of "WeakneW^ and discord, to recover bis ancient 
possessions; and his sultan Aphdal besieged, Je¬ 
rusalem and Tyre, expelled the children of Ortok,. 

Fukhetius Ctfteoteiwis presoiM* to say, Auditc fraudern et nou 
fravidem! a^iy^envanls, Inwnit lanceam, feUaciler occultatairv 
fbrsitaji. oflhe herd are loud and strenuous. 

tot Seei4;''ae Guigneti: (tom. ii. p. li. p 2S3, &c.); and the ar- 
tjckj of Sm^ar, uiD’HerWot, 
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and restored in civil ajjd eojlefliaati- 

cal authority of F atiihitesTh^ heard with 
astomshmeQt of the vast annies of Christians that 


had passed ^om Europe to Aria^ and rejoiced in 
the sieges aM battles which broke the power of 
the Turks, the adversaries of their sect and mo¬ 
narchy. But the .same Christians were the ene¬ 
mies of the prophdtr iandsfjfrom ^ the overthrow of 
Nice and i^tiocl^.i tirenative of their enterprise, 
which ;wa«3= gradually ’umierstood, would urge 
them forwards to. the banks" of the Jordan, or 
perhaps of the Nile. An, intercourse of epistles 
aud.einbassiee, which rose wid fell with the events 
of war, was maintained bettveen the throne of 
Caira’ apd the camp, of the lAtins; and their ad¬ 
verse ipride was the result; of ignorance, and en¬ 
thusiasm. The minist^ pf Egypt declared in 
an haughty, or inapnated in a milder, tone, that 
their sovereigir,* the'.triiec^nd lawful commander 
of the faith^ ; had .rescued Jerusalem from the 


Turkic' »q^ ,that the pilgrims, if they 

would dinde th^.humbefa, an4 lay aside their 
arms, should, Sad ^jwde and hospitable ■ reception 
at the sepulchre of Jesup-: ;; la tha . heli^pf their 
lost conation*‘tife cidi^^,|dMtali’their 
arms and iiq|psoBe4 4^ti^jit4e,ieompa€«t 
and victory;^. ^jcanpied; 

those fonn^fei4^‘;t|p®Tji«| 



The emir, 

A. K- 489 'irmrawBa. 

niBjiMn ante 
j»y the 
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and ®lk robes, of vases, aad purses of gold and chap. 
silver; and in his estimate of tlicir merit or 
power, the first place was assign^ to Bohemond, 
and the second to Godfrey. In' either fortune 
the answer of the crusaders was firm and uni¬ 
form ; they disdained to inquire into the private 
claims or possessions of the "followers of Mahomet; 
whatsoever was his name or nation, the usurper 
of Jerusalem was their enemy; and instead of 
prescribing the mode and terms of their pilgrim¬ 
age, it was only by a timely surrender of the city 
and province, their sacred right, that he could de¬ 
serve their alliance, or deprecate their impending 
and irresistible attack*”. 

Yet this attack, when they were within the Delay of 
view and reach of tiieir glorious prize, was sus- 
pended above ten months after the defeat of Ker- 
boga. The zeal and coUtj^ of the crusaders May.' 
were chilled in the moment of victory; and, in¬ 
stead of marching to improve the consternation, 
they hastily dispersed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The causes of this strange delay may be 
found in the wapt of etrength and subordination. 

In tire painfid a^d^va^^s ■ service of Antioch, 
the' ; many thousands of 

dost hy femine, sickness, 
abmie; ^ identy had 


betw«(a .the ollKpli' o( tgypt wm 
[ff^ ofTjtt (1. i», c. 2 ^, i. ,vi- Aftw 

^sg.]. Who ttf nwwiwnsi^ of thei» impo^tibi^, 
Muar} v^cHeirs. . 
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temativc of inteifajperSrite aiid distress, had ge¬ 
nerated a pestilence, -which' swept away above 
fifty thousand’of'tbe pilgrims. -FeW vfere able 
to command,'^ahd none were'^IKng to obey:* 
the domestic feuds, which had'been stifled by 
common fear, were again renewed in acts, or at 
least in sentiments, of hostifity^; the fortime of 
Baldwin and Bohenaond excited the envy of their 
companions; the bravest knights were enlisted for 
the defened of their new principalities; and count 
Raymond exhausted his troops and treasures in 
an idle*'expedition into the heart of Syria. The 
winter was consumed in discord and disorder; a 
sense Of honour and rehgifin was rekindled in the 
sptfog; and the private soldiers, less susceptible 
of ambition and jealousy, awakened with angipr 
clamours tlie indolence‘of? their ■ chiefs* In tbe 
month of May, the j:elic8 of'this miglity host 
proceeded from Antioely-to Laodiceaabout forty 
thousand Latins,'%r.wham, no more than fifteen 
hundred horse, aid tlumsdui foot, were 

capable of immediate serrioe. Their easy march 
was continued between Mount Fibanus and the 
sea-sbore; their wants werb/IibeiaUy supphed; by 
the coasting traders of Genoa: and'1^ ; •afid they 
drew large contributions ftoiiLi^iO. Cthirs of Tj:i* 
poli, Tyre, Sidpn, Acre, andtisesarea, who granted 
a free passagei.^a^d, protni^ ^li'follp^ tfib 
amjde of Jeru^^; From (J^iur^ ' Aey .Ad¬ 
vanced into the naldlaud pounfry; ihar^derks i¥- 
togpised the sacred geogjraj^ ; 

Emaus, and ]3^|ea^ ,a^’^ sot»n^^ 
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the holy city, the crusaders forgot their toils aucl 
claimed then: reward 

.Tenisalem has derived some reputation from 
the numher and importance of her memorable 
sieges. It was not till after a long and obstinate 
contest that Babylon and Rome could prevail 
against the obstinacy of the people, the craggy 
ground that might . supersede the necessity of 
fortifications, and the walls and towers that 
would liave fortified the most accessible plain*®. 
These obstacles were diminished in the age of 
the crusades. The bulwarks had been com¬ 
pletely destroyed and imperfectly restored: the 
Jews, their nation, and worship, were for ever 
banished; but nature is less changeable than 
man, and the site of Jerusalem, thougli somewhat 
softened and somewhat removed, w^as still strong 
against the assaults of an enemy. By the ex¬ 
perience of a recent siege, and a three years 
possession, the Saracens of Eg)'pt had been 
taught to discern, and in some degree to re¬ 
medy, the defects of a place, which religion as 
well as honour forbade them to resign. Aladin, 
or Istikhar, the caliph’s lieutenant, was entrusted 
with the defence; his policy strove to restrain 
the native Christians by the dread of their owm 
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Sio^i- and 
conruu-'-t 
of 
Inii, 
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July I 


IM The greatest part of the marcli of the Franks is traced, and 
most accurately traced, in Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to 
Jerusalem (p. 17—67.); un des mcdlcurs motfcaux, sans eontredil, 
qu’on ait dans ce genre (D’Anvdle, Memoire !.ur Jcru'jle'.n, p, 27.). 

tna See the nrasterly descriplioii of J acitus 111i-i. v . 11, 12, 13.), 
■who supposes, that tlie Jewish lawgivers had pro\ ided for a per- 
jietuai state ofhoslihty against ihe rc-t ol man>.'.iid. 

VOI,. XI. 


Cr 
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CHAP, ruin and that of the holy sepulfchre; to animate 
the Moslems by the assurance of temporal and 
eternal rewards. His garrison is said to have 
consisted of forty thousand Turks and Arabians; 
and if he could muster twenty thousand of the 
inhabitants, it must be confessed that the be¬ 
sieged were more numerous than the besieging 
army'®®. Had the diminished strength and 
numbers of the Latins allowed them to grasp 
the whole circumference of four thousand yards 
(about two English miles and an half”), to what 
useful purpose should they have descended into the 
valley of Ben Himmon and torrent of Cedron'®®, 
or approached the precipices of the South and 
East, from whence they had nothing either to 
hope or fear? Their siege was more reasonably 

106 "rhe lively scepticism of Voltaiie is balanced with sense and 
ctudition by the French author of the Ejpritdes Croisades (tom. ir. 
p. 3fit)—388.), who observes, that, according to the Arabians, the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem must have exceeded 200,000; that m the 
siege of Titus, Josephus collects 1,300,000 Jews; that they are 
stated by Tacitus himself at 600,000; and that the largest defalca¬ 
tion, that his accepimus can justify, ^will still leave them more nu¬ 
merous than the Roman army. 

tor Maundfell, who diligently perambulated the walls, found a 
circuit of 40'3O paces, or 4l()7 English yards (p. 100, 110.): from 
an authentic plan, D’Anvillc concludes a measure nearly similar, of 
ig60 French toises (p. 23—Sg.), in his scarce and valuable tract. 
For the topography of Jerusalem, see Reland (Palertina, tom. it. 
p. 832—860.). 

148 Jerusalem wns possessed only of the torrent of Kedron, dry 
m summer, and of the little spring or brook ofSiloe (Reland, tom. i. 
p. StH. 300.). Both strangers and natives complained of the want 
of water, which in time of w^ar was studiously aggravated. Within 
the city, Tacitus mentions a perennial fountain, sm aqueduct, and 
cisterns for rain water. The aqueduct was conveyed from the ri¬ 
vulet Tekoe or Etham, which is likewise mentioned by Bohadin 
(ia Vit. Saladin. p. 238.). 



OF Tlt;R ROMAN EMPIRE. 

directed against the nortliern and western sides 
of the city.' Godfrey of Bouillon erected his 
standard on the first s^vell (?f mount -Calvary: to 
the left, as far as St. Stephen’s gate, the line of 
attack was continued by Tancred and the two 
Roberts; and count Raymond established his 
quarters from the citadel to the foot of mount 
Sion, which was no longer included within the 
precincts of the city. On the fifth day, the cru¬ 
saders made a general assault, in the fanatic hope 
of battering down the walls without engines, and 
of scaling them without ladders. By the dint of 
brutal force, they burst the first banier, but they 
were driven back with shame and slaughter to the 
camp: the influence of vision and prophecy was 
deadened by the too frequent abuse of those pious 
stratagems; and time and labour were found to 
be the only means of victory. The time of the 
siege was indeed fulfilled in forty days, but they 
were forty days of calamity and anguish. A re¬ 
petition of the old complaint of tamine may be 
imputed in some degree to the voracious or dis¬ 
orderly appetite of the Franks; but the stony 
soil of Jerusalem is almost destitute of w’atcr; 
the scanty springs and hasty torrents were dry in 
the summer season; nor was the thirst of the 
besiegers relieved, as in the city, by the arti¬ 
ficial supply of cisterns and aqueducts. J hc 
circumjacent country is equally destitute of 
trees for the uses of shade or building: but some 
large beams were discovered in a cave by the 
crusaders: a wood near Sichem, the encbaiitecl 
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grove of Tasso was cut dovrlii: the necessary 
timber was transported to the camp by the 
vigour and .dexterity* of Tancred; and the en¬ 
gines were framed by some Genoese artists, who 
had fortunately landed in the harbour of Jaffa. 
Two fnoveable turrets were constructed at the 
cxpence, and in the stations,, of the duke of 
Imrraine aud the count of Tholouse, and rolled 
forwards with devout labour, not to the most 
accessible, but to the most neglected, parts of 
the fortification. Raymond’? tower was re¬ 
duced to ashes by the fire of the besieged, but 
his colleague was more vigilant and successful; 
the enemies were driven by his archers from the 
rampart; the draw-bridge was let down ; and on 
a Friday at three in the afternoon, the day and 
hour of the Passion, Godfrey of Bouillon stood 
victorious on the walls of Jerusalem. His ex¬ 
ample was followed on every" side by the emula¬ 
tion of valour > and about four hundred and 
sixty years after the conquest of Omar, the holy 
city was rescued from the Maliometan yoke. In 
the pillage of public and private wealth, the ad¬ 
venturers had agreed to respect the exclusive 
property of the first occupant; and the spoils of 
the great mosque, seventy lamps and massy vases 
of gold and silver, rewarded the diligence, and 
displayed the generosity, of Tancred. A bloody 
sacrifice was offered by his mistaken votaries to 


Gierusalemme-Liberata, canto xiii. It is pleasant enough to 
ibserve how Tasso has copied aad embellished the minutest de- 
laih of the siege. 
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the God of the IShristians: resistance might pro- chap. 
voice, but neither age nor sex could mollify, 
their implacable rage: they indulged themselves 
three days in a promiscuous massacre^'''; and the 
infection of the dead bodies produced an epide¬ 
mical disease. After seventy tliousand Moslems 
had been put to the sword, and the harmless 
Jews had been burnt in .their synagogue, they 
could still reserve a multitude of captives, whom 
interest or lassitude persuaded them to spare. Of 
these savage heroes of the cross, Tancred alone 
betrayed some sentiments of compassion; yet we 
may praise the more selfish lenity of Raymond, 
who granted a capitulation and safe-conduct to 
the garrison of the citader". The holy sepul¬ 
chre was now free; and the bloody victors pre¬ 
pared to accomplish their vow. Bareheaded and 
barefoot, with contrite hearts, and in an humble 
posture, they ascended the hill of Calvary, amidst 
the loud anthems of the clergy; ki.s.scd tlic stone 
which had covered the Saviour of the world ; and 
bedewed with tears of joy and penitence the mo¬ 
nument of their redemption. This union of the 
fiercest and most tender passions has been vari¬ 
ously considered by two philosophers; by the 


I'o Besides the Latins, wlioarenot ashamed of ihe massacre, see 
Eliiiaciii (Hist. Saracen. p.SOJ.), Abiilpharagiiis i Dynast, p, etJ-), 
and M. dc Guignes (tom. ii p. it. p. ()().), from Aliouhiiali.i.eii. 

Ill I'he old lower Pstphina, in the middle; ages Neiifoa, was 
named Castelluin Pisaniini, from the patriarcli Daimlisri. It is 
still the citadel, llie residence of the Turkiuh aga, and coniniands 
prospect of the Dead Sea, Jndea,and .Arabia (D’Anville, p. ly—23 ). 
It was likewise called the Tower of David, -aro^igFyttijroTcii. 
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. 1 

oiic'^% as easy and natural; by»* the other'**, aa 
absurd and incredible. Perhaps it is too rigor¬ 
ously applied to the same persons and the same 
hour : the example of the virtuous Godfrey awa¬ 
kened the piety of his compauions; while they 
cleansed their bodies, they piuified their minds; 
nor shall I believe that the most ardent in slaugh¬ 
ter and rapine were the, foremost in the procession, 
to the holy sepulchre. 

Eight days after this memorable event, which 
pope Urban did not live to hear, the I^atin 
chiefs proceeded to the election of a king, to 
guard and govern their conquests in Palestine. 
Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, 
had retired with some loss cf reputation, which 
they strove to regain by a second crusade and 
an honourable death. Baldwin was established 
at Edessa, and Bohemond at Antioch; and 
two Roberts, the duke of Normandy'" and 
the count of Flanders, preferred their fair inherit¬ 
ance in the West to a doubtM competition or a 
barren sceptre; The jealousy and ambition of 
RajTnond were condemned by his own followers, 
and the free, the just, the unanimous voice of 

■*'- Hume, in his History of England, vol. i. p. .311, 31C. octavo 
edition. 

11'' Voltaire, in hisEssai sur I’llisloire Genetale, tom. ii. c. o4. 
p. 34,1, 346. 

n't The English ascribe to llobtrt of Normandy, and the Pro¬ 
vincials to Raymond ofTholouse, the glory of refusing die crovt’n; 
but the honest voice of tradition has preserved the memory of the 
ainbition’and revenge (Villehanlouin, No. lSb.) of the count of St. 
Giles. He died atthe siege of Tripoli, which was possessed byhts 
descendants. 
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the anny, proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon the first ch ap. 
and most worthy of the champions of Christ- 
endom. His magnanimity accepted a tttist as 
frill of danger as of glory; but in a city where 
his Saviour had been crowned with thorns, the 
devout pilgrim rejected the name and ensigns of 
royalty; and the founder of the kingdom of 
Jerusalem contented himself with the modest 
title of Defender and baron of the Holy Sepul¬ 
chre. His government of a single year*“, too 
short for the public happiness, was interrupted in 
the first fortnight by a summons to the field, by 
the approach of the vfrir or sultan of Egypt, 
who had been too slow to prevent, but who was 
impatient to avenge, the loss of Jerusalem. His 
total overthrow in the battle of Ascalon scidcd 
the estabhshment of the Latins in Syria, and's^- 
naUzed the valour of the French princes, who in 
tliis action bade a long farewell to the holy wars. 

Some glory might be derived from the pro- 
di^ous inequality of numbers, though I shall a.d. 1099. 
not count the myriads of horse and foot on 
the side of the Fatimites; but, except three 
thousand Ethiopians or Blacks, who were armed 
with flails or scourges of iron, the Barbarians of 
the South fled on the first onset, and afforded a 
pleasing comparison between the active valour of 
the Turks and the sloth and effeminacy of the 
natives of Egypt. After suspending before tlie 
holy sepulchre the sword and standard of the 

Sec the eketion, the battle of Ascalon, &c. in William of 
Tyre, 1. ix. c. 1—12. and in the conclusion of the Latia hisioriajis 
of the first crusade* 
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sultan, the new king (he deserves the title) em¬ 
braced his departing companions, and could 
retain only with the gallant Tancred three hun¬ 
dred knights, and two thousand foot-soldiers, for 
the defence of Palestine. His sovereignty was 
spon attacked by a new enemy, the only .one 
against whom Godfrey was a coward. Adhemar, 
bishop of Puy, who excelled both in Council and 
action, had been swept away in the last plague of 
Antioch: the remaining ecclesiastics preserved 
only the pride and avarice of their character; 
apd their seditious clamours had required that the 
choice of a bishop should precede that of a king. 
The revenue and jurisdiction of the lawful pa¬ 
triarch were usurped by the Latin clergy; the 
exclusion of the Greeks and Syrians was justified 
bjfcihc reproach of heresy or schism""; and, un¬ 
der the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental 
Christians regretted the tolerating government 
of the Arabian caliphs. Dairabert, archbishop of 
Pisa, had long been trained in the secret policy of 
Rome; he brought a fleet of his coimtr^'men to 
the succour of the Holy Land, and was installed, 
without a competitor, the spiritual and temporal 
head of the church. The new patriarch"’ im¬ 
mediately grasped the- sceptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the victorious 
pilgrims; and both Godfrey and Bohemond sub¬ 
mitted to receive at his hands the investiture of 


w® Renaudot, Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 479- 
• m See the claims of the patriarch Daimbert, in William of Tyre 
(1. IX. c. 15--18. X. 4. 7- 9-), who asserts w-ith marvellous candour 
the independence of the conquerors and kings of Jehisalem. 
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their feudal possessions. Nor was this sufficient; 
Daimbert claimed the immediate property of Jeni- 
salem and Jaffa: instead of a firm and generous 
refusal, the hero negociated with the priest; a 
quarter of either city was ceded to tlie church; 
and the modest bishop was satisfied with an even¬ 
tual reversion of the rest, on the death of (-Jodfrey 
without children, or on the future acquisition of a 
new seat at Cairo or Damascus. 



Without this iudulgence, the conqueror would The Kin-- 
have almost been stripped of his infant.kingdom, ju.'Xni.* 
which consisted only of Jerusalem and Jaffa, w ith 
about twenty villages and towms of the adjacent 
country"'. Within this narrow' verge, the Maho¬ 
metans were still lodged in some inq)rognab!e 
castles; and the husbandman, the trader, and tlie 
pilgrim, were exposed to daily and domestic hos¬ 
tility. By the arms of Godfrey himself, and of 
the two Baldwins, his brother and cousin, who 
succeeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more ease and safety; and at length they equal¬ 
led, in the extent of their dominions, tliough not 
in the millions of their subjects, the ancient 
princes of Judah and Israel"^. After the reduc¬ 


in' Willerm. Tyr. t. x. U). The H i<;loria TIicroMilunitana oi 
.Jacobus i Vilnaro. (1. i. c. 21—50.), and tlie Secrcia I'ideliuin 
Crucis of Marinus Sanutus (1. lii. p. 1.), de^crdic the staf and con¬ 
quests of the Latin kingdom of .lerusalem. 

liy An actual muster, not including the tribes of I,cm and Ik-n- 
jamin, gave David an array nf l,300,00u, or 1,574,0U0 hglitii.g 
men; which, with the addition id woincii, childr._ri, .uid slaves, 
may impK a population of thirteen imlhoiM, in a looiilry sixty 
leagues in length, and thirty broad. The honest and rational Lc 
Clerc (Comment on 2d Samuel xxiv. and 1st Chronicles xm ) 
sestuat angusto inhmkc, and mutters his s.u'^picienof a iiilic Iraiu- 
cripi; a dangeroils auspition ! 
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tion of the maritime cities of iJiodicea, Tripoli, 
Tyre, and Ascalon^, which were powerfully 
assisted by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, 
and even of Flanders and Norway'”, the range 
of sea-coast from Scanderoon to the borders of 
Egypt was possessed by the Christian pilgrims. If 
the prince of Antioch disclaimed his supremacy, 
the counts of Edessa and Tripoli owned them¬ 
selves the vassals of the king of Jerusalem: the 
Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates; and the 
four cities of Hems, Hamah, Damascus, and 
Aleppo, were the only relics of the Mahometan 
conquests in SyriaThe laws and language, 
the manners and titles, of the French nation and 
Latin church, were introduced into these trans¬ 
marine colonies. According to the feudal juriii- 
prudencc, the principal states and subordinate 
baronies descended in the line of male and female 
succession'”: but the children of the first con- 


1*0 These sieges are related, each in its proper place, in the great 
history of William of Tyre, from the ixth to the xviKth book, and 
more briefly told by BcrnardusThesaurariue (de Acqui»itione Tense 
Sancta?, c. ag—gs. p. 732—740.). Some domestic facts are cele¬ 
brated in the Chronicles of Pisa, Genoa, and Venice, in the vith, 
ixth, and xiith tomes of Muratori. 

121 Quidam poptilus de insulis occidentis egressus, et maxime de 
e& prte quae Norvegia dicitur. William of Tyre (1. xi. c. 14. 
p. 804.) marks their course per Britaanicum mare et Calpento the 
siege of Sidon. 

1" Benelathir, apud de Guignes, Hist. de« Huns, tom. ii.partii. 
p. 150, 161, A.D. 1127. He must’speak of the inland country. 

1*1 Sanut very sensibly descants on the mischiefs of female suc- 
« 8 sion,in a land, hostibus cireumdata, ubicimctaviriliaetvirtuosa 
east deberent. Yet, at the summons, and with the approbatioD, 
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que^ors''^ a mcftley and degenerate race, were 
issolved by the luxury of the climate; the anival 
of new crusaders from Europe was a doubtful 
hop^ and a .casual event. The service of the 
feuiial tenures was performed by six hundretl 
and sixty-six knights, who might expect the aid 
of two hundred more under the banner of the 
count of Tripoli; and each knight was attended 
to the field by four squires or archers on horse¬ 
back'll Five thousand and seventy-five scrjemits, 
most probably foot-soldiers, were supplie<l by the 
churches and cities; and the whole legal militia 
of the kingdom could not exceed eknen tliou- 
sand men, a slender defence against the surround¬ 
ing mjTiads of Saracens and Turks' '. But the 
firmest bulwark of Jerusalem was founded on the 
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of her fcuital lorrf, a noble damsel was obliged toehoosc a liusb.uid 
and cbam])ion (Assises de Jerusalem, c. C42, &c.). See in M. 
de Guignes (tom. i. p. 441—471.) the accurate and useful tables of 
these dynasties, which are chiefly drawn from the Li:;niiga d'Ou- 
tniner. 

124 They were called by derision Poullains^ Pulhuii^ and tlieir 
name is never pronounced without contempt (Ducaiige, Gloss. 
Latin, tom. v p. 635.; and Observations sur Joiiivdle, p H4, H.5. ; 
Jacob, ii Vitriaco, Hist. Hierosol. 1. i. c. G?- 72.; and Satinl, 1. ui. 
p. viii, c. 2 p 182.). Illustrluin virorum qui ad Ttrric Saiirt.-e 
.... libcrationcm in ips." manscrunt degeneres filii . . . in de- 

liciis enutriti, molles et efldeminati, &c. 

This authentic detail is extracted from the Assises dc Jenis.i- 
Ictn (c. 324. 32G—331 ). Sanul (1. iii. p via. c i. ji. 1)4 (rt (Ions 
only 618 kmelus,and .'>775 followers. 

156 The sum total, and the division, ascertain the scrMcc of the 
three great baronies at 100 knights each , and the text of the Assises, 
rvhich extends the number to 50O, can only be justified by this 
supposition. 

157 Yet on great emergencies (says Sanul) the barnns brought a 
voluntary aid; decentem coinitivam nulllum juxta statum suum. 
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CHAP, knights of the hospital of St/John and of 
the temple of Solomon on the strange asso¬ 
ciation of a monastic and military life, which 
fanaticism might suggest, but which policy r^ust 
approve. Tlie flower of the nobility of Europe 
aspired to wear the cross, and to profess the vows, 
of these respectable orders; their spirit and disci¬ 
pline were immortal; and the speedy donation of 
twenty-eight thousand farms, or manors’", en¬ 
abled them to support a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry for the defence of Palestine. The 
austerity of the convent soon evaporated in the 
exercise of arnrs: the world was scandalized by 
the pride, avarice, and corruption of these Chris¬ 
tian soldiers; their claims of immmiity and juris¬ 
diction disturbed the harmony of the church and 
state; and the public peace w'as endangered by 
their jealous emulation. Eut in their most dis¬ 
solute period, the knights of the hospital and 


I'S W'illiam of Tyre (I.xvili. c. 3,4, 5.) relates the ignoble origin, 
and early lusolciiee, of the Hospitalers, who soon deserted their 
humble patron, St. .lolm the Eleemosynary, for the more august 
character of St. John the Baptist (see the mefl'ectual struggles of 
Pagi, Critica, A. D. lOyiJ. N". 14—18.1. They assumed the pro¬ 
fession oi arms about the year IICO; the Ifospital was mater-, the. 
Temple,; the Teutonic order was founded A. D. 11 () 0 , at the 
siege of Acre (Mosheiin, Institut. p. 389, 390.) 

iS'l Sec St. Bernard de Laude Novin Militiai Templi, composed 
A. D. 1132—1131), in 0pp. tom. i. p. ii. p. .“Idy—5f)3. edit. Mabtl- 
lon. Vend. 1750. Such an cncoinuim, which is thrown away on 
the dead Temiilars, would be highly valued by tho historians of 
Malta. 

150 Matthew Paris, Hist. Major, p. 344. He assigns to the Hos¬ 
pitalers 19 , 000 , to the Templars 9,000 viannia, a word of much 
higlier imi>ort (as Ducange lias rightly observed) in the English 
than in the French idiom. Manor is a lordship,.manoir adwcllmg. 
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etnplc maintaiifcd their fearless and fanatic cha- 
acter: they neglected to live, but they ''verc 
uepared to die, in the service of Christ; and tlic 
piAt of chivalry, the parent and offspring of the 
;rusades, has been transplanted by this insti- 
,ution from the holy sepulchre to the isle of 
Malta'". 

The spirit of freedom, which pervades the Assise of 
eudal institutions, was felt in its strongest energy 
sy the volunteers of the cross, ivho elected for 
their chief the most deserving of his peers. 

Amuhst the slaves of Asia, unconscious of the 
lesson or example, a model of political liberty 
was introduced: and the laws of the drench 
kingdom arc derived from the purest source ot 
equality and justice. 01 such laws, the lirst and 
indispensable condition is the assent of those, 
whose obedience they require, and for whose 
benefit they are designed. No sooner had Ciod- 
frey of Bouillon accepted the office oi siqncnio 
magistrate, than he solicited the jniblic and pri¬ 
vate advice of the Latin pilgiim.s, who ivere the 
best skilled in the statutes and customs of Lurope. 

From these materials, with the counsel and ap¬ 
probation of the patriarch and baron-, oi the 
clergy and laity, Godfrey compo-od the .\ssi.sE 
OF Jerusalem a precious monnmcni ot tcndal 


131 In the three first book^ of ilie oi , Til 

Maltlic, par I’Abb^ tie Vcrioi, ibe reader lira- ..imi a in- i ah v. ii i 
a fair, arid sometimes ftatteriiis, pirlure ol the n.d-r, i.hi.e it ms 
employed for the defence of Pale.uiie. Tin snb c|uci.l books 
jiursue their emigrations to Rhodes aim M ulj. 

13* The Assiscj dc Jcrujaleni, m o! 1 l.n/ Fiench, wan. prinud 
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CHAP, jurisprudence. The new code, 'attested by the 
seals of the king, the patriarch, and the viscount 
of Jerusalem, was deposited in the holy sepulchre, 
mriched with the improvements of succeeding 
;imes, and respectfully consulted as often as any 
ioubtful question arose in the tribunals of Pa- 
estinc. With the kingdom and city, all was 
,ost‘”: the fragments of the written law were 
preserved by jealous traditionand variable 
aracticc till tlic middle of the thirteenth cen¬ 
tury : the code was restored by the pen of John 
iTbelin, count of Jaffa, one of the principal 
feudatories”''; and the finaf revision was accom¬ 
plished in the year thirteen hundred and sixty- 

with BcatimaDoir'S Coulumcs de Bcauvobis (Bourges and Pans, 
1690 , in folio), and illustrated by Gaspard Thauinas dc la Thau- 
niassierc, with a comment and glossary. An Italian version had 
been published in 1535, at Venice, for the use of the kingdom of 
Gypnis. 

U'l A la terre perdue, tout fut perdd, is tlie vigorous expression 
of the Assise (c. 281.). Yet Jerusalem capitulated with Saladin; 
the queen and the ])rincipa] Christians departed in peace; and a 
code so precious and so portable could not provoke the avarice of 
the conquerors. 1 have sometimes suspecterl the existence of this 
original copy of the Holy Sepulchre, which might be invented 'to 
sanctify and authenticate the traditionary customs of the French in 
Palestine. 

A noble lawyer, Raoul de Tabarle, denied the prayer ofklng 
Amauri (A.l). 1195 — 1205 ), that he would commit his knowledge 
to writing; and frankly declared, que de ce qu’il savoit ne feioit-il 
ja nu! borjors son pareill, nc null s.ige homme lestr 6 (c. 28l.). 

135 Tile compiler of this work, Jean d’lbelin, W'os count of Jaffa 
and Asealon, lord of Bamth (Berytus) and Rames, and died A. D. 
126 C (Sainit, 1. ill. p. ii. c. 5 8 ,). The family of Ibeliu, which de¬ 
scended from a voiuigcr brother of a count of Chartres in France, 
long flourished in PalesUne and Cyprus (sec the Lignages dc de^a 
Mer, or d'Outremcr, c. 6 . at the endof the Assises de Jerusalem, 
an original book, which records the jiedigtces of the French ad¬ 
venturers). 
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niae, for the use of the Latin kingdom of chap. 
Cj’prus 

'lihe justice and freedom of the constitution Court of 
were maintained by two tribunals of unequal 
dignity, which were instituted by Godfrey of 
Bouillon after the conquest of Jerusalem. The 
king, in person, presided in the upper-court, the 
court of the barons. Of these the four most 
conspicuous were the prince of Galilee, the lord 
of Sidon and Ctesarea, and the counts of Jaffa 
and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the constable and 
marshal'’^, were in a special manner tlie com¬ 
peers and judges of each other. But all the no¬ 
bles, who held their lands 'immediately of the 
crown, were entitled and bound to attend the 
king’s court; and each baron exercised a similar 
jurisdiction in the subordinate assemblies of his 
own feudatories. The connexion of lord and 
vassal was honourable and voluntary: reverence 
was due to the benefactor, protection to the de¬ 
pendent; hut they mutually pledged their faith 
to each other; and the obligation on citlier side 


might he suspended hy neglect or dissolved by 
injury. The cognisance of marriages and testa¬ 
ments was blended with religion, and usurped by 
the clergy; but the ci^dl and criminal causes of 
the nobles, the inheritance and teniue ol their 


By sixteen commissioners chosen in the stales of the ivlantl; 
the work was fiaished the 3d of November be-aled wiih four 
seidj, and deposited in the cathedral of Nicosia (see the prclace to 

the Assises). 

Xhe cautious John d’lbeliu argues, rather than affirins, that 
Tripoli u the fourth barony, and expresses some doubt conccrniiiK 
the right or prelenaion of the constable and marshal {c. 3-J.). 
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CHAP, fiefs, formed the proper occupation of the su- 
preme court. Each member was the judge and 
guardian both of public and private rights.t It 
was Jiis duty to assert with his tongue and sAord 
the lawful claims of the lord: but if an unjust 
superior presumed to violate the freedom or 
property of a vassal, the confederate peers stood 
forth to maintain his quarrel by word and deed. 
They boldly affirmed his innocence and his 
>VTongs; demanded the restitution of his liberty 
or his lands ; suspended, after a fruitless demand, 
their own service; rescued their brother from 
prison; and employed every weapon in his de¬ 
fence, without offeiing direct violence to the 
person of their lord, which was ever sacred in 
their eyes*®. In their pleadings, replies, and 
rejoinders, the advocates of the court were sub¬ 
tile and copious; but the use of argument and 
evidence was often superseded by judicial com¬ 
bat; and the Assise of Jerusalem admits in many 
cases this barbarous institution, which has been 
slowly abolished by the laws and manners of 
Europe. 

l^wofju- The trial by battle was established in all cri- 
' cases, which affected the Life, or limb, or 

honour, of Jtny person; and in all civil trans¬ 
actions, of or above the value of one mark of 

i'’" Enlre ,sci;;n(>r ft homme n« n’a que la foi; . . . ■ mais tant 
qiic I’homme clou a son seignor reverence en routes choses (c. 206.)- 
Tons Ics homines dudit royaume sent par ladite Assise tenus les 
uns as autres .... et fn celle maniere que le seignor melte main 
ou facemettre au cors ou au fid d’aucun d’yaus sans esgard et sans 
connoissance de court, que tout les autres doivent venir devant le 
sfignor, &c. (212.). The fojm of their remonstrance# if conceived 
with the noble simplicity of freedom. 
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silver. It appears, that in criminal cases the 
cmnbat was the privilege of the accuser, who, 
cxcej^ in a charge of treason, avenged his per¬ 
sonal injury, or the death of those persons whom 
he had a right to represent; hut wherever, from 
the nature of the charge, testimony could be 
obtained, it was necessary for him to produce 
witnesses of the fact. In civil cases, the combat 
was not allowed as the means of establishing the 
claim of the demandant; but he was obliged to 
produce witnesses who had, or assumed to have, 
knowledge of the fact. The combat was then the 
privilege of the defendant; because he cliarged 
the witness with an attempt by perjury to take 
away his right. lie came therefore to be in the 
same situation as the appellant in criminal cases. 
It was not then as a mode of proof that the 
combat was received, nor as making negative 
evidence (according to the supposition of Mon¬ 
tesquieu’'') ; but in every case the “right to offer 
battle was founded on the right to jmrsue by 
arms the redress of an injury ; and the judicial 
combat was fought on the same principle, and 
with the same spirit, as a private duel. Cham¬ 
pions were only allowed to women, and to men 
maimetl or past the age of si.xty. The con¬ 
sequence of a defeat w'as death to the person ac¬ 
cused, or to the champion or \vituess, as rvell as 
to the accuser himself: but in civil cases, tlie 

’*9 See I’Esprit lies Loix, 1. xxviii. In the forty years since its 
publication, no work has been more read and criticised ; and the 
spirit of enquiry which it has excited, is not ^hc least of our obliga¬ 
tions to the author. 

VOL. XI. 


CU.M'. 

I.VIII 


II 
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CHAP. 

LVIH. 


(.’ourl of 
burgesses 


demandant was punished with infamy and the 
loss of bis suit, while his witness and champion 
suffered an ignominious death. In many calces it 
was in the option of the judge to award or to 
refuse the combat; but two ate specified, in 
which it was the inevitable result of the chal¬ 
lenge ; if a faithful vassal gave the lie to his 
compeer, who unjustly claimed any portion 
of their lord’s demesnes; or if an unsuccessful 
suitor presumed to impeach the judgment and 
veracity of the court. He might impeach them, 
but the terms were severe and perilous; in the 
same day he successively fought all the memhers 
of the tribunal, even those who had been absent: 
a single defeat was followed by death and infamy; 
and where none could hope for victory, it is highly 
probable that none would adventure the trial. 
In the Assise of Jerusalem, the legal subtlety of 
the count of Jaffa is more laudably employed to 
elude, than to facilitate, the judicial combat, which 
he derives from a principle of honour rather than 
of superstition'*^. 

Among the causes which enfranchised the ple¬ 
beians from the yoke of feudal tyranny, the insti¬ 
tution of cities and corporations is one of the 
most powerful; and if those of Palestine are co¬ 
eval with the first crusade, they may be ranked 
with the most ancient of the Ivatin world. Many 


For ihe intelligence of this obscure ;md obsolete jurispru¬ 
dence (c. 80—111.), I am deeply indebted to the friendship of a 
learned lord, who, with an accurate and discerning eye, has sur¬ 
veyed the philosophic history of law. By his studies, posterity 
might be enriched: the merit of the orator and the judge can be 
J'elt only by his contemporaries. 
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of the pilgrims had escaped from their lords imdor cii.\P 
the Sinner of the cross; and it was the policy of , 

the ^rench princes to tempt their stay by the as¬ 
surance of the righEs and privileges of freemen. 

It is expressly declared in the Assise of Jcmsalem, 
that after instituting, for his knights and barons, 
the court of peers, in which he presided himself, 

Godfrey of Bouillon established a second tribunal, 
in which his person was represented by his vis¬ 
count. The jurisdiction of this inferior court ex¬ 
tended over the burgesses of the kingdom; and it 
was composed of a select number of the most dis- 
xreet and worthy citizens, who were swoni to 
judge, according to the laws, of the actions and 
fortunes of their equals'". In the conquest and 
settlement of new cities, the example of .lonisalem 
was imitated by the kings and their great vassals; 
and above thirty similar corporations were founded 
before the loss of the Holy Laud. iVnother class 
of subjects, the Syrians"', or Oriental Christians, Sjii.ui,. 
were oppressed by the zeal of the clergy, and pro¬ 
tected by the toleration of the state. Godfrey lis¬ 
tened to their reasonable prayer, that they might 
be judged by their own national laws. A third 
court was instituted for their use, of limited and 
domestic jurisdiction: the swoni members were 

Louis le Gro^, who is considercxl a.s the father of this insii- 
tution in France, did nol begin his reign till nine years (A 1). lion) 
after Godfrey of Bouillon (Assise.s, c. 2. 3k'4.). For its urigni .uid 
effects, see the‘judicious remarks of Dr, Hobertson (Hismry ol 
Charles V. vol. i. jj. 30—3b\ 231—363. fjuarto edition,). 

K\ery reader eontersant with ihe historians of tlie (rusades. 

Will understand iiy the peuple dcs Suriens, the Grieiiul (duihtians, 

Melclutes, Jacobites, or Ncstorians, who had all adopted llie 
of the Arabic language fvol iv p. .3'H ) 
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CHAP. Syrians, in blood, language, and religion; but the 
office of the president (in Arabic, of the raw) i was 
sometimes exercised by the viscount of the jcity. 
Villains At an immeasurable distance below the nobles, 
and slaves, hurgcsscs, and the strangers, the Assise of 
Jerusalem condescends to mention the villains and 
slaves, the peasants of the land and the captives of 
war, who were alniost equally considered as the ob¬ 
jects of property. The relief or protection of these 
unhappy men was not esteemed worthy of the care 
of the legislator ; but he diligently provides for the 
recovery, though not indeed for the punishment, 
of the fugitives. Like hounds, or hawks, who had 
strayed from the lawful owner, they might be lost 
and claimed: the slave and falcon were of the same 
value; but three slaves, or twelve oxen, were ac¬ 
cumulated to equal the price of the war-horse; and 
a sum of three hundred pieces of gold was fixed, in 
the age of chivalry, as the equivalent of the more 
noble animaP*. 


i*"* See the Assises de Jerusalem (310, 311, 312.). These laws 
were enacted as late as the year 1350, in the kingdom of Cyprus. 
In the same eentury, in the reign of Ldward I. 1 understand, from 
a late publication (of his Book of Account), thafthe price of a war- 
horse was not less exorbitant in England. 
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CHAP. LIX, 

Preservation of the Greek Empre. — Numbers, 

Passage, and Event, of the Second and Third 
Crusades. — St. Bernard. — Reign of Saladin 
in Egypt and Syria. — Ilis Conquest of Jeru¬ 
salem. — Naval Crusades. — Riehard the First 
of England.—Pope Innocent the Third; and 
the Fourth and Fifth Crusades. — The Em¬ 
peror Frederic the Second. — Louis the Ninth 
ef France; and the tivo la.st Crusades. — Ex¬ 
pulsion of the Latins or Franks by the Mama- 
lukes. 

In a style less grave than that of history, I chap, 
should perhaps compare the emperor Alexius' 
to the jackall, who is said to follow the steps, Surt'css of 
and to devour the leavings, of the lion. AVliat- 
ever had been liis fears and toils in the passage — 
of the first crusade, they were amply recom¬ 
pensed by the subsequent benefits which he 
derived from the exploits of the Franks. His 
dexterity and vigilance secured their first con¬ 
quest of Nice ; and from this threatening station 
the Turks were compelled to evacuate the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Constantinople. While the cru- 

• Anna Comnena relales her father’s conquests in Asia Minor, 

Alexiad, I. xi. p. 321—.325. I. xiv. p, 4iy. ; his (’ilician wararralnsl 
Tancred and Boheniond, p. 328—342.; the war of Epirus, with 
lediniis prolixity, l.xii, xiii. )).345—tt>().; the dcatli of Bohemond, 

1. xiv. p. 419. 
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CHAP, s.adcrs, vntli blind valoixr, advanced into the 
midland countries of Asia, the crafty Greek ■im¬ 
proved the _ favourable occasion, when the dmirs 
of the sea-coast were recalled to the standard of 
the sultan. The Turks were driven from the 
isles of Rhodes and Chios: the cities of Ephesus 
and Smyrna, of Sardes, Philadelphia, and Lao- 
dicea, were restored to the empire, wliich Alexius 
enlarged from the Hellespont to the banks of the 
Masander, and the rocky shores of Pamphylia. 
The churches resumed their splendour; the 
towns were rebuilt and fortified; and the de¬ 
sert country was peopled with colonies of Chris¬ 
tians, who were gently removed from the more 
distant and dangerous frontier. In these pater¬ 
nal cares, we may forgive Alexius, if he forgot 
the deliverance of the holy sepulchre; but, by 
the Ijatins, he was stigmatized with the foul re¬ 
proach of treason and desertion. They had 
sworn fidelity and obedience to his throne; but 
/te had promised to assist their enterprise in per¬ 
son, or, at least, with his troops and treasures: 
his base retreat dissolved their obligations; and 
the sword, which had been the instrument of 
their victory, was the pledge and title of their 
just independence. It does not appear that the 
emperor attempted to revive his obsolete claims 
over the kingdom of Jerusalem"; but the bor- 


- The kings of .Terusalcm submitted however to a nominal de¬ 
pendence, and in the ilates of their inscriptions (one is still legible 
in the church of Bethleni), they respectfully placed before their 
own, the name of the reigning emperor (Ducange, Dissertations 
fur Joinville, xxvii. p. 31 9 .). 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


UfJ 


(lers of Cilicia and Syria were more recent in 
liis possession, and more accessible to his arms. 
Thelgreat army of the crusaders was annihilated 
or dispersed; the principality of Antioch was 
left without a head, by the surprise and capti¬ 
vity of Bohemond: his ransom had oppressed 
him with a heavy debt; and his Norman fol¬ 
lowers were insufficient to repel the hostilities 
of the Greeks and Turks. In this distress, 
Bohemond embraced a magnanimous resolution, 
of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kins¬ 
man, the faithful Tancred; of arming the West 
{igainst the Byzantine empire, and of executing 
the design which he inherited from the lessons 
and example of his father Guiscard. His em¬ 
barkation was clandestine; and if we may crt'dil 
a tale of the princess Anne, he passed the hostile 
sea, closely secreted in a coffin \ But his recep¬ 
tion in France was di^ified by the public 
applause, and his marriage with the king’s 
daughter; his return was glorious, since the 
bravest spirits of the age enlisted under his ve¬ 
teran command; and he repassed the Adriatic 
at the head of five thousand horse and forty 
thousand foot, assembled from the most remote 
climates of Europeh The strength of Durazzo, 


C'itAP 

LIX. 


3 Anna Comnena adds, that to complete the imitatifin, he uas 
shut up with a deatl cock; and condescends to wonder liow the 
Barbarian could endure the confinement and putrefaction. 'I his 
absurd tale is unknowm to the Latins. 

■* Ato eu?o)r, in the Byzantine geography, must mean England; 
yet we arc more credibly informed, that our Henry I would not 
suffer him to levy any troops in his kingdom (Ducangc, Not. ad 
Alexiad. p 41.), 
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CHAP. 

LIX. 


«* 

and prudence of Alexius, the progress of famine, 
and approach of winter, eluded his ambitious 
hopes; and the venal confederates were sed|iced 
from his standard. A treaty of peace* suspended 
the fears of the Greeks; and they were finally 
delivered by the death of an adversarj% whom 
neither oaths could bind, nor dangers could ap¬ 
pal, nor prosperity could satiate. Ilis children 
succeeded to the principality of Antioch ; but 
the boundaries were strictly defined, the homage 
w'as clearly stipidated, and the cities of Tarsus 
and Malmistra were restored to the Byzantine 
emjicrors. Of the coast of Anatolia, they pos-. 
scssed the entire circuit from Trebizond to the 
Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynasty of Roum" 
was se])aratcd on all sides from the sea and their 
Musidman brethren; the power of the sultans 
was shaken by the victories, and even the de¬ 
feats, of the Franks; and after the loss of Nice, 
they removed their throne to Cogni or Iconium, 
an obsciure and inland town above three hundred 
miles from Constantinople^ Instead of trem- 


* The copy of the treaty (Alexiad, 1. xiii. p. 406—4l6.) is an 
original and curious piece, which would require, and might afford, 
a good map of the principality of Antioch. 

^ See in the learned work of M. de Guignes (tom. i^ partii.), the 
history of the Seljukians qf Iconium, Aleppo, and Damascus, as 
far as it may he collected from the Greeks, Latins, and Arabians. 
The last are ignorant or regardless of the affairs of Rourn. 

r Iconium is mentioned as a station by Xenophon, and by 
Strabo, wdth the ambiguous title of KuigcroXii (Cellarius, tom. ii. 
p. 121.). Yet St. Paul found in that place a multitude (urAiiffos) of 
.Tews and Gentdes. Under the corrupt name of Kunijah, it is de¬ 
scribed as a great city, with a river and gardens, three leagues from 
the mountains, and decorated know not why) with Plato’s tomb 
(Ahulleda, tahul. xvli. p. .303. vers. Reiske, and the Index Geo- 
graphicus of Schultens from Ibn Said.l. 
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Talirie for their capital, the Comncnian princes 
wa^cl an offensive war against the Turks, and 
the hrst crusade prevented the fall of the declining 
empire. 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations 
marched by land from the W est to the relief of 
Palestine. The soldiers and pilgrims of IjOiu- 
bardy, France, and Germany, were excited by 
the example and success of the first crusade". 
Forty-eight years after the deliverance of the 
holy sepulchre, the emperor, and the French 
king, Conrad the third, and Louis the seventh, 
undertook the second crusade to support the fall¬ 
ing fortunes of the Latins"^. A grand division 
of the third crusade was led by the emperor 
Frederic Earbarossawho sympathised with his 
brothers of France and England in the comnron 
loss of Jerusalem. These three expeditions may 
be compared in their resemblance of the greatness 
of numbers, their passage through the (ireek 
empire, and the nature and event of their I'urkish 
warfare, and a brief parallel may save the rej)e- 

0 For this supplement to the first crusade, see Ann.i Comnena 
(Alexias, 1. xi. p. 331, ?cc. and the viiilh book of Albert Aquensis) 

9 For the second crusade, ofConrad 111. and Louis ^ 11. sec W il- 
liaxn of Tyre (1. xvi. c. 18—CQ ), Otho of Frisingen (1, i c, 34—4.'i. 
59 , 60 .), Matthew Paris tHist. Major, p. tiS.), Slnniin (Coiqiiie 
Hist. GerinanictE, p. 372, 373.), Scriptorcs Rcruin Franeicariini a 
Duchesne, tom. iv.; Nicetas, in Vit. Manuel, 1. i. c. 4, 6 , p 41 

—48. ; Cinnamus, 1 ii. p, 41—41). 

*9Ft>r the thirtl crusade, of Frederic Barbarossa, sec Nicetas in 
Isaac. Angel 1. li. c. 3 — 8 . p. 2.")7—-'Wi- Strui (Corpus Hist. 
Germ. p.414.), and two historians, who probably w'erc'pectators, 
Tagiiio (in Scriptor. Frehcr torn. i. p. 4liti—4tb edit Struv.), and 
the Anonynius de Expeditionc .\siatica Fred. 1. (in Canisii Antiq. 
Lection, om. iii. p. ii. p. 4 () 8 —526. edit. Basnage). 


105 

CHAU 

LIX 


Fxpedi- 
tions by 
find : the 
l.r.st cru- 
i.ide, 
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A.D.l 147; 
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A l). 118 y 
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CHAP, titioii of a tedious narrative. However splendid 
it may seem, a regular story of the crusades would 
exliibit the perpetual return of the same causes 
and effects; and the frequent attempts for the 
defence or recovery of the Holy Land, would 
appear so many faint and unsuccessful copies of 
the original. 

Their I. Of the swarms that so closely trod in the 

numlrers. pj-gj. pilgrims, tlic chief's were 

equal in rank, though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adven¬ 
turers. At their head were displayed the banners 
of the dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aqui- 
tain; the first a descendant of Hugh Capet, the 
second a father of the Brunswick line: the Arch¬ 
bishop of Milan, a temporal prince, transported, 
for the benefit of the Turks, the treasures and 
ornaments of his church and palace; and the 
veteran crusaders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen 
of Chartres, returned to consummate their un¬ 
finished vow. The huge and disorderly bodies of 
their followers moved forward in two columns; 
and if the first consisted of two hundred and sixty 
thousand persons, the second might possibly 
amount to sixty thousand horse, and one hundretl 
thousand foot”. The armies of the second cru¬ 
sade might have claimed the conquest of Asia: 
the nobles of France and Germany were animated 
by the presence of their sovereigns ; and both the 


Anne, who states these later swarms at 40,000 horse, and 
100,000 foot, calls them Normans, and places at their head two 
hiolhcrs of Flanders, The Greeks were strangely ignorant of the 
names, famlhes, and possessions of the Lati>i princes. 
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rank and jx^rsonal characters of Conrad and PllAP. 
Loms, gave a dignity to their cause, and a dis- 
cipline to their force, which might he' vainly ex¬ 
pected from the feudatory chiefs. The cavalry 
of the emperor, and that of the king, was each 
composed of seventy thousand knights, and their 
immediate attendants in the field*'; and if the 
light-armed troops, the j)casant infantry, the 
women and children, the priests and monks, 
bo rigorpusly excluded, the full account nill 
scarcely be satisfied with four hundred thousand 
souls. The West, from Rome to Britain, was 
callerl into action; the kings of Poland and 
Bohemia obeyed the summons of Conrad; and 
it is affirmed by the Greeks and Latins, that in 
the passage of a streight or river, the Byzantine 
agents, after a tale of nine hundred thousand, 
desisted from the endless and fonnidable com¬ 
putation’’. In the third crusade, as the French 
and English preferred the navigation of the 
i^Iediterranean, the host of Frederic B.arbarossa 
was less numerous. Fifteen thousand knights, 
and as many squires, were the flower of the 
German chivalry: sixty thousand horse, and one 
hundred thousand foot, were mustered by the 


12 William of Tyre, and Matthew Paris, reckon 70,000 Inric.ili 
in each of the armies. 

13 The imperfect enumeration is mentioned hy Cinnamus 
((vvtrnKorra pMgtaS(s), and conhnned by Odo dc Diogilo apiid Dii- 
cange ad Cinnainum, with the more precise sum ol yoo.TaO. Why 
must therefore the version and comment suppose the modest and 
insufficient reckoning of ()0,(K)0 ? Does not Godfrey of Viterbo 
(Pantheon, p. xix. in Muratori, tom. vii p. 462.) exclaim r 

-Numeruni si posccre (puTirdS, 

Mdlia niillcna inilites agmen er.u 
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emperor in the plains of Hungary; and 
such rcj>etition6, we shall no longer be startled at 
the six hundred thousand pilgrims, which credu¬ 
lity has ascribed to this last emigration Such 
extravagant reckonings prove only the astonish¬ 
ment of contemporaries; but their astonishment 
most .strongly bears testimony to the existence of 
an enormous though indefinite multitnde. The 
Greeks might applaud their superior knowledge 
of the arts and stratagems of war, but _they con¬ 
fessed the strength and courage of the French 
cavalry and the infantry of the Germans'*; and 
the strangers are described as an iron race, of 
gigantic stature, who darted fire from their eyes, 
and spilt blood like water on the ground. Under 
the banners of Conrad, a troop of females rode 
in the attitude and armour of men; and the 
chief of these Amazons, from her gilt spurs 
and buskins, obtained- the epithet of the Golden¬ 
footed Dame. / 

II. The numbers and character of the strangers 
was an object of terror to the eflfeminate Greeks, 
and the sentiment of fear is nearly allied to that of 
hatred. This aversion was suspended or softened 

This extravagant account is given by jVlbert of Stadc (apud 
Struvium, p. 414.) ; my calculation is borrowed from Godfrey of 
Abterbo, Arnold of Lubeck, apud euridem, and Bernard Thesaur. 
(c. ifig p 804. i. The original writers .ire silent. The Mahometans 
gavehim 200,(KK), or 2()0,000,men (Bohadin,inVit. Saladin. p. 1 lO.). 

15 I must observe, that in the second aird third crusades, the 
subjects of Conrad and Frederic are styled by the Greeks and Ori¬ 
entals Alamanm. The Lechi and Tzechi of Cinnainus, are the 
Poles and Bohemians, and it is for the French, that he reserves 
llic ancient appellation of Germans. He likewise names the 
Bfirioi, or DfiTowoi. 
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by the apprehension of the Turkish power; and 
the ^invectives of the Latins will not biass oiu: 
more candid belief, that the emperor Alexius 
dissembled their insolence, eluded their hos¬ 
tilities, counselled their rashness, and opened to 
their ardour the road of pilgrimage and conquest. 
But when the Turks had been driven from Nice 
and the sea-coast, when the Byzantine princes 
no longer dreaded the distant sultans of Cogni, 
they felt with purer indignation the free and 
frequent passage of the western Barbarians, who 
violated the majesty, and endangered the safety, 
of the empire. The second and third crusades 
were undertaken under the reign of Manuel 
Comnenus and Isaac Angelus. Of the former, 
the passions were • always impetuous, and often 
nralevolcnt; _ and the natural union of a cowaurdly 
and a mischievous temper was exemplified in the 
latter, who, without merit or mercy, could 
punish a tyrant, and occupy his throne. It was 
secretly, and perhaps tacitly, resolved by the 
prince and people to destroy, or at least to dis¬ 
courage the pilgrims, by every species of injury 
and oppression; and their want of prudence and 
discipline continually afforded the pretence' or 
the opportunity. The Western monarchs had 
stipulated a safe passage and fair market in the 
country of their Christian brethren ; the treaty 
had been ratified by oaths and hostages; and the 
poorest soldier of Frederic’s army was furnished 
with three marks of silver to defray his expcnces 
on the road. But every engagement was vio¬ 
lated by treachery and injustice; and the com- 
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plaints of the Latins are attested by the holiest 
confession of a Greek historian, who has cfered 
to prefer truth to his country”’. Instead of an 
hospitable reception, the gates oi the cities, both 
in Europe and Asia, were closely barred against 
the crusaders; and the scanty pittance of food 
was let down in baskets from the walls. Expe¬ 
rience or foresight might excuse this timid jea¬ 
lousy ; but the common duties of humanity pro¬ 
hibited the mixture of chalk, or other poisonous 
ingredients, in the bread; and should JManuel 
be acquitted of any foul connivance, he is guilty 
of coining base money for the purpose of trading 
with the pilgrimq. In every step of their marcli 
they were stopped or misled; the governors had 
private orders to fortify the passes and break 
down the bridges against them: the strag-glers 
were pillaged and murdered; the soldiers and 
horses were pierced in the woods by arrows from 
an invisible hand; the sick were burnt in their 
beds; and the ^dead bodies were hung on gibbets 
along the highways. These injuries exasperated 
the champions of the cross, who were not en¬ 
dowed with evangelical patience; and the By¬ 
zantine princes, who had provoked the unequal 
conflict, promoted the embarkation and march 
of these formidable guests. On tire verge of the 
Turkish frontier Barbarossa spared the guilty 
Plliladelphia^^ rewarded the hospitable Lao- 


Xicetaa was a child at tlic second crusade, but in the third he 
commanded against the Franks the important post of Philippopolis. 
Ciimamus is infected with national prejudice and pride. 

)■ The conduct of the riiiladciphians is blamed by Nicetas, while 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Ill 


'cUcEa, and deplored' the hard necessity that had 
stained his sword with any drops of Christian blood. 
In their intercourse with the nionarchs of Ger¬ 
many and France, the pride of the Greeks was 
exposed to an anxious trial. They might boast 
that on the first interview the seat of Louis w'as 
alow stool, beside the tlironc of JHanueF**; but 
no sooner had the J’rench king transported his 
army beyond the Bosphorus, than he refused the 
offer of a second conference, unless his brother 
would meet him on equal tenns, either on the 
sea or land. With Conrad and Frederic, the ce¬ 
remonial was still nicer and more difficult: like 
the successors of Constantine, they styled them¬ 
selves emperors of the Romans”^; and firmly 
maintained the purity of their title and dignity. 
"riTtrfirst of these representatives of Charlemagne 
would^only converse with Manuel on horseback 
in the open field; the second, by passing the 
Hellespont rather than the Bosphonis, declined 
the view of Constantinople and its sovereign. An 
emperor, who had been crowned at Rome, was 
reduced in the Greek epistles to the humble 
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the anonymous German accusas the rudeness of hia countrym-’n 
(culpi nostri). History would be pleasant, if we were embarrassed 
only by such contradictions. It is likewise from Nicetas, ili.u wc 
learn the pious and humane sorrow of Frederic. 

18 X 6 a/*a\i 7 tSfa, which Cinnamus translates into l^atin by the 
word StWrof. Ducange works very hard to save bic king and coun¬ 
try from such ignominy (sur Joinville, dissertat. xxvii. ji. 317— 
320.). Louis afterwards insisted on a meeting in atari ex a'lpio, 
not ex equo, according to the laughable readings of some MSS. 

n Ego Romanorum imperator sum.ille Romaiiioruiu (Anonym. 
Canis. p. 512.). The public and historical style oi the Greeks wa-^ 
. . .prmceps. Yet Cinnamus ostiis, that itixt^aTc^ is synony- 
iTfOus In Bo/tcXa;}. 
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CHAP, appellation of Rex, or prince of the Alcmanni;' 
and the vain and feeble Angelus affected to be 
ignorant of the name of one of the greatest men 
and inonarchs of the age. Wliile they viewed 
with hatred and suspicion the Latin pilgrims, 
the Greek emperors maintained a strict, thougli 
secret, aUiance with the Turks and Saracens. 
Isaac Angelus complained, that by his friend¬ 
ship for the great Saladin he Kad incurred the 
enmity of the Franks ; and a mosque was found¬ 
ed at Constantinople for the public exercise of 
the religion of Mahomet'". 

Turkish III. The swamis that followed the first cru¬ 
sade, were destroyed in Anatolia by famine, 
pestilence, and the Turkish arrows: and the 
princes only escaped with some squadrons of 
horse to accomplish their lamentable pilgriin- 
age. A just opinion may be formed ofi their 
knowledge and humanity; of their knowledge 
from thp design of subduing Persia and Chorasan 
in tl^eir way to Jerusalem; of their humanity, 
from . the mass^e of , the Christian people, a 
friendly city, who came out to meet them with 
palms and crosses in theh hands. The arms of 
Conrad and Louis were less cruel and impru¬ 
dent; but the event of the second crusade was 
stdl more niinous to Christendom; and the 
Greek jNIanuel is accused by his own subjects of 
gi\ing seasonable intelhgence to the sultan, and 
treacherous guides to the Latin princes. In- 


*<' In the Epistles of Innocent III. (xiii.p. 184.), and the History 
ofBohadin (p. 129, 130 .), see the views of a pope and a cadhi on 
this singular toleration. 
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Stej»d of crushing the cominen foe, by a double 
attack at the same time but on different sides, 
the Germans were urged by emulation, and the 
French were retarded by jealousy. Fouis had 
scarcely passed the Bosphorus when he was 7nct 
by the returning emperor, who had lest the 
greatest part of his army in glorious, but un¬ 
successful, actions on the banks of the IMosander. 
The contrast of the pomp of his rival hasteneil 
the retreat of Conrad: the desertion of hi.s in¬ 
dependent vassals reduced him to his hereditarj’' 
troops; and he borrowed some Greek vessels to 
execute by sea the pilgrimage of I’alestine. 
Without studying the lessons of experience, or 
the nature of the war, tlie king of France ad¬ 
vanced through the same country to a similar 
The vanguard, which bore the royal 
banner and the oriflamme of St. Denys"', had 
doubled their marcli with rash and inconsiderate 
speed; and the rear, which the king commanded 
in person, no longer found their companions in 
the evening camp. ',|ji darkness and disorder, 
they were encompassed, assaulted, and over¬ 
whelmed, by^ the innumerabUi. host of Turks, 
who in the art of war were superior to tlie 
Christians of the twelfth century. Louis, who 
climbed a tree in the general discomfiture, was 

^ As eotjlits ofVexin, the kinc;? of France were Uic v.c.'iLilb and 
advocates of the monastery of St. Denys. The saint’s pecuiiar 
Itarmer, which they received' from tlie abbot, was of a square 
form, and a red orjlamitig colour. The ariflantme appeared ai the 
head of the French armies from the aiith to the xvlh ccnlurj’ (Du- 
cange tur Joioville, Dissert, xviii. p. 244—253.). 
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saved by bis owii valour and the ignorance ot* 
hk adversaries; and with the dawn of day he 
escaped alive,, but almost alone, to the camp of the 
vanguard,. But instead of purswing his expedition 
by land, he was rejoiced to shelter the relics of 
his army in the friendly sea-port of Sataha. From 
thence lie embarked for Antioch ; but so penurious 
was tlje supply of Greek vessels, that they could 
only afford room for his knights and nobles; and 
the plebeian crowd of infantry was left to perish 
at the foot of the Pamphylian hills. The empe¬ 
ror and the king embraced and wept at Jerusalem; 
their martial trains, the remnant of mighty ar¬ 
mies, were joined to the Christian powers of Sy¬ 
ria, and a fiaiitless siege of Damascus was the 
final effort of the second crusade. Conrad and 
Louis embarked for Europe with the peponal 
fame of piety and courage ; but the Orientals had 
braveil these potent monarchs of the Franks, 
with whose names and military forces they had 
been so often threatened’^ Perhaps they had 
still more to foar from the veteran genius of Fred¬ 
eric the first, who in his youth had served in Asia 
under his uncle Conrad. Forty calhpaigns in 
Germany and Italy had taught Barbarossa to 
command; and his soldiers, even the princes of 
the empire, were accustomed under his reign to 
obey. As soon as he lost sight of Philadelphia 


•• The original French histories of the second cnisade are the 
Gesta Ludovici VII. published in the ivth volume of Duchesne’s 
collection. The same volume contains many original letters of 
tlie king, of Suget his minister, &c. the besgdocuments of authentic 
history. 
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•ajjd Laodicea, tlie last cities of the Greek frontier, 
he Ranged into the salt and barren desert, a land 
(says the historian) of horror and tribulation 
PiU'ing twenty days, every step of -his fainting 
and sickly inarch was besieged by the innumerable 
hordes of Turkmanswhose numbers and fury 
seemed after each defeat to multiply and inflame. 
The emperor continued to struggle and to suffer; 
and sucli was the measure of his calamities, that 
when lie reached the gates of Iconium, no more 
than one thousand knights were able to serve 
on horseback. By a sudden and resolute assault 
he defeated the guards, and stormed the capital 
of the sultan who humbly sued for pardon and 
peace. The road was now open, and Frederic 
advanced in a career of triumph, till he was un- 
fbrlu^tely drowned in a petty torrent of Cilicia®®. 
Tlie remainder of his Germans was consumed by 
sickness and desertion; and the emperor’s son 
expired with the greatest part of his Swabian 
vaseals at the siege of Acre. Among the Latin 
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^ Terrain horroris et salsuginis, tcrnim siccani, sterlleni, inauKE- 
nat% Anonym. Cauis. p. 517. The cuiphalic language of a suf¬ 
ferer. 

Gena innumera, aylvestris, indomita, prxiiones sine tliiclnre. 
The sultan of Cogni.Slight sincerely rejoiee in their defeat. Ano¬ 
nym. Cwiis. p. 517, 518. 

*5 See hi the anonymous writer iu the Collection of Canisius, 
Tagino, and Bohadin (Vit. Saladin. p. lit), 120.), the ambiguous 
conduct of Kilidge Arslan, sultan of Cogni, who hated and feared 
l;>oth Saladiu and Frederic. 

The desire of comparing two great men has tempted many 
writers to drown Frederic in the river Cydnus, in which Alexander 
so iroprudenriy.bathed (Q. Curt. 1. iii. c. 4, ’6 ). But, from tit* 
ruarch qf emperor, 1 rather judge, that his Saleph is the Caly- 
eadnus, a atrcajm of leas fame, but of a longer course. 
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heroes, Godfrey of Bouillon and Frederic Barba- 
rossa could alone atchieve the passage of the Lesser 
Asia; yet even their success was a warning *, and 
in the last and most experienced age of the cru¬ 
sades, every nation preferred the sea to the toils 
and perils of an inland expedition^. 

The enthusiasm of the first crusade is a natural 
and simple event, while hope was fresh, danger 
untried, and enterprise congenial to the spirit of 
the times. But the obstinate perseverance of Eu¬ 
rope may indeed excite our pity and admiration ; 
that no instruction should have been drawn from 
constant and adverse experience; that the same 
confidence should have repeatedly grown from the 
same failures; that six succeeding generations 
should have rushed headlong domi the precipice 
that was open before them ; and that men ojf every 
condition should have staked their public and pri¬ 
vate fortunes on the desperate adventure of pos¬ 
sessing or recovering a tomb-stone two thousand 
miles from their countr^b In a period of two 
centuries after the council of Clermont, each spring 
and summer produced a new emigration of pilgrim 
warriors for the defence of the Holy Land ; but 
the ^ seven great armaments or crusades were ex¬ 
cited by some impending or recent calamity: the 
nations were moved by the authority of their pon¬ 
tiffs, and the example of their kings : their zeal 
was kindled, and their reason was sdeneed, by 


-■ Marlnus Sanutus, A.D. 1321, lay^ it down as a precept. Quod 
'loins ccclesi® per terram nullatenus est ducenda. He resolves by 
ilic Divine aid, the objection, or rather exception, of the first cru¬ 
sade (Stciela I'ldcliuin Crucij, 1. ii. pais ii. c. i. p, 37.). 
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tTia voice of their holy orators; and among these, chap, 
Bernardthe monk, of the saint, may claim the 
most honourable place. About eight years be- Ciiamcur 
loretne nrst conquest oi Jerusalem, be was born of slon of Sf. 
a noble family in Burgundy; at the age of three- 
aud-twenty he biuried himself in the monaster)' 
of Citeaux, then in the primitive fen our of the 
institution; at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony, or daughter, to the valley of 
Clairvaux'^ in Champagne; and was content, till 
the hour of his death, with the humble station 
of Abbot of his own community. A philosophic 
age has abolished, Avith too liberal and indiscri¬ 
minate disdain, the honours of these spiritual he¬ 
roes. The meanest among them are distinguished 
hy some energies of the mind ; they were at least 
superior to their votaries and disciples ; and, in the 
race of superstition, they attained the prize for 
which such numbers contended. In sjtecch, in 
AA-riting, in action, Bernard stood high above his 
rivals and contemporaries; his compositions are 
not devoid of wit and eloquence; and he seems 

28 Tlie most authentic information of St. Bernard must he drawn 
from his own writings, published in a correct edition by PereMahil- 
Jon,and reprinted at Venice 1750, in six volumes in folio Wliat-' 
evsr friendship could recollect, or superstition could add, is con¬ 
tained in the two lives, by his disciples, in the vith \ oluine . what¬ 
ever learning and criticl.sni could ascertain, niav be found in the 
prefaces of the Benedictine editor. 

20 Clairvanx, suriiamed the Valley of Vbsymlh, is situate among 
the woods near Bar sur Aube in ChaiiipagDe, St. Bern.iid would 
blush at the pomp of the church and monastery ; he would ast for 
the library, and I know not whether he would be much edified by 
a ton of 800 mulds (C)l4 l-7tli hogsheads), which almost rivals that 
of Heidelberg (Melanges tires d’une Grande Bibliothdque, tom. 
xlvi. p. 15—20.). 
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CHAP, to have preserved as inaili imon and hon^tty 
as may be reconciled mth'^the character of a Saint. 
In a secular life, he would haVe shared the seventh 
part of a private inheritance ; by a vow of poverty 
aUd penance, by closing his eyes i^ainst tKc vi¬ 
sible worM by the refusal of all edcliesiastioal 
dimities, the Abbot of Claifvatix became the 
<!>rU{de of Europe, and the fotinder of ofae hundred 
aUd sixty convents. Princes and pontiffs trembled 
at the freedom of his apostolical censures: France, 
England, and Milan, consuhed and obeyed his 
judgment in a schism Of the church: the debt 
was repaid by the gratitude of Innocent the se¬ 
cond ; and his successor, Eugenins the third, was 
the friend and disciple of the holy Bernard. It 
was in the proclamation of the second crusade 
that he shone as the missionary |nd prophet of 
God, who called the nations to the defence of his 
holy sepulchre At the parliament of Vezelay 
he spoke before the king; and Louis the seventh, 
with his nobles, received their crosses from his 
hand. The abbot of Clairvaux then marche<f to 
the less easy conquest of the emperor Conrad: a 
phlegmatic people, ignorant of his language, was 

The diiciples of the saint (Vrt. ima, 1. iii. c. 2. p. 1232. Tit. 
iida, c. l6. No 45. p. 1383.) record a marvellous example of his pi¬ 
ous apathy. Juxta^acum etiam Lausannensem totius diei itinere 
pergens, penitus non attendit aut te videre non vMit. Cum enim 
veapere facto de eodem lacA socii colloquerentut, Interrogabat eos 
nbi lacus illeesset ; et mirati sunt universi. To admire nr despise 
St. Bernard ftshe ought, the reader, Lke myself, should have be¬ 
fore the windows of his library the beauties of that incomparable 
landskip. 

** Otho Frhing. 1. i. c. 4. Bernard. EpiJt. 363. ad Francos Orien- 
tales. Opp.tgm. Lp. 328. Vit, iroa, 1. iii. c. 4. tom.vi. p. l$3S, 
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tilia^OT:cd by the pathetic veljemence of his tone riiAl’, 
and gestsitres ; and his progress, from Constance to 
Cologne, was the triumph of eloquence and zeal. 

Bernard applauds his own succ^s in the depopu-, 
lation of Europe; aflirms that cities and castles 
were emptied of their inhabitants; and computes, 
that only one man, was left behind for tlie conso¬ 
lation of seven widows^*. The blind laiiatics 
were desirous of electing him for their general; 
but the example of the hermit Peter was before 
his eyes; and while he assured the crusaders of the 
divine favour, he prudendy declined a military 
command, in wliidi failure and victory would have' 
been almost equally disgraceful to his character’I 
Yet, after the calamitous event, the abbot of 
Qlairvaux was loudly accused as a false prophet, 
the author of the public and private mourning; 
his enemies exulted, his fiends blushed, and his 
apology was slow and unsatisfactory. He justifies 
his obedience to the commands of the pope; ex¬ 
patiates on the mysterious ways of Providence; 
imputes the misfortunes of the pilgrims tb then- 
own sins; and modestly insinuates, that bis mis¬ 
sion had been approved by signs and wonders 

Mandastis ct obedivi .... multiplicati »unl super iiuiiicru]ii; 
vocuaiitur urbes et casteila; ct pmc jam non imeniunt f|iuin .ip- 
l)relun(knt eeplem muliercs unumvirum; adeo ubifjue'vKhi.-c \nls 
remanent viris. .Bernard. £pist. p. 247. We must be careful not 
to construe pone la a -aubstaniivc. 

M Quis ego sum ut disponam acies, ut cgrtdiar ante facies .inua- 
tormn, aut quid tainremotum aprofessione mefi, si Mtes, .sj pciitia, 

4ic. Epist. 2 fi 6 . torn. L p. 2 . 59 . He speaks with contempt of the 
hermit Peter, vir quitken, Epist. 363. 

Sic dicunt forsitan isti, unde scimus quod 4 Domino samo 
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CHAP. Had the fact been-certain, the argument'"wQilid 
be decisive; and his faithful disciples, who enu¬ 
merate twenty or thirty miracles in a day, appeal 
to the public assemblies of France and Germany, 
in which they were performed^. At the present 
hour, such prodigies will not obtain credit beyond 
, the precincts of Cdairvaux; but in the preterna¬ 
tural cures of the bhnd, the lame, and the sick, 
who were presented to the man of God, it is im¬ 
possible for us to ascertain the separate shares of 
accident, of fancy, of imposture, and of fiction. 
Pnigressof Omnipotence itself cannot escape the murmurs 
the Maho- jjp j|.g discordant votaries ; since the same dispen- 

iiicuns. * ^ 

sation which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored, and perhaps arraigned, as 
a calamity in Asia, After the loss of Jerusa¬ 
lem, the Syrian fugitives diffused their conster¬ 
nation and sorrow: Bagdad mourned in the dust; 
the cadhi Zeineddin of Damascus tore his beard 
in the caliph’s presence; and the whole di^an 
shed tears at his melancholy tale^. But the 
commanders of the faithful coidd only weep; 
they were themselves captives in the hands of the 
'J'urks : some temporal power was restored to the 
last age of the Abbassides; but their humble am- 


egressus sit? Qiik signa tu facis credamus tibi? Non eat quod 
ad Utaipsc rc.spondeacn ; parcenduin verecundise roe*, responde tu 
pro me, et pro te ipso, secundum qute vidiati et audisti, et secundum 
quod te inspiraverit Deus. Cogsolat. 1. ii. c. l. 0pp. tom. ii. p. 
421—423. 

^ See the testimonies in Vita lm», 1. ie. c. 5, 6. Opp. tom vi. 
p. 1258—12(51. L vt c. 1 — 17- p- 1280—1314. 

Abulmahascu sipud De Guignet, Hist, dcs Huns, tom. ii. p. ii, 
P- <)9- 
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bWpn"V^as confined to Bagdad and the adjacent CHAP, 
province. Their tjTonta, the Scljukian sultans, 
had ■ followed the common law of the Asiatic dy¬ 
nasties, the unceasing round of valour, greatness, 
discord, degeneracy, and decay: their spirit and 
power were unequal to the defence of religion ; 
and, in his distant realm of Persia, the Christians 
were strangers to the name and the arms of San- 
giar, the last hero of his race^. While the sid- The Aia, 
tans were involved in the silken web of tljc harain, 
the pious task was undertaken by their slaves, 
the Atabeks a Turkish name, which, like the 
Byzantine patricians, may be translated by Father 
of the Prince. Ascansar, a valiant Turk, had 
Ireen the favourite of Malek Shaw, from whom 
he received the privilege of standing on the right 
hand of the throne; but, in the civil wars that 
ensued on the monarch’s death, he lost his head 
and the government of Aleppo, His domestic Zenshi, 
emirs persevered in their attachment to his sou 
Zenghi, who proved his first arms against the 
Franks in the defeat of-Antioch: thirty cam¬ 
paigns in the service of the caliph and sultan 

sr See his article in tlic BiUioth^ijae Oricntale of D’Hcrlidot, 

»ntl De Guignes, torn. ii. p. i. p. 230—CCl. Sucli wai liis vulour, 
that he was styled the second Alexander; and such the extras a- 
gaut love of his subjects, that they prayed for the sultan a vearaftet 
his decca*e. Yet Sangiar might have been made prisoner by the 
Franks, as well as by the Czes, He reigned near fifiv vears 
(A.D. 1103—1152.), and was a munificentpairnnofPersiun poetry. 

M See the Chronology of the Atabeks of Irak and Syiia, in De 
Guignes, tom. i. p. 254.; and the reigns of Zenghi and Moureddin 
in the same writer (tom. ii. p. ii. p. J47—221.). who uses the Ara¬ 
bic text of Benelathir, Ben Schouna, and Abulfeda; the Bibii- 
oihe'que Orientale, umler the articles Atabeh and Noureddvi, and 
the Dynasties of Abulpharagius, p. 250— 267 - Pocock. 
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feStaWished his military fimic; aod he vvas'Infejctfed 
with the ownmand of Mtwal, as tlie oniy cham¬ 
pion that could avenge cause of the prophet. 
I'he public hope was not disappointed: after a 
siege of twenty-five days, he stormed the city of 
Edessa, and recovered fi-om the Franks their con¬ 
quests beyond the Euphrates’®: the martial tribes 
of Curdistan w^e sabdued by the independent 
sovereign of Mosul and Aleiqw: his soldiers were 
taught to behold the camp as their only country; 
they trusted to his liberality for their rewards; 
and their absent families were protected by the 
vigilance of Zeiighi. At the head of these vete¬ 
rans, his son Noureddin gradually united the Ma¬ 
hometan powers ; added the kingdom of Damascus 
to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and success¬ 
ful war against the Christians of Syria; he spread 
his ample reign from tlie Tigris to the Nile, and 
the Abbaseides rewarded their faithful servant with 
all the titles and prerogatives of royalty. The 
Latins themselves were compelled to own the wis¬ 
dom and com^e, and" even the justice and piety, 
of this implacable adversary^. In his life and gor 


WiUiam of Tyre (l.nvi. c. 4,6.7.)dMcribes theloss of Edeswt, 
and the deith of ZenghS. The corruption of his name hrto Sort- 
^in, afforded the Latins a comfortable allution to his tangt^inaty 
character and end, tftt sanguine ganguinolctBiis. 

Noradinus (says William of Tyre, 1. xx. 53.) maximns nominii 
ct fidei Christiansp persecutot; princeps taman Justus, vtfer, pro- 
vidua, et secundum gentis su» tradiuonea religtosns. To this ca¬ 
tholic witness we.may add the primate of the Jacobites (Abulpha- 
rag. p. 2S7.), quo non alter efat inter reges via* latione magis lau- 
dabili, a\it quae pluribus justitise oxpeiinwntisabitBdatet. Ilte true 
praise of kings is trftcr their death, and from the moutli of theit 
enemio^. 
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retSinent the holy wAttiftr revived the zeal and chap. 
fitBplicily 6f the ftrst caliphs. Gktld and silk were 
banished frofii his |)al4c6; the vise oC wine front 
his dominions; the puhtic revenue was scrupu- 
loBsly applied to tfee puhlic serv ice ; and the 
gsl hous^ld of Ktwreddin was maintaiHod from 
his legitimate nhare of the spoil which he vested 
in the purchase Of a privates ertate. His favourite 
sultana sighed for some female ohgect of expence. 

“ Alas,” replied the king, “ I tear God, and am 
“ no more than the treasurer of the Moslems. 

“ Their property 1 canUot alienate; but I still 
“ possess three shops in the city of Hems : these 
“ you may take; and these alone can I bestow.” 

His chamber of justice was the terror of the great 
and the refuge of the poor. Some years after tlic 
sultan’s death, ati oppressed subject called aloud in 
the streets of Damasctis, “ O Noiireddin, Non- 
“ reddin, where art thou now ? Arise, arise, to pity 
“ and protect us!” A tumult was apprehended, 
and a living tyrant blusheil or trembled at the 
name of a departed monarth. 

By tile arras of the Turks and Franks the Fati- Ciinqu'.-'. 
mites had been deprived of Syria. In Kgv'pt the li, the' 
decay of their ciiaractcr and influence was still 
more essential. Yet they were stiU revered as the —nGy. 
descendants and successors of the prophet; tliey 
maiutaiped their invisible state, in the palace of 
Cairo; and their person was seldom violated by 
the profane eyes of subjects or strangers. The 
Latin ambassadors liave described their own 
introduction through a series of gloomy passages, 
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and glittering porticos'**: the scene was^hEv^hcd 
by the warbling of birds and the murmur of foun¬ 
tains : it was enriched by a display of rich furui- 
tiue, and rare -animals; of the Imperial treasures, 
something "was shewn, and much was supposed; 
and the long order of unfolding doors was guarded 
by black soldiers and domestic eunuchs. The 
sanctuary of the presence chamber was Teilcd with 
a curtainand the Vizir, who conducted the am¬ 
bassadors, laid aside his scymetar, and prostrated 
himself three times on the ground* the veil was 
then removed; and they beheld the commander 
of the faithful, who signified his pleasure to the 
first slave of the throne. But this slave was his 
master: the vizirs or sultans had usurped the su¬ 
preme administration of Eg)'pt; the claims of the 
rival candidates were decided by arras; and the 
name of the most worthy, of the, strongest, was in¬ 
serted in the royal patent of command. The fac¬ 
tions of Dargham and Shawer alternately expelled 
each other from the capital and country; and the 
weaker side implored the dangerous protection of 
the sultan of Damascus or the king of Jerusalem, 
the perpetual enemies of the sect and monarchy of 
the Fatimites. By his arras and religion the 
Turk was most formidable; but the Frank, in an 
easy direct march; could advance firom Gaza to 

From the ambassador, tVilliatn of Tyre (1. xix. c. 17, 18.) 
describes the paJace of Cairo. In the .caliph’s treasure were found 
a pearl as large as a pigeon’s e^, a ruby weighing seventeen Egyp¬ 
tian drams, an emerald a palm ai^d a half in J^gth. and (bany vaseis 
of crystal and, porcelam of China, (Renaudot, p. 53(5.). 
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i^while the intermediate situation of his CHAR 
realm compelled the troops of Noureddin to wheel 
round the skirts of Arabia, a long and painful 
circuit, which exposed them to thirst, 'fatigue, and 
the burning winds of the desert. The secret zeal 
and ambition of the Turkish prince aspired to 
reign in Egypt under the name of the Abbassides •, 
but the restoration of the suppliant Shawer Was 
the ostensible motive of the first expedition ; and 
the success was intrusted to the emir Shiracouh, 
a valiant and veteran commander. Dargham was 
oppressed and slain; but the ingratitude, the jea-. 
lousy, the just apprehensions, of his more fortunate 
rival, soon provoked him to invite the king of .Je¬ 
rusalem to deliver Egypt from his insolent bene¬ 
factors. To this nnion the forces of Shiracouh 
Avere unequal; he relinquished the premature 
conquest; and the evacuation of Belbeis or Pelu- 
sium was the condition of his safe retreat. As 
the Turks defiled before the enemy, and their 
general closed the rear, with a vigilant eye, and a 
battle-axe in his hand, a Frank presumed to ask 
him if he were not afraid of an attack? “It is 
“ doubtless in your power to begin the attack,” 
replied the intrepid emir; “ but rest assured, that 
“ not one of ray soldiers will go to paradise till 
“ he has sent an infidel to hell.” His report 
of the riches of the land, the effeminacy of the 
native^ and the disorders of the govenimcnt, 
revived the hopes of Noureddin; the. caliph of 
Bagdad applauded the pious design; and Shira¬ 
couh descended into Egypt a second time Asith 
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CHAP, twelve thousaml TPurks and eleven ,thousan(J' 
Arabs. Yet his forces were still inferior to tfee 
confederate armies of the Franhfl and Saracens; 
and I can discern an imusnal degree of military 
art, in his passage of the Nile, ins retreat into 
Thebais, his masterly evolutions in the battle of 
Babain, the surprise of Alexandria, and his 
marches and counter-marches in the flats and 
valley of Egypt, from the tropic to the sea. His 
conduct was seconded by the courage of his 
troops, and on the eve of action a Mamaluke'*" 
exclaimed, “ If we cannot wrest Egyjit from the 
“ Christian dogs, why do we not renounce the 
“ honours and rewards of the sultan, and retire to 
labour with the peasants, or to spin with the 
“ females of the barani ?” Yet, after aU his ef¬ 
forts in the field after tlie obstinate defence of 
Alexandria"'* by his nephew Saladin, an honour¬ 
able capitulation and retreat concluded the se¬ 
cond enterprise of Shiracouh; and Noureddin 
reserved his abilities for a tbfrd and mcffe pro¬ 
pitious oeeaswa. It was soon offered by the 


Manluc, plui. Mumalic, is defiaed by Pocpck (Prolejjom- ad 
Abiilpliarag. p. 7 .), aiid D’Herbelot ^p. 545); spryutn fraptjtivpa, 
geu ([ui pretio numcrato Ln domioi pOsSessioiiem cedit. They 
frequently occur in the wars of Saladin (Bohadin, p. 836, fee.); 
and It was only the Boliartie Maiaaiuke* that were intro¬ 
duced into Egypt by hts descendants. 

*'> Jacobus a Vitriaeg (p. IIL 6 .) gives the ktpg of Jerusalem 
no more than 374 knights. Both the Franks and the Moalein* 
report the superior numbera of the epetny; a dj^Ferenfte which 
may be salved by epuatipg or omitting the untyStUke Egyjgians. 

4* It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a tniddl* term in extent 
and riches between the period of the Greeks and Bepians, and that 
of the Turks (Savary, Lettres sur I’Egypte, tom. i. p. 25, 26 ). 
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a'itH)ition'-and avarice of Ajnalric or Amaury, cHAP. 
king of JemsaleiD, wlio had imbibed the perai- ^ 

cioiis maxim, that no faith should be kept with 
the enemies of God. A religions warrior, the 
great master of the hospital, encouraged him to 
proceed; the emperor of Constantinople either 
gave, or promised, a fleet to act with the armies 
of Spia; and the perfidious Christian, unsatis¬ 
fied with spoil and subsidy, aspired to tlie con¬ 
quest of Egypt. In this emergency, the Moslems 
turned their eyes tow^ards the sultan of Damascus; 
the vizir, whom danger encompassed on all sides, 
yielded to their unanimous wishes, and Noureddin 
seemed to be tempted by the fair offer of one 
third of the revenue of the kingdom. The 
Franks were already at the gates of Cairo; but 
the suburbs, the old city, were burnt on their 
approach; they were deceived by an insidious 
negociation, and their vessels were unable to sur¬ 
mount the barriers of the Nile. They prudently 
declined a contest with the Turks in the midst of 
an hostile country; and Amaiuy retired into 
Palestine with the shame and reproach that always 
adhere to unsuccessful injustice. ' After this deli¬ 
verance, Shiracouh was invested with a robe of 
honour, which he soon stained with the blood of 
the unfortunate Shawer, For a while, the Turki.sh 
emirs condescended to hold the office of vizir; but 
this for^gn conquest precipitated the fell of the 
Fatimites themselves; and the bloodless change 
was accomplished by a message and a word. Tire 
caliphs liad been degraded by their own weakness 
and the tyranny of the vizirs: their subjects blushed, 
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CHAP, when the descendaiit and successor of the proplit't 
presented his naked hand to the rude gripe of a 
Latin ambassador; they wept when he sent the 
hair of his women, a sad emblem of their grief and 
Lhci of the terror, to excite the pity of the sultan of Damas- 
Cali|)hs cus. By the command of .Noureddin, and the 
A D. 1171 , gentence of the doctors, the holy names of Abube- 
ker, Omar, and Othman, were solemnly restored: 
the caliph IVIosthadi, of Bagdad, was acknowledged 
in the public prayers as the tinic commander of the 
faithful; and the green Uvery of the sons of Ali 
was exchanged for the black colour of the Abbas- 
sides. The last of his rate, the caliph Adhed, 
who survived only ten days, expired in happy 
ignorance of his fate; his treasures secured the 
loyalty of the soldiers, and silenced the murmurs 
of the sectaries; and in all subsequent revolutions 
Eg^’pt has never departed firom the orthodox tra¬ 
dition of the ,Moslems 

The hilly country beyond the Tigris is oc- 
ofSdtjdin. cupied by the pastoral tribes of the Curds'*® 


*■'> For this great revolution of. Egjrpt, see William of Tyre (1. xix. 
7 , 0 , 7 . 12—dl. XX. 5—12.'), Bohadin (in Vit.Saladin. p. 30—3().), 
Abulfeda (in Fatcerpt. Schultens, p, 1—12.), D'Herbclot (Bibhot. 
Orient. Adhed, Fatbeinali, but very incorrect), Renaudot (Hist. Pa¬ 
triarch Alex. p. 529— Kj. 532—537.), Vertot (Hist, des Chevaliers 
(Ic Mahhe, tom. i. p. 141—lC3, in 4to.'), andM. deGuignes (tom.ii. 
p. 185—215.). 

■IS For the Curds, seeDcGuignes, tom. i. p. 416,417, ihe Index 
Gcographicus of Schultcns, and Tavernier, 'Voyages, p. i. p. SOS', 
309 . The Ayoubiles descended from the tribe ^f ibe Eawadiaii, 
one of tile noblest; but as thry were infected with the heresy of 
the Metempsychosis, the orthodox sultans insinuated that their 
descent was only on the mother’s side, and that their ancestor was 
a itranger who settled among ilie Curds. 
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a '^ple hardy, strong, savage, impatient of the chap 
yoke, addicted to rapine, and tenacious of the go- 
verumeiit of their national chiefs. Xh^ resem¬ 
blance of name,^ situation, and manners, seems to 
identify theiri wth the Carduchians of the Greeks 
and they stijl defend against the Ottoman Porte 
the antique freedom which they asserted against 
tlie successors of Cyrus. , Poverty aud ambition 
prompted them to embrace the profession of mer¬ 
cenary soldiers: the service of his father and uncle 
prepared the reign of the great Saladin^; and 
the son of Job or Ayub, a simple Curd, magna¬ 
nimously smiled at his pedigree, whicli flattery 
deduced from the Arabian caliphs^'. So uncon¬ 
scious was Noureddin of the impending min of 
hig house, that he constrained the reluctant youth 
to follow his uncle Shiracouh into Egypt: his mi¬ 
litary charactel- was established by the defence of 
Alexandria; and if we may believe the Latins, 
he solicited and obtained from the Christian ge¬ 
neral the profmic honours of knighthood ''’. (^)n 


♦r See the ivth book of the AtU-baais of Xenophon, The ten 
thousand sufl'ered more from the arrows of the free Cjiduchiaii', 
than from the splendid weakness of tlie great king. 

4e We are indebted to the professor Schultens Bat. )7 

in folio) for the richest and most authentic materials, a life of Sala- 
din hy his friend and mifttster tlie Cadlii Bohadin, and copious ev- 
tracta from the history of his kinsman the prince Abulfeda of Ha¬ 
mah. To these wemayidd, the article of Salaheddtn in the Bibliu- 
thdque Orientale, and all that may be gleaned from the Dynasties 
of Abulpharagtus. . 

^9 Since Abnlfeda was himself an Ayoubite, he may share the. 
praise, for imitating, at least tacitly, the modeaty of tlte founder. 

Hist Hierosol. in the Gesta Dei per Francos, p. 115B. A'si¬ 
milar example may be fbuud in Joiiirille (p. 42. edition du Louvre); 

VOL. XI. 


K 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the death of Shiracouh, the office of grand ^ir 
was bestowed on Saladin, is the youngest and least 
powerful of the emirs; buimA the advice of his 
father, whom he invited to Cairo, his genius ob¬ 
tained the ascendant over his equals, and attached 
the army to his person and interest. While Nou- 
teddin lived, th^e ambitious Curds were the most 
luunble of his slaves; and the indiscreet murmurs 
of the divan were silenced by the prudent Aynb, 
who loudly protested that at the command of the 
sidtan he himself would lead his son in chains to 
the -foot of the throne. “ Such language,” he 
added in private, “ was prudent and proper in an 
“ assembly of your rivals; but we are now above 
“ fear and obedience ; and the threats of Nomred- 
“ din shall not ext(Ht the tribute of a sugar-cane.” 
His seasonable death relieved them from the odi¬ 
ous and doubtful conflict; his son, a minor of 
eleven years of age, was left for a while to the emirs 
of Damascus; and the new lord of Egypt was de¬ 
corated by the cahph with every title that could 
sanctify his usurpation in the eyes of the people. 
Nor was Saladindong content with the possession 
of Eg^qit; he despoiled the Christians of Jerusa- 
lein, and the Atabeks of Damascus, Aleppo, and 
Diarbekir: Mecca and Medina acknowledged him 

but the pious St. Louis refused to diguify inhdcls with the order of 
Christian knighthood.dhioaDgc; Observationa, p. 70.). 

*1 In these Arabic titles, religiciUi must always be understood ; 
I^uitredeHn, lumen r,; JEzrtxfiti, decus; AMsdeddut, columst; our 
hero's proper name wns Joseph, and he was styled SaUihoddtn, salaej 
A^Malirhm, Al Naikut, ren. defensor j Atu M.edqffer, pater ric- 
totie, Schultens, Proeftit. 
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forlheir temporal protector ; liis brother suklued rriAP 
the distant regions of Yemen, or the liappy Ara- 
bia; and at the hour of his death, his empire was 
spread from the African Tripoli to the Tigris, and 
from the Indian ocean to the mountains of Ar¬ 
menia. In the judgment of his character, the re¬ 
proaches of treason and ingratitude strike forcibly 
on our minds, impressed, as they are, witli the 
principle and experience of law and loyalty. But 
his ambition may in some measure be excused by 
the revolutions of Asia ’’, which had erased every 
notion of legitimate succession; by the recent ex¬ 
ample of the iVtabeks themselves ; by his reveremee 
to the son of his benpfactor, his humane and gene¬ 
rous behaviour to the collateral branches,; by thdr 
incapacity and his merit; by the a})probation of 
the caliph, the sole source of all legitimate power; 
and, aliove all, by the wishes and interest of the 
people, whose happiness is the first object of go¬ 
vernment. In his virtues, aiid in those of his pa¬ 
tron, they admired the singular union of the hero 
and the saint; for both Noureddin and Saladin 
are ranked among the Mahometan saints; and 
the constant meditation of the holy war appears 
to have fihed a serious and sober colour over their 
lives and actions. The youth of the latter was 
addicted to wine and women; but his aspiring 

** Abulfeda, w]|o deicended from a brother of .Saladin, observes 
from maity eistmpies, that the foitadars of dyiwtstics took the guilt 
for themselves, and left the Kward to their innocent collatenls 
(Excerpt, .p, 10.). 

^ See his lifciad ctiaracter in Keiaudot, p. 537—54S. 
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CHAP, spirit soon renouiiced the temptations of pleasure, 
for the graver follies of farae and dominion : the 

^ garment of. Saladin was of coarse woollen; v^ater 
was his only drink; and, while he emulated the tem¬ 
perance, be surpassed the chastity, of his Arabian 
prophet. Both in faith and practice he was a rigid 
Musulman; he ever deplored that the defence of 
religion had not allowed him to accomplish the 
pilgrimage of Mecca *, biit at the stated hours, fi\ e 
times each day, the sultan devoutly prayed with 
his brethren ; the involuntary omission of fasting 
was scrupulously repaid; and his perusal of the Ko¬ 
ran, on horseback between the approaching armies, 
may be quoted as a proof, however ostentations, 
of piety and courage" The superstitious doctrine 

of the sect of Shafei was the only study that he 
deigned to encourage : the poets were safe* in his 
contempt; but all profane science was the object 
of Iris aversion; and a philosopher, who had vented 
some speculative novelties, was seized and stran¬ 
gled by the command of the .royal saint. The 
justice of his divan was accessible to the meanest 
suppliant against himself and his ministers; and 
it was only for a kingdom that Saladin , would de¬ 
viate from the rule of equity. .T^ile the descend¬ 
ants of Seljuk and Zenghi held his stimip and 
smoothed his garments, he was aj&ble,and patient 
with the meanest of his servants. ’ So botmdlcss 
was his liberality, that he disEtrihuted twelve thou- 

** HU civil and religions virtuff are celebrated in the %st chap 
ter ^Boliadiu (p,4~30.%’ himself an eya.witnessj anti an honest 
bigot. 



OP THE ROSLVN EMPIRE. 


133 


sandt horses at the siege of Acre; *ud, at the time chap. 
of his death; no more than forty-seven drams of 
silver and one piece of gold coin were found in 
the treasury; yet, iu a martial reign, the tributes 
were diminished, and the wealthy citizens en¬ 
joyed without fear or danger the fruits of their 
industry'. Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, were adorn¬ 
ed by the royal foundations of hospitals, colleges, 
and mosques; and Cairo was fortified with a wall 
and citadel; but his works were consecrated to 
public use ” nor did the sultan indulge himself 
in a garden or palace of private luxury. In a fa¬ 
natic age, himself a fanatic, the genuine virtues of 
Sakdin commanded the esteem of the Christians: 
the emperor of Germany gloried in his friendship'^; 
the Greek emperor solicited his alliance^’; and 
the conquest of Jerusalem diffused, and perhaps 
magnified, his fame both in the East and West. 

During‘its short existence, the kingdom of His con- 
Jerusalem'” was supported by the discord of the 
Turks and Saracens; and both the Eatimite ca- 
liphs and the sultans of Damascus were tempted Jiil> 
to sacrifice the cause of their religion to the 
meaner considerations of private and present 
advantage. But the powers of Egypt, Syria, 

■5* To many works, particulirly Joseph's weJi in tJie castle ul' 

CaifO, the Sultan and the Patriarch ha\e been confciundetl b) the 
ignorance of natives and travellers. 

** Anonym. Canisii, tom. iii. p. ij. p. 504. 

® Bohadin, p. I2(), 130. 

* For the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem, see Will'iani of Tyre, 
from the beth to the jottid book. Jacol) ii Vitriaco, Hist. Hiero- 
solem. 1 . i, and Saaulus, Sccrcta Fidciiuin Ctucis, I, in. p, vi. jii. 
riit ix. 
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and Arabia, wfcre now unitM djy an hero, whom 
nature and fortune had af®^'against the Chrisr 
tians. AIL withont,* now' hwe the moet threaten¬ 
ing aspect; and all was feeble and hollow in the 
internal slate of Jerusalem. After the two first 
Baldwins, the brother and cousin of Godfrey of 
Bouillon, the sceptre devolved by female succes¬ 
sion to Melisenda, daughter of the second Baldwin, 
and her husband Fulk, count of Anjou, the far 
ther, by a former maniage, of our English Planta- 
genets. Their two ^ns, Baldwin the third, and 
Amaury, wagal a strenuous, and not unsuccessful, 
war against the infidels; but the eon of Amaurv', 
Baldwin the fourth, Avas deprived, by the leprosy, a 
gift of the crusades, of the faculties both of mind 
and body. His sister Sybilla, the mother of Bald¬ 
win the fifth, was his natural heiress: after the 
su^ncious death of her child, she cro\vued lier se¬ 
cond husband, Guy of Lusignan, a prince of a 
handsome person, but of such base renown, that his 
ovm brother Jeffrey was heard to exclaim, “ Since 
“ they have made him a king, surely they would 
“ have made me a god!” The choice was generally 
blamed; and the most powerful vassal, Raymond 
count of Tripoli, who had been excluded from the 
succession and regency, entertained an implacable 
hatrw against the king, and exposed his Honour 
and conscience to the temptations of the sultan. 
Such were the guardians of the holy dty; a leper, 
a child, a woman, a cowaid, and a traifor; ’ yet 
ite fete was delayed twelve yeai^ by soine .sup¬ 
plies from Europe, by the valour of the military 
orders, and by the distant or domestic avocations 
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of their great enemy. At length, cm every side, 
the sinking state was encircled and pressed by an 
hcwtile line; and the trace was violated by the 
Franks, whose existence'it protec^d. A soldier 
of fortune, Reginald of ChatiUon, had seized a for¬ 
tress on the edge of the desert, from whence he 
pillaged the caravans, insulted Maliomet, and 
threatened the cities of Mecca and Medina. Sala- 
din condescended to complain ; rejoiced in the de¬ 
nial of justice; and at the head of fourscore thou¬ 
sand horse and foot, invaded the Holy Land.' The 
choice of Tiberias for his first siege was suggestetl 
by tlie count of Tripoli, to whom it .belonged; and 
the king of Jerusalem was persuaded to drain his 
garrisons, and to arm his people for the relief of 
that important place By the advice of the per¬ 
fidious Raymond, the Christians were betrayed into 
a camp destitute of water: he fled on the first 
onset, with the curses of both nations®®: Lusignan 
was overthrown, with the loss of thirty thousand 
men; and the wood of the true cross, a dire mis¬ 
fortune ! was left in the power of Jihe infidels. The 
royal captive was conducted to the tent of Saladin; 
and as he fainted with thirst and terror, the gene¬ 
rous victor presented him with a cup of sherbet, 
cooled in spow, without suffering his companion, 

Templijrii ut apes bombabant er Ilospitalarii ul venti striclf- 
bant, et bargnes se eutio offerebant, eL Turcopuli (the Chri.'tiaji 
light troops) temet jpsi in ignem injicielxait (Jspahani tic EKjiug- 
natione KucUitici, p, IS- apud Schtdtens’!; a specimen of Ara¬ 
bian elotjuehce, somewhat different from the «t)ie of Xenophon. I 

The Latins affirm, the Arabians insinuate, the'treMow -ttf 
Raymond ; but had he really embraced thttr religion, be would 
hare been a saint and « hero jn the eyes of jbe latter. 
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Reginald of Chatilloft,' to patUk'e of this pledge of 
hospitality and patd^. “ Ttie person and dignity 
“of a king,” said iJ^e sultah, “ are sacred; hut 
“ this impious robber must instantly acknowledge 
“ the prophet, whom he has Wasphemed, or meet 
“ the death which he. has so often deserved.” On 
the proud or conscientious refusal of the Christian 
warrior, Saladin struck him on the head with his 
scymetar, and Reginald was dispatched by the 
guards®’. The trembling,Lusiguau was sent to 
Damascus, to an honourable prison and speedy 
ransom; but the victory was stained by the execu¬ 
tion of two hundred and thirty knights of the 
hospital, the intrepid champions and martyrs of 
their faith. The kingdom was left without a 
head; and of the two grand masters of the mili¬ 
tary orders, the one was slain and the other was a 
prisoner, FrOm all the cities, both of the sea- 
coast and the inland country, the garrisons had 
been drawn away for this fatal field: Tyre and 
Tripoli alone could escape the rapid inroad of 
Saladin; and tbi;ee months after the battle of 
Tiberias, he appeared in arms before the gates of 
Jerusalem®* 


Cl Renaud, Regiimld, or Arnold de Chatillon, i* celebrated by 
the Latins in his lift; and death; but the ciremnstances of the lat¬ 
ter are more distinctly related by Bohadin and Ahalfeda; and Join- 
ville (Hist, de St. Louis, p. 70.) aBndtss to the practice of Saladin, 
of ueyer putting to death a prisoner who had tasted his bread and 
salt, ^nae of the cbmpanioas of Arnold had been slaughtered, and 
ahnpst fftCrificed, in a Talley- of Mecca, ubi sacrificia njactantur 
(AbtrUSi^ p. 32.) ' 1 . - 

Veftot, who well describes .the'loss of the hingdom and city 
^Hisl. do "Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 1. ii. p. 22ti—2783 inferts 
two origipal epistles a knight templar. 
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Octobof 2. 


He might expert, tlpit the giege of a city so chap. 
Teiietable.on earth and in heaTen, so interesting , , 

to Europe and Asia, would rekini^le the last and city of 
sparks of enthusiasm; and that, of sixty thousand ' a!d!"'’ 
Christiaus, eveiy man would be^ a soldier, and 
every soldier a candidate for martyrdom. But 
queen Sybilla trembled for herself and her captive 
husband ; and the barons and knights, who had 
escaped from the sword and chains of the Turks, 
displayed the same factious and selfish spirit in 
the public ruin. The most numerous portion of 
the inhabitants was composed of the Greek and 
Oriental Christians, whom experience bad^ taught 
to prefer the Mahometan before the Latin yoke 
and the holy sepulchre attracted a base and needy 
crowd, without arms or courage, who .subsisted 
only on the charity of the pilgrims. Some feeble 
and hasty efforts were made for the .defence of 
Jerusalem; but in tbe space of fourteen days, a 
victorious army drove back the sallies of the 
besieged, planted their engines, opened the wall 
to tbe 'breadth of fifteen cubits, applied their 
scaling-ladders, and erected ou the breach twelve 
banners of the prophet and the sultan. It was in 
vain that a bare-foot procession of the queen, the 
women, and the monks, implored the Son of G(^ 
to save his tomb and his inheritance from impious 
violation. Their sole hope was in the mercy of 
the conqueror, and to their first suppliant depu¬ 
tation that mercy was sternly donied. “ He had 
“ sworn to avenge the patience and loag-anffering 


Rcnaudol, ftist. I'affiarch. AJcii. p. M5. 
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CHAP. “ of the Mosients; Che hop jof forgiven^ waf 
“ elapsed, and the mom^- was now arrived to 
“ expiate, in hloodj &e inritkjeat blood which had 
“ been spilt by Godfrey and the first crusaders.” 
But a desperate and successful. struggle of the 
Franks admonished the sultan, that his triumph 
was not yet secure; he listened with reverence to 
a solemn adjuration in the name of the common 
father of mankind; and a sentiment of human 
sympathy mollified the rigour of fanaticism and 
conquest. He consented to accept the city, and 
to spare the .inhabitants. The Greek and 
Orient^ Christians were permitted to live under 
bis dominion; but it was stipulated, that in 
forty days all the Franks aud Latins should 
evacuate Jerusalem, and be. safely conducted to 
the sea-ports of Syria and Egypt ; that ten 
pieces of gold should be paid for each man, five 
for each woman, and one for every child; aud 
that those who were unable to purchase their 
freedoin should be detained in perpetual slavery; 
Of some writers it is. a jfavpurite aud invidious 
theme to compare the humanity of Saladin with 
the massacre o£.Jhe first crusade; The difference 
would be merely personal; but we should not forge| 
that .the Chri^ns had ojfered to capitulate, ai4 
that the Mahometans of Jmsajem .sustained 
the last extremities, of an assart and stonn, 
Jusdoe is indeed due to the fidelity with which 
the Turkish conqueror fulfilled the cofldiritsns of 
the treaty; .abd he may be deservedly prai^ for 
the gkrice-of which h^'-cast on the mi^ 
the T8dftuish<d. Instead c^a rigorous exaction nt 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

fiu debt, he accepted ,a siim ^ thirty thousand 
bj-zants, for the ransoTni'of sevea thousand'poor; 
two or three thousand more v??re dismissed by 
his gratuitous clemency; and the number of slaves 
was reduced to eleven or fourteen thousand perr 
sons. In ins interview with the queen, his words, 
and even his tears, suggested the kindest conso¬ 
lations ; his liberal alms were distributed among 
those who had been made orphans or widows by 
the fortune of war; and while the knights of the 
hospital were in arms against him, he allowed 
their more pious brethren to continue, during 
the term of a year, the care and service of die 
eick. ■ In these acts of mercy the vurtne of Saladin 
deserves our admiration and love : he was above 
the necessity of dissimulation, and liis stent 
fanaticism would have prompted him to dissemble, 
rather' than to affect, this profane compassion 
for the enemies of the Koran. After Jerusalem 
had been delivered from the presence of the 
strangers, the sultan made his ftiumphant entry, 
his banners waving in the wind, and to the 
hannony of martial music. The great mosch of 
Omar, which had been converted into a church, 
was again consecrated to one G<«d and his prophet 
Mahomet; the walls and pavement were pmided 
with rose-wato:; and "a pulpit, tire labour Of 
Noureddin, wa^ erected in the sanctuary. But 
when the golden cross that glittered on the dome 
Was cast down, and dragged thiwigh the streets, 
the Christians «f every sect uttered a lamentable 
groan, which was answered by the joyftd shouts 
of the Moslems. In four ivory «Siests the patriarch 
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CHAP, had cpllected.the crosses, ;^e images, the vase?, 
and the relics .of. the holy-,i»lace : , they were seized 
■by the conquetor, who }vas desirous of presenting 
the caliph with the trophies of Christian idolatry. 
He was persuaded, however, to entrust them to 
the patriarch and prince of Antioch; and the 
pious, pledge was redeenied by Richard of Eng¬ 
land, at the expenee of fifty-two thousand byzants 
of gold®*. 

The third The uatious might.fear and hope the immediate 
and final,expulsion of the' Latins jfrom Syria; 

1188. which was yet delayed above a century after the 
death-of, Saladiu^. the; career of victory, he 

was, i^Tst checked by;the resistance of Tyre-; the 
troops and gatrisons, which had capitulated, were 
imprudently conducted to the same port: their 
numbers were adequate to the defence of the 
place; • and the arrival of Conrad of Moritferrat 
in^ir^ the disorderly crowd with confidence and 
uniom. , i His father, a. venerable pilgrim, had been 
madb ^prisonej little of Tiberias; but that 
dis^ter was hoknoWB in Italy and Greece, when 
the sen was .raged' 1^ ambitihn and piety to visit 
the inlreritapce of his royal nephew, the. infant 
Baldwin.- The view of the Tnricish .^binners 
waroed him jfrmihe hosWe ,coast htJafia.,; and 

^ Tbj the of ^erusalem/Bohacliir (p. 67 —75.) and 

Abolfl^^p."4()-*-4d.) are'ouf Mnslem-witnewSs, Of the'Christlan, 
Bema^ .Ihciiaursirios fc. 167.)'4? atost ^topidus aiA 
aothentip 5 seeTilfOwise Matthew Faria 

65 JTheaicgei.eifTjcre a^Acrc described by 

Bcrnard’';Thew(a««ri«t? (dp Ae<liriMt|ojie Term SiscUe, c» lt37—• 
: 179.>,'the autbot.i^h^?ii^tpri^ Hiei!ci^ly{nitaite.tp.,'fl50-»117». 
in ScfflgHsins), Ahulfeda (ji. *3 — SO.}; and Bohadia (p. 75—17£)'1» 





OF THE. HOMAN EMPIRE. 14 

Conrad tvas unanitnousiy hailed as the prince and chap. 
champion of Tyre, whiidi^was already besieged by 
the conqueror of Jerusalem. The firmness his 
2eal, and perhaps his knowled^ of a generohs foe, 
enabled him to brave the threats of the sultan, 
and to declare, that should his aged parent be 
exposed before the walls, he himself would dis¬ 
charge the first arrow, and glory in his descent 
from a Christian martyr®. The Egyptian fleet 
was allowed to enter the harbour of Tyre; but the 
chain was suddenly drawn, and five gallies were 
either sunk or taken: a thousand Turks were 
slain in a sally; and Saladin, after burning his 
engines, concluded a glorious campaign by a dis¬ 
graceful retreat to Damascus. He was soon 
assailed by a more formidable tempest. The 
pathetic narratives, and even the pictures, that 
represented in lively colours the servitude and 
profanation of Jerusalem, awakened the torpid 
sensibility of Europe; thd emperor Frederic 
Barbai ossa, and the kings of France and England, 
assumed the cross; and the tardy magnitude of 
their armaments was anticipated by the maritime 
states of the Mediterranean and the Ocean. The 
skilful and provident Italians first embarked in 
the ships of Genoa, Pisa, and Venice. They 
were speedily .followed by the most eager pilgrims 
of France, Normandy, and the Western Isles. 

The powerful suceour of, Flanders, Frise, and 

1 hiv* followed t moderate tod probiible repmenution of 
the fact; by Vertot, who adopt* withoirt Tclactance a romantic 
tale, the old marqnii ii actually eaposed to the dart* of the be- 
aieged. 
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July, 
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Denmark, fillM 'near an {lujwlrM vessels; anti the 
Northern warriors were Swtmguished in the field 
by a lofty Stature .afid' a Fonderous battle-axe®', 
rheii increasing multitudes could no longer be 
confined within the walls of Tyre, or remain 
jbedient to the voice of Conrad. They pitied 
the misfortunes, and revered the dignity, of 
Lusignan, who was released from prison, perhaps 
to divide the army of the Franks. He proposed 
the recovery of Ptolemais, or Acre, thirty miles to 
the south of Tyre; and the place was first in¬ 
vested by two thousand horse and thirty thousand 
foot under his nominal command. I shall not 
expatiate on the gtory of this memorable siege; 
which lasted near'two years, and consumed, in a 
narrow space, the forces of Europe and Asia. 
Never did the fianae of enthusiasm bum with 
fiercer aud more destructive rage ; nor cotdd the 
true believers, a common appellation, who conse¬ 
crated thar own martyrs, refuse some applause to 
the mistaken xeal and courage of their adversaries. 
At the sound of the holy trumpet, the Moslems of 
Figypt, SyrianAralmi,'and flfe Oriental provinces, 
assembled under the servant of the prophet®: his 
camp was pitched and rmnoved within, a few 
miles of Acre? a«ili|*e'l^oured, ,m^t and day, 

J9r Notthmanoi et GoiWi et oeiiri popuU :»»ttlaruin quoe inter 
MjKoitrfojwm, etta> ewn*, gentai bellicose,, ooqwris 
prortU,- n»ortw b^jeliBibus. arcj^, aavibus rotundis 

ijisi VS^ftChuB:4cuntur adveetae.' 

' - ' ' '' 

®8 The lastot^ of Jere^letn (p. 1108.) a^ds the nitions of the 
East from tiie to Indat, and the swarthy tribes of Moon 

and Gntyilians, lo that Alia and Afi^ fought gainst Europe, 
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for the relief of his brethren and the annoyance of chap. 
the Franks. Nine battles, not unworthy of the 
name, were fought, in the neighborhood of mount 
Carmel, with sucli vicissitude of fortune, that in. 
one attack, the sultan forced his way into tliecity; 
that in one sally, the Christians penetrated to the 
royal tent. By the means of divers and pigeons, 
a regular correspondence was maintained with the 
besieged: and, as often as the sea was left open, 
the exhausted garrison was withdrawn, and a ftesh 
supply was i>om'ed into the place. The Larin 
camp was thinned by famine, the sword, and the 
climate; but the tents of the dead were replenished 
with new pilgrimjf, who exaggerated the strength 
and speed of their approaching countrymen. The 
vulgar was astonished by the report, that the pope 
himself, with an innumerable crusade, was ad¬ 
vanced as far as Constantinople. The mardi of 
the emperor filled the East with more serious 
alarms; the obstacles which he encountered in 
Asia, and perhaps in Greece, were raised by the 
policy of Saladin ; his joy on the death of Barba- 
rossa was measurai By his esteem; and the Chris¬ 
tians were rather dismayed than encouraged at 
the sight of the duke of Swabia and his way-worn 
remnant of five thousand Germans. At length, 
in the spring of the second year, the royal fleets 
of France and England cast anchor in the bay of 
Acre, and the siege was more vigorously pros^ 
cuted by tlie youthful emulation of the two kings, 

Philip Augustus and Richard Piantagenet. Af¬ 
ter every resource had been tried, and every hope 



144 


THE'decline and FALL 

CHAf*. was exhausted, th6 defenders of Acre submitted 
to their fate; a capitulation was grauled, btit their 
lives and liberties were taxed at the hard condi¬ 
tions of a ransom of two hundred thousand pieces 
of gold, the deliverance of one hundred nobles, and 
fifteen hundred inferior captives, atid the restora¬ 
tion of the wood of the holy cross. Some doubts in 
the agreement, and some delay in the execution, re¬ 
kindled the fury of the Franks, and three thousand 
Moslems, almost in the sultan’s view, were be¬ 
headed by the command of the sanguinary Richard*^. 
By the conquest of Acre, the Latin powers acquired 
a strong town and a convenient harbour; but the 
advantage was' most dearly purchased. The mi¬ 
nister and historian of Saladin computes, from the 
report of the .enemy, that their numbers, at dif 
ferent periods, amounted to five or six hundred 
thousand; that more than one hundred' thou¬ 
sand Christians were slain; that a far greater num¬ 
ber was lost by disease or shipweck; and that a 
small portion of this mighty host could return ir 
safety to their native countries 

Oe Bohadin, p. 180; and Uiis massacre is neither denied nor 
blamed by the Christian historians,' Alacriter jussa cotnplentas 
(the English soldiers), says Galfridus a Vinefauf (1. 4. c. 4. p. 346.), 
who fixes at 2700 the number of victims, who are multiplied to 
6000 by Roger Hoveden (p. 697 , SQS ). The humanity or ava^ 
rice of Philip Augustus was persuaded to ransom his prisoners 

(Jacob, ii Vitriaco, 1. i. c. 98-p-11V2.). 

JO .Bohadiu, p. 14. He quotes the judgment of Balianus, and 
the pritice of Sldoo, and adds, ex illq mundo quasi horainum pau- 
chsimi -ledieniiit. Among "the Christians who died before St. 
. John d’Acre, I find the English names of De Ferrers earl of Derby 
(Dugdi*;, BaroMige, part t. p. 2(50.), Mowbray (idem, p. 124.), De 
•MandevU, De Fiennes, St. Jplin, Scrope, Bigot, .Talbot, kc. 
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Philip Augustus, ‘ and. Richard the first, are cn.\t\ 
the only kings of France and England, who have 
fought under the satne banners; but the holy „ . 
service, in which they were enlistai, was inces- England, 
santly disturbed by their national jealousy; and 
the two factions, whicli they protected in Palestine, ^ t>-1 mu 
were more averse to each other than to the common * 


enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals, the F rench 
monarch was superior in dignity and power ; and, 
iu the emperor’s absence, the Latins revered him 
as their temporal chiefHis exploits were not 
adequate to his fame. Phihp was brave, but the 
statesman predominated in his character; lie was 
soon weary of sacrificing his health and interest on 
a barren coast; the surrender of Acre became the 
signal of his departure; nor could he justify 
this unpopular desertion, by leaving the duke of 
Burgundy, with five hundred knights, and ten 
thousand foot, for the service of the Holy Jjaiid. 
The king of England, though inferior in dignity, 
surpassed his rival in wealth and military re- 
no^vn'’: and if heroism be confined to brutal 
and ferocious valour,* Richard Planlagenet will 
stand high among the heroes of the age. The 
memory of Cof’ur de Lion, of the lion-hearted 


i' Magnus hie apud cos, inwrque reges eoruiij turn virtute, 
turn majt'btutc einineiis .... supimus rerum arbiter (Bohadia, 
p. 159-). JR does not seem to have known tlie names either of 
I^hilip or Richard. 

1" Rew Anglij?, pr.o’strenuus .... regc (Jallorjim minor apud eo4 
censebatnr ratioue regnl atque digniuitis; ecd turn divitih florentior, 
turn beJIicu virtute multo erat calebrior (Bohadin, p. iCl.). A 
•tranger niiglit admire tliose pches i the national historians vviS 
tell with what lawless and w-asteful oppression they were collected. 
VOL. XL L 
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prince, was long dear and glorious to his English 
subjects; and, at the distance of sixty years, it was 
celebrated in proverbial sayings by the grandsons 
of the Turts and Saracens, against whom he had 
fought; his tremendous name was employed by 
the Syrian mothers to silence their iniants; and 
if an horse suddenly started from the way, his 
rider was wont to exclaim, “ Dost thou think 
“ king Richard is in that bush‘d His cruelty 
to the jMahometans was the effect of temper and 
zeal; but I cannot ^relieve that a soldier, so free 
and fearless in the use of his lance, woidd have 
descended to whet a dagger against his valiant 
brother Conrad of Moutferrat, who was slain at 
Tyre by some secret assassins’*. After the sur¬ 
render of Acj-e, and the departure of Philip, the 
king of England led the crusaders to the recovery 
of the sea-coast; and the cities of Caesarea and 
Jaffa were added to the fragments of the kingdom 
of Lusignan, A march of one hundred miles from 
Acre to Ascalon, was a great and perpetual battle 
of eleven days. In the disorder of his troops, Sa- 
ladin femained on the field with seventeen guards, 
without lowering His standard, or suspending the 
sound of his brazen kettle-drum : he again rallied 
and renewed the charge; and his preachers or 

73 JoinviHe, p. J7. Cuides-tu que ce eoit'le roi Richan? 

7* ,Yet he was guilty in the opinion of the Moslems, who attest 
the coafesaion of the assassins, that they were sent hy the king of 
England (Bohatlin, p. S250; and his only defence is an absurd and 
palpable fptgery (Hist, dc I’Academie des Inscriptions, tom. svi. 
p. I.IS— 163 .), a pretended letter from the prince.of the assassins, 
the Sheieh, <v old man of the mountain, w ho justified Richard, 
by assuming to himself the guilt or merit of the murder. 
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heralds called aloud on the Unitarians, manfully 
to stand up against the Christian idolaters. But 
the progress of the'se' idolaters was irresistible: 
and it was only by demolishing the walls and 
buildings Of Ascalon, that the sultan cottid prevent 
them from occupying an important fortress on the 
confines of Egypt. During a severe winter, the 
armies slept; but in the spring, the Franks ad¬ 
vanced within a day’s marcli of Jerusalem, under 
the leading standard of the English king, and his 
active spirit intercepted a convoy, or caravan, of 
seven thousand camels. Saladin” had fixcrl his 
station in the holy city ; but the city was struck 
with consternation and discord: he fasted; he 
prayed; he preached; he offered to share the 
dangers of the siege; but his Mamalukes, who 
remembered the fate of their companions at Acre, 
pressed the sultan with loyal or seditious clamours, 
to reserve his person and their courage for the 
future defence of the religion and empire"''. I'lie 
Moslems were delivered by the sudden, or, as they 
deemed, the miraculous, retreat of the Christians” ; 

7^ See the distress and pious firmness of Saladin, as ihev ate 
described by Bohadiii (p. 7—9. 335—337.)i'vho himself liarangued 
the defenders of Jerusalem ; their fears were not naknowii to the 
enemy (Jacob, i Vifnaco, 1- i. c. JOO. p. 1123. Vinisauf, I. v.-c, 
50. p. 399.), 

Yet unless the sultan, or *,n Ayoiibite prince, remained in 
Jerusalem, nec Curdi, Turci.s, nec Turci easent obtemperaturi 
Curdis (Botiadin, p. 236.). He draws aside a comer of the political 
curtain. 

77 Bohadin (p 237.) and eeen Jeffrey de Vinisauf, 1. vi.e. 1—.R. 
p. 403 —409.). ascrilte the retreat to Richard himself: and Jacobin 
i Vttriaco obsenes, that io hii impatieuoe to depart, th alterum 
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and tbe laurels of were blasted by tbe 

prudence, or envy, of his companions.' The hero, 
ascending an hill, and veiling his face, exclaimed 
with an indignant voice, “ Those who are un- 
willing ^0 rescue, are unworthy to view, the 
“ sepulchre of Christ!” After his return to 
Acre, on the news that Jaffa was surprised by the 
sultan, he sailed with some merchant vessels, and 
leaped foremost on . the beach ; the castle was 
relieved by his presence; and sixty thousand 
Turks and Saracens fled before his arms. The 
discovery of his weakness provoked them to return 
in the morning; and they found him carelessly 
encamped before the gates with only seventeen 
knights and three hundred archers. Without 
counting their numbers, he sustained their charge; 
and we learn from the evidence of his enemies, 
that the king of England, grasping his lance, 
rode furiously along their front, from the right to 
the left "wing, without meeting an adversary who 
dared to encounter his career^®. Am I writing 
the history of Orlando or Amadis ? 


viram inut*lU3 eat (p. 1123.). Yet Joinville, a French knight, 
accusea the envy of Hugh duke of Burgundy (p. U6.), without 
supposing, like Matthew Paris, that he was bribed by Saiadip. 

78 The expeditions to Aecalon, Jerusalem, and Jafla, are relate*! 
by Bohadin (p. 184—249.) and Abulfeda (p. 51, 5$.). The 
author of the Itinerary, or the monk of St. Albaji’a, cannot 
exaggerate the cadhi’a account of the prowess of Richard (Vinisauf, 
l.'vi. c. ,14—24. p. 412-r421. Hist. Major, p. 137—143.); and ou 
the whole of this war, there is amarv^oua agreement between the 
Christian and Mahometan writers, who mutually praise the 
yir^ues o( their enemies. 
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During these hostilities, a languid and tedious 
negooiation’® between the Franks and Moslems 
^as started, and continued, and broken, and again 
resumed, and again broken. Some acts of royal ture, 
courtesy, the gift of snow and fruit, the exchange 
of Norway hawks and Arabian horses, softened 
the asperity of religious war: from the vicissitude 
of success, the monarchs might learn to suspect 
that Heaven was neutral in the quarrel; nor, after 
the trial of each other, could cither hope for a de¬ 
cisive victory™. The health both of Richard and 
Saladin appeared to be in a declining state; and 
they respectively suffered the evils of distant and 
domestic warfare; Plantagenet was impatient to 
punish a perfidious rival who had invaded Nor¬ 
mandy in his absence; and the indefatigable sultan 
was subdued by the cries of the people, who was 
the victim, and of the soldiers, who were the in¬ 
struments, of his martial zeal. The first demands 
of the king of England were the restitution of Je¬ 
rusalem, Palestine, and the true cross; and he 
firmly declared, that himself and his brother pil- 
giims would end their lives in the pious labour. 


See the progress of net^ociatioti ani hostility in Bohadin (p. 
£ 07 — 260 .), who was himself an actor in the treaty. Richard 
declared his intention of returning with new armies to the conquest 
of the Holy Land ; and Saladin answered the menace with a civil 
compliment (Vinlsauf, 1. vi. c. 28. p. 423.).' 

The most copious and original account of this holy war, U 
Galfridi h Vinisauf Itinerarium Regis Anglorum Richardi et alio-' 
rum in Terram Hierosolymorum, in [six books, published ut the 
iid volume of Gale’s Scriptores Hist. Anglicanae (p. £47—42y.). 
Roger Hovedtn and Matthew Paris afford likewise many valuable 
materials; and the former describes, with accuracy, the discipline 
and navigation of the English fleet. 
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lather than return to Europe witH ignominy and 
remorse. But the conscience of Saladin refused, 
ivithout some Aveighty compensation, to restore the 
idols, or promote the idolatry, of the Christians: 
he asserted, inth equal firmness, his religious and 
civil claim to the sovereignty of Palestine; de¬ 
scanted on the importance and sanctity of Jerusa¬ 
lem ; and rejected all terms of the establishment, 
or pUition, of the Latins. The marriage which 
Richard proposed, of his sister with the sultan’s 
brother, was defeated by the difference of faith: 
the princess abhorred the embraces of a Turk, 
and Adel, or Saphadin, would not easily renounce 
a plurality of wives. A personal interview was 
declined by Saladin, who alleged their mutual ig¬ 
norance of each other’s language; and the nego- 
ciation was managed with much art and delay by 
their interpreters and envoys. The final agree¬ 
ment was equally disapproved by the zealots of 
both parties, by the Roman pontiff and the caliph 
of Bagdad, It was stipulated that Jerusalem and 
the holy sepulchre should be open, without tribute 
or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin Chris¬ 
tians ; that, after the demolition of Ascalon, they 
should inclusively possess the sea-coast from Jaffa 
to Tyre; that the count of Tripoli and the prince 
of Antioch diould be comprised in the truce; and 
that, during three years and three months, all 
hostUities should cease. The principal chiefs of 
the two armies swore to the observance of the 
treaty; but the monarchs were satisfied with giv¬ 
ing their word and their right hand; and the 
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royal majesty was excused from an oath, which rn \i>. 
always implies some suspicion of falsehood and 
dishonour. Richard embarked for Europe, to seek 
M long captivity and a premature grave; and the 
space of a few months concluded the life and glo- Saiadin, 
ries of Saladin. Xhe Orientals describe his edify- Marc ”4.^ 
ing death, which happened at Damascus; but 
they seem i^orant of the equal distribution -of his 
alms among the three religions''^ or of tlie display 
of a sliroud, instead of a standard, to admonish 
the East of the instability of human greatness. 

The unity of empire was dissolved by his death; 
liis sons were oppressed by the stronger arm of 
their uncle Saphadin ; the hostile interests of the 
sultans of Egypt, Damascus, and Aleppo'", were 
again revived; and the Franks or I.atins stood,' 
and breathed, and hoped, in their fortresses along 
the Syrian coast. 

The noblest monument of a conqueror’s fame, Innoornt 
and of the terror which he inspired, is the Sakadine ,,yj, 
tenth, a general tax, which was imposed on the — 
laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin churcli for 
the service of the holy war. The practice was too 
lucrative to expire with the Occasion; and this 
tribute beOame the foundation of all the tithes and 
tenths on ecclesiastical benefices, which luve been 
granted by the Roman _ pontiffs to catholic sove- 

Even Vertot (tom. i. p. SJal.) adopts the foplish notipu nf 
the Indifference of SaladJn, who professed the Koran witJi his last 
lirctlh. 

See the succession of the Ayoukites, in Abtilpbaragius (Dy¬ 
nast. p. 277 , See,), and the tables of M. dc Guignes, I'Art de Veri- 
her les Dates, and tlie Biblioth^que OrientiJe. 
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CHAP. / ieigns, or reserved for the itamediate iise of the 
apostolic see“. This pecuniary emolument must 
have tended to increase the interest of the popes 
in the recovery of Palestine: after the death of 
Saladin they.pr^hed the crusade, by their epis¬ 
tles, their legates, and their missionaries; and the 
accomplishment of the pious work might have been 
expected from the zeal and talents of Innocent 
the third®*. Under that young and ambitious 
priest, the successors of St. Peter attained the full 
meridian of' their greatness; and in a reign of 
eighteen years, he exercised a despotic command 
over the emperors and kings, whom he raised and 
deposed; over the nations, whom an interdict of 
months or years deprived, for the offence of their 
rulers, of the exercise of Christian worship. In the 
council of the Lateran he acted as the ecclesiastical, 
almost as the temporal, sovereign of the East and 
West. It was at the feet of his legate that John 
of England surrendered his crown; ^and Innocent 
may boast of the two most signal triumphs over 
sense and humanity, the establishment of transub- 
stantiation, and the origin of the inquisition. At 
his voice, two crusades, the, fourth and the fifth, 
were undertaken; but, except a king of Hungary, the 

Thomassin (Discipline de I’Eglise, tom. iii. p. 311—374.) 
has copioasly treated of the origin, abuses, anS restrictions of these 
ientks. A theory lyas started, but not pursued, that they were 
rightfully due to the pope, a'tenth of the Levitea’ Anth to the 
high priest (Selden on Tithes j see his Works, vol. iii. p. ii. p. 
1083.). 

M See the Glesta Innocenfil III. in lifurat.Script, Rer. Ital. (tom. 
iii. p. 48g--->68.). 
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princes of the second order were at the liead of ('Hap. 
the pilgrims; the forces were inadequate to the 
design; nor did the effects correspond with the 
hopes and wishes of the pope and tlie people. 

The fourth crusade was diverted ffpra Syria to Thefounh 
Constantinople; and the conquest of the Greek 
or Roman empire by the Latins will form the 
proper and important subject of the next chapter. 

In the fifth‘s, two hundred thousand Franks were The fifrl), 
landed at the eastern mouth of the Nile. They ^ 
reasonably hoped that Palestine must be sulxlued 
in Eg)q)t, the seat and storehouse of the sultan; 
and, after a siege of sixteen months, the jMoslems 
deplored the loss of Damietta. But the Christian 
anny was ruined by the pride and insolence of the 
legate Pelagius, who, in the pope’s name, assumed 
the character of general; the sickly Franks were 
encompassed by the waters of the Nile and the 
Oriental forces ; and it was by the evacuation of 
Damietta that they obtained a safe retreat, some 
concessions for the pilgrims, and the tardy resti¬ 
tution of the doubtful relic of the true cross. The 
failure may in some measure be ascribed to the 
abuse and multiplication of the crusades, which 
were preached at the same time against the Pagans 
of Livonia, the Moors of Spain, the Albigeois of 
France, and the kings of Sicily of the Imperial 


See ihel^ crusade, and the siege of Damietta, in Jacobus a 
V itriaco (1. iii. p. 1125—1149, in the Gesta Dei of BongarsiuJ), an 
eye-witness, Bernard Thesaurarius (in Script. Mnratori, torn. vii. 
m 825—846. c. 190—207.), a contempoiary, anti Sanutus (Secret* 
Fidel. Crucis, 1. iii, p.xi. c. 4—9.), a diligent compiler; and of the 
Arabians, Abulpharagiua CDyrlast, p. 2Q4.)j and the Exiracu at 
the end of Joiiiville’(p; £33. 537. 540. 547, &c.). 
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CHAP, family* In these mmtorious services, the volun- 
, teers might acquire at home the same spiritual 
indulgence, and a larger measure of temporal 
rewards; and even the popes, in their 2eal against 
q domestic enemy, were sometimes tempted to 
forget the distress of their Syrian brethren. From 
the last age of the crusades they derived the 
occasional command of an army and revenue; 
and some deep reasoners have suspected that the 
whole enterprise, from the first synod of Placentia, 
was contrived and executed by the policy of Rome. 
The suspicion is not founded, either in nature or 
in fact. The successors of St. Peter appear to 
have followed, rather than guided, the impulse of 
manners and prejudice ; witliout much foresight 
of the seasons, or cultivation of the soil, they 
gathered the ripe and spontaneous frtiits of the 
superstition of the times. They gathered these 
fruits without toil or personal danger: in the 
council of the Lateran, Innocent the third de¬ 
clared an ambiguous resolution of animating the 
crusaders by his example; but the pilot of the 
sacred vessel coidd not abandon the helm ; nor 
was Palestine ever blessed with the presence of a 
Roman pontiff®' 


To those who took the cross against Mainfroy, the pope 
CA.D. 1265) granted pleiwsaimam peccatonun remissionem. 

mkabantyr cjubd tantum eia pporaitteretjjWX) sanguine 
ChiiBtianoxum effundendo quaniuui procruore aliquando 

^Matthew Paris, p. 7W.). A high i%ht for the rwson of the 
xiiith centtity. 

87 This simple idea ,is agreeahlc to tiic good sense ot .Mnsbeim 
(Inttitut.,fli3t. Eccles. p, 33S.), and tije-fme jiliilosophy of Ifunic 
(Hist of EaJgland, vtsl. i. p. 330.). 
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The persons, the ^families, and estates of the char 
pilgrims, were under the immediate protection 
of the popes; and these spiritual patrons soon 'rhe Em- 
claimed the prerogative of directing their opera- 
tions, and enforcing, by commands and censures, 
the accomplishment of their vow. Frederic the 
second the grandson of Barbarossa, was suc¬ 
cessively the pupil, the enemy, and the victim of 
the church. At the age of twenty-one years, and 
in obedience to his guardian Innocent the third, 
he assumed the cross; the same promise was re¬ 
peated at his royal and imperial coronations; and 
his marriage with tlie heiress of Jerusalem for 
ever bound him to defend the kingdom of his son 
Conrad. But as Frederic advanced in age and 
authority, he repented of the rash engagements 
of his youth: his liberal sense and knowletlgc 
taught • him to despise the phantoms of super¬ 
stition and the crovius of Asia: he no longer en¬ 
tertained the same reverence for the successors of 
Innocentand his ambition was occupied by the 
restoration of the Italian monarchy from Sicily to 
the Alps. But the success of this project would 
have reduced the popes to their primitive sim¬ 
plicity ; and, after the delays and excuses of twelve 
years, they urged .the emperor, with intreaties 


88 The ori^nal matcriaJs for the crusade of Frederic II. may br 
drawn from Richard de St, Germano (in Muratori, Script. Keruin 
Ital. tom. vii. p. 1003—1013.) and Mattliew Paris (p, 28f). SJQl. 
300. 302. 304.). Idle most rational modkflas are, Fieniy (Hi«X. 
Eccles. tom. xvi.), Vertot (Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 1. iii.), 
Giannone (Istoria CJivilc di Napoli, tom. ii. 1. xvi ), and Muratori 
(Annali dTtalia, tom. x.). 
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and threats, to fix the time and place of his de¬ 
parture for Palestine. In the harbours of Sicily 
and Apuli^ he prepared a fleet of one hundred 
^allies, and of one hundred vessels, that were 
iramed to transport and land two thousand five 
lundred knights, with their horses and atten- 
lants ; his vassals of Naples and Germany formed 
i powerful army; and the number of English 
crusaders was magnified to sixty thousand by the 
report of fame. But the inevitable, or affected, 
slowness of these mighty preparations, consumed 
the strength and provisions of the more indigent 
pilgrims ; the multitude was thinned by sickness 
and desertion, and the sultry summer of Calabria 
anticipated the mischiefs of a Syrian campaign. 
At length the emperor hoisted sail at Brun- 
dusium, with a fleet and army of forty thousand 
men; but he kept the sea no more than three 
days; and his hasty retreat, which w'as ascribed 
by his friends to a grievous indisposition, was ac¬ 
cused by his enemies as a voluntary and obstinate 
disobedience. For suspending his vow was Fre¬ 
deric excommunicated by Gregor}' the ninth; 
for presuming, the next year, to accomplish his 
vow, he w'as again excommunicated by the same 
pope‘*‘'. While he served imder the banner of the 
cross, a c^sadewas preached against him in Italy; 
and after his return he was compelled to ask par¬ 
don for the injuries which he had suffered. The 
clergy and military orders of Palestine were pre- 


"Poor knows what to think, but knows not what to 

lay; ‘‘'Cliiiio <)ul U capo." Seep. 323. 
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viously instructed to renounce liis communion and CHA1>. 
dispute Lis commands; and in his own kingdom, ^ 
the emperor w^as forced to consent that the orders 
of the camp should be issued in the name of God 
and of the Christian republic. Frederic entered 
Jerusalem in triumph ; and with his own hands 
(for no priest would perform the office) he took 
the crown from the altar of the holy sepulclire. 

But the patriarch cast an interdict on the church 
which his presence had profaned; and the knights 
of the hospital and temple informed the sultan 
how easily he might be surprised and slain in his 
unguarded visit to the river Jordan. In such a 
state of fanaticism and faction, victory was hope¬ 
less, and defence was difficult; but the conclusion 
of an advantageous peace may be imputed to the 
discord of the Mahometans, and their personal 
esteem for the character of Frederic. The enemy 
of the church is accused of maintaining with the 
miscreants an intercourse of hospitality and friend¬ 
ship, unworthy of a Christian ; of despising the 
barrenness of the land;. and of indulging a pro¬ 
fane thought, that if Jehovah had seen the king¬ 
dom of (Naples, he never' would have selected 
Palestine Tor the inheritance of his chosen people. 

Yet Frederic obtained from the sidtan the resti¬ 
tution of Jerusalem, of Bethlem and Nazareth, 
of Tyre and Sidon: the Latins were allowed to 
inhabit and fortify the city; an' equal code of 
ci\ il and rehgious freedom was ratified for the sec¬ 
taries of Jesus and those of Mahomet; and, while 
the former worshipped at the holy sepulchre, the 
latter might pTay and preach in the mosch of 
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CHAP, the temple®®, from whence'the prophet under- 
took his nocturnal journey to heaven. The 
elcrf,7 deplored this scand^us toleration; and 
the weaker Moslems were gradually expelled; 
but every rational object of the crusades was ac- 
compli^ed without bloodshed; the churches were 
restored, the monasteries were replenished; and, 
in the space of fifteen years, the Latins of Jeru¬ 
salem exceeded the number of six thousand. 


This p^ace and prosperity, for which they were 
ungrateful to their benefactor, was terminated by 
the irruption of the strange and savage hordes 
invabion of Caiizmiaus Flying from the arms of the 
of the Ca- Moguls, those shepherds of the Caspian rolled 
A.D. 1243, headlong on Syria; and the union of the Franks 
with the sultans of Aleppo, Hems, and Damascus, 
was insufficient to stem the violence of the tor¬ 
rent, Whatever stood against them, was cut off 
by the sword, or dragged into captivity: the mili- 
.tary ordets were almost exterminated in a single 
battle ; and in the pillage of the city, in the pro¬ 
fanation of the holy sepulchre, the Latins confess 
and regret the modesty and discipline of the Turks 


St. Louis, 
and the 
sixth 
trinade, 
A.D 1248 
— 1254. 


and Saracens. 

Of the seven crusades, the two last were un¬ 
dertaken by Louis the ninth,^ king of France; 
who lost his liberty in Egypt, and his life on the 

90 The clergy artfully confounded the mosch or church of tlie 
temple with the holy sepulchre, and their wilful error has deceit cd 
both Vertot and Muratori. 


9 ' The imiption of the Carwmians, or Corasmins, is related by 
Matthew Pans (p. .526. 547.), and hy JoinviUc, Nangis, atid the 
Arabians (p. ill, 112. IQI, 192. 52S. 530.). 



OF THE ROMAN FAIPIRE. 


159 


coast of Africa. Twenty-eight years after his 
death, lie was canonized at Home; and sixty-fi\c 
miracles were readily found, and solemnly attested, 
to justify the claim of the royal saint The 
voice of history renders a more honourable testi¬ 
mony, that he united the virtues of a king, an 
hero, and a man; that his martial spirit was 
tempered by the love of private and public justice ; 
and that Louis was the father of his people, the 
friend of his neighbours, and the terror of the 
infidels. Superstition alone, in all the extent of 
her baleful influence comipted his understand¬ 
ing and his heart; his devotion stooped to ad¬ 
mire and imitate the begging friars of Francis and 
Dominic; he jmrsued with blind and cruel zeal 
the enemies of the faith ; and the best of kings 
twice descended from his throne to seek the ad¬ 
ventures of a spiritual knight-errant. A monkish 
historian would have been content to applaud the 
most despicable part of his character; but the 
noble and gallant Joinville'^, who shared the 
friendship and captirity of Louis, has traced with 


CHAP. 

LIX. 


Read, if you can, the Life and Miracles of St, Lo\ii 5 , by the 
confessor of Queen Margaret ()). 29I—isg. Joiavillc, du Louvre), 

9 '' believ'cd a|l that mother churoh taught (.loinville, p. 10 ), 
hut he cautioned Joinvdle against dispugng with infidcK 
“ L’oinmc lay (said he in liis old language) (juatid il ot inedirc dr 
“ la loy C’restienne, ne dmt pas detfendre la loy Crfsticnnc ne 
inuis ijuc de I'cspec,dequoi il doitdoxiner parini le venire deden-, 
“ tant corauie die y pout entrer” (p. J 2 .). 

I Inne two erliuons of Joinville, the one (Paris, iCKiS) most 
valuable for the observations of DuCange ; the other (Paris au 
Loin re, 1761) most precious for the pure and authentic text, a 
i\IS. of « hich iia.s been recently discovered. The last editor proves, 
that ihe history ofS.t. Louis was tinij,I;ed A.D, UOy, wulioui ex- 
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CHAP, tlic pencil of nature the free portrait of his virtues 
as well as of his failings. From this intimate 
knowledge ^ye may learn to suspect the political 
views of depressing their great vassals, which are 
so often imputed to the royal authors of the cni- 
sades. Above all the princes of the middle ages, 
Louis the ninth 'successfully laboured to restore 
the prerogatives of the crown; but it was at home, 
ahd not in the East, that he acquired for himself 
and his posterity; his vow was the result of en- 
thusiasm and sickness; and if he were the promo¬ 
ter, he was likewise the victim, of this' holy mad¬ 
ness. For the invasion of Egypt, France was ex¬ 
hausted of hef troops and treasures; he covered 
the sea of Cv'prus with eighteen hundred sails; 
the most modest enumeration amounts to fifty 
thousand men; and, if we might trust his own 
confession, as it is reported by Oriental vanity, he 
disembarked nine thousand five hundred horse, 
and one hundred and thirty thousand foot, who 
performed their pilgrimage under the shadow of 
his power®*, 

Heuko In complete armoiar, the oriflamme waving 
Louis leaped foremost on the beach; 
and the strong city of Damietta, which had cost 
his predecessors a siege of sixteen months, was 
abandoned on the first assault by the trembling 
Moslems. But Damietta was the first and the last 
of his conquests ; and in the fifth and sixth cru- 

pfaining, or e\'en admiring, theoge of the author, which must hinc 
exceeded ninety years preface, p. xi Observations de li)ucangc, 
I'-'I?.)- 

S'* Joint illc, p. 32. Arabic Extracts, p. 549 .' 
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sades, the same caused, almost on the same ground, 
were productive of similar calamities^. After a 
r\iinou8 delay, whicl^ introduced into the camp 
the seeds of an epidemical disease, the Franks ad¬ 
vanced from the sea-coast towards the capital of 
Egypt, and strove to surmount the imseasonable 
inundation of the Nile, which opposed their pro¬ 
gress. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France displayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and discipline: his 
brother, the count of Artois, stormed with incon¬ 
siderate valour the town of Massoura; and the 
carrier pigeons announced to the inhabitants of 
Cairo, that all was lost. But a soldier, who after¬ 
wards usurped the sceptre, rallied the ^flying 
troops: the main body of the Christians was far 
bAind their vanguard; and Artois was over¬ 
powered and slain. A shower of Greek fire-was 
incessantly poured on the invaders; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs; all provisions were inter¬ 
cepted; each day aggravated the sickness and 
famine, and about the same time a retreat was 
found to be.necessary and impracticable. The 
Oriental writers confess, that Louis might have 
escaped, if he would have deserted bis subjects: 
he wa* made prisoner, with the greatest -part of 
his nobles; all who wuld not redeem their lives 


9® The last ediiori hare enriched their JoinviUe witli large and 
^nous extracU from the Arabic hiMCrrians, Macrizi, Abulfeda, 
c. Iikewrse^bulpharagius (Dynast. p.322-32i.), who calls 
him by the corrupt name of Redtfram. Matthew Paris (p. 683 
084.) has describeH the rival folly of the French and English who 
fought and fell at Massoura. 


chap. 

JJX. 


VOL. XT. 


M 
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CHAP, by (service or fansom, were inhumanly massacr^; 

. and the waUs of Cairo were decorated with a 
^ circle of Christian heads ^ The king of France 
was loaded with chains; but the generous victor. 
A%M2so. a great grandson of the brother of Saladin, sent 
Nfay'e'" a robe of honour to his royal captive, and his de- 
Uverance, with that of his soldiers, was obtained 
by the restitution of Damietta^ and the payment 
Of four hundred thousand pieces of gold. In a 
soft and luxurious chmate, the degenerate cMdren 
of the companicms of Noureddin and Sdadin 
were incapable of resisting the flower of Euro¬ 
pean chivalry : they triumphed by the arms of 
thenr slaves or Mamalukes. the hardy natives ot 
Tartary, who at a*tender age had been purchased 
of the Syrian merchants, and were educa^ m 
the camp and palace of the sultan. But EgjTt 
soon afforded a new example of the danger of 
praetorian bands; and the rage of these ferocious 
animals, who had been let loose on the strangers, 
was provoked to devour their benefactor. In the 
pride of conquest, Touran Shaw, the last of his 
race, was murdmed by his Mamalukes > “ ® 

most daring of the assassins entered the chamber ot 
the captive king, with drawn scymetars, and their 
hands imbrued in the blood of their sul^. T,he 


^ S*vary, in hi, agreeable I^ttre, sur > 

«^ptionTf Damietta (tom. i. lettre p. ^^0. 

narrau^ pf the expedition of St. Loui, (xx^ P- 30^50.) 

W For theran,omdfSt.U«ia,a«iUionor hy^ta^ 

and granted; but the'«Um'. gen^i^ t"i1oo irnch 
800,000 l^ta. whieh are rained by JomrrUe 
Imeaothia own time, and expressed by Matthew Pan j 1 , 
auAs of silver (Dueangt, Disiertauon xx. srir JomviUe.). 
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firmness of Louis 'commanded their* respect*^; chap, 
their avarice prevailed over cruelty and zeal; the 
treaty was accomplished; and the king of France, 
with the relics of his army, was permitted to em¬ 
bark for Palestine. He wasted four years within 
the walls of Acre, unable to visit Jerusalem, and 
unwilling to return without glory to his native 
country. 

The memory of his defeat excited Louis, after 
sixteen years of wisdom and repose, to undertake 
the seventli and last of the crusades. His finances 
were restored, his kingdom was enlarged; a new 
generation of warriors had arisen, and he em¬ 
barked with fresh confidence at the head of six 
thousand horse and thirty thousand foot. The 
loss of Antioch had provoked the enterprise: a 
wild hope of baptizing the king of Tunis, tempted 
him to steer for the African coast; and the re- . 
port of an immense treasure reconciled his troops 
to the delay of their voyage to the Holy Land. 

Instead of a proselyte, he foimd a siege; the His death 
French panted and died on tlie burning sands; 

St. Louis expired in his tent; and no sooner had sevcntii 
he closed his eyes, than his eon and successor gave a d . 1270. 
the signal of the retreat^*. “ It is thus,” says a 

99 The idea of the cmln to choose Louis for theii sultan, is se¬ 
riously attested by Jpinville (p. 77, 78.), and does not appear to me 
so absurd as to M. de Voltaire (Hist. Geneiale, tom. ii. p, 386, 

387.). Tlie Mamalukcs themselves were strangers, rebel.s, and 
equals; they had fell his valour, they hoped his convetsion; and 
such a motion, which wis not seODnded, might be made, perhaps 
by a secret Christian, in their tumultuous assembly. 

too See the expedition in the Annals of St. Louis, by William d« 

Nangii, p. S70*—fW- and the Arabic Extracts, p. 645. 5*5. of the 
Louvre edition of Ji^nviile 
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CllAP. lively “ tliat a Christian king died near 

“ the ruins of Carthage, waging war against the 
“ sectaries of Mahomet, in a land to which Dido 
“ had introduced the deities of Syria 
Tht Ma- A unjust and absurd constitution cannot 
?^pt. be devised, than that which condemns the natives 
of a -country to perpetual servitude, under the 
arbitrary dominion of strangers and slaves. Yet 
such has been the state of Egypt above five 
hundred years. The most illustrious sultans of 
the Baharite and Borgite dynasties' were them¬ 
selves promoted from the Tartar and Circassian 
bands; and the' four-and-twenty beys, or military 
chiefs, have"^?Ver been succeeded, not by their 
sons, but by their servants. They produce the 
great charter of their Uberties, the treaty of Se¬ 
lim the first with the republic ; and the 0th- 
man emperor still accepts from Egypt a slight 
acknowledgment of tribute and subjection. With 
some breathing intervals of peace and order, the 
two dynasties are marked as a period of rapine 


101 Voltaire, Hist, Geneiale, tom. ii. p. 39J. 

10 * The ehronology of the two dynasties of Macaalukes, the Ba- 
haiites. Turks or Tartars of Kipzak, and the Borgites, Circass^s. 
is givto by Pocock -CProlegom. ad Ahulpharag. p. 6-31.) ind De 
Guignes (to®, i, p. 264-270.), their history from-Abulfeda Ma- 
criii. &c. to the ■beginning of the xvih century, hy the some M. de 
Cruigncs (toffciv. p. 110—*333.)* 

lOS Savary, Lettres anr I’Egypte, tom. ii. lettrexi'. p. 189-*08. 
I much question the authenticity of this copy ; yet it 
sultan Selim conHudeda treaty with the Circassians orMamalukes 
of Egypt, add left them in possession; of anus, riches, power^ 

See a new Abregd de I’Hbtoire Ottomtme, compos^ m Egypt, and 
translated by M. Digeon (tom. i. p. 55-58., Paris, 1781). » cu¬ 
rious, authentic, and natioiral history. 
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and bloodshed: but their throne, however shaken, 
reposed on the two pillars of discipline and valour; LlX. 
their sway extended'over Egypt, IJJubia, Arabia, 
and Syria; their Mamalukes were mnltiplied 
from eight hundred to twenty-five thousand horse; 
and their numbers were increased by a provincial 
militia of one hundred and seven thousand foot, 
and the occasional aid of sixty-six thousand 
Arabs^"^. Princes of such power and spirit could 
not long endure on their coast an hostile and inde¬ 
pendent nation; and if the ruin of the Franks 
was postponed about forty years, they were in¬ 
debted to the cares of an unsettled reign, to the 
invasion of the Mogols, and to th6^ occasional aid 
of some warlike pilgrims. Among these, the 
English reader mil observe the name of our first 
Edward, who assumed the cross in the life-time 
of his father Henry. At the head of a thousand 
soldiers, the future conqueror of Wales and Scot¬ 
land delivered Acre from a siege; marched as far 
as Nazareth with an army of nine thousand men ; 
emulated the fame of his uncle Richard ; extorted, 
by his valom, a ten years truce; and escaped, with 
a dajQgerous wound, from the dagger of a fanatic 

Si totum quo regnum occupirunt temprus rcspicias, prx^ertim 
quod fini propius, reperies illud bcllis, pugnie, injuriis, ac raj liiij 
refertum (A1 Jannabi, apud Pocock, p. 31.). The reigu of Mo¬ 
hammed (A. D. 1311—1341.) affords au happy fxce|)iioii (De 
Guignei, tom. iv. p. 208—210.). 

105 They are now reduced to 8,500; but the expence of eath 
Mamaluke may be rated at 100 louis: and Egypt groans under the 
avarice and ineolgnce of these strangers (.Voyages de Vtoluey, tom. 
i-p. 89-187.). 
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CHAP, assassin^'^’. Antioch*'", whose situation had been 
less exposed to the ealatnities pf the holy war, was 
Loss of finally occupied and ruined by Bondocdar, or Bi- 
A.D. 1268 . sultan of Egypt and Syria; the Latin prind- 
June 12 . pality was extinguished ; and the first seat of the 
Christian name was dispeopled by the slaughter 
of seventeen, and the captivity of one hundred, 
thousand of her inhabitants. The maritime towns 
of Laodicea, Gabala, Tripoli, Berytus, Sidon, 
Tyre, and Jaffa, and the stronger castles of the 
Hospitalers and Templars, successively fell; and the 
whole existence of the Franks was confined to the 
city and colony of St. John of Acre, which is some¬ 
times described by the more clasac title of Ptole- 
mais. 

After the loss of Jerusalem, Acre*“®, which is 
distant about seventy miles, became the metropolis 
of the Latin Christians, and was adorned with 
strong and stately buildings, with aqueducts, an 
artifidal port, and a double wall. The population 
was increased by the incessant streams of pilgrims 
and fugitives: in the pauses of hostility the trade 
of the East and West was attracted to this conve¬ 
nient station; and the market could offer the ^ro- 

See Cwte’s History of England, vol. n. p. 165—175. and his 
original airthor*; Thornas Wikes and Widter Hemingford (1. iii. 
c. 34, 35.), in Gale’s CoUecjion (tom. ii. p. 97- 589—592.). They 
axe both igiorant of the prirtccss Eleanor’s piety in sucking the 
poisoned wound, and saring her husband at the risk of bar own life. 

lOT Sanutus, Secret iuddium Crucis, 1. iii. p. xii. c. 9 . andDe 
Guignes, Hist des' Huns, tom. iv. p. 143. from the Arabic histo¬ 
rians. 

108 The state of Acre is represented in all the Chronicles of the 
timea, and most accurately in John Villani, I. >ii. c. 144. in Mura- 
tori, Scriptores Rerum Italicarum, tom. xiii. p.037, 338. 
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duce of every cliine aud the iuterpreters ol every 
tongue. But in this conflux of nations, every vice 
was propagated and practised: of all the disciples 
of Jesus and Mahomet, the male and female in¬ 
habitants of Acre were esteemed the most corrupt; 
nor could the abuse of reli^on'bc corrected by the 
discipline of law. The city had many sovereigns, 
and no government. The kings of Jerusalem and 
Cyprus, of the house of Lusignan, the princes of 
Antioch, the counts of Tripoli and Sidon, the 
great masters of the hospital, the temple, and the 
Teutonic order, the republics of Venice, Genoa, 
and Pisa, the pope’s legate, the kings of France 
and England, assumed an independent command : 
seventeen tribunals exercised the power of life and 
death; every criminal was protected in the adja¬ 
cent quarter; and the perpetual jealousy of the 
nations often burst forth in acts of violence and 
blood. Some adventurers, who disgraced the en¬ 
sign of the cross, compensated their want of pay 
by the plunder of the Mahometan villages! nine¬ 
teen Syrian merchants, who traded under the pub¬ 
lic fai^, were despoiled and hanged by the Chris¬ 
tian! ; and the denial of satisfaction justified the 
arms of the saltan Khalil- He marched against 
Acre, at the head of sixty thousand horse and 
one hundred and forty thousand foot: his train 
of artillery (if I may use the word) was numerous 
and weighty; the separate timbers of a single en-» 
gine were transported in one hundred waggons *, 
and the royal historian Abulfeda, who served with 
the troops of Hamah, was himself a spectator of 
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the holy war. Whatever mi’ght be the vices of 
the Franks, their courage was rekindled by en¬ 
thusiasm and despair; but tliey were tom by the 
discord of seventeen cliiefs, and overwhelmed on 
Thelosiof ^ sides by the powers of the sultan. After a 
th^Ildy thirty-three days, the double wall was 

l.and, forced by the Moslems ; the principal tower yielded 
May 1^' to their engines; the Maraalukcs made a general 


assault; the city was stonned; and death or slavery 
was the lot of sixty thousand Christians. The 
convent, or rather fortress, of the Templars re¬ 
sisted three days longer; but the great master was 
pierced with an arrow; and, of five hmidred knights, 
only ten were left alive, less happy than the vic¬ 
tims of the sword, if they lived to suffer on a scaf¬ 
fold in the unjust and cruel proscription of the 
whole order. The king of Jerusalem, the patri¬ 
arch, and the great master of the hospital, effected 
their retreat to the shore; but the sea was rough, 
the vessels were insuificient; and great numbers 
of the fugitives were drowned before they could 
reach the isle of Cyprus, which might comfort 
Lusignan for the loss of Palestine. By the com¬ 
mand of the sultan, the churches and fortifications 
of the Latin cities were demolished; a motive of 
avarice or fear still opened the holy sepulchre to 
some devont and defraicelcss pilgrims; and a 
mounful and solitary silence prevailed along the 
ooastwdiiohhad so long resounded with the world’s 
dkbateJ” 


See the final expuliion of the Frank*, in Sajiutus, 1. iii. p. 
xii. c. 11 —? 2 , Abulfetla, Macrizi, Ac. in De Guignea, tom. ir. 
p, 162 . l64. and Venot, tom. i.l. iii, p. 407— 428 . 
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CHAP. LX. 

Schium of the Greeks and Latins. — State of 
Co)istantinoplc. — Revolt of the Bulgarians. — 

Isaac Angelas dethroned hif his brother Alexius. 

— Origin of the Fourth Crusade. — AlUanee of 
the French and Venetians with the Son of Isaac. 

— Their naval Expedition to Constantinople. — 

The two Sieges and final Conquest of the Citi/ hq 
the Latins. 

The restoration of the Western empire by chap 
C harlemagne was speedily followed by the sepa- LX. 
ration of the Greek and Latin churches'. A SchiiiT^ 
religious and national animosity still divides the *^LeGreeks. 
two largest communions of the Christian world; 
and the schism of Constantinople, by alienating 
her most useful allies, and provoking her most 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire in the East. 

In the course of the present history the aversion 
of the Greeks for the Latins has been often visible aversion to 
and conspicuous. It was originally derived from 
the disdain of servitude, inflamed, after the time 
of Constantine, by the pride of equality or 
dominion; and finally exasperated by the pre- 

t In the luccessive centuries, from the ixth to the xviiith, 

Moshelm traces the schism of the Greeks with learning, clearness, 
and impartiality: the JUioqiu (Institut. Hist, liccles. p. 277.). 

Leo III. p. 303. • Photius, p. 307, 398. Michael Cemlarius, 
p. 370, 371, &c. 
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CHAP, ference which their rebellious subjects had given to 
the alliance of the Franks. In,every age the Greeks 
were proud ^ of their superiority in profane and 
religious knowledge: they had first received the 
light of Christianity; they had pronounced the 
decrees of the seven general councils ; they alone 
possessed the language of Scripture and philo¬ 
sophy ; nor should the Barbarians, immersed in 
the darkness of the West*, presume to argue on 
the high and mysterious questions of theological 
science. Those Barbarians despised in their turn 
the restless and subtle levity of the Orientals, the 
authors of every heresy; and blessed their own 
simplicity, which was content to hold the tradition 
of the apostolic church. Yet in the seventh 
century, the synods of Spain, and afterwards of 
France, improved or corrupted the Nicene creed, 
on the mysterious subject of the third person of 
iVocession Trinity’. In the long controversies of the 
of the East, the nature and generation of the Christ had 
Ghost. been scrupulously defined; and the well-known 
relation of fetho* and son seemed to convey a 
faint image to the human mind. The idea of 
birth was less analt^ous to the Holy Spirit, who, 
instead of a divine gift or attribute, was consi¬ 
dered by the CatboUcs, as a substance, a person, 

S AvSftt Juir<r*<fU koi wnngortum, ofSgu <K ffiarrovt ayaSvyrft, -nis yag 
‘EinrijKW fiotgas (Phot. Epist. p. 47- edit. Mon- 

taeuL). The OxienUl patriarch conunnas to apply the uiia^s 
of thunder, earthquake, hail, W'W boar» pracursors of Antichrist, 

&C. &C. , S. I, 1 /-K 

3 The mysterious subject of «he procession of the Holy Ghost, 
is distuased in the historical, theological, and controversial sense, 
or nonsense, by the Jesuit PeUvius (DogmataTbeologica, tom.ti- 
1. TU. p. 36^—440.). 
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A god; he was not begotten, but in the orthodox chap. 
style he •proceeded.* Did he proceed from, the 
Father alone, perhaps hy the Son? ,or from the 
Father and the Son? The first of these opinions* 
was asserted by the Greeks, the second by the 
Latins; and the addition to the Nicene creed of 
the word Jilioque, kindled the flame of discord 
between the Oriental and the Gallic churches. 

In the origin of the dispute, the Roman pontiffs 
affected a character of neutrality and moderation^; 
they condemned the innovation, but they ac¬ 
quiesced in the sentiment, of their Transalpine 
brethren; they seemed desirous of casting a veil 
of silence and charity over the superfluous re¬ 
search ; and in the correspondence of Charlemagne 
and Leo the third, the pope assumes the libera¬ 
lity of a statesman, aijd the. prince descends to the 
passions and prejudices of a priest \ ' But the 
orthodoxy of Rome spontaneously obeyed the 
impulse of her temporal policy; and the jilioque, 
which Leo wished to erase, was transcribed in the 
SijTnbol and chaunted in the liturgy of the Vatican. 


* Before the shrine of St. Peter, he pieced two shields of the weight 
of 94^ pounds of pure silver; on which he inscribed the text of 
both creeds (utroque symbolo) pro antore et cauteld orthodox* fklei 
(Anastas, in Leon. III. in Muratori, torn. iii. pars i. p. SOS.). His 
language most clearly proves, that neither the Jilioque nor the 
Athanasian creed were received at Ronie about the year 830. 

* The Missi of Charlemagne pressed him to dpclare, that all who 
rejected the Jilioque, or at least the doctrine, must be damned. All, 
replies the pope, arc not capable of reaching the altiora mysteria; 
quipotuerit, et nonvoluerlt, salvuscsse non potest (Collect. Concil. 
tom. ix. p. 277—286.). 'ITie potuerit would leave a large loop-hole 
of salvation! 
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^ The Nicene and Athanasian creeds are held as 
the Catholic faith, without which none can be 
saved; and,;both Papists and Protestants must 
now sustain and return the anathemas of the 
Greeks, who deny the procession of the Holy 
Ghost from the Son, as well as from the Father. 
Variciy of Such articles of faith are not susceptible of treaty; 
cal disci- but the rules of discipline will vary in remote and 
piine. independent churches; and the reason, even of 
divines, might allow, that the difference is in¬ 
evitable and harmless. The craft or superstition 
of Rome has imposed on her priests and deacons 
the rigid obligation of celibacy; among the Greeks 
it is confined to the bishops; the loss is compen¬ 
sated by dignity ot annihilated by age; and the 
parochial clergy, the papas, enjoy the conjugal 
society of the wives whom they have married before 
their entrance into holy orders. A question con¬ 
cerning the Azyms was fiercely debated in the 
eleventh century, and the essence of the Eucharist 
was supposed in the East and West to depend on 
the use of leavened or unleavened bread. Shall I 
mention in a serious history the furious reproaches 
that were urged against the Latins, who for a 
long while remained on the defensive? They 
neglected to abstain, according to the apostolical 
decree, from things strangled, and from blood: 
they fasted, a Jewish observance ! on the Satur¬ 
day of each week: during the first week of Lent 
they permitted tho use of milk and cheese®; their 

* In France, after jome harsher laws, the ecclesiastical disci¬ 
pline IS now relaxed : milk, cheese, and butter, are become a 
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infirm monks were indulged in the taste of flesh ; chap. 
and animal grease was substituted for the want of 
vegetable oil: the holy chrism or un^ion in bap¬ 
tism was reserved to the episcopal order: the* 
bishops, as the bridegrooms of their churches, 
were decorated with rings; their priests shaved 
their faces, and baptized by a single immersion. 

Such were the crimes which provoked the zeal of 
the patriarchs of Constantinople; and which were 
justified with equal zeal by the doctors of the La¬ 
tin church^ 

Bigotry and national aversion are powerful Ambitioui 
magnifiers of every object of dispute; but the 
immediate cause of the schism of the Greeks may Patriarch 

olLonstafl- 

be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, tiiiople, 
who maintained the supremacy of the old metro- 
polls superior to all, and of the reigning capital, 
inferior to none, in the Cluristian world. About 
the middle of the ninth century, Photius“, an 
ambitious layman, the captain of the guards and 
principal secretary, was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more desirable ofilice «f patriarch of 
Constantinople. In science, even ecclesiastical 
science, he surpassed the clergy of the age; and 

perpetual, and eggs an annual, indulgence in Lent (Vie priv& dcs 
Francois,tom. ii.p. 27—36.). 

7 The original monuments of the schism, of the charges of the 
Greeks against the Latins, are deposited in the epistles of Photius 
(Epist. Encyclica, ii. p. 47—6l.) and of Michael Cerularius (Ca- 
nisii Antiq. Lectiones, tom. iii. p. i. p. 281—384. edit. Basnage, 
with the prolix answer of Cardinal Humbert.). 

® The xth volume of the Venice edition of theCouncils contains 
all the acts of the synods, and history of Photius: they are 
abridged, with a faipt tinge of prejudice or prudence, by Dupin and 
Fleury. 
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the pxirity of his morals has never been impeach¬ 
ed ; but his ordination was jhasty, his rise was 
irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated predecessor, 
was yet supported by the public compassion and 
the obstinacy of his adherents. They appealed 
to the tribunal of Nicholas the first, one of the 
proudest and most aspiring of the Roman pontiffs, 
who embraced the welcome opportunity of judging 
and condemning his rival of the East. Their 
quarrel was embittered by a conflict of jurisdiction 
over the king and nation of the Bulgarians ; nor 
was their recent conversion to Christianity of much 
avail to either prelate, unless he could number 
the proselytes among the subjects of his power. 
With the aid of his court the Greek patriarch 
was \-ictorious; but in the furious contest he de¬ 
posed in his turn the successor of St. Peter, and 
involved the Latin church in the reproach of 
heresy and schism. Photius sacrificed the peace 
of the world to a short, and precarious reign: 
he fell with his patron, the Cspsar Bardas; and 
Basil the Mafedonian performed an act of jus¬ 
tice in the restoration of Ignatius, whose age 
and dignity had not been sufficiently re^)ected. 
From W monastery, or prison, Photius solicited 
the favour of the emperor by pathetic complaints 
and artful flattery; and the eyes of his rival were 
srarcely dosed, when he was again restored to the 
throne of Constantinople. After the death of 
Basil, he experienced the vicissitudes of courts 
and the ingratitude of a royal pupd; the patriarch 
was again deposed, and in his last solitary hours 
he might regret the freedom of a secular and 
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studious life. In each revolution, the breath, chap. 
the nod, of the sovereign had been accepted by a 
submissive clergy ; ^d a synod of three hundred 
bishops vras always prepared to hail fhe triumph, 
or to stigmatize the fall, of the holy, or the exe¬ 
crable, Photius By a delusive promise of suc¬ 
cour or reward, the popes were tempted to coun¬ 
tenance these various proceedings; and the sy¬ 
nods of Constantinople were ratified by their 
epistles or legates. But the court and the people, 

Ignatius and Photius, were equally adverse to 
their claims ; their ministers were insulted or im¬ 
prisoned ; the procession of the Holy Ghost was 
forgotten; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne; and the schism was prolonged 
by their rigid censure of aU the multiplied ordina¬ 
tions of an irregular patriarch. The darkness 
and comiption of the tenth century suspended 
the intercourse, without reconciling the minds, of 
the two nations. But when the Norman sword 
restored the chimches of Apulia to the jurisdiction 
of Rome, the departing flock was warned, by a 
petulant epistle of the Greek patriarch, to avoid 
and abhor the errors of the Latins. The rising 
majesty of Rome could no longer brook the in¬ 
solence of a rebel; and Michael Cerularius was 
excommunicated in the heart of Constantinople excommul 
by the pope’s legates. Shaking the dust from 


9 The Synod of Constantinople, held in the year 869, is the 
viiith of the general eouncils, the last assembly of the East which 
is reeognised by the Roman church. She rejects the synods of 
Constantinople of the years 867 and 879, which were, however, 
equally numerous ttod noisy; but they were favourable to Photius 
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CHAP, their feet, they deposited on -.the altar of St. So- 
phia a direful anathema which enumerates the 
of Con- seven mortal heresies of the Greeks, and devotes 
*nd the guilty teachers, and their unhappy sectaries, 
A Dh) i4 eternal society of the devil and his angels. 

July i6. According to the emergencies of the church and 
state, a friendly correspondence was sometimes re¬ 
sumed ; the language of charity and concord was 
sometimes affected ; but the Greeks have never re¬ 
canted their errors; the popes have never re¬ 
pealed their sentence; and from this thunderbolt 
Ave may date the consummation of the schism. It 
was enlarged by each ambitious step of the Ro¬ 
man pontiffs: the emperors blushed and trembled 
at the ignominious fate of their royal brethren of 
Gennany ; and the people was scandalized by the 
tem|X)ral power and military life of the Latin 
clergy'”. 

The aversion of the Greeks and Latins was 
and Latins, nourished and manifested in the three first expedi- 
—i^oo”^ tions to the Holy Land. Alexius Comnenus 
contrived the absence at least of the formidable 
pilgrims: his successors, Manuel and Isaac Ange- 
lus, conspired with the Moslems for the ruin of 
the greatest princes of the Franks; and their 
crooked and malignant policy was seconded by the 
active and voluntary obedience of every order of 


See this anathenu in the Councils, tom. xi. p. 14.57—idfio. 

Anna Comnena (Alexiad, 1. i. p. .A1—33.) represents the ab¬ 
horrence, not only of the church, hut of the palace, for Gregory 
VII., the popes, and the I-atin communion. The style of Cin- 
nanius and Nicetas is still more vehement. Yet how calm is the 
voice ol history comp.ared wnh lhat ol polemics! 
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their subjects. Of^this hostile temper, a large 
jwrtion may doubtlesfe be ascribed to the difference 
of language, dress, and manners, which severs and 
alienates the fiations of the globe. The pride, as 
well as the pradencej of the sovereign was deeply 
wounded by the intrusion of foreign armies, that 
claimed a right of traversing his dominions, and 
passing under the walls of bis capital; his subjects 
were insulted and plundered by the rude str^gers 
of the West; Ond the hatred of the pusillanimous 
Greeks was sharpened by secret envy of the bold 
and pious enterprises of the Franks. But these 
profane causes of national enmity were fortified 
and inflamed 1^ the venom of religious zeal. In¬ 
stead of a kind embrace, an hospit»ye reception 
from their Christian bretliren of the East, every 
tongue was taught to repeat the names of schis¬ 
matic and heretic, more odioas to an ortlwtlox ear 
than those of pagan and infidel: instead of being 
loved for the general conformity of faith and 
worship, they were abhorred for some ndes of 
ilisciplifte, some qaestions of theology, in which 
themselves or their teachers mijht diflter from the 
Oriental drarch. In the crusade of Louis the 
seventh, the Greek clergy washed and purified 
the altars wladi had been d^ed by the sacrifice 
of a Frendi priest. Ilie companions of Frederic 
Barbarossa deplore the injuries which they endured, 
both in word and deed, from the peculiar rancour 
of the bidiops and monks. Their pra)^ and 
sermons excited the people against the impious 
Barbarians; and the patriarch is accused of de¬ 
claring, that the/faithM might obtain the redemp- 
VOL, XI. N 


CHAP. 

LX. 
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tioii of all their sins by thte extirpation of the 
schismaticsAn enthusiast, named Dorotheas, 
alarmed the fears, and restored the confidence, of 
the emperor, by a prophetic assurance, that the 
Gennan heretic, after assaulting the gate of 
Blachemes, would be made a single example of 
the divine vengeance. The passage of these 
mighty armies were rare and perilous events; but 
the crusades introduced a frequent and familiar 
intercourse between the two nations, which en¬ 
larged their knowledge without abating their pre¬ 
judices. The wealth and luxury of Constantinople 
demanded the productions of every climate: these 
imports were balanced by the art and labour of her 
numerous inhabitants; her situation invites the 
commerce of the world; and, in every period of her 
existence, that commerce has been in the hands 
of foreigners. After the decline.of Amalphi, the 
Venetians, Pisans, and Genoese, introduced their 
factories and settlements into the capital of the 
empire: their services wer» rewarded with honours 
and immunities; they acquired the possession of 

12 His anonymous historian (cle Expe<ttt. Asiat. Fred. I. in 
Canisii Lection. Antiq. tom. iii. pars ii. p. 511. edit. Basnage) 
mentiont the sermons of the Greek patriarch, quomodo Graecis 
injunxeratitt remiasionem peccatorum peregrinos occidere et delere 
de terra; Taginoobaerves (in Scriptores Frehcr. tom. i. p. 4og. edit, 
Struv.), Greet haereticoe nos appellant: clerlci et monachi dictia 
et factii peraequuntur. W e may add the declaration of the emperor 
Baldwin fifteen years aflenvards: Hacc est (gensj qua; Latinos 
oinnes non hftminum nomine, sed canum dignabatur; quorum 
sanguinem effutrdere peni inter mcrita repulabant(Gesta Innocent. 
111. c. ge. rn Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. iii. pars i. 
p. SOG.}. There may be some exaggeration, Jjut it was as efifectual 
ieurtbe action and redaction of hatred. 
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lands and houses; /heir families were multiplied 
by marriages with the natives; and, after the 
toleration of a Mahometan mosch, it'was impos¬ 
sible to interdict the churches of the Roman rite‘s 
The two wives of Manuel Comnenus’^ were of the 
race of the Franks; the first, a sister-in-law of 
the emperor Conrad; the second, a daugliter of 
the prince of'Antioch: he obtained for his son 
Alexius a daughter of Philip Augustus king of 
France ; and he bestowed his own daughter on a 
marquis of Montferrat, .who wns educated and 
dignified in the palace of Constantinople. The 
Greek encountered the arms, and aspired to the 
empire, of the West; he esteemed the valour, and 
trusted the fidelity, of the Franks'^; their military 
talents were unfitly recompensed by the lucrati^e 
offices of judges and treasurers; the policy of 
Manuel had solicited the alliance of the pope; and 
the popular voice accused him of a partial bias to 
the nation and religion of the Latins’^ During 

*3 See Anna Comnena (Alexiad, l.vi. p. l 6 l, ] 6 e.) and a remark¬ 
able passage of Nicetas (in Maniicl, 1. v. c. 9 ,), who obsen'es of tlie 
Venetians, Kara (rfopn^ nai ift^ar^ias rr)y Kaworriwu iroA.iy rt)! oiicfiai 
TlXXa^OJTO, Ac. 

1 * Ducange, Fara. Byzant. p. I 8 (i, 187. 

Nicetas in Matiuel. I. vii. c. 2 . Regnante enim (Manuele) 
.... apud eum tantam Latinus populus repererat gratiam ut 
neglectis Grseculis suis tanquam viris mollibus et efibemtnatis,.... 
lolis Latinis grandia committeret negotia .. .. erga cos profusA 
liberalitate abundabat .... ex onini oVbead eum tanquam ad benc- 
factorem nobilesetignobilesconcurrebanL Willerm.Tyr. xxii, c. 10 . 

'I’he suspicions of the, Greeks would have been confirmed, if 
they had seen the political epistles of Manuel to pope Alexander 
ill. the enemy of his enemy Frederic 1., m which the emperor 
declares his wish of uniting the Greeks and I..atins as one flock 
under one shepherd, pc. (See Fleury, Hist. Ecclei. tom. xv. p, I 87 . 
*13. 243.). 


CHAP. 

LX. 
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their mas¬ 
sacre, 
A.D.1J83. 


his reign, and that of his sulicessor Alexius, they 
were exposed at Constantinople to the reproach of 
foreigners, heretics, and favourites; and this triple' 
guilt was severely expiated in the tumult, which 
announced the return and elevation of Andro- 
nicus'’. The people rose in arms; from the 
Asiatic shore the tyrant dispatched his troops and 
gallies to assist the national revenge; and the 
hopeless resistance of the strangers served only to 
justify the rage, and sharpen the daggers, of the 
assassins. Neither age» nor sex, nor the ties of 
friendship or kindred,. could save the victims of 
national hatred, and avarice, and religious zeal: 
the Latins were slaughtered in their houses and 
in the streets; their quarter was reduced to ashes; 
the clergy were burnt in their churches, and 
the sick in their hospitals; and some estimate 
may be formed of the slain from the clemency 
which sold above four thousand Christians in 
perpetual slavery to the Turks. The priests 
and monks were the loudest and most active in 
the destruction of the schisnatics; and they 
chaunted a thanksgiving to the Lord, when the 
head of a Roman cardinal, the pope’s legate, was 
severed from hjs body, fastened to the tail of a 
dog, and digged, with savage mockery, through 
the dty. The more diligent of the strangers had 
retreated, on the first al^m, to their vessels, and 


U S«e the Greek and Latin nanatiYes in Nicetas (in AJerio 
Comneno, c. 10.) and William of Tjrre (1. xxii. c. 10, 11 , IS, 13.); 
tha first soft and concise, the second loud, oopiotM, snd tragicd. 
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escaped through th4 Hellespont from the scene ciiAl*. 
of blood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged ' 
two hundred miles of the sea-coasb; inflicted a 
severe revenge on the guiltless subjects of the 
empire; marked the priests and monks as their 
peculiar enemies; and compensated, by the accu¬ 
mulation of plunder, the loss of their juoperty 
and friends. On their return, they exposed to 
Italy and Europe the wealth and weakness, the 
perfidy and malice, of the Greeks, whose \ices 
were painted as the genuine characters of heresy 
and schism. The scruples of the first crusaders 
had neglected the fairest opportunities of securing, 
by the possession of Constantinople, the way to 
the Holy Land: a domestic revolution invited, 
and almost oompelled, the French and Venetians 
to atehieve the conquest of the Roman empire of 
the East. 

In the series of the Byzantine princes, I have Heign .-ina 
exhibited the hypocrisy and ambition, the ty- 
ranny and fall, of Andronicus, the last male of Angeius, 

the Comnenian femily who reigned at Constan-n 

tmoplo# The revolution, which Cast him head- 
long from the throne, saved and exalted Isaac 
Angelus*®, who descended by the females from 
the 8MQe Impmal dynasty. The successor of a 
second Nero might have found it an easy task to 

The hisWiy of the reign of I»aae Angekii is comjlosed, in three 
books, by the senator Nicetas (p. 228 —29O.); and his ofSegs of 
logothete, or principal secretary, and judge of the veil or palace, 
etnild not bribe the impartiality of the historian. He wrote, it ii 

alter the ^ ajpd death of kis benefactor. 
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CHAP, deserve the esteem and afFectk^n of his subjects: 
they sometimes had reason to' regret the adminis- 

^ tration of Andronicus. The sound and vigorous 
mind of the tyrant was capable of discerning the 
connection between his own and the public in¬ 
terest ; and while he was feared by all who could 
inspire him with fear, the unsuspected people, and 
the remote provinces, might bless the inexorable 
justice of their master. But his successor was 
vain and jealous of the supreme power, which he 
wanted courage and abilities to exercise; liis vices 
were pernicious, his virtues (if he possessed any 
virtues) were useless, to mankind; and the Greeks, 
who imputed their calamities to his negligence, 
denied him the merit of any transient or acci¬ 
dental benefits of the times. Isaac slept on the 
throne, and was awakened only by the sound of 
pleasure; his vacant hours were amused by come¬ 
dians and buffoons, and even to these buffoons 
the emperor was an object of contempt; his feasts 
and buildings exceeded the examples of royal 
luxmy; the number of his euntmhf and domes¬ 
tics anioun ted to twenty thousand: and.^ daily 
sum of foiur thousand, pounds of i^ver would swell 
to four millions sterling the annual expoice of his 
household and table. His fioverty was reheved 
by oppresfflon; and the public discontent was in¬ 
flamed by equal abases in the tjollection, and the 
application, of the revenue. While the Greeks 
numbered the days of their servitude, a flattering 
prophet, whom he rewarded with the dignity of 
patriarch, assured him of a long ,and victorious 
reign of thirty-two years; during \wich be should 
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extend his sway to (Mount Libanus, and his con- 
quests beyond the Euphrates. But his only step 
towards the accomplishment of the prediction, 
was a splendid and scandalous embassy to Saladin”^, 
to demand the restitution of the holy sepulchre, 
and to propose an offensive and defensive league 
with the enemy of the Christian name. In these 
unworthy hands, of Isaac and his brother, the re¬ 
mains of the Greek empire crumbled into 'dust. 
The island of Cyprus, whose name excites the 
ideas of elegance and pleasure, was usurped by 
his namesake, a Comnenian prince; and by a 
strange concatenation of events, the sword of our 
English Richard bestowed that kingdom on the 
house of Lusignan, a rich compensation for the 
loss of Jerusalem. 


The honour of the monarchy, and the safety HevoU of 
of the capital, were deeply wounded by the revolt " 

of the Bulgarians and Walachians. Since the a.d.iisC. 
victory of the second Basil, they had supported, 
above an hundred and seyenty years, the loose 
dominion of the, Byzantine princes; but no 
effectual measures had been adopted to impose 
the yoke of laws and manners on these savage 
tribes. By the command of Isaac, their sole 
means of subsistence, their flocks and herds, 
were driven away, to contribute towards the 
poinp of the. royal nuptids; and their fierce 


See Bohadin, Vh. Saladin. p. 12Q —131. 226. vers- Schulterts. 
Tbc ambassador of I'idac was equally versed in the Oreck, French, 
and Arabic languages j a rare instance in those times. - His em¬ 
bassies were receitVd with honour, Hisinissed without effect, and 
reported with scanoal in the We5t. 
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CHAP, warriors were exasperated by^he denial of equal 
rank and pay in the military service. Peter 

^ and Asan, two powerful chiefs, of the race of 
the ancient kings'", asserted their own rights 
and the national freedom; their demoniac im¬ 
postors proclaimed to tlie crowd, that their glori¬ 
ous patron St. Demetrius had for ever deserted 
the cause of the Greeks: and the conflagration 
spread from the banks of the Danube to the hills 
of Macedonia and Thrace. After some faint efforts, 
Isaac Angelus and his bmther acquiesced in their 
independence; and the Imperial troops were soon 
discouraged by the bones of their feUowsoldicrs, 
that were scattered along the passes of Mount 
Hseraus. By the arms and policy of John or Joan- 
nices, the second kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly 
established. The subtle Barbarian sent an em- 
bassy to Innocent the third, to acknowledge him¬ 
self a genuine son of Rome in descent and reli¬ 
gion and humbly received from the pope, the li¬ 
cence of coining money, the royal title,'and a 
tin archbislw^ Or patriarch. The Vatican exulted 
in the spiritual inquest of Bulgaria, die first 
object of the schisiu; and if tho Greeks could 

»® Ducange, FtoiUi® D«lmade«, p.318, aiQ, 320. The origi¬ 
nal conespoqdeofe nf the Bulgerito^ kii^ and the Roman pontiff, 

U inscribed in the Oe*ti'Iti«ocent. pj. c. ^.--82. p, 513—525. 

^ The pope acknowledges bis pedigree, ,a nobffi urbis Roma: 
prosapiA genitores tui originetn tranenint. This tradition, and the 
strong resemblance of the Latin and Wallachian idioms, is ex¬ 
plained by M. D’AnvHle (Etats de I’Europc, p. 258—263.). The 
Italian colonies Of the Dacia of Trajan were swept away by the 
tide of emigration from the Danube to the Volga, and brought 
back by another. w|tre from the Volga to th^ Danube. Possi¬ 
ble, hpt >trange! 
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Jiave preserved the • prerogatives of the church, chap. 
they would gladly l|»ve resigned the rights of the 
monarchy. 

The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray Usurpa- 
for the long life of Isaac Angelus, the surest chll^cu'r, 
pledge of their freedom and prosperity. Yet 
their chiefr eould involve in the same indiseri- a.D. nys 
minate conteanpt, the frmily and nation of the Aprire! 
emperor. “ In aU the Greeks,” said Asan to his 
troops, “ the same climate, and character, and 
“ education, will be productive of the same fruits. 

“ Behold my lance,” continued tlie warrior, “ and 
“ the long streamers that float in the wind, They 
“ difftr only in colour; they are fonned of the 
“ same silk, and fashioned by the s^e workman; 

“ nor has the stripe that is stained in purple, 

“ any superior price or value above its feUows'^” 

Several of these candidates for the ptirple suc¬ 
cessively rose and fell under the empire of Isaac: 
a general who had repelled the fleets of Sicily, 
was driven to revolt and ruin by the ingratitude 
of the prince; and his luxurious repose was dis¬ 
turbed by secret eonspiraciea and populjfr insur¬ 
rections. Tha emperor, was sav^ by acddeut, 
or the merit of hb servants: he was at length 
oppressed by an ambitious brotiier, who, for the 
hope of a pm»rious diadem, forgot the obligations 
of nature, of loyalty, and of friendahip*’. WhUe 

** 'Hlis parable i» in tbe best savage style j but I wish the 
Walaeb had not introduced the classic name trf Mysians, the est- 
periment of the magnet or loadstone, and the passage of an oW 
comic poet (Nicetas, in Alex. Comneno, 1. i. p. *99, 300.). 

** The Latins aggravate the ingratitude of Alcsiw, by sspposlng 
that he hiul been released by his brefther Isaac from TurkWt oip- 
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CHAP. Isaac in the Thracian vallies pursued the idle 
and solitary pleasures of thq chace, his brother, 
Alexius Angelus, was invested with the purple, 
by the unanimous suffrage of the camp: the 
capital and the clergy^ subscribed to their choice; 
and the vanity of the new sovereign rejected the 
name of his fathers for the lofty and royal appel¬ 
lation of the Comnenian race. On the despicable 
character of Isaac I have exhausted the language 
of contempt; and can only add, that in a reign 
of eight years, the baser Alexius was supported 
by the masculine vices of his wife Euphrosyne. 
The first intelhgence of his fall was conveyed 
to • the late emperor by the hostile aspect and 
pursuit of the guards, no longer his own : he fled 
before them above fifty miles as far as Stagyra 
in Macedonia; but the fiigitive, without an ob¬ 
ject or a follower, was arrested, brought back 
to Constantinople, deprived of his eyes, and con¬ 
fined in a lonesome tower,'on a scanty allowance 
of bread and water.' At the moment of the revo¬ 
lution, his son- Alexius, whom he educated in 
the hopb of empire, was twelve years of %e. He 
was spared bj the, usurper, and reduced to at¬ 
tend his triumph both in peace and war; but as 
the army was encamped on the sea-shore, an 
Italian vessel facilitated the e^pe of the royal 
youth; and, m the disguibe of a common sailor, 


tivily. This paUietic tale had doubtless been repeated at Venice 
and Zara; but I do not readily discover its grounds in the Greek 
historiani. ■ 

See the reign of Alexius Augelus, or Coit^cnus, in the three 
book* of ^Nicetas, p. apt—355. 
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he eluded the seaf(^ of his enemies, passed the CHAl>, 
Hellespont, and foulid a secure refuge in the isle 
hf Sicily. After saluting the threshold of Ae 
apostles, and imploring the protection of pope 
Innocent the third, Alexius accepted the kind 
invitation of his sister Irene, the wife of Philip of 
Swabia, king of the Romans. But in his passage 
through Italy, he heard that the flower of AVcs- 
tem chivalry was asseihbled at Venice for the 
deliverance of the Holy Land; and a ray of hope 
was kindled in his bosom, that their invincible 
swords might be employed in his father’s resto¬ 
ration. 

About ten or twelve years after the loss of Je- iiicfounii 
rusalem, the nobles of France were again sum- ngs, 
moned to the holy war by the voice of a third 
prophet, less extravagant, perhaps, than Peter the 
hermit; but far below St. Bernard in the merit 
of an orator and a statesman. An illiterate priest 
of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of Neuilly“, 
forsook his parochial duty, to assume the more 
flattering character of a popular and itinerant 
missionary. The fame of his sanctity and mira¬ 
cles was spread over the land; he declaimed, 
with severity and vehemence, against the vices of 
the age; and his sMmons, which he preached in 
the streets of Paris,* converted the robbers, the 
usurers, the prostitutes, and even the doctors and 
scholars of the university. No sooner did Inno¬ 
cent the third ascend the chair of St. Peter, than 

** S«e Fleury, Hiat. Eccles. tom. Jtvi. p. 26 , &c. and ViUeliar- 
douin, N". 1 . witW the obscrvttloDs of I>ucange, which I alwny* 
mean to qutAe with the original text. 
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CHAP, he proclaimed in Italy, Gerpiany, and France, 
the obligation of a new caoisai^e The eloquent 
pdntiff described the ruin' of Jerusalem, the 
triumph of the Pagans, and the diame of Chris¬ 
tendom: his liberality proposed the redemption 
of sins, a plenary indulgence to all who should 
serve in Palestine, either a year in person, or two 
years by a substitute*'; ai^ among his legates 
and orators who blew the sacred trumpet, Fulk 
of Neuilly was the loudest and most successful. 
The situation of the principal monarchs was averse 
to the pious summons. The omperor Frederic 
the second was a child; and his kingdom of Ger¬ 
many was disputed by tlie rival houses of Bruns¬ 
wick and Swabia, the memorable factions of the 
Guelphs and Ghibelines. Philip Augustus of 
France had performed, and could not be persuaded 
to renew, the perilous vow; but as he was not 
less ambitious of praise than of power, he cheer¬ 
fully instituted a perpetual fund for the defence 
of the Holy Land, Richard of England was 
satiated with. tlw glory and misfortunes (rf his 
first adventure, and he presumed to deride the ex¬ 
hortations of Nenilly, who was not abashed 

in the prceewee «f kinga., « You advise me,” 
said PUntagenet. “ to dismiss my three daughters 

Tb» eontsmp«r*ry Kfe of IeBd«eat III., imWlshed by 
Mwntoii (ScriptonM Aenua IwUesnun, tom. iii. L 
p. 4S&—56$.), ij moat valuable fijr Uie important and original do- 
cument« whidt are inserted in 'the text. The buH of the crusade 
mmj be read, c. sa^ 85. 

Por-ce tjue «il pardon, fut iiisi gran, si s’en esmeurcnt mult li 
euert des genz, et mult I’eti ccoiskrent, ptoiea qua li pardons ere si 
§ian. VillehardouLn, N*> l. Our philoaophara ‘may ictkie oa the 
eapses of the crusades, but such w«ie the ^uina feelings of a 
French knight 
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“ pride, avarice, and incontinence; I bequeath 
“ them to the mok deserving; my pride to the 
“ knightfi-templars, my avarice to -the monks of 
“ Cisteaux, and my incontinence to the prelates.” 
But the preacher was heard and obeyed by the 
great vassals, the princes of the second order ; and 
Theobald, or Thibautj count of Champagne, was 
the foremost in the holy race. The valiant youth, 
at the age of twenty-two years, w'as cncoiiraged by 
the domestic examples of his father, who marched 
in the second crusade, and of his elder brother, 
who had ended his days in Palestine with the 
title of King of Jerusalem: two thousand two 
himdred knights owed service and homage to his 
peerage®*: the nobles of Champagne excelled in 
.all the exercises of war ^; and, by his marriage 
with the heiress of Navarre, Thibaut could draw a 
band of hardy Gascons finm either side of the 
Pyrenajan mountains. His companion in arms 
was Louis, coimt of Blois and Chartres ; like him¬ 
self of regal lineage, for both the princes were 
nephews, at the same time, of the i^gs of France 
and England. In a crowd of prelates and barons, 
who imitated their zeal, I distinguish the birth 
and merit of Matthew of Montmorency; the 
famona Simon of Montfort, the scourge of the 
Albigeois; and a valiant noble, Jeffrey of VUle- 

*0 This numbtt of fiefe (of which 1800 owed iiege homage) 
was enrolled in the church of St. Stephen at 'TVoyes, and attested 
A.D. 1213, by the marshal and butler of Champagne (Ducange, 
Obserr. p. 254.). 

*9 Campania.... militias privilegio singularius cxcellit.... in ty- 
roclniis ... prolusione armorum, yScc. Ducange, p. 249, from the 
old Chronicle of Jerutalem, AT). 1177—U 99 . 


CHAP, 

LX. 


embrai I'll 
by the ba¬ 
rons (if 
France. ■ 
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CHAP, hardouiii”, marshal of Champagne”, who has 
condescended, in the rude imom of his age and 
country''^ to. write or dictate*^ an original nar-^ 
rative of the councils and actions in which he 
bore a memorable part. At the same time, 
Baldwin count of Flanders, who had married 
the sister of Thihaut, assumed the cross at 
Bruges, with his brother Henry and the prin¬ 
cipal knights and citizens of that rich and in¬ 
dustrious province”. The vow which the chiefs 
had pronounced in churches, they ratified in 
tournaments: the operations of the war were de¬ 
bated in Ml and frequent assemblies ; and it was 
resolved to seek the deliverance of Palestine in 
Egypt, a country, since Saladin’s death, which 

30 The name of Ville-harclonin was taken from a tillage and castle 
in the diocese of Troyes, near the river Aube, between Bar and 
Arceis. The family was ancient and noble; the elder branch of 
our historian eKisled after the year 1400, tlie younger, which 
acquired the principality of Achaia, merged in the hou.se of Savoy 
(Ducange, p..235—245.). 

This office was held by his father and his descendants, butUu- 
eange has not hunted it with his. usual sagacity. 1 find that, in the 
year 1356, it vvas i# the family nf Conflans; but these provincial, 
have been long since eclipsed by the national, marshes of France. 

Si This language, of, which 1 shall produce some specimens, is 
'explainedby Vigehere and Ducar^ in a version and glossary. The 
president Des Brosses (Mechanisme des Langues, tom. U. p. 83.), 
gives it as the example of a language which has ceasetl to be 
French, and is understood Mily by graniniarians. 

33 His age, and his own expression, moi qni ceste muvre dic/a 
(N“. 62 , &c.), may justify the suspicion (more probable than Mr. 
Wood’s on Homer), that he could neither read nor write. Yet 
Champagne may boast of the two first historians, the noble authors 

of French prose, Villehardouin and Jomvillc. 

' 3* The crusade and .m*gn8 of the counts of Flanders, Baldwin 

and his brother Henri-, are the subject of a ^licular, history by 
the Jesuit Doutremens (Cor.stantinopolis Belgica i Tumsci, l638, 
in mo. which I have only seen with the eyes.of Ducangr. 






OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

was almost jiuined by famine and civil war. But 
the fiite of so many royal armies displayed the 
toils and perils of a land expedition ;■ and, if the 
Flemings dwelt along the ocean, the French ba¬ 
rons were destitute of ships and ignorant of navi¬ 
gation. They embraced the wise resolution of 
chusing six deputies or representatives, of whom 
Villehardouin was one, with a discretionary trust 
to direct the motions, and to pledge the faith, of 
the whole confederacy. The maritime states of 
Italy were alone possessed of the means of trans¬ 
porting the holy warriors with their arms and 
horses; and the six deputies proceeded to Venice 
to solicit, on motives of piety or interest, the aid 
of that powerfid republic. 

. In the invasion of Italy by Attila, I have men- Siale of 
tioned" the flight of the Venetians from the fallen 
cities of the continent, and their obscure shelter ^ 
in the chain of islands that line the extremity of 
the Adriatic gulf In the midst of the waters, 
free, indigent, laborious, and inaccessible, they gra¬ 
dually coalesced into a republic: the first founda¬ 
tions of Venice were laid in the island of Rialto; 
and the annual election of the twelve tribunes was 
superseded by the permanent office of a duke or 
doge. On the verge of the two epipires, the Ve¬ 
netians exult in the belief of prifnitive and perpe¬ 
tual independence’®. Against the Latins, their 

** History, &c..vol. vi. p. I2fl—I2g. 

*®The foundation and independence of Venice, and Pepin’s in- 
»ajion, ate discussed by Pagi (Critica, tom. iiL A. D. 810, N". 4, 

*fc.) and Beretti (Htsiert. Chorograph. Italue medii .flEvi, ip Mu- 
ratori. Script, torn. x. p. 153 .). Tlie two critics ha»e a slight 
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antique freedom hae been aspted b> the sword, 
and may be justified by tbe pen. Charlemagne 
himself resigned all claims of sovereignty fo the 
slands of the Adriatic gulf; his son Pepin was 
•epulsed in the attacks of the lagnnm or canals, 
too deep for the cavalry, and too shallow for the 
vessels; and in every age, under the German 
Csesars, the lands of the republic have been clearly 
distinguished from the kingdom of Italy. But 
the inhabitants of Venice were oonsiderOd by them¬ 
selves, by strangeri^^ and by thair scrrefoigns, as 
an inalienable portion of the Greek empire*'; in 
the ninth and tenth centuries, the proofs of their 
subjection «re numerous and unquestionable; and 
the vain titles, the servile houmirs, of the By- 
zantine court, so ambitiously solicited by tlieir 
dukes, would have degraded tbe magistrates of 
a free people. But the bands of this dependence, 
which was never absolute or rigid, were imper¬ 
ceptibly relaxed by the ffltnbition of Venice and 
tbe weakness of Constantinople., Obedience was 
softened into respect, pritSege ripened into pre¬ 
rogative, and the ef domeSIfe' gevem- 

biM, the Frenehmao iiaTfrie, the Italian favnarable, to the repu’b- 

fic. f 

a: When the ton of ChMJctBagna assestted his rtpt of smts- 
reigniS, be was txawmd hf ito.Utyal, Vtnetians, in .i/u« Sm>K^ 
8«u 3«wr**w. (Coli'staaik. Porphytogemt. de 

Administm. Imperii, paitii. p. SS.J; ®d the report cif 

the «th, etttbUahe* the &ct of. ^ xth centwy, whichis con¬ 
firmed by the embassy of liutpnmd of Cremon^ The annual 
tribute, svhich «ho etriperor aftjw<S them to pay to king of 
My, dleriatt^by dmihliBg, theh wreitadebut 
{maw must he trihateted, as in the chattel rf’e;P7 (L*hj^> Hist, 
de l^enke, tom. 1. p. «7. «£c.>, by the toft* appeltatiwt of 
otjliW*. 
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merit was fortified by the independence of foreign chap. 
dominion. The maritime cities of Istria and , 
Dalmatia bowed to the sovereigns of the Adriatic; 
and when they armed against the Normans in tlie 
cause of Alexius, the emperor applied, not to the 
duty of his subjects, but to the gratitude and 
generosity of his faithful allies. The .sea was 
their patrimony*’; the Western parts of the 
Mediterranean, from Tuscany to Gibraltar, rvcie 
indeed abandoned to their rivals of Pisa and 
Genoa ; but the Venetians acquired an early and 
lucrative share of the commerce of Greece and 
Egyqit. Their riches increased with the increasing 
demand of Europe: their manufactures of silk and 
glass, perhaps the institution of their bank, arc of 
high antiquity; and they enjoyed the fruits of 
their industry in the magnificence of public and 
private life. To assert her flag, to avenge her 
injuries, to protect the freedom of navigation, the 
republic could launch and man a fleet of an 
hundred gallies; and the Greeks, the Saracens, 
and the Normans, were encountered by her naval 
arms. The Franks of Syria were assisted by the 
Venetians in the reduction of the sea-coast; but 
their zeal was neither blind nor disinterested; and 
in the conquest of Tyre, they shared the sovereignty 


See the xxvth and xxxth dissertations of the Antiquilates 
medii iEvi ofMuratori. From Anderson’s History of Commerce, 
I understand that the Venetians did not trade to England before 
the year 1323. The most flourishing state of their wealth and 
commerce in the beginning of the xvth century, is agreeably 
described by the A1A>^ Dubos (Hist, de la Ligue de Cambray, 
tom, ii. p. 443—460.) 

VOL. XI. 


O 



194 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


cn AP. of a city, the first seat of the commerce of the world. 
The policy of Venice was marked by the avarice of a, 
trading, and-the insolence of a maritime, power; yet ' 
her ambition was prudent; nor did she often forget 
that if armed gallies were the effect and safe¬ 
guard, merchant vessels were the cause and supply, 
of her greatness. In her religion, she avoided the 
schism of the Greeks, without yielding a servile 
obedience to the Roman pontiff; and a free inter¬ 
course with the infidels of every clime appears to 
have allayed betimes the fever of superstition. 
Her primitive government was a loose mixture of 
democracy and monarchy: the doge was elected 
by the votes of the general assembly ; as long as 
he was popular and successful, he reigned with 
the pomp and authority of a prince ; but in the 
frequent revolutions of the state, he was deposed, 
or banished, or slain, by the justice' or injustice of 
the multitude. The twelfth century produced 
the first rudiments of the wise and jealous aris¬ 
tocracy, which has reduced the doge to a pageant, 
and the people to a cypher’^'. 

Alliance of When the six ambassadors of the French 

Ind^^vTiie^ pilgrims arrived at Venice, tb§y were hospitably 

tiaiij, entertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the 
A,D.1201. • ^ 


■'9 The Venetians have been slow in writing and publishing 
their history. ITicir most ancient monuments are, I. The rude 
Chronicle (perhaps) of John Sagnminus (Venezia, 17().5, in ocUvo), 
which represents the state and manners of Venice in the year 
1008. S The larger historv' of the doge (1342—1354.) Andrew 
Dandolo, published for the first time in the xiith topi, of Muratori, 
A,D. 1/28. The History of Venice by the Abbd Laugicr (Paris, 
17 C 8 ), is a work of some merit, which I have chiefly used for the 
ronstitntional part. 
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reigning duke : his name was Henry Dandolo'"; 
and he shone in the,last period of human life as 
one of the most illustrious characters 6f the times. 
Under the weight of years, and after the loss of 
his eyes^\ Dandolo retained a sound understand¬ 
ing and a manly courage; the spirit of an hero, 
ambitious to signalize his reign bv some memorable 
exploits; and tlic wisdom of a patriot, anxious to 
build his fame on the glory and adA anhige of his 
country. He praised the bold enthusiasm and 
liberal confidence of the harons and their deputies; 
in such a cause, and with such associates, he 
should aspire, were he a private man, to terminate 
his life ; but he was the servant of the republic, 
and some delay was requisite to consult, on this 
arrluous business, thejudgment of his colleagues. 
The proposal of the French was first debated by 
the six sages who had been recently appointed to 
cbntroul the administration of the doge: it was 
next disclosed to the forty nrembers of the council 
of state; aud finally communicated to the legis- 

^ Henry Dandolo was eighty-four at fcis election (A.D. II 92 .), 
and ninety-seven at his death (A.D. 1205.). See the Observations 
of Ducange sur Villehardouin, N®. S04. But this miraordinaTy 
longevity is not observed by the original writers, nor does there 
exist another example of an hero near an hundred years of age. 
Theophrastus might afford an instance of a writer of ninety-nine; 
but instead of wetoixovro (Prooem. ad Character.), I am much in¬ 
clined to read with his last editor Fisctier, and the 

first thoughts of Casauhon. It is scarcely possible that the i>o\vers 
of the mind and body should sujtport themselves tUf such a period 
(fflife 

** The modem Venetiaus (Laugier, tom. ii. p. II 9 .) accuse the 
emperor Marmel; ljut the calumny is refuted by Villehardouin 
and the old writers, who suppose that Dandolo lost his eyes by a 
wound (N°, 34. and'Pucange.). 


CHAP. 

LX 



196 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, lative assembly of four hundred and fifty repre- 
sentatives, who were annually chosen in the six 
quarters of the city. In peace and war, the doge 
was stiU the chief of the republic; his legal 
authority was supported by the personal reputa- 
■ Ion of Dandolo; his arguments of public interest 
/ere balanced and approved; and he was autho- 
ised to inform the ambassadors of the following 
onditions of the treatyIt was proposed that 
he crusaders should assemble at Venice, on the 
east of St. John of the ensuing year: that flat- 
/ottomed vessels should be prepared for four 
housand five hundred horses, and nine thousand 
;quires, with a number of ships sufficient for the 
;mbarkation of four thousand five hundred knights, 
ind twenty thousand foot: that during a term of 
aine months they should be supplied with provi¬ 
sions, and transported to whatsoever coast the ser¬ 
vice of God and Christendom should require; and 
that the republic should join the armament with 
a squadron of fifty gallies. It was required, that 
the pilgrims should pay, before their departure, 
a sum of eighty-five thousand marks of silver; 
and that aU conquests, by sea and land, should 
be equally divided between’ the confederates. 
The terrtis were hard; but the emergency was 
pressing, and the French barons were not less 
profuse of money than of blood. A general 
assembly was convened to ratify the treaty: the 
stately ch(Q)el and place of St. Mark were filled 

« See the original treaty in the Chronicle eof Andrew Dandolo, 
p. 383—.sse. 
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Avith ten thousand citizens; and the noble depu- CHAP, 
ties were taught a hew lesson of humbling them- 
selves before the majesty of the people. “ Illus- 
“ trious Venetians,” said the marshal of Cham¬ 
pagne, “ we are sent by the greatest and most 
** powerful barons of France, to implore the aid 
“ of the masters of the sea for the deliverance of 
“ Jerusalem. They have enjoined us to fall pros- 
“ trate at your feet; nor will we rise from the 
“ ground, till you have promised to avenge with 
“ us the injuries of Christ.” The eloquence of 
their words and tearstheir martial aspect, and 
suppliant attitude, were applauded by an universal 
shout; as it were, says Jeffrey, by the sound of 
an earthquake. The venerable doge ascended the 
■pulpit to urge their request by those motives of 
honour and virtue, which alone can be offered to 
a popular assembly: the treaty was transcribed on 
parchment, attested witli oaths and seals, mutu¬ 
ally accepted by the weeping and joyfid represen¬ 
tatives of France and Venice; and dispatched to 
Rome fof the approbation of pope Innocent the 
third. Two thousand marks were borrowed of 
the merchants for the first expences of the arma¬ 
ment. Of the six deputies, two repassed the Alps 
to announce their success, while their four com- 


♦5 A reader of VUIchardouin must obserre the frequent tears of 
the marshal and his brother knights. Sachiez que la ol mainte 
lenne plorde de pitid (N®. 17-); mult plorant (ibid.): mainte lerme 
plor^e (N°. 34.); si orent mult piti^ et plorerent mult durement 
(N“. 6o.) i i ot mainte lerme plor& de piti^ (N". 202.) Ther 
weep on evert- oertsion of griff, joj', or devotion. 
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CHAP, panions made a fmitless trial of the zeal and emu- 
lation of the republics of Genda and Pisa. 

Asscmi)ly I’he execution of the treaty was still opposed by 
turefthe unforeseen difficulties and delays. The marshal, 
fr™m Ve rctum to Troycs, was embraced and ap- 

ni'cc, proved by Thibaut count of Champagne, who had 
Occ a been unanimously chosen general of the confede¬ 
rates. But the health of tliat valiant youth al¬ 
ready declined, and soon became hopeless; and 
he deplored the untimely fate, which condemned 
him to expire, not in a field of battle, but on a 
bed of sickness. To his brave and numerous vas¬ 
sals, the dying prince distributed his treasures: 
they swore in his presence to accomplish his vow 
and their own; but some tlrere were, says the mar¬ 
shal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited their 
word. The more resolute champions of the cross 
held a parliament at Soissons for the election of a 
new general; but such was the incapacity, or jea¬ 
lousy, or reluctance, of the princes of France, 
that none could be found both able and willing 
to assume the conduct of the enterprise. They 
acquiesced in the choice of a stranger, of Boniface 
iparquis of Montferrat, descended of a race of 
heroes, and himself of conspicuous fame in the 
wars and negotiations of the, times'^; nor could 
the piety or ambition of the Italian chief de¬ 
cline this honourable invitation. After visiting 
the French court, where he was received as a 

4* By a vlcWry (A. D. llpl.) orer the citizens of Asti, by a 
crusade to Palestine, and by an embitssy from the pope to the 
Gentian princes (Mnratori, Aunali d’ltalia, tom*, x. p. l63. e02.). 
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friend and kinsman, the marquis, in the church chap. 
of Soissons, was invested with tlie cross of a pil- 
grim and the staff of^ a general; and. immediately 
repassed the Alps, to prepare for the distant ex¬ 
pedition of the East. About the festival of the 
Pentecost he displayed his banner, and marched 
towards Venice at the head of the Italians: he 
was preceded or followed by the counts of Flan¬ 
ders and Blois, and the most respectable barons 
of France; and their numbers were swelled by 
the pilgrims of Germany^, whose object and 
motives were similar to their own. The Vene¬ 
tians had fulfilled, and even surpassed, their en¬ 
gagements : stables were constructed for the 
horses, and barracks for the troops ; the magazines 
■were abundantly replenished with forage and provi¬ 
sions ; and the fleet of transports, ship.s, and gallies, 
was ready to hoist sail, as soon as the republic had 
received the price of the freight and armament. 

But that price far exceeded the wealth of the 
crusaders who were assembled at Venice. 'I’he 
Flemings, whose obedience to their count was 
voluntary and precarious, had embarked in their 
vessels for the long navigation of the ocean and 
Meditmanean; and many of the French and 
Italians had preferred a cheaper and more con¬ 
venient passage from' Marseilles and Apulia to 
the Holy Land. Each pilgrim might complain. 


See the crujade of the Gennao* in the Hi^tona C. P. of 
Gunther (Canisii Antiq. Lect. tom. iv. p. v—viii), who celebrates 
the pilgrimage of hii abbot Martin, one of the preaching rivals of 
Fulk of Neuilly. His monastery, of the Cistercian order, was 
situate in the dioeese of Basil. 
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that after he furnished his p^^ contribution, 
, he wa” Tna de responsible for ^the deficieney of his 
absent brethren: the gold .and silver plate of 
chiefs, which they freely delivered to the treasury 
of St. Mark, was a generous but inadequate sacri¬ 
fice ; and after all their efforts, thirty-four 
thousand marks were still wanting to complete 
the stipulated sum. The obstaele was removed 
by the policy and patriotism of the doge, who 
proposed to the barons, that if they would join 
their arms in reducing some revolted cities of Dal¬ 
matia, he would expose his person in the holy 
war, and obtain from the republic a long indulgence, 
till some wealthy conquest should afford the means 
of satisfying the debt. After much scruple and 
hesitation, they chose rather to accept the offer 
than to relinquish the enterprise; and the first 
hostilities of the fleet and army were directed 
against Zara*®, a strong city of the Sclavonian 
coast, which had renounced its allegiance to Ve¬ 
nice, and implored the protection of the king of 
Hungary*^ The crusaders burst the chain or 


46 .ladera, now Zara, was a'Roman colony, which acknow¬ 
ledged Augustus for its parent. It is now only two miles round, 
and contains five or six thousand inhabitants; but the fortifica¬ 
tions are strong, and it is joined to the main land by a bridge. See 
the travels of the two companions, Spon and Wheeler (Voyage de 
Dalmatie, de Grecc, See. tom. i. p. 64—70. Journey into Greece 

p. g_14.); the last of whom, by mistaking Sestertia ioT Seitertii, 

values an arch with statues and columns at twelve pounds. If, in 
his time, there Were no trees near .Zara, the cherry-trees were not 
yet planted which produce our incomparable marasquin. 

47 Katona (Hist. Critica Reg. Hungariae, Stirpis Arpad. tom. rv. 

p. 536—-5S8.) collects all the facts and testimonies most adverse to 
the conquerors of Zara. , . 
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boom of the h^boior; landed thratAorses, troops, chap. 
and military engines -, and comp^ed the inhabi- 
tants, after a defence of fite days, to. surrender at 
discretion: their lives were sjpared, but the revolt 
was punished by the pillage of their houses and 
the demolition of their walls. The season was 
far advanced; the Frendi and Venetians resolved 
to pass the winter in a secure harbour and plenti¬ 
ful country; but their repose was disturbed by 
national and tumultuous quarrels of the soldiers 
and mariners. The conquest of Zara had scattered 
the seeds of discord and scandal: the arms of the 
allies had been stained in their outset with the* 

^ blood, not of infidels, but of Christians : the king. 
“'^Hungary and bis new subjects were themselves 
onlisted under the banner of the cross; and the 
scruples of the devout, were magnified by the fear 
or lassitude of the reluctant, pilgrims. The pope 
had excommunicated the fiilse crusaders who had 
pillaged and massacred their brethren^, and only 
the marquis Boniface and Simon of Moutfort 
escaped these spiritual thunders; the one by his 
absence from the siege, the other by his final depar- 
ture from the camp. Innocent might absolve the 
simple and submissive penitents of France; but he 
was provoked by the stubborn reason of the Vene¬ 
tians, who refused to confess their guilt, to accept 
their pardon, or to allow, in their t^poral con¬ 
cerns, the interposition of a priest, y' 

The assembly of such formidable powers by 

-*8 See.the whole traii^fion, and the sentiments of the pope, in 
the Epistles of Innoeent HI. Gesta, c. 86, 87, 88. 
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sea and land, had revived the hopes of young ^ 
Alexius; and, both at Venice and Zara, he so¬ 
licited the arms of the crusaders, for his own res¬ 
toration and his father's *' deliverance. The 
royal youth was recommended by Philip king 
of Grermany: his prayers and presence excited 
the compassion of the camp; and his cause was 
embraced and pleaded by the marquis of Mont- 
ferrat and the doge of Venice. A double alli¬ 
ance, and the dignity of Ctesar, had connected 
with the Imperial family the two elder brothers 
of Boniface ”: he expected to derive a kingdom 
from the important service; and the more gene¬ 
rous ambition of Dandolo was eager to secure the 
inestimable benefits of trade and dominion that 
might accrue to his country ’'. Their influence pro¬ 
cured a favourable audience for the ambassadors 


*9 A modem reader is surprised lo hear of the valet de Conjtati- 
tiCople, as applied to young Alexius, on account of his youth; like 
the tr\fants of Spain, and the nolnlhsimus puer of "the Romans. The 
pages and valets of the knights were as noble as thdmselves (Vil- 
lehardbuin and Dticange, N" 36.). 

The emperor Isaac is styled by Villehardcririn, Smac (N". 35, 
&e.), which "may he derived from the French Sire, or the Greek 
Kup (aupioj) melted into hii proper name; the farther corrup¬ 
tions of Tufsac and Cooscrac wiH instruct vts what licence nrtty 
have been used in the old dynasties of Assyria and Fgypt. 

St Reinier and Conrad: the former maftied Maria, daughter of 
the enaperor Manuel Comnenus; the latter was the husband of 
Theodora Anjrela, sister of the emperors Isaac and Alexius. Con¬ 
rad abandoned the Gredk court and princess for the glory of defend¬ 
ing Tyre against Sakdin (Dneange, Fam. Byzant. p. 187- 203.). 

3® Nicetas (in Alexio Comnenb, 1.4u. c. 9 .) accuses the doge 
and Venetians as the first authors of vear against Constantino- 
pia, tad considers onlyas a leiftafn, the arrivri and shameful 

•fftis of the royal exild.' -. 
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of Alexius; aad if the magnitude of his offers chap. 
excited some suspicion, the motives and rewards 
which he displayed might justify the delay and 
diversion of those forces which had been conse¬ 
crated to the deliverance of Jerusalem. He pro¬ 
mised, in his own and his father’s name, that as 
soon as they should be seated on the throne of 
Constantinople; they would terminate the long 
schism of the Greeks, and submit themselves and 
their people to the lawful supremacy of the 
Roman church. He engaged to recompense the 
labours and merits of the crusaders, by the imme¬ 
diate payment of two hundred thousand marks of 
silver ; to accompany them in person to Egypt; 

If"it should be judged more advantageous, to 
maintain, during a year, ten thousand men, and, 
during his life, five hundred knights, for the 
service of the Holy Land. These tempting con¬ 
ditions were accepted by the republic of Venice; 
and the eloquence of the dc^e and marquis per¬ 
suaded the counts of Flanders, Blois, and St. l*ol, 
with eight barons of France, to join in the glorious 
enterprise. A treaty of offensive and defensive 
alliance was confirmed by their oaths and seals; 
and each individual, according to his situation and 
character, was swayed by the hope of public or 
private advantage ; by the honour of restoring an 
exiled monarch ; or by the sincere and probable 
opinion, that their efforts in Palestine would be 
fruitless and unavailing, and that the acquisition 
of Constantinople must precede and prepare the 
recovery of Jerusalem. But they were the chiefs 
or eqiuds of a .valiant band of freemen and volun- 
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CHAP, teers, who thought and acted for themselves: the 
soldiers and clergy were divided; and, if a large 
majority subscribed to the alliance, the numbers 
and ar^ments of the dissidents were strong and 
respectable*’. The boldest hearts were appalled 
by the report of the naval power and impregnable 
strength of Constantinople; and their apprehen¬ 
sions were disguised to the world, and perhaps to 
themselves, by the more decent objections of 
religion and. duty. They alleged the sanctity of 
a vow, which had drawn them from their families 
and homes to the rescue of the holy sepulchre; 
nor should the dark and crooked counsels of 
human policy divert them from a pursuit, the 
event of which was in the hands of the Almighty. 
Their first offence, the attack of Zara, had been 
severely punished by the reproach of their con- 
gcienee and the censures of the pope; nor would 
they again imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their fellow-Christians. The apostle of Home 
had pronounced; nor would they usurp the 
right of avenging with the sword the schism of 
the Greeks and the doubtful usurpation of the 
Byzantine monarch. On these principles or pre¬ 
tences, many pilgrims, the most distinguished for 
their valour and piety, withdrew from the camp; 
and their retreat was less pernicious than the 
open or secret opposition of a discontented party, 

Villehardouin and Gunther represent the senlunents of the 
two,parties. The abbot Martin left the army at ^ra, proceeded 
to Palestine, ms sent ambassador to Constantinople, and became 
a ^uctant witness of the second sief^e. 
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tiiat laboured, on every occasion, to separate the 
army and disappoint the enterprise. 

Notwithstanding this defection, the departure Voyage 
of the fleet and army was vigorously pressed by to Cou- 
the Venetians: whose zeal for the service of the 
royal youth concealed a just resentment to his A. b. 1203. 
nation and family. They were mortified by the juneJ4. 
recent preference which had been given to Pisa, 
the rival of their trade; they had a long arrear 
of debt and injury to liquidate with the Byzan¬ 
tine court; and Dandolo might not discourage 
the popular tale, that he had been deprived of 
his eyes by the emperor Manuel, who perfidiously 
Related the sanctity of an ambassador. A similar 
"mrnament, for ages, had not rode the Adriatic; 
it was composed of one hundred and twenty flat- 
bottomed vessels or palanders for the horses; . 
two hundred and forty transports filled with men 
and arms; seventy storeships laden with provisions; 
and fifty stout gallies, well prepared for the en¬ 
counter of an enemy While the wind was 
favourable, the sky serene, and the water smooth, 
every eye was fixed with wonder and delight on 
the scene of military and naval popp which over¬ 
spread the sea. The shields of the knights and 
squires, at once an ornament and a defence, were 
arranged on either side of the ships ; the banners 


^ The birth alid dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave him the 
motive and the means of searching ia the archives of Venice the 
memorable story of his ancestor. Hi* brevity seems to accuse the 
copious and more recent naitatives ofSanudo (iuMuratori, Script. 
Rerum Italicaium, tom. xxii.),.BloDdu». Sabelliqus, and Rham- 
nmtus. 
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CHAP, of the nations and families Vfere displayed from 
the stem; our modem artillery was supplied hy 
three hundred engines for casting stones and 
darts: the fatigues of the way were cheered with 
the sound of music; and the spirits of the adven¬ 
turers were raised by the mutual assurance, that 
forty thousand Christian heroes were equal to the 
conquest of the worldIn the navigation^ from 
Venice and Zara, the fleet was successfully pteered 
by the skill ^nd experience of the Venetian pilots; 
at Durazzo, the confederates first landed on the 
territories of the Greek empire; the isle of Corfu 
afibrded a station and repose; they doubled, 
without accident, the perilous cape of Malea tV 
southern point of Peloponnesus or the Morea; 
made a descent in the islands of Negropont and 
Andros; and cast anchor at Abydus on the 
Asiatic side of the Hellespont. These preludes 
of conquest were easy and bloodless ; the Greeks 
of the provinces, without patriotism or courage, 
were cruslied by an irresistible force; the pre¬ 
sence of the lawful heir might justify their obe¬ 
dience ; and it was rewarded by the modtsty 
and discipline of the Latins. As they penetrated 
through the Hellespont, the magnitude of their 


1®^ Vlllehardouin, N^ GS. His feelings and expressions are 
original; he often weeps, but he rejoices in the glories and perils 
of war with a spirit'unknown to a sedentary writer. 

5® In this voyage, almost'aM ,the, geographical names are con 
ruptad by the Latins. The modem appellation of Chalcis, and 
all Euboea, is derived from its Etajput, Eiir^tJ^fgn-^po, Negropont, 
which dishonours our maps (lyAnville, Creographie Ancienne, 
tom, i. p. #63.'). 
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iiavy was compressed in a narrow obaniM^; and 
the face of the watere was darkened with innu¬ 
merable sails. They again expanded’in the bason 
of the Propontis, and traversed that,placid sea,' 
till they approached the European shore, at the 
abbey of St. Stephen, three leagues to die west of 
Constantinople. The prudent doge dissuaded 
them from dispersing themselves in a populous 
and hostile land; and, as their stock of provisions 
was reduced, it was resolved, in the season of 
harvest, to replenish their storeships in the fertile 
islands of the Propontis. With this resolution, 
they directed their course; but a strong gale, and 

t eir own impatience, drove them to the eastward; 

d so near did they run to the shore and the 
city, that some vollies of stones and darts were 
exchanged between the ships and the rampart. 
As they passed along, they gazed with admiration 
on the capital of the tlast, or, as it should seem, of 
the earth; rising from her seven hills, and 
towering over the continents of l^urope and Asia. 
The swelling domes and lofty spires of live hundred 
palaces and churches were gilded by the sun and 
reflected in the waters; the walls were crowded 
with soldiers and spectators, whose numbers they 
beheld, of whose temper they were ignorant; and 
each heart was chilled by the reflection, that, since 
the beginning of the world, such an enterprise had 
nev^r been undertaken by such an handful of 
warriors. But the momentary apprehension was 
dispelled by hope and- valour; and every man, 
says the marshal of Champagne, glanced his eye 
on the sword or lance which he must speedily use 
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CHAP, in the glorious conflict”. The Latins cast anchor 
before Chalcedon;, the mariners only were left in 
the vessels; 'the soldiers, horses, and arms, were 
safely landed ; aiiS, in the luxury of an Imperial 
palace, the barons tasted the first fruits of their 
success. On the third day, the fleet and army 
moved towards Scutari, the Asiatic suburb of 
Constantinople; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horse was surprised and defeated by four¬ 
score French knights ; and in a halt of nine days, 
the camp was plentifully supplied with forage 
and provisions. 

Fruitless In relating the invasion of a great empire, it 
tiOT°oahe strange that I have not described the 

emperor, obstacles which should have checked the progress 
of the strangers. The Greeks, in truth, were an 
unwarlikc people; but they were rich, indus¬ 
trious, and subject to the will of a single man : 
had that man been capable of fear, when his 
enemies were at a distance, or of courage, when 
they approached his person. The first rumour of 
his nephew’s alliance with the Frenchand Venetians 
was despised by tjie usurper Alexius; his flatterers 
persuaded him, that in this contempt be was bold 
and sincere; and each evening in the close of the 
banquet, he thrice ^scomfited the Barbarians of 
the West. These Barbarians had been justly ter¬ 
rified by the report of his naval power ; and the 
sixteen hundred fishing boats of Constantinople" 

4r Et sachiez que il QeiOtii hardi oai lecuer pe fremist (c. §70 
.... Chascuna tegardoit .... qUe par ■ tem» ea aront 

mejtier (c. 68.). Such is the hpnesty of 

* Fjoidcm urhem plus in sohi uavibus pOcatOtVm abui^rt. 
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could have hianncd a fleet, to sink them in the 
Adriatic, or stop their entrance in the mouth of 
the Hellespont. But all force may annihilated 
by the negligence of the prince and the venality 
of his ministers. The great duke, or admiral, 
made a scandalous, almost a public, auction of the 
sails, the masts, and the rigging; the roy:il forests 
were reserved for the more important purpose of 
the chace; and the trees, says Nicetas, were 
^guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves of reli¬ 
gious worship’'-'. From his dream of pride, Alex¬ 
ius ^vas awakened by the siege of Zara, and the 
rajjid advances of the Latins; as soon as he saw 
the danger was real, he thought it inevitable, and 
uis vain presumption was lost in abject despond- 
.ency and despair. He suffered these contemptible 
Barbarians to pitch their camp in the sight of the 
palace \ and his apprehensions were thinly dis¬ 
guised by the pomp and menace of a suppliant em¬ 
bassy. The sovereign of the Romans was asto¬ 
nished (his ambassadors rvere instructed to say) at 
the hostile appearance of the strangers. If these 
pilgrims were sincere in their vow for the deliver¬ 
ance of Jeru^lem, his voice must applaud, and 
his treasures should assist, their pious design; but 
should they dare to ipvade the sanctuary of em¬ 
pire, their numbers, were they ten times more 
considerable, si^mild not protect them from his just 
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quam illos in toto nsvigio. Haltebat enim mille st sexoentas pis- 

catorbj n»ves .BeUicis autan-live incrcatorias liabcbdiit 

infinitiB multitudinii et portutn tnfistiffiann. Gunthfr, Hist. C.F. 
c. 8. p. IQ. 

^ KoAsavp Uoay oKTtur, ttwfo' Ic KOi ito^vTfUTuvwtifittdrvfuptitayra 
ravTtHn. .-I>iicet4» in Alex. Comneno, 1. iii. c. Q. p. 3^8. 
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SIQ the decline and fall 

CflAP. resentment., The answer of the doge and barons 
was simple and magnanimous. “ In the cause of 
“ honour and justice.” they, said, “ we despise 
“ the usurper of Qreece, his threats; and his of- 
*■ fers. 0?«’ friendship and Aw allegiance are 
“ due to the lawful heir, to the young prince, who 
“ is seated among us, and to his father, the em- 
“ peror Isaac, who has been deprived of his scep- 
“ tre, his freedom, and his eyes, by the crime of 
“ an ungrateful brother. Let that brother con- 
“ fess his guilt, and implore forgiveness, and we 
“ ourselves will intercede, that he may be per- 
“ mitted to live in affluence and security. But 
“ let him not insult us by a second message : our 
“ reply wfll be made in arms, m the palace ofXon-, 
“ stautinople.” 

Passage of On the tenth day of their encampment at Scu- 
tari, the crusaders prepared themselves, as soldiers 
<>•’ and as catholics, for the passage of the Bosidiorus. 
Perilous indeed was the adventmc; the stream 
.was broad and rapid; in a calm the current of the 
Luxinc might drive down the liquid and unex- 
tiuguishablcfflres of the Greeks ; and the opposite 
shores of Europe were defended by seventy thousand 
horse and foot in fonpidable array. On this me¬ 
morable day, which haj^jened to be bright and 
pleasant, the Latips were distributed in six battles 
or dividops; the first, or vanguard, was led by 
the count of Flanders, one of the most powerful 
of the Christian print^ in the skill and number 
of his cross-bows. Jsnr auecessive battles of 

the French were conmiJ^ed by bis brother Hen¬ 
ry, the counts of St. Pol and Blois, and Matthew 
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of Montmorency; the last of whom was honoured chap. 
by the voluntarj' service of the marshal and nobles 
of Champagne. The sixth division, the rear¬ 
guard and reserve of the army, was* conducted by 
the marquis of Montferrat, at the head of the 
Germans and Lombards. The chargors, saddled, 
with their long caparisons dragging on the ground, 
were embarked in the flat palandcr/'^ ; and the 
knights stood by the side of their horses, in com¬ 
plete armour, their helmets laced, and their lances 
in their hands. Their numerous train of scr- 
jeants^^ and archers occupied the transports; and 
each transport was towed by the strength and 
swiftness of a galley. The six divisions traverscHl 
the Bosphorus, without encountering an enemy or 
an obstacle; to land the foremost was the wish, 
to conquer or die was the resolution, of every di¬ 
vision and of every soldier. Jealous of the pre¬ 
eminence of danger, the knights in their heavy 
armour leaped into the sea, when it rose as high 
as their girdle; the serjeants and archers w ere 
animated by their valour; and the squires, letting 

<’•> From the version of Vignerc I adopt the rvcll-soiindinu' A^ord 
palandcT, ^vhich is still used, 1 believe, in ilic Mediterr,iiif,ui. I’-iii 
had 1 written in French, I should have preferred the original and 
expressive denomination of veniirt or huiisiers, from th^: huis, m 
door, which was letdown as a draw-bridge; but which, at sea, 
was closed into the side of the ship (sec Ducange au V iliehardouiii, 

N». 14. and JoinviUe, p. 27 , 2S. edit, du Louvre.). 

To avoid the vague expresMons of follow'erB, itc. I use, after 
VUIehardouin, the word injeunt.^ fur all horsemtm who were not 
knights. There were seijeanta at armi, ai'id icljeants at law; and 
if we visit the parade and Westminatex-hall. we nwjf observe the 
strange result of the distinction (Diieajjge, GJo»4sr. Ijiun. Smi- 
etnUt, itc, tom. vi. p. SC6 —^231.). 
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CHAT, flown tlie draw-bridges of the palanders, led the 
, horses to the shore. Before the squadrons could 
mount, and form, and couch their lances, the se¬ 
venty thousand Greeks had vanished from their 
sight; the timid Alexius gave the example to his 
troops ; and it was only by the plunder of his rich 
pavilions that the Latins were informed that they 
had fought against an emperor. In the first con¬ 
sternation of the flying enemy, they resolved, by a 
double attack, to open the entrance of the liarbour. 
The tower of Galata"^, in the suburb of Pcr.n, wtis 
attacked and stormed by the French, while the 
Venetians assumed the more difficult task of for¬ 
cing the boom or chain that was stretched from 
that tower to the Byzantine shore. After some 
fruitless attempts, their intrepid perseverance pre¬ 
vailed; twenty ships of war, the relies of the Gre¬ 
cian navy, were either sunk or taken: the enor¬ 
mous and massy links of iron were cut asunder by 
the shears, or broken by the weight, of the gallieg^’^’; 
and the Venetian fleet, safe and triumphant, rode 
at anchor in the port' of Constantinople. By 
these daring Achievements, a remnant of twenty 

It is needless to obserfc, Ijiat on ibe subject of Galata, the 
cbaln, Stc. Dncatlge is accurate and full. Consult likewise the 
proper cliaplers of the' C. P. Christiana of the same author. Thtr 
iiiliat)itants of Galata were so'vain and ignorant, that they applied 
to theinsel»es St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians. 

The vcsnifhat broke the chain was.named the Eagle, AyuUa 
(Dandol. Chrbnieon, p. 322.), which Blondos (de Gealia Venct.) 
haschanged iato i^Uffctheporth-wind. Ducange, Observations, 
N’>, 03. Rtaiistoin* tlae IgUcf but lie had hot seen the nv 

spectable tern-of Daatlolq, w^.dld hy enough camkler the topo¬ 
graphy of tbie The ,«oiiXh-ca»t would .bar*”!}®;]! a more 

dliectual -wind. 
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tTioiisand Latins solicited the licence of bosic2.ing C HAP. 

^ 1 X 

a capital which contjaiied above four hundred thou- 
sand inhabitants^ able, though nut willing, to 
bear arras in tlie defence of their counti’}-. Such 
an account would indeed suppose a population of 
near two millions; but whatever abatement may 
be required in the numbers of the Greeks, llie 
ht'lief of those numbers will equally exalt the fear¬ 
less spirit of their assailants. 

In the choice of the attack, the Frencli and 
Venetians were divided by their habits of life and 
warfare. The former affirmed with truth, that 
Constantinople was most accessible on the side of 
the sea and the harbour. The latter might assert 
witlr honour, that they had long enough trustetl 
• their lives and fortunes to a frail bark and a jne- 
carious element, and loudly demanded a trial of 
knighthood, a firm ground, and a close onset, 
either on foot or horseback. After a prudent 
compromise, of cmplo}ing the two nations by 
sea and land, in the service best suited to tlieir 
character, the fleet covering the anny, they both 
proceeded from the entrance to the e.Ktremitv of 
the harbour : the stone bridge of the riccr was 
hastily repaired ; and the si.x; battles of the French 
fonned their encampment against the front of the 


rir^t Mcgf 
jll'l tull- 

( 'nll-il.'inu- 
no])Ic liy 
(he ) III", 
Jul'. 'ci- 


Quiare cens rail homes on |)lus (Villtliardouiii, N“. 
must be understood of met! of u luditars' afte. l.e Beau (Hut. dii 
Baj Empire, tom. x.'t. p. 417.1 allows Constantinople a million of 
inhabitants, of whom C0,000 horse, and an infinite nttrahyr of 
foot soldiers. Jn its present decay, th^ capital of the Ottoman 
empire may contain 4tX),00n souls (Boll’s Travels, toI. ii. p. 401, 
■402.); but as the,Turks keep no registers, and as circunistaneos 
are fallacious, it is impossible to ascertain (Niebutir, \'oyago cn 
Arable, tom. i. p. W, ly.) the real populousness of their cities 
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LX. 


capital, the basis of the triangle which runs about 
four miles from the port to the Propontis®\ On 
the edge of a"broad ditch, at the foot of a lofty 
rampart, they had leisure to contemplate the dif¬ 
ficulties of their enterprise. The gates to the right 
and left -of their narrow comp poured forth fre¬ 
quent sallies of cavalry and light-infan tr}’, which 
cut off their stragglers, swept the country of pro¬ 
visions, sounded the alarm five or six times in the 
course of each day, and compelled them to plant 
a pallisadc, and sink an entrenchment, for their 
immediate safety. In the supplies and convoys 
th(? Venetians had been too sparing, or the Franks 
too voracious : the usual complaints of hunger 
and scarcity were heard, and perliaps felt: their 
stock of flour would be exhausted in three weeks ; 
and their disgust of salt meat tempted them to 
taste the flesh of their horses. The trembling 
usurper was supported by Theodore Lascaris, his 
son-in-law', a valiant youth, who aspired to save 
and to rule his country; the Greeks, regardless 
of that coimtry, were awakened to the defence of 
their religion ; but their firmest hope was in the 
strength and spirit of the Varangian guards, of 
the Danes and English, as they are named in the 
writers of the times*. After ten days incessant 


On the most cornel plana of Constantinople, I know not 
how to measure more than 4000 paces. Yet Villehardouin com¬ 
putes the three leagues (Nti. 86.). If his eye were not 

deceived, lie tnuat reckon bjr.lhe old Gallic league of 1500 paces, 
which migtit still be used in.fitetnpagne. 

* The guards, the Varaa^^* styled by thllchardouin (N". 89 . 
96. kc.), Engloif.dt Danoii' ivec leurs liachcs. Whales# had 
been their origin, a French pilgrim could not be mistaken in the 
nations of which they were at that time composed. 
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labour, the ground was levelled, the ditch filled, chap. 
the approaches, of the besiegers were regularly 
made, and two hundred and fifty engines of 
assault exercised their various powers to clear the 
rampart, to batter the walls, and to sap the foun¬ 
dations. On the first appearance of a breach, 
the scaling-ladders were apphed; the numbers 
that defended the vantage-ground repulsed and 
oppressed tlie atlventurous Latins; but they ad¬ 
mired the resolution o^ fifteen knights and ser- 
jeants, who had gained ascent, and main¬ 
tained their perilous station till they were preci¬ 
pitated or made prisoners by the Imperial guards. 

On the side of the harbour the naval attack ^vas 
more successfully conducted by the Venetians; 
and that industrious people employed every re¬ 
source that was known and practised before the 
invention of gunpowder. A double line, tliree 
bow-shots in front, was formed by the gallics ami 
ships; and the swift motion of the former w as 
supporter! by the weight and loftiness of tlic 
latter, whose decks, and poops, and turret, were 
the platforms of military engines, that diseliarged 
their shot over the heads of the first line. The 
soldiers, wlio leaped from the gallies on shore, 
immediately planted and ascended their scaling- 
ladders, while the large ships, advancing more 
slowly into the intervals, and lowering a draw¬ 
bridge, opened a way through the air from their 
masts to the rampart. In -the midst of the con¬ 
flict, the doge, a veneraide and conspicuous 
form, stood 'aloft, in complete armour, on the 
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CHAP, prow of his galley. The great standard of St. 
]\Iark was di^layed before him ; his threats, 
promises, an^ji exhortations,' urged the diligence 
of the rowers; his vessel was the first that struck; 
and Dandolo was the first warrior on tlie shore. 
The nations admired the magnanimity of the 
blind old man, wthout reflecting that his age and 
infirmities diminished the price of life, and en¬ 
hanced the value of immortal glory. On a sudden, 
by an invisible band (for the standard-bearer was 
probably slain), the banner of the republic was 
fixed on the rampart: twenty-five towers were ra¬ 
pidly occupied; and, by the cruel expedient of 
fire, the Greeks were driven from the adjacent 
quarter. The doge had dispatched the intelligence 
of his success, when he was checked by the danger 
of his confederates. Nobly declaring, that he 
would rather die with the pilgrims than gain a 
victory by their destruction, Dandolo relinquished 
his advantage, recalled his troops, and hastened to 
the scene of action. He found the six weary di¬ 
minutive battles of the French encompassed by 
sixty squadrons of the Greek cavalry, the least of 
which was more numerous than the largest of their 
divisions. Shame and despair had provoked Ale.xius 
to the last effort of a general sally; but he was 
awed.by the firm order and manly aspect of the 
Latins ; and, after skirmishing at a distance, with¬ 
drew his troops in the close of the evening. 
The silence or tumult of the night exasperated 
his fears; and the tiinid usurper, collecting a 
treasure of too thousand pounds of -gold, basely 
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(Iceerted his wife, liis people, and liis fortune; chap. 
threw liimself into a bark, stole through the Bos- 
phorus, and landed in shameful satfty in an ob¬ 
scure harbour of Thrace. As soon as they were 
apprised of liis flight, the Greek nobles souglit 
pardon and peace in the dungeon where the blind 
Isaac expected each hour the visit of the execu¬ 
tioner. Again saved and exalted by the vicissi¬ 
tudes of fortune, the captive in his Imperial robes 
was replaccfl on the throne, and surrounded 'w ith 
prostrate slaves, whose real terror and affected joy 
he was incapable of discerning. At the dawn of 
day hostilities were suspended; and the Latin 
chiefs wei e surprised by a message from the lawful 
and reigning emperor, who was impatient to em- 
■--brace his son, and to reward his generous deli¬ 
verers''. ■ 

But tjicse generous deliverers were unwilling to Rcsiora- 
release their hostage, till they had obtained from 
his father the payment, or at least the promise, of I'UcAn- 
their recompense. They chose four ambassadors, f,ii,”on'* 
Matthew, of Montmorenev, our historian the mar- 
shal of Champagne, and two \^enetians, to con¬ 
gratulate the emperor. The gates were thrown 
open on their approach, the streets on both sides 
were lined with the battle-axes of the Danish and 
English guard; the presence-chamber glittered 

1^7 For the first siege and conquest of Constantinople, \vc may 
read the original letter of the crusaders to Jiinoccnt J 11 . Gesta, 
c, 91 . p. 533 , 534 . Villchardouin, No. 75—<»9- Nicetas in Alexio - 
Comnen. I. iii. c. 10 . p. 341 )—352. Dandolo, in Chron. p. 322. 

Guix.tlier, and his abbot Martin, were not \et returned from their 
obstinate pilgrimage*to Jerusalem, or St. Joint d'Acre, where the 
greatest [tart of the company had died of the plague. 
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CHAP, with gold and jetvels, the false substitutes of \ir- 
tue and power; by the side^of the bhnd Isaac, his 
wife was seated, the sister of the king of Hun¬ 
gary ; and by her appearance, the noble matrons 
of Greece were drawn from their domestic retire¬ 
ment, and mingled with the circle of senators and 
soldiers. The Latins, by the mouth of the mar¬ 
shal, spoke like men, conscious of their merits, 
but who respected the work of their own hands; 
and the emperor clearly understood, that his son’s 
engagements with Venice and the pilgrims must 
be ratified without hesitation or delay. With¬ 
drawing into a private chamber with the cniprcs.s, 

. a chamberlain, an interpreter, and the four am¬ 
bassadors, the father of young Alexius enquired 
with some anxiety into the nature of ,his stipula¬ 
tions. The submission of the Eastern empire to 
the pope, the succour of the Holy Land, and a 
present contribution of two huudred .thousand 
marks of silver—" These conditions are weighty,” 
was his prudent reply; “ they arc hard to accept, 

“ and difficult to perform. But no conditions 
“ can exceed the measure of your services and 
" deserts.” After this satisfactory assurance, the 
barons mounted on holdback, and introduced the 
heir of Constantinople to the city and palace: his 
youth and marvellous adventures engaged every 
heart in his favour, and Alexius was solemnly 
crowned with his father in the dome of St. Sophia. 
In the first days of his' reign, the people, already 
blessed with the restoration of plenty and peace, 
was delighted by the joyful catastrophe of the tra- 
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geily; and the discontent of the nobles, their cilAP. 
regret, and their fears,, were covered by the polished 
surface of pleasure and loy'alty. Thv mixture of 
two discordant nations in the same capital, might 
have been pregnant with mischief and danger; 
and the suburb of Galata, or Pera, was assigned 
for the quarters of the French and Venetians. 

But the liberty of trade and familiar intercourse 
was allowed between the friendly nations; and 
each day the pilgiims were tempted by devotion 
or curiosity to visit the churches and palaces of 
Constantinople. Their rude minds, insensible per¬ 
haps of tlie finer arts, were astonished by the mag¬ 
nificent scenery: and the poverty of their native 
towms enhanced the populousness and riches of 
the first metropolis of Christendom"*'. Descend¬ 
ing from his state, young Alexius was prompted 
by interest and gratitude to repeat his frequent 
and familiar visits to his Latin allies; and in the 
freedom of tlie table, the gay petulance of the 
French sometimes forgot the emperor of the Fast'*'. 

In their most senous conferences, it was agreed, 
that the re-union of the,two churches must be the 

Compare, in the rude energy of Villehardoum (N'’. fiii. 

100.), the inside and Outside views of Constantinople, and tlii ii 
imprcsbiori on the minds of the pilgrims. telle i ille (says lie) ipic 
de toutes Its autres ere souveraine. Sec the parallel passages of 
Fulcherms Camolerisis, Hist- Hierosol. 1. i. c, 4. and W ill. Tyi. 
ii. 3. \x. 2ti. 

As ihev played at dice, the Latins took off his diadem, and 
clapped on his head a woollett or luity cap, to kiu 

vayH\otTof Kort^viraivtif oyofMi (Nicetas, ]i .S.iS ). If these merry 
companions were Venetians, it was the iiisoleiicc of trade and a 
commomwealth. 
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CHAP, result of patience and time; but avarice was less 
tractable than zeal; and a large sum was instantly 
disbursed to* appease the wants, and silence the 
importunity, of the crusaders’". Alexius was alann- 
cd by the approacliing hour of their departure: 
their absence might have relieved him from tlic 
engagement which he was yet*incapable of per¬ 
forming ; but his friends would have left him, 
naked and alone, to the caprice and prejudice of a 
perfidious nation. He wished to bribe their stay, 
the delay of a year, by undertaking to defray tlicir 
expence, and to satisfy, in their name, the freight 
of the Venetian vessels. The offer was agitated 
in the council of the barons; and, after a repeti¬ 
tion of their debates and scniples, a majority of 
votes again acquiesced in the advice of the doge’ 
and the prayer of the young emperor. At the 
price of sixteen hundred pounds of gold, he pre¬ 
vailed on tlie marquis of Montferrat to lead him 
with an army round the provinces of Europe ; to 
establish his authority, and pursue his uncle, 
while Constantinople was awed by the presence 
of Baldwin and his confederates of France and 
Flanders, The expedition was successful; the 
blind emperor exulted in the success of his arms, 
and listened to the predictions of his flatterers, 

70 Villehardouin, N". 101. Dandolo, p. 322. Tho doge afFimi', 
that the Venetians were paid moxe ilowly than the French; but 
he owns, lliat the histories of the two nations differed on that 
subject. Had he read ViiielwTdouiii ? The Greek* complained, 
however, quod totius Gr®clj; opes transtulisset. (Giirlther, Hist. 
C. P. c. 13.}. Sec the lamentations and invectives of Nicetas 
(JL 355.). 
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that the same Prowdence whicli had raised him chap. 
from the dungeon to the throne, would heal his 
gout, restore his sight, and watch over the long 
prosperity of his reign. Yet the mind of the sus¬ 
picious old man was tormented by the rising glo¬ 
ries of his son; nor could his pride conceal from 
his envy, that, while his own name was pronounced 
in faint and reluctant acclamations, the royal 
youth was the theme of spontaneous and universal 
praise’h 

By the recent invasion, the Greeks were awak- 
cned from a dream of nine centuries; from the (Wrecks 
vain presumption that the capital of the Homan 
empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The 
strangers of the AVest had violated the city, and 
bestowed the sceptre, of Constantine: their Impe¬ 
rial clients soon became as unpopular as them¬ 
selves : .the well-known \'ices of Isaac were ren¬ 
dered still more contemptible by his infinnities, 
and the young Alexius was hated as an apostate, 
who had renounced the manners and religion of 
his country. His secret covenant with the liatins 
was divulged or suspected; the people, and espe¬ 
cially the clergy, were devoutly attached to their 
faith and superstition; and every convent, and 
every shop, resounded with the danger of the 
church, and the tyranny of the pope’*. An empty 
treasury could ill supply the demands of regal 

The rejgn of Alexius Comnenas occupies three book, in 
Micetas, p, 291—353. The short restoration of Isruic ami hi^ son 
is dispatdhcd in five chapters, p. 353—‘3C2. 

When Nicetas reproaches Alexius for his impious league, he 
hcatows the liarshcst names on the pope’s new religion, utt^ay *ai 
’^‘rnvTKTtnr ... ^on«(cTfoT7)i> wirw .. . tuiv tvv Iliura 
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luxury aud foreign extortionthe Greeks refused, 
to avert, by a general tax, the impending evils of 
servitude and pillage; the oppression of the rich 
excited a m'ore dangerous aud personal resent¬ 
ment ; and if the emperor melted the plate, and 
despoiled the images, of the sanctuary, he seemed 
to justify the complaints of heresy and sacrilege. 
JDuring the absence of marquis Boniface and his 
Imperial pupil, Constantinople was visited with a 
calamity which might be justly imputed to the 
zeal and indiscretion of the Flemish pilgrims’ '. 
In one of their visits to the city, they were scan¬ 
dalized by the aspect of a mosch or synagogue, in 
which one God was worshipped, without a partner 
or a son. Their effectual mode of controversy was 
to attack the infidels with the sword, and their_ 
habitation with fire: but the infidels, aud some 
Christian neighbours, presumed to defend their 
lives and properties; and the flames which bigotry 
had kindled consumed the most orthodox and in¬ 
nocent structures. During eight days and nights, 
the conflagration spread above a league in front, 
from the harbour to the Propontis, over the thick¬ 
est and most populous regions of tlie city. It is 
not easy to count the stately churches and palaces 
that were reduced to a smoking ruin, to value the 

, . fifra9^iy rt teat jisravonjtrir rmf ufoAojitr 'Voj^uuotr tSav (p, 348.). 
Such was the sincere language of evet^ Greek to the last gasp of 
lli« eaiiiire. 

Nicetas (p. 355.) is positive m the charge, and specifies the 
Flemings (*A<vusvet), though he is wrong in supi>o»ing it an ancient 
name. V illehardouin (N". lOf.) exculpates the barons, and is 
Ignorant (perhaps affectedly igBOiant) of the names of the gudiy. 
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racrchandisc that pdhshed iiv the trailing streets, 
or to number the hxnnlies tliat were involved in 
the common destruction. Ey this outrage, which 
the doge and tlie bjtrons in vain a^cted to dis¬ 
claim, the name of the Latins became still more 
unpopular; and the colony of that nation, above 
fifteen thousand persons, consulteil their safvty in 
a hasty retreat from the city to the protection of 
their standard in the suburb of Pera. The cin- 
]>eror retunicd in triumph; but the firmest and 
most dextrous policy would have been insufficient 
to steer him through the tempest, which over¬ 
whelmed the person and government of that un- 
happy youth. His own inclination, and his fa¬ 
ther’s advice, attached him to his benefactors; but 
Alexins hesitated between gratitude and patri¬ 
otism, between tlie fear of his subjects and of his 
allies' b , Ey his feeble and fluctuating conduct he 
lost the esteem and confidence of both ; and, while 
he invited the marquis of Montferrat to occupy 
the palace, he suffered the nobles to conspire, and 
the people to arm, for the deliverance of their 
country. Regardless of his painful situation, the 
Latin chiefs repeated their demands, resented his 
delays, suspecteil his intentions, and exacted a 
decisive answer of peace or war. The haughty 
summons was delivered by three French knights 
and three Venetian deputies, who girded their 

’■* Compare the suspicions and complaints ofNiCclas (ji 3')f)— 
362 .) with the blunt charges of Baldwin of 1'landers (Gesta Iimo- 
<rent. Ill, c. 92. p. 634 .), cum patriarcha et mole nobiliuiii, uni,11 
ptomissis perjurus et mendax. 


Cll.VP. 

LX. 
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CHAP, sworcls, mounted their horses, pierced through 
the angiy multitude, and entered, with a fearless 
countenance^ the palace and'presence of the Greek 
emperor. In a peremptory tone, they recapitu¬ 
lated their services and his engagements; and 
boldly declared, that unless their just claims 
were fully and immediately satisfied, they should 
no longer hold him either as a sovereign or a 
friend. After this defiance, the first that had 
ever wounded an Imperial ear, they departed 
without betraying any symptoms of fear; but 
their escape from a servile palace and a furious 
city astoni.shcd the ambassadors themselves; and 
their return to the camp was the signal of mu¬ 
tual hostility. 

Thf wir Among the Greeks, all authority and wisdona- 

AloTauA. overborne by the impetuous multitude, who 
mistook their rage for valour, their numbers for 
strength, and their fanaticism for the support and 
inspiration of Heaven. In the eyes of both nations 
Alexius was false and contemptible: the base and 
spurious race of tlie Angeli was rejected with cla¬ 
morous disdain; and the people of,Constantinople 
encompassed the senate, to dcmand»at their hands 
a more worthy emperor. To every senator, con- 
si)icuous by his birth or dignity, they succes¬ 
sively presented tire purple: by each senator 
the deadly garment was repulsed: the contest 
lasted three days; and we may learn from the 
historian Nicetas, one of the members of the 
assembly, that fear and weakness were the guar- 
dkihs of their loyalty. A phantom, who vanish¬ 
ed ih oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed by the 
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crowd"'; but the autlior of the tumult, and the CHAP, 
leader of the war, was a juince of tlie house of 
Ducas; and liis common appellation of iMexius 
must be di'icriminated ItV the epithet of IMour- 
zouHe'which in the vuli^ar idiom exjircsscd the 
close junction of his black and shagf^y e\'e-brn-,vs. 

At once a patriot and a courtier, the ]K‘rficlinus 
IMourzoufle, who was not destitute of cuuninjr 
and courage, opposed the Latins both in speech 
and action, inflamed the passions and jirejudices 
of the Grecks||and insinuated himself into the 
favour and confidence of Alexius, who trusted 
him with the office of great chamberlain, and 
tinged his buskins with the colours of royalty. 

At tlie dead of night, he rinshcd into the bed¬ 
chamber with an affrighted aspect, exclaiming 
that the palace was attacked by the people and 
betrayed by the guards. Starting from his conch, 
the unsuspecting prince threw himself into the 
arms of his enemy, who had contrived his cscajie 
by a piivatc staircase. Eut that staircase termi¬ 
nated in a prison : Alexius was seized, stripped, 
and loaded with chains; and. after tasting some Air\ius 
(lays the bitteniess of death, he was poisoned, or f,,iii,r ile- 
strangled, or beaten with clubs, at the command, 
or in the presence, of the tyrant. The Cmperor iic, I'cn.« 

Hii name iias Nicliol.i': t'analue;, he drserxcil llie [ir-iec , ) 

^icetds and the vengeance of Mourzonlh- a6c,,i 

^ illchardouin (X " Ilh ) speaks, of liiin as a fnonriie, w ithout 
l.nc'wing that he was a jirinci' of the hlood, Aii^ilns and Ditcwf. 

Itiicangc, who pries jntn everv corner, hcluwvs him to he ilie son 
of Jsa.ir Dura* Scliastorrator, and second cousin ol joung Alexins 

VOL. XI. Q 
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THE BECLH^H and FALL 

Isaac Aiigclus soon followed 'his son to the grave, 
and iMourzouflc, perhaps, might spare the super¬ 
fluous ciini© of hastening the extiuetion of im¬ 
potence and blindness. 

The death of the emperors, and the usuqiation 
of JVlomzoufle, had changed the nature of the 
(puvrrSl. It was no longer the disagreement of 
allies who over-valued their services, or neglected 
tlieir obligations: the French and Venetians 
forgot their com])laints against Alexius, dropt a 
tear on the untimely fate of i||^oir companion, 
and swore revenge against the perfidious nation 
wIk) Inul crowned his assassin. Yet the prudent 
doge was still inclined to negociate; he asked 
as a debt, a subsidy, or a fine, fifty thousand 
pounds of gold, about two millions sterling; 
nor would the conference have been abruptly 
broken, if the zeal, or policy, of Mourzoufic liad 
not refused to sacrifice the Greek church to the 
safety of the state'h Amidst the invcctires of 
his foreign and domestic enemies, we may discern, 
that he was not unworthy of the character which 
he had assumed, of the public champion: the 
second siege of Constantinople was far more 
laborious than the first; the treasury was re¬ 
plenished, and discipline was restored, by a severe 
inquisition into the abuses of the former reign; 
and IMourzoufle, an iron mace in his hand, visiting 
the posts, and affecting the port and aspect of a 

'7 Till.', nogociaiion, prohatlc in itself, and attested by Nicft.i' 
(p. oG.i.), is (imitted .is scandalous by the delicacy of Dandulo and 
Villehardoitin. 
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warrior, was an olijcct of terror to his soldiers, 
at least, and to his kinsmen. Before and after 
the death of Alexins, the Grwks made two 
vigoroa-s and wcll-conduetcd attempts to burn tiie 
navy in tlie harbov.r; but the skill and courage of 
the Venetians repulsed tlie tire-ships : and the 
vagrant Hames wasted themselves without injury 
in the sea ". In a nocturnal sallv the Greek 
emperor was vaiujuished by Hcnrv, l)rol]ier of the 
count of Flaiuh'rs; the advantages of number and 
surprise aggravated the shame of his defeat; his 
buckler was found on the iicld of l)attle: and tlie 
Imperial standard’', a divine image of the X'irgin, 
was j)rc.sented, as a trojdiv and a relic, to the 
Cistercian monks, the disciples of St. Bernard. 
Near three months, without cxce])ting the holy 
season of Lent, were consumed in skirmishes and 
preparations, before the Latins were ready or 
resolved for a general assault, The land fortifica¬ 
tions had been found impregnalde; and the 
\"enetian pilots represented, that, on tlie sliore of 
the Propontis, the anchorage was unsafe, and the 
ships must be driven by the current far away to 
the streights of the IIelles}X)nt; a jirospect not 
unpleasing to the reluctant pilgrims, who sought 
ever}' opportunity of breaking the army. From 

Bjidwiii niciillons both atU'inpts to fire the fleet glen (' ii'J 
r .‘'34, 53s.), Villchartlotiiii (N". 113 — ll.'i'l only (lesenhes ilu- 
first. It is reitiarkablc, that neither of these vveniors oltreivc anv 
peculiar projicrties in the Creel, lire. 

'3 Ducange (N.’. lltl.) pours forlh ,i torrent of Ic,truing on the 
Ciimfanim Jrspnial. Tins hannor of the Virgin is shonn at \ enice 
it' a trophy and relic ■ if it he eenaine, the pious doge rntjst have 
cheated the monks <4' Cite ULIX. 
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CHAI^ the liarhoiir, therefore, the assault was determinetl 
hy tlje assailants, and expected by the besieged; 
and the emperor had placed his scarlet pa\ilions 
on a neigliboiiring height, to direct and animate 
the efforts of his troops. A fearless spectator, 
whose mind could entertain tlic ideas of pomp 
and pleasure, might have- admired tlie long array 
of two embattled armies, which extended above 
lialf a league, the one on tlie ships and gullies, 
the other on the walls and towers raised ab()\c 
the ordinary level by several stages of wooden 
turrets. Their first fury was spent in the dis¬ 
charge of darts, stones, and fire, from the engines; 
but the water was deep ; the French were bold ; 
the \’enetians were skilful; they a])proachcd 
the walls; and a desperate conflict of swords, 
spears, and battle-axes, was fought on the 
trembling bridges that grappled the floating, to 
the stable, batteries. In more than an hundred 
j)lace.s the assault was urged, and the defence 
was sustained ; till the superiority of ground 
and numbers finally prevailed, and the I>atin 
trumpets souniled a retreat. On the ensuing 
days, the attack was renewed with equal rigour, 
and a similar event; and, in the night, the doge 
and the barons held a council, apprehensive oidy 
for the public danger : not a voice pronounced 
the words of escape or treaty ; and each warrior, 
according to his temper, embraced the hope of 
victory, or the assurance of a glorious death 
By the experience of the former .siege, the 

■<' Villehanioiiin (N". IC’fi ) confesses, that mult cregrantpcril, and 
Gunlherus tHist. C.P. c. m.) afiirms, that nulfti spcsvictorixirridert 
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Greeks were instructed, but the Latins were chap. 
animated; and the_ knowledge that Constanti- 
nople )x! taken, A^as of ijaore avail tlian 

the local precautions winch that knowledge had 
inspired for its defence. In the third assault, 
two ships were linked together to double their 
strength ; a strong north wind drove them on 
tlie sliore; the bishops of Troyes and Soissons led 
tlic van : and the auspicious names of the j)d- 
grhn and the pa?ri(/ise resounded along the 
line'. 'fhe episcopal banners were dis]ila\ed 
on the walls; an hundred marks of silver had 
been promised to the first adxeiiturers ; and if 
their reward • was interce])tcd bv death, their 
names have been immortalised by fame, h'our 
to'vcrs were scaled ; three gates were burst open ; 
and the hVencli knights, who might tremble on 
the waves, felt themselves invincible on horse¬ 
back on the solid ground. Shall 1 ndate that 
the thousands who guarded the emperor's per¬ 
son. fled on the approach, and Ix'fore the lance, 
of a single warrior? Their igii.miinious flight 
is attested by their countryman Nicetas: an 
army of phantoms marched with the b'rench 
hero, and he was magnified to a giant in the eves 
of the Greeks’'. While the fe.githcs destried 

P'Ucrat Ycl thekniglit (le«ipiscb tlio'sc who thought offlighi, lud 
the monk preuscs countrvnuui who wero resoUeJ on dva.ii. 

Baldwin, and all the writers, honour tiio names of ihac twi| 
gillies, felici auspicin 

\Vith an allusion to Ilonicr, Nicetas calls'hnn 
hine orjjN’ac, or tightoen yard* high, a stature \Nlach woul(l> Indetid, 
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their posts and cast away their arms, the Latins 
entered the city under the banners of their leaders: 
the streets and, gates open-ed for their passage; 
and either design or accident kindled a third con¬ 
flagration, which consumed in a few hours the 
measure of three of the largest cities of France^'l 
In the close of the evening, the barons checked 
their troops, and fortified their stations: they 
were awed by the extent and populousncss of the 
capital, whicli might yet require the labour of a 
month, if the churches and palaces were conscious 
of tlicir internal strength. But in tlie morning, 
a siqrpliant procession, with crosses and images, 
announced the submission of the Greeks, and de¬ 
precated the wrath of the conquerors ; the usurper 
escaped through the golden gate: the palaces of 
Blachcma? and Boucoleon were occupied by the 
count of Flanders and the marquis of jNIontfer- 
rat; and the empire, which still bore the name of 
Constantine, and the title of Roman, was sub¬ 
verted by the arms of the Latin pilgrims"'. 


ha\cc\ruEcd the terror of the Greek. On this oocasion, the histo¬ 
rian secina fonder of the nian'cllous, than of his country, or perhaps 
of truth. Baldwin exclaims in the words of the psalmist.pcrsequi- 
turunus ex nnbis centum dlieuos. 

ttJ Vilkhnrdouin (N'' 130) is again ignorant of the authors of 
ifus more legitimate fire, which is ascribed bv Gunther to a (|uidam 
comes Tculonicus (c. 14.). They seem ashamed, the incendiaries! 

w For the second siege and conquest of Constantinople, see 
Vlllehardouin 113—132.), Baldwin’s iid Epistle to Innocent 

III. (Gesta, c. <)2. p. 534—537.), with the whole reign of Mour- 
xoefle, m. Nicetas (p. 3C3—375), and borrow some hints from 
DandolofChron. Venct. p.323—330.) andGupthcr (Hist. C.P.e.l4 



OF THE EOMAN' EMPIIIE. 

Constantinople liad been taken by storm; ami 
no restraints, except tliosc of religion and humanity, 
were imposed on the^i^uerors Ji*j the laws of 
war. Bi)niface, marquis of IMontterrat. still acted 
as their general; and the Greeks, who revered his 
name as that of their future sovereign, were heard 
to exclaim iii a lamentable tone, “ Holy marquis- 
king, have mercy ujion ns !” His prudence or com¬ 
passion opened the gates of the city to the fugi¬ 
tives ; and he exhorted the soldiers of the cross 
to spare the lives of their fellow-Christians. 'fhe 
streams of blood that flow down the pages of Nice¬ 
tas, may be reduced to t^c slaughter of two thou¬ 
sand of his unresisting countrjmen ''; and the 
greater part was massacred, not by the strangens, 
but by the Lfatiiis, who had been driven from the 
city, audwiio exercised the revenge of a triumphant 
faction'. Yet of these exiles, some were less mind¬ 
ful of injuries than of benefits ; and Nicetas him¬ 
self was indebted, for his safety to the generosity 
of a Venetian merchant. I’opc Innocent the 
third accuses the pilgrims of respecting, in tlieir 
Inst, neither age nor sex, nor religious profession ; 
and bitterly laments that the deeds of darkness, 
fornication, adultery, and incest, were perpetrated 
in open day; and that noble matrons and Inly 


—18.) who add the decorations of ]iro|ih6cy'and »i«ioii. Tin? 
fornicr produce.s an or.icle of the Er>'thra'.u) of a great arnu- 

ment on the .\driauc, under a blind chief, against Its raiiliuiii, S e 
t urions enough, were the prediction anterior to the fact. 

Cccidcrnnt ^amen cl die civium quasi duo millta, &.c, 
(.(runther, c. IS.) Arrthmeiic is an excellent touchstone to tty 
the amplifications rtf passion and rhetoric. 


2;}l 
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CHAP, nuns were polluted by the grooms and peasants 
of the Catliolic camp"*’. It is indeed probable 
that tile licence of victory prompted and covered a 
multitude of sins: but iTis certain, that the capi¬ 
tal of the East contained a stock of venal or will¬ 
ing beauty, sufficient to satiate the desires of 
twenty thousand pilgrims: and female prisoners 
w'ere no longer subject ta the right or abuse of 
domestic slavery. The marquis of Montferrat 
was the patron of discipline and decency ; the 
count of I'laudcrs was the mirror of chastity : 
they had forbidden, under pain of death, the rape 
of married women, or ^gins, or nuns; and the 
proclamation was sometimes invoked by tlic van¬ 
quished*^ and respected by the victors. Their 
cruelty and lust were moderated liy the authority 
of the chief’s, and feelings of the soldiers; for 
we are, no longer describing an iiTuption of the 
northern savages; and however ferocious they 
miglit still appear, time, policy, and religion, 
had civilized tlie manners of the French, and 
still more of the Italians. But a free scope was 
allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
in the holy week, by the pillage of Constanti- 


Quidam (says Innocent TIL, Gesta, c. Q-t, p. 538.) nec reli- 
gioni, ncc astati, nec sexui pepercenint: aed fornicationes, adul- 
leria, cl inccstus iii oculis omnium excrcentes, non solum man- 
talas et viduas, sed el matronas et vitgines Deoque dicaias, expo- 
sucnuil spUrcilils garcionum. Villeliardouin takes no notice of 
these common incidents. 

•IT Nicetas saved, and afterwards married, a noble virgin (p. 
380.), whom a soldier, ein fjofnxn uroAAoit ont^oe nriSgmiM'tLtvos, had 
thaost Tiolaled in spite of the #>Toaai, eeroA/inTo tv ^ryotwtn'. 
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noplc. The right of victory, unsliackled by any ^ 
promise or treaty, had confiscated the public and 
private wealth of tlle^(^repksj every hand, 

according to its size and strength, iniglit lawfully 
execute the sentence and seize the tortciturc. A 
portable and universal standard of excliaiige was 
found in the coined and uncoined metals ot gold 
and silver, which each captor, at home or abroad, 
might convert into the possessions most suitable 
to his temper and situation. Of the treasures, 
wliich trade and luxury had accumulated, the 
silks, velvets, furs, the gems, sjiices, and rich 
moveables, were the most precious, as tliey could 
not be procured lor money in the ruder countries 
of Eurojie. An order of rapine was instituted ; Div.sio^of 
nor was the share of each individual abandoned 
to indu.strv or chance. Under the tremendous 
jienalties of perjury, excommunication and death, 
the Latins were bound to deliver their plunder 
into the common stock ; • three churches were 
.selected for the deposit and distribution of the 
spoil: a single .share was allotted to a foot soldier; 
two for a serjeaul on horseback; four to a knight; 
and larger proportions according to the rank and 
merit of the barons and princes. For violating 
this sacred engagement, a knight, belonging to 
the count of St. Paul, was hanged with his shield 
and coat of arms round his neck ; liis example 
might render similar offenders more artful and 
discreet; but avarice was more powerful than fear; 
and it is generally believed, that the secret far 
exceeded the ’ acknowledged plunder. Yet the 
magnitude of the prize surpassed the largest scale 
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CHAP, of oxj)erieiice or expectation'®. After the nliole 
iiad been equally divided between the French and 
Venetians, fifty.^thousand iparks were deducted to 
satisfy the debts of the former and the demands of 
the latter. The residue of the French amounted 
to four hundred thousand marks of silver about 
eight hundred thousand pounds sterling; nor can 
I better appreciate the value of that sum in tlie 
public and private transactions of tlic age, than 
by defining it as seven times the annual revenue 
of the kingdom of England'". 

Mijcry In this great revolution we enjoy the singular fc- 
GrceL of comparing the narratives of ViUehardouin 

and Nicetas, the opposite feelings of the marshal 
of Champagne and the llyzantine senator''. At 
the first view it should seem that the wealth of 


M Of the general mass of wcallli, Gunther observes, n( ilc 
panperihns et adrenis cir cs dhissuni redderentur (.Hist. G P. c. 18 ). 
ViUehardouin (N". 132.). that since flic creation, ne fn lanl 
gaaignie dans une villc ; llaldnin iGesta, c. 92 .), ut tantuin tota 
non rideatur possidere Ijatiiiitas. 

W ViUehardouin, No. 1.33—135. Instead of 400,000, there is a 
Tariotis reading of 500,000. nie Venetians had ottered to take the 
Whole booty, and to give 400 marks to eacli knight, 200 to each 
priest and horseman, and 100 to each foot soldier; they would 
hare been great losers (Le Beau, Hist, du Bas-Empire, tom. xx. 
p. 506. I know not from whence.). 

90 At the council of I.yons (A.O. 1445), the English ambas¬ 
sadors stated the reveane of the crown as below that of the foreign 
clergy, which amounted to Co,000 marks a year (Matthew Paris, 
p. 451. Hume’s History of England, vol. ii. p. 170.). 

9t The disorders eif the sack of-ConstantinojJe, and his own 
*ii)i5^tuFe8,are ^e*cTiti»d by Nketa*, p. 367-^6^-. and ia 

’ tbcl^tnii'Ufb. p. 375—364, 4 eyjji 

lege, are justified by Innocent 111. (Gesta, c. 92 .) '; but Vfflfllir* 
douin does BOt betray a symptom of pity or remorse. 
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Constantinople was only transferred from one CHAP, 
nation to another; and that the loss and sorrow of 
the Greeks is exactly^ halmiced ^ the joy and 
advantage of the Latifts. Butrin the miserable 
account of war, the gain is never equivalent to the 
loss, the pleasure to the pain : the* smiles of the 
Ijatins were transient and fallacious; the Greeks 
for ever wept over the ruins of their country; 
and their real calamities were aggravated by 
sacrilege and mockery. What benefits accrued to 
the conquerors from the three fires which annihi¬ 
lated so vast a portion of the buildings and riches 
of the city? Wliat a stock of such things, as 
could neither be used nor transported, was ma¬ 
liciously or wantonly destroyed! How' much 
treasure rvas idly wasted in gaming, debauchery, 
and riot ! And what precious objects w'crc bar¬ 
tered for a vile price by the impatience or igno¬ 
rance of the soldiers, whose reward w'as stolen by 
the base industry of the last of the Greeks! These 
alone, who had nothing to lose, might derive some 
profit from the revolution ; but tlic misery of the 
upper ranks of society is strongly painted in the 
personal adventm’es of Nicetas himself. His 
stately palace had been reduced to ashes in the 
second conflagration; and the senator, with his 
family and friends, found an obscure shelter in 
another house which he possessed near the chunc^ 
of St. Sophia. It was the door of this mcanj 
habitation that his friend, the Venetian merchant, 
guarded in the disguise of a soldier, till Nicetas 


precipitate flight, the relics of his 
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CHAP, cold wintry season, these fugitives, nursed in the 
laj) of .prosperity, departed on foot; ■ his wife was 
Avilh child ; tlje desertion of their sla^ es conipelled 
them to carry' iiieir ' buggage on their own 
shoulders; and their women, whom tliey })]aeed in 
the centre, were' exhorted to conceal their heautv 
with dirt, instead of adorning it with paint and 
jewels. Every step was exposed to insult and 
danger; the threats of the strangers were less 
paintul than the taunts of the plebeians, with 
whom they were now levelled; nor did the exiles 
breathe in safety till their mournful pilgrimage 
was concluded at Selynibria, above forty miles 
from the capital. On the way they overtook the 
patriarch, without atteiulance and almost without 
apparel, riding on an ass, and reduced to a state 
of apostolical poverty, which, had it been volun¬ 
tary, might perhaps have been meritorious. In 
the mean while, his desolate churches were pro¬ 
faned by the licentiousness and party zeal of the 
Sacrilege Ivatiiis. After stripping the gems and pearls, 
mockery, ^hcy Converted the chalices into drinking-cups ; 

their tables, on which they gamed and feasted, 
were covered with the pictures of Christ and the 
saints; and they trampled under foot the most 
venerable objects of the Christian worship. In 
the cathedral of St. Sophia, the ample veil of tho 
sanctuary was rent asunder for the sake of the 
golden fiinge ; and the altar, a monument of art 
and riches, was broken in pieces and shared among 
the captors. Their mules and horses were laden 
with the WTOught silver and gilt carvings, which 
they tore down from the doors and pulpit; and 
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if ilie Leasts stum])lc(l iimler the burthen, tlicy 
were stabbed by their iin])atient drivers, and tlse 
holy pavement streaine^d wijjr theii>,inipnre blood. 
A prostitute rvas seated on tTrc“rlironc of the pa- 
triareli ; and that daughter of Belial, as she is 
stvled, sung and danced in the church, to ridicule 
the hymns and })rocessions of the Orientals. Nor 
rvcre the repositories of the royal dead secure 
from violation : in the church of the Apostles, 
the tombs of the emperor.s were rifled; and it is 
said, that after six centuries the corpse of Justi¬ 
nian was found without any signs of decay or 
putrefaction. In tlic strect.s, the b’reuch and 
Flemir.gs clothed tlicniselves and their horses in. 
painted robes «ud flowing head-dresses of linen: 
and the coarse intemperance of their feasts in¬ 
sulted the splendid sobriety of the Kast. To ex¬ 
pose the arms of a people of scribes and,scholars, 
they affected to display a j)cn, an inkhorn, and a 
sheet of paper, without discerning that the instru¬ 
ments of science and valour were aliliC feeble and 
useless in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and tluur language encou- 
ragcal them, however, to des])ise the igimrance, 
and to overlook the progress, of the LatinsIn 

If I rightly apprelifnd thedrcL-k of Nicctab’s n','i'i|)t^, tlii'ir 
favourite dislies were hoiled buttockh of beef, salt pork and peas, 
and soup made of garlic and sharp or sour herbs (p. JHC f, 

S’ Nicetas uses very harsh expressions,-nrai’ aypaufiarot^ BaeCapoir, 
KoiTtXKv avoAipaSriTois (Fragment, apud Fabric. Ihbhul Grar torn. 
▼ 1 p. 414 ) This reproach, it is true, appher most strongly to 
their ignorance of Greek and nf Homer In their own lan¬ 
guage, the Latins "of the xiith and xnilh centuries were not desti¬ 
tute of literature. See Harris’s Philological Inquiries, p in. o. y, 
10 , 11 . 
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CHAP, the love of the arts, the national difference was 
still more obvious and real; the Greeks pre¬ 
served with reverence the works of their ances- 
tors, which thcj^tbuld ndt imitate; and, in the 
destruction ol the statues of Constantinople, we 
are provoked to join in the complaints and invec¬ 
tives of the Byzantine historian”*. ACe have seen 
how the rising city was adorned by the vanitv and 
despotism of the Imperial founder: in the ruins 
of paganism, some gods and heroes were saved 
from the axe of superstition ; and tlie forum and 
hippodrome were dignified with the relics of a 
better age. Several of these are described by 
.Nicetas”’, in a florid and affected style; and, from 
his descriptions, I shall select some interesting par¬ 
ticulars. 1. The victorious charioteers were cast 
in bronze, at their own, or the public, charge, 
and fitly placed in the hi])podrome: they stood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal; 
the sjjcctators could admire their attitude, and 
judge of the resemblance ; and of these figures, 
the most perfect might have been transported 
from the Olympic stadiuna. 2. The sphynx. 


S* was of Chona.' in Phrygia (the old Colossae of St. 

Paul), lie raised hiiii.sejl to the honours of senator, judge of the 
veil, and great logothete, behelii the fall of the empire, retired to 
Nice, and composed an elaborate history from the death of Alexius 
Comnenus to the reign of Henry. 

95 A manuscript of Nicetas in the Bodleian library', contains 
this curious fragmenton the statues of Constantinople, which fraud, 
or shame, or rather carelessness, has dropt in the common editions. 
Jt IS published by Fabricius (Bibliot. Grtec. tom vi. p. 405 — 4l0 ), 
and immoderately praised by the late ingenious Mr. Harris of 
.Salisbury (PliiLological Inquirie.s, p. iii. c. 5. p. 301—312.). 
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river-horse, and crocodile, denote the climate and 
manufacture of spoils of that an¬ 

cient province. 3.’ The she-wolf suckline: Ro- 
mulus and Remus; a suhjert- alike pleasing to 
the old and the 7?ete Romans; but which could 
rarely be treated before the decline of the Greek 
sculpture. 4. An eagle holding and tearing a 
serpent in his talons; a domestic monument of 
the Ryzantines, which they a.scribcd, not to a hu¬ 
man artist, but to the magic power of the philo¬ 
sopher ^Vpollonius, who, by this talisman, delivered 
the city from such venomous reptiles. 5. An ass 
and his driver ; which were erected by A ngustus 
in his colony of Nicopolis, to commemorate a ver¬ 
bal omen ot the victory of Actium. (i. ^\n ecpies- 
triau statue ; which passed, in the rnilgar opinion, 
for Joshua, the Jewish conqueror, stretching out 
his hand to stop the course of the descending sun. 
A more classical tradition recognist'd the figures 
of Bellerophon and Pegasus ; and the free attitude 
of the steed seemed to mark tliat lie trod on air, 
rather than on the earth. 7. A square and lofty 
obelisk of brass; the sides were embossed ^vith a 
variety of picturesque and rural scenes; birds 
singing; rustics la^uring, or playing on their 
pipes ; sheep bleating; lambs skipping; the sea, 
and a scene of fish and fi.shing; little naked cu- 
pids laughing, playing, and pelting each other 
with apples; and, on the summit, a female figure 
turning with the slightest breath, and thence 
denominated the xvind’s atteiidnnt. 8. The Phry¬ 
gian shepherd presenting to Venus the prize of 
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the apple of discord. 9. The incoinparablc 
statue of Helen; which is delineated.by Nicetas 
in the words of admiration and love: her well 
turned feet, sncmiy' arms, 'rosy lips, bewitching 
smiles, swimming eyes, arclied eye-brows, the har¬ 
mony of her .shape, the lightness of her drapery, 
and her flowing locks that waved in the wind : a 
beauty that might have moved her IJarbarian de¬ 
stroyers to pity and remorse. 10. The manly, or 
divine, form of Hercules "'’, as he Avas restored to 
life by the master-liand of I^ysippus; of such 
magnitude, that his thumb was equal to the waist, 
his leg to the stature, of a common man”'; his chest 
ample, liis shoulders broad, his limbs strong and 
muscular, his hair curled, his aspect commanding. 
Without his bow, or quiver, or club, his lion’s 
skin carelessly thrown over him, he was seated on 
an osier basket, his right leg and ann stretched to 
the utmost, his left knee bent, and support¬ 
ing liis elbow, his head reclining on his left 
hand, his countenance indignant and pensive. 
11. A colossal statue of Juno, wliich had once 
adorned her temple of Samos; the enormous 
head by four yoke of oxen Avas laboriously drawn 
to tlie palace. 12. Another colossus, qf Pallas 
or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and represent- 

To illustrate the statue of Hercules. Mr. Harris (juulw a 
Greek epigram, and.engraves a beautiful gem, which docs not 
however copy the altilude of the statue . In the latter, Hercules 
had not his club, and his right leg and arm were extended. 

91 J transcribe these proportions, which ap|)ear to me inconsist¬ 
ent with each other ; and may possibly shew, that the boasted 
uste of Nicetas was no more than affectation and vanity. 
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ing with admirable spirit the attributes and cha¬ 
racter of the n^artial maid. Before we accuse the 
Latins, it ia just to remark,, that this Pallas was 
destroyed after the first siegeT'by the fear and su¬ 
perstition of the Greeks themselves'®. The other 
statues of brass which I have enumerated, were 
broken and melted by the unfeeling avarice of the 
crusaders: the cost and labour were consumed in 
a moment; the soul of genius evaporated in smoke; 
and the remnant of base' metal w'as coined into 
money for the payment of the troops. Bronze is 
not the most durable of monuments: from the 
marble foitus of Phidias and Praxiteles, the Latins 
mi^t turn aside with stupid contempt^’; but un- 
less'^f^y were crushed by some aceidaital injury, 
those i&flesB stones stood secure on their pedes¬ 
talsThe most enlighten^ of the strangers, 
abov?6 the gross and sensual pursuits of their coun¬ 
trymen; mdre piously exercised the right of con¬ 
quest jn the search and seizure qf the relics of the 
saints*"’. Immense was the suji^fr^f heads and 

Nicvas in Iswco Angulo et Alcxio, c. 3)\p. Tlie I^tin 
editor very properly obsen ea, that the historian, is his bombast 
•tyk, prftducwei'pstlke elcphantem. 

99 Ifl two pai^ei^Vf Nicetas (edit. Paris, p. 360. Fabric, p. 
408.), the Latins are branded with the lively reproach of di tw 

avrparoi 0aftiifn, and tlteir avarice of brass is clearly expressed. 
Yet the Venetians bad the merit of removing four bronze horses 
from Constantinople to the place of St. Mark (Sanuto, Vitedel 
Dogi, in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicanim, tom. xxii. p. JS4,). 

100 Wihckelman, Hist, de I’Art, tom. hi. p. 269, 270. 

See the pious robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred 
ti rich cargo to his monastery of Paris, diocese of Basil (Gun¬ 
ther, Hist. C, P. c. 19. 23, 24.). Yet in secreting this booty, 
the saint incurred rtn excommunication, and periiajrs broke his 
oath. 
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CHAF. bones, crosses aiid im£^, tjiait were scattered by 
this revolution dvCT the i^ur^s of Europe; and 
such was the tocreasguii^ pil^mage and oblation, 
that no branch, pSrhaps, of toore hUsrative plunder 
was importal ftofii the East““ Of the writings 
of antiquity, many that still existed in the twelfth 
CHitury are, now lost. , But the pilgrims were not 
solicitous to save dr traUspiort the volumes of an 
unknown tongue: the peri Aable substance of paper 
01 parchment can only; be preserved by the tnulti- 
plicity of copies; the literature of the Greeks had 
almost centered in the taetttqiolis; and, without 
computing the extent of our loss, we may drop a 
tear over the' Kbriuies that have perished in the 
triple fire of Cdiisfantinople*®* 

IM Fletiiyj^ IBst. Eccles. tom. xvi. p. 139—14S. 

10.1 I shsll, conclude this chapter with, the imtice of a modem 
history, which illustrates the taking of Constahtihojdeby the Latins ■, 
but which has fallen somewhat late into iny blinds. Paolo Ra- 
inusin, the son of Uie compder of voyages, was directed by the 
senate of Venice to'write Ae history of the rronqUest j and this 
order, which he ^raceived in his youth, be executed in a mature 
age, by an clegaiit Latin work, de B^o Coristantinopolilano ct 
ImperatoribuB Comhenls per Gallos rt Veiiotbs'restrtntis (Yenet. 
1635, in folio). BamusT^ orRhamnusiiSt ttOtisO^bes and translates 
acquitur ad upguem, a MS. of Vifiehaidouin, he pdaleksed; 

hut he enriches his iiairativc whhtSreek and ^tlh materials, and 
We are indebted to film for aitioirrect state of tlieflSeti 'tiie names of 
the fifty Venetian nobles who commanded the gallies of the 
republic, and the ^tetriot opposition of Pantaleon Barbus to the 
choici; of the dogo^nr emperor. 
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CHAP. LXI. 

Partition of the Empire by the French and Ve- 
yietians. — Five Latin Emperors of the Houses 
of Flanders a7id Courtenay. — Their Wars 
asainst the Bultrarians and Greeks .— Weak- 
tiess and Poverty of the Latin Empire. — Reco¬ 
very of Constaiitmople by the Greeks.—Goieral 
consequences of the Crusades. 

After the death of the lawful princes, the ciLU\ 

French and ^^euctians, confident of justice aud 

victory, agreed to divide and regulate their KIcction of 

future possessions \ It was stipulated by treaty, I,er„V'’ 

tliat tw'elve electors, six of either nation, should hdiiiwuii. 

A.U.icov. 

be nomhxated ; that a majority should choose the May 9— 
emperor of the East; and that, if the votes were 
equal, the decision of chance should ascertain 
the successful candidate. To him, witli all the 
titles and prearogatives of the Byzantine throne, 
they assigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and 
Blachemas, with a fourth part of tlic Greek 
monarchy. It was defined that the three re¬ 
maining portions should be equally shared be¬ 
tween the rejMiblic of Venice and the barons of 
France; that each feudatory, with an honour¬ 
able exception for the doge, should acknowledge 
and perfomr the duties of homage and military 

' See the original treaty of partition, in the Venetian Chronicle 
of Andrew Danddlo, p. SeC — 330. and the subsequent election in 
Villehardouin, N® 1^6 —140, with Ducange in his Cb.^onatioas, 
and the 1st book of his Ilistoirc de Constantinople sous I’Cnipire 
dec Francois. 
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CHAP, service to the supreme head of the empire; that 
, the nation which gave an emperor, should re¬ 
sign to their brethren the choice of a patriarch; 
and that the pilgrims, whatever might he their 
impatience to visit the Holy Land, should devote 
another year to the conquest and defence of the 
Greek provinces. After the conquest of Con¬ 
stantinople by the Latins, the treaty was con¬ 
firmed and executed; and the first and most 
important step was the creation of an emperor. 
The six electors of the French nation were all 
ecclesiastics, the abbot of Loces, the archbishop 
elect of ‘Acre in Palestine, and the bishops of 
Troyes, Soissons, Halberstadt, and Bethlehem, 
the last of whom exercised in the camp the office 
of pope’s legate: their profession and knowledge 
were respectable; and as they could not be the 
objects, they were best qualified to be the au¬ 
thors, of the choice. The six Venetians were 
the principal servants of the state, and in this 
list the noble families of Querini and Contarini 
are stiU proud to discover their ancestors. The 
twelve assembled in the chapel of the palace; 
and after the solemn invocation of the Holy 
Ghost they proceeded to deliberate and vote. A 
just impulse of respect and gratitude prompted 
them to crown the \artues of the doge : his 
wisdom had inspired their enterprise ; and the 
most youthful knights might envy and applaud 
the exploits of blindness and age. But the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all personal ambition, and 
fully satisfied that he had been judged worthy to 
reign. His nomination was over-ruled by the 
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Venetians themselves-: his countrymen, and per- 
haps his friendsrepresented, with the eloquence 
of truth, the mischie/s that migb.t arise to na¬ 
tional freedom and the commhli cause, from the 
union of two incompatible characters, of the first 
magistrate of a republic aud the emperor of tlie 
East. The exclusion pf the doge left room for 
the more equal merits of Boniface and Bald^viii; 
and at their names all meaner candidates respect¬ 
fully withdrew. The marquis of Montferrat was 
recommended by his mature age and fair repu¬ 
tation, by the choice of the adventurers, and the 
wishes of the Greeks; nor can I believe that 
Venice, the mistress of the sea, could be seriously 
apprehensive of a petty lord at the foot of the 
Alps’. But the count of Flanders was the chief 
of a wealthy and warlike people; he was valiant, 
pious, and chaste; in the prime of life, since he 
was only thirty-two years of age; a descendant of 
Charlemagne, a cousin of the king of France, 
and a compeer of the prelates and barons who had 
yielded with reluctance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel, these barons, 
with the-doge and marquis at their head, ex¬ 
pected the decision of the twelve electors. It was 

* Aftex nyjntioning the nomination of the doge by a Freneh 
elector, his kinsman Andrew Dandolu approves his exclusion, 
rjuidam Veneloruni fidelis et nobilis senex, usus nralionc .satis pro- 
babili, &c. which has been embroidered by modern writers from 
Blond us to Le Beau. 

* Nicetas (p.384.), with the vain ignorance of a Greek, describes 
the marquis of Montferrat as a maritme power. AafnrafSta)i Se oiKtiir$cu 
■arafa\M>, Was he deceived, by the Byzantine theme of Lombardy, ‘ 
which exteijded alon,g the coast of Calabria ? 
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CHAP, announced by the bishop of Soifisons, in the name 
of his colleagues; “ Ye have sworn to obey the 
“ prince whom_ we should choose: by our unani- 
“ mous suffrage, Bardwiu count of Flanders and 
“ Hainault is now your sovereign, and the em- 
“ peror of the East.” He was saluted with loud 
applause, and the proel|Hiation w'as re-echoed 
through the -city by the joy of the Latins, and the 
trembling adulation of the Greeks. Boniface 
was the first to kiss the hand of his rival, and to 
raise him on the buckler; and Baldwin was trans¬ 
ported to the cathedral, and solemnly invested 
with the purple buskins. At the end of three 
^veeks he w as crowned‘by the legate, in the va¬ 
cancy of a patriarch; but the Venetian clergy 
soon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, seated Tho¬ 
mas iMorosini on the ecclesiastical throne, and 
employed every art to perpetuate in their ow'u 
nation the honours and benefices of the Greek 
church \ Without delay the successor of Con¬ 
stantine instructed Palestine, France, and Borne, 
of this memorable revolution. To Palestine he 
sent, as a trophy, the gates of Constantinople, 
and the chain of the harbour’; and adopted, 
from the Assise of Jerusalem, the laws or customs 
best adapted to a French colony and conquest in 
the East. In his epistles, the natives of France 

* They exacted tta oath from Thomas Morosini to appoint no 
csTwtis of St. Sophia, the lawfuteJectoTs; except Venetians ivho had 
lived ten years at Venice, &c, But the foreign clergy was envious, 
the pope disapproved this national monopoly, and of the s’tx Latin 
patriarchs of Coostantinople, paly the first and thel^st were Ve- 

.metians. 

* Nicetas, p. 383. 
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are encouraged, to swell that colony^ and to secure 
that coaquesti to |)«q>le a niaguiflcent city and a 
fertile laud, which w’iU reward the labours both 
of the priest and the soldier. ^ He congratidates 
the Roman pontiff on the restoration of his au¬ 
thority in the East; invites him to extinguish’the 
Greek schism by his presence in a general coun¬ 
cil ; and implores his blessing and forgiveness for 
the disobedient pilgrims. Rrpdence and dignity 
are blended in the answer of InnocentIn the 
subversion of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns 
the vices of man, and adores the providence of 
God: the conquerors will be absplved or con¬ 
demned by their future conduct t the validity of 
their treaty depends on the judgment of St. Peter; 
but he inculcates their most sacred duty of csta- 
hlishjug, a just subordination of obedience and 
tribute, ffowj the Greeks to the Latins, from the 
magistrate to tip; clergy, and from the clergy to 
the pope.\] 

In the dinsion^ of the Greek provinces ^ tlic DIvIsmukJ' 
share of the Venetians was more ample than that ornpire!' 
of tlie !|Latin emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropfiated to his domain; a clear inoioty 
of the remainder was reserved for Venice; and 

C The Epistles of Innocent HI. are a rich fund for the ect-lc .i.K- 
tical and civil institution of the I..alin empire of CnnsUntiiioiJe : 
and the most important of,these epistles (of which the collcciKiii 
in 2 vols. in folio, in'publislied Iiy’Stejdien Baluzc) arc inserted in 
his Gesta, in Muratori, Script. Reruin Italicaruin, tom. iii. p. 1. c. 

94—105. 

7 In the treaty-of pardtion, most of the names are corrupted by 
the screes: they rjiijbt be restored, and a good map, suited to the 
last age of the BjSantine eippire, would be an improvement of 
geography. But, alas! D’Anville is no more ! 
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CjlWP. the other moiety was distnbuted among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lonibardy, The vene¬ 
rable Dandolp was proclaimed despot of Roma¬ 
nia, and invested the Greek fashion with 
the purple buskins. He ended at Constantinople 
his long and glmious life; and if the prerogative 
was personal, the title was used by his successors 
till the middle of the fourteenth century, with 
the singular, though true, addition of lords of one 
fourth and a lialf of the Roman empire". The 
doge, a slave of state, was seldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic; but his 
place was supplied by the bail, or regent, who ex¬ 
ercised a supreme jurisdiction over the colony 
of Venetians: they possessed three ofrihe eight 
quarters of the city; and his independent tri¬ 
bunal was composed of six judges, four ■ counsel¬ 
lors, two chamberlain^, two fiscal advocates, and 
a constable. Their long experience of the Eastern 
trade enabled them to select their portion -with 
discernment: they had rashly accepted the do¬ 
minion and defence of Adrianople; but it was 
the more reasonable aim of their policy to fonn 
a chain of factories, and cities, and islands, 
along the maritime coast, from the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ragusa to the Hellespont arid the Bos¬ 
phorus. The labour and cost of such extensive 
oonquests exhausted their treasury: they aban¬ 
doned their maxims of government, adopted a 

" Their itjrle was (fominus quartae partis et dimidiae imperii Ro¬ 
mani, till Giovanni Dolfino.who was elected doge in the year 1356 
(Sanulo, p. 530. O+l,). For the government of Constantinople, 
see Ducange, Hietoirede C. P.-i, 37. 
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feudal system, and contented themselves with the CHAP, 
homage of their nobles", for the possessions which 
these private vassals^ undertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it wafi, that the family of 
Sanut acquired the duchy of Naxos, which in¬ 
volved the greatest part of the Archipelago. For 
the price of ten thousand marks, the republic 
purcliased of the marquis of Montferrat the fer¬ 
tile island of Crete or Candia with the ruins of 
an hundred cities; but its improvement was 
stinted by the proud and nalrow spirit of an aris¬ 
tocracy" ; and the wisest senators would confess 
that the sea, not the land, was the treasury of 
St. ^lark. In the moiety of the adventurers, the 
marquis Boniface might claim the most liberal 
reward; and, besides the isle of Crete, his ex¬ 
clusion from the throne was compensated by the 
royal title and the proAnces beyond the Helles¬ 
pont. But he prudently exchanged that distant 
and difficult conquest for tlie kingdom of Thessa- 
lonica or Macedonia, twelve days journey from 
the capital, where he miglit be supported by the 

y Ducangc(Hist', de C.P. ii. 6.) has niaiktd tile conquests made 
by the state or nobles of Venice of the islands of Candt.i, Corfu, 
Cephalonia, Zante, Naxos, Paros, Melos, Andros, Mycone, Scyro, 

Cea, and LemnQS. 

Boniface sold the isle of Candia, August 12, A.D. 1204. See. 
the act in Sanuto, p. 533.: but I cannot understand how it could 
be his mother’s portion, or how she could be the daughter of an 
emperor Alexius. 

'1 In the year 1212, the doge Peter Zani sent a colony to Can¬ 
dia, drawn from every quarter of Venice. But in their savage 
manners and frequent rebellions, the Candiots may be compared to 
the Corsicans under the yoke of Genoa. and when I compare the 
account* of Belon and Toumefort, I cannot discern much differ¬ 
ence between the Venetian and the Turkish island. 
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CHAP, neighbouring powers of his l)rother-in-|aw the 
ting of Huiigary. His ptogiess was hailed by 
the voluntary or reluctant acclamations of the 
natives ; and Greece, the proper and ancient 
Greece, again received a Latin conqueror who 
trod with iudifferenre that classic ground. He 
viewed with a careless eye the beauties of the 
valley of Tempe; traversed with a cautioqs step 
the stieights of Thermopylae; occupied the un¬ 
known cities of Thebes, Athens, and Argos; 
and .assaulted the fortifications of Corinth and 
hfapoU ^’, which resisted his arms. The lots of 
the Latin pilgrims were regulated by chance, or 
choice, or subsequent exchapge; an4 they abused, 
with intemperate joy, their triumph over the lives 
and fortunes of a great peopjp. After a minute 
SttTvey of the provinces, they weighed, in the 
scales of avarice revenue of each district, the 
adrantage of the situation, au4 the ajipple or scanty 
aupphes for the maintenance pf soldiers aqd horses. 
Their presumption claimed and diYi4ed the long- 
lost dependencies of the Homan scepfre: the Nile 
and Euphrates rolled through their imaginary 
realms; and happy was the warrior who drew 

Villehardouin (N”. 159, l 60 . 173—177.) (p- 387 

—,394.) describe <he wpeditito into Greece of martpiis Boni- 
&ce. TheClioniate joight d^ve hjs jnfpnnatioafrom his brother 
MiehaeJ, wchbiBhoptlof Athens, who®®,.bf as (m p/ator, a 

*tate*nian, and a saint. His .epcotnivtso, of Athens, and tlie dc- 
•criptioti of Tentpe, should hppublished from the Bodleian MS. 
of Nicetas (Fabric. Bilsliot. (5«Wc. tppj- vi. p. 4sC15-)> would 
hat* desecred Mr. Harew’ft iriq^iaes. 

Napefi <ij Rntnania, or Napp^, the gDcien|t ci’Argos, 

f* atill aphceof strenath atitf cffl^tsiderktion, ‘wAViUe on .a rocky 
■periiBsuluj wdtbiegood harbour (.rhaudlet’s Tyayp^s into Grpepe, 
p,SS?7.). ■■ ' 
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for bis prize the palace of the Turkisli sultan of chap. 
Iconium“. I shall not descend to the pedigree of 
families and the rent-i;oll of estates, but I wish to 
specify that the counts of Blois and St. Pol were 
invested with the duchy of Nice and the lordship 
of Demotica : the principal fiefs were held by 
the service of constable, chamberlain, cup-bearer, 
butler, and chief cook ; and our historian, Jeffrey 
of Villehardouin, obtained a fair establishment on 
the banks of the Hebrus, and united the double 
office of marshal of Champagne and Romania. 

At the head of his knights and archers,eaeh baron 
mounted on horseback to secure the possession of 
his share, and their first efforts were generally suc- 
ccs.sfuh . Rut the public force was weakened by 
their dispersion; and a thousand quarrels must 
arise muler a law, and among men, whose sole 
umpire- w'as the sword. Within tliree months 
after the conquast of Constantinople, the emperor 
aud the king of Thessalonica drew their Iiostile 
followers into the field; they were reconciled by 
the authority of the doge, the advice of tJie mar¬ 
shal, and the firm freedom of their peers 

I liave softened (lie expression of Nicetas, wlio strives to cx- 
po»ej^.^e presumption of (he Franks. See de Rebus post C. P. 
e-*{njfel|tam, p- 375—384. 

surrounded by the river Hebrus, and six leagucp to the 
snutfr of Adrianople, received frpm its double wall the Greek name 
of Didymoteirlios, insensibly corrupted into Dpinotlca and Diiuot. 

I have preferred Uie more convenient and niodern appellation of 
lieinotica. ^Fhis place was the last Turkish residence of Charles 

XU. 

Their quarrel is told by A illelrardouin (N”. 146—15^.) with 
the spirit of freedom. The merit and reputation of the marshal 
are nckncnvledged by the (ircek historian-{p. 397-), tm 

Atttiyvr SjT'«uevo» • unlike eotne rnodeni fc^pocs, evhosc 

C-xploits are only visible in their own memoirs. 
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CHAP. Two fugitives, who had reigned at Constanti- 
nople, still asserted the title of emperor; and the 
JRevoitof subjects of their fallen thrphe might be moved to 
A.D.i'jo 4 ’ pity hy tlte misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or 
excited to revenge by the spirit of Mourzoude. A 
domestic alliance, a common interest, a similar 
guilt, and the merit of extiuguishing his enemies, 
•a brother and a ^ephew, induced the more recent 
usurper to unite with the former the relics of his 
power. Mourzoufle was received vrith smiles and 
honours in the camp of his father Alexius; but 
the wiejeed can never love, and should rarely trust, 
their fellow-criminals : he was seized in the 
bath, deprived of his eyes, stripped of his troops 
and treasures, and turned out to wander an object 
of horror and contempt to those who with more 
propriety could hate, and with more justice could 
punish, the assassin of the emperor Isaac and his 
son. As the tyrant, pursued by fear or remorse, 
was stealing over to Asia, he was seized by the 
Latins of Constantinople, and condemned, after 
an open trial, to an ignominious death. His 
judges debated the mode of his execution, the 
axe, the wheel, or the stake : and it was resolved 
that Mourzoufle should ascend the Theodosian 
column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 
and forty-seven feet in heightFrom the sum- 

17 See the fete of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas (p. 39G.), Villehardouin 
(N®. 141—fAS. 163.), and Guntherus (c. £0, £1.). Neither the 
marshal nor the monk afford a grain of pity for a tyrant or rebel, 
whose punishment, however, svas more unercampled than his crime. 

■ !• Thecolumn of Afcadius, which represents in basso relieva his 
Tiotoriee, or those of his father Theodosius, is still extant at Con- 
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mit he was cast down headlong, and dashed in CH^P. 
pieces on the pavement, in the presence of in- 
numerable spectators,* who filled the forum of 
Taurus, and admired the accomplishment of an 
old prediction, which was explained by this sin- 
gular event''-'. The fate of Alexius is less tra¬ 
gical: he was sent by the marquis a captive to 
Italy, and a gift to the king of the Homans ; but 
he had not much to applaud his fortune, if the 
sentence of imprisonment and exile were changed 
from a fortress in the Alps to a monastery in 
Asia. But his daughter, before the national ca¬ 
lamity, had been given in marriage to a young 
hero who continued the succession, and restored 
the throne, of the Greek princes"**’. The valour Theodore 
of Theodore Lascaris was signalised in the two p;",p"or’of 
sieges of Constantinople. After the flight of Nice, 
Mourzoufle, when the Latins were already in -jose. 
the city, he offered himself as their emperor to 
the soldiers and people : and his ambition, 
which might be virtuous, was undoubtedly brave. 

Could he have infused a soul into the multitude, 

sUntitMjple. It is described jnd measured, Gyllius (Topograph iv. 

7.), Banduri (ad 1. i. Antiquit. C. P. p. 507, A'c.), and Tournefort 
(Voyage du Levant, tom. ii. letlre xii. p. £31.). 

>9 The nonsense oIGunthcr and the modern Greelis concerning 
this cnlumna fatidica, is unworthy of notice ; but it ie singular 
enough, that fifty years before the Latin conquest, the poet Tzet/.es 
(Chiliad, ix. 277.) relates the dream of a matrem, who saw an army 
in the forum, and a man sitting on the column, clapping his hands, 
and uttering a loud exclamation. 

“ The dynasties of Nice, Trebizond, and Epirus (of which 
Nicetas saw the origin without much pleasure or hope), are learn¬ 
edly explored, and tlearly represented, in the Famili*Byzantine of 
Ducange. 
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Of UP. they miglit have cnished the strangers under their 
feet: their abject despair resfiised his aid, and 
Theodnre retired to breathe-the air of freedom in 
Anatolia, beyond the iramediate view and jraiBuit 
of the conquerors. Under the title> at first of des¬ 
pot, and afterwards of emperor, he drew to his 
Standard the bolder spirits, who were fortified 
-Sgainst slavery by the contempt of life; and as 
every means, was lawful for the public safety, im- 
jdbred witliout scruple the alliance of the Turkish 
sultan. Nice, where Theodme established his re¬ 
sidence, Prusa and Philadelphia, Smyrna and 
Ephesus, opened their gates to their deliverer: he 
derived strength and reputation from his victories, 
and even from his defeats: and the successor of 
Constantine p-esen'ed a fragment of the empire 
from the banks of the Mmander to the SHhur]te of 
^^icnrnedia, and at length of Constantinople; An- 
rors oTl^re- other portion, distant and obscure, was possessed 
bizond. hHeal heir of the Comneni, a son of the 

virtuous Manuel, a grandson of the tyrant An- 
dronicus. His name was Aimdus; and the epi¬ 
thet of great was applied perhaps to his stature, 
rather than to his exploits. By tlie indulgence of 
the Augeli, he was appointed governor or duke 
of Tr^izond '^L* his birth gave him ambition, 

*1 Except some fgets in Pachymer and ’Nicepborus Gregoras, 
which will hereafter be used, the Byzantine writers disdain to 
s[)cak of the empire ofTrebiznnd, or principality of the Laz%; and 
among the Latins, it is conspicuous only in the romances of the 
iinh or xvth centuries. Yet the indefatigable Dncange has dug 
out (Fain. Byz. p. 1C)2.) two authentic passages in Vincent of Beau- 
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the irevOlution independence ; and without chang- chap. 
ing his title, he reigned in peace from Sinope to 
the Phasis, along the coast of the Black Sea. His 
namelcSs soil and succes»)r is described as the 
vassal of the sultan, whom he served with two 
hundred lances; that Comnenian prince was no 
more than duke of Trebizond, and the title of 
emperor was first assumed by the pride and envy 
of the grandson of Alexius. In the West, a third Thedes- 
fragment was saved from the common shipwreck 
by Michael, a bastard of the house of Angcli, 
who, before the revolution, had been known as 
an hostage, a soldier, and a rebel. His flight from 
the camp of the marquis Boniface secured his free¬ 
dom ; by his marriage with the goveraor’s daugh¬ 
ter, he commanded the important place of l)u- 
razzo, assumed the title of despot, and founded a 
strong -and conspicuous principality in Epirus, 
jEtolia, and Thessaly, which have ever been peo¬ 
pled by a warlike race. The Greeks, who had 
offered their service to their new sovereigns, were 
excluded by the haughty Latins'^ from all civil 
and military honours, as a nation born to tremble 
and obey. Their resentment prompted them to 
shew that they might have been useful friends, 
since they could be dangerous enemies: their 

^ais (1. xxxi. c. 144.), and the protonotary Ogerius (apud At adinp, 

A D. I27g. N®. 4.). 

** The portrait of the French Ijitlns is drawn in Nicetas hy the 
h&nd of prejudice and resentment: oetty rwy aWar <i» 
ffya wa^tyrv)iS(SKj}(r9<u ^vtLxoyro, oAA' ovtf tis rtiy xot'ir®*' v TiLiy fimnrvy 
vraga rats toutois fireJfi'iffTo, Kai vaga roDTo oifuu T^y fiVTU' 

Vray xoi raff wjOTfexiwTa. 
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CHAP, nerves were braced by adversity: whatever was 
learned or holy, whatever was noble or valiant, 
rolled away into the independent states of Tre- 
bizond,^ EpirUs, and Nice ; and a single patrician 
is marked by the ambiguous praise of attachment 
and loyalty to the Franks. The vulgar, herd of 
the cities and the country would have gladly sub¬ 
mitted to a mild and regular servitude; and the 
transient disorders of war would have been obli¬ 
terated by some years of industry and peace. But 
peace was banished, and industry was crushed, in 
the disorders of the feudal system. The Romaii 
emperors of Constantinople, if they were endowed 
with abilities, were armed with power for the 
protection of their subjects ; their laws were wise, 
and their administration was simple. The Latin 
throne was filled, by a titular prince, the chief, 
and often the servant, of his licentious confe¬ 
derates ; the fiefs of the empire, from a king¬ 
dom to a castle, were held and ruled by the 
sword of the barons: and their discord, poverty, 
and ignorance, extended the ramifications of 
tyranny to the most sequestered villages. The 
Greeks were oppressed by the double weight of 
the priest, who was invested with temporal power, 
and of the soldier, who was inflamed by fanatic 
hatred; and the insuperable bar of religion and 
language for ever separated the stranger and the 
native. As long as the crusaders were united at 
Constantinople, the memory of their conquest, 
and the terror of their arms, imposed silence on 
the captive land; their dispersion betrayed the 
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smallness of their numbers ami the clefcets of tlieii- chap 
discipline; and some failures and mischances re- 
vcaled the secret, that tliey were not invincible. 

As the fear of the (freeks abated, their hatred in¬ 
creased. Tliey murdered; they conspired; and 
before a year of slavery had elapsed, they im¬ 
plored, or accepted, the succour of a Earliariaii, 
whose T'ower they had felt, and whose gratitude 
they trusted 

The J^atin conquerors had been saluted with a 'riu-1;,,!- 
solemn and early embassv from John, or Joannice, 
or Calo-John, the revolted chief of the llulga- 
rians and Walachians. He deemed himself their 
brother, as the votary of the Homan pontiff, fi om 
whom he had received the regal title and an holy 
banner; and in the subversion of the (Ireek mo¬ 
narchy, he might aspire. to the name of their 
friend and accomplice. But Calo-.lolm was asto¬ 
nished to find, that the count of Flanders had 
assumed the, pomp and pride of the successors of 
Constantine ; and his ambassadors wore dismi.sscd 
with an haugjity message, that the rebel must 
deserve a pardon, by touching with his forehead 
the footstool of the Imperial throne. His lescnt- 
ment'* would have exhaled in acts of violence 
and blood; his cooler policy watched the rising 


I here begin to use, with freedom and conlliU'iii'e, ilu- 
honks of the Histoire de C. P. sous I’Einpirc lies I'r.inroi^, \ilii(li 
liucdnge has given as a supptemont to Villeliardouiu ; and u liu ii, 
m a barbarous style, desert os the praise of aii oru'inal and cl.issic 
work. 

In Calo-John’s answer to the pope, we mat find lies clauiis 
and complaints (Gesta Innoeeiit. III. c. 108, lO;) ) . he was elit- 
risliej at Rome as tin; prodigal son. 

VOL. XI. 


s 
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( ini' Aiscontent ot tlie Greeks ; affected a tender con- 
I ’ll tor their sufferings; and promised, tliat tW 

tirsi strugglen for frcciloin siioiild bc supported by 
]iis j)erson and kingdom. The conspiracy was 
propagated by national hatred, the firmest band 
of association and secrecy : the Greeks were impa¬ 
tient to sheath their daggers in the breasts of the 
victorious strangers; but the execution was pru¬ 
dently delayed, till Henry, the emperor’s brother, 
had transported the flower of his troops beyond 
the Hellespont. Most of the towns and villages 
of Thrace were true to the moment and the signal: 
and the Latins, without arms or suspicion, were 
slaughtered by the vile and merciless revenge of 
their slaves. From Demotica, tlic first scene of 
the massacre, the surviving vassals of the count 
of St. Pol escaped to Adrianople; but the French 
and ^’enetians, who occupied that city, were 
slain or expelled by the furious multitude; the 
garrisons that could effect their retreat fell back 
on each other towards the metropolis; and the 
fortresses, that separately stood against the rebels. 
Were ignorant of each other’s and of their sove¬ 
reign’s fate. The voice of fame and fear an¬ 
nounced the revolt of the Greeks and the rapid 
approach of their Bulgarian ally ; and Calo-John, 
not depending on the forces of his own kingdom, 
had drawn from the Scythian wilderness a body 
of fourteen thousand Comans, who drank;, as it was 
said, the blood of their captives, and sacrificed the 
Christians on the altars of their gods'^ 

-* Thf Comans were a Tartar or Turkman horde, which en¬ 
camped in the xiith and xiiith centuries on the verge of Moldavia. 
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Alarmed by this sudden and growing danger, 
the emperor chspatched a swift messenger to recall 
count Henry and his troops; and had Baldwin 
expected tlie return of his gallant brotlier, with 
a supply of twenty thousand Armenians, he might 
Lave encountered the invader with equal numbers 
and a decisive superiority of arms and discipline. 
But the spirit of chivalry could seldom discrimi¬ 
nate caution from cowardice ; and the emperor 
took the field with an hundred and forty knights, 
and their train of archers and serjcants. The 
marshal, who dissuaded and obeyed, led the van¬ 
guard in their march to Adrianoplc ; the main 
body was commanded by the count of Blois; 
the aged doge of Venice followed with the rear; 
and their scanty numbers were increased from all 
sides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to 
besiege the rebels of Adrianople; and such was 
the pious tendency of the crusades, that they 
employed the holy week in pillaging the country 
for their subsistence, and in framing engines for 
the destruction of their fellow'-christians. But 
the Latins were soon interrupted and alanned 
by the light cavalry of the Lomans, who boldly 
skirmished to the edge of their imperfect lines: 
and a proclamation was issued by the marshal of 
Romania, that, on the trumpet’s sound, the ca- 
valrjr should mount and form; but that none, 
under pain of death, should abandon themselves 



Xlie greater part were hut some were Mtiliometana, and 

the whote horde \%’as convorted to Chrl>tiauiLv i,A- 137*0 hy 
Lewis King of Hungary. 
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CHAP, to a desultory aBtl dangerous pursuit. wise 

injunction was first disobeyed by the count of 
Elois, who involved the emperor in his rashness 
and ruin. The Coinans, of the Partliian or Tar¬ 
tar school, fled before their first charge ; but after 
a career of two leagues, when the knights and 
their horses were almost breathless, they sud¬ 
denly tunied, rallied, and encompassed the heavy 
IJcffJtaiKl squadrons of the Franks. The count was slain 
on the field; the emperor was made prisoner; 
AD 1205. and if the one disdained to fly, if the other re¬ 
fused to yield, their personal bravery made a poor 
atonement for their ignorance, or neglect, of the 
duties of a general ". 

I’roud of his victory and his royal prize, the 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adrianople and 
atchieve the destruction of tlic Latins. They 
must inevitably have been destroyed, if the mar¬ 
shal of Romania had not disidaycd a cool courage 
and consummate skill: uncommon in all ages, 
but most uncommon in those times, when war 
was a passion, rather than a science. His grief 
Kctrtat of and fears were poiued into the film and faithful 
the lutin'. (jf camp he diffuse*! 

an assurance of safety, which could only be re¬ 
alized by the general belief All day he main¬ 
tained his perilous station^ between the city and 
the Barbarians: Villehardouin decamped in si- 


Nlccta.<i, from ignorance or luaJice, imputes tlie defeat to tiie 
cowardice ofDandiilo (|>. 383.); but ViUehardouin shares his own 
glory with his venerable friend, qui viels home ^re et gote'ue 
veoit, mais mult dre sages et preus et viguergs (!sW, 193 .). 
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lenee at the dead of nifrht; and his masterly lo- ( IlAP. 
treat' of three days would have deserved the 
praise of Xcnophon\ind the ten thousand. In 
the rear, the marshal supported the weight of the 
pursuit; in the front, he moderated the impatience 
of the fugitives; arid wherever the Comans ap- 
proacluMl, they were repelled hy a line of im¬ 
penetrable spears. On the third day, the weary 
troops beheld the sea, the solit.ai 7 town of 
Rodosto ', and their friends, who had landed 
from the Asiatic shore. They embiaced, they 
wept; but they united their arms and counsels; 
and, in his brother’.? absence, count Henry as.sumed 
the regency of the emjnre, at once in a state of 
childhood and caducityIf the Comans with¬ 
drew from the summer heats, seven thousand 
Latins,"in the hour of danger, deserted Constan¬ 
tinople, their brethren, and their vows. Some 
partial success was overbalanced by the loss oi 
one hundred and twenty knights in the field ot 
Rusium; and of the Imperial domain, no more 
was left than the c.apital, with two or three ad¬ 
jacent fortresses on tlie shores of Luropc and 
Asia. The king of Bulgaria was resistless and 
inexorable; and Calo-John respectfully ehuh'd 

^ The truth of gcographv, and the original text of Villehanhuim 
(X'\ 194,), place Rodoslo three days journey Urms jornfc't Iroin 
-\drianople: but t igcncre. in his tersion, has nn'st ahsnrdlt siu- 
stituied iron heurcs; and this error', winth n not corrttltd by 
Ducange, has entrapped ses oral moderns, \s hose names 1 sh.dl spare, 

=8 The reign and end of Raid win aic related by Villehardouin 
*Jid Nice,tas (p; 386—4l6)- and tlieir omissions are supplied by 
Ducange in his Obsen'ations, and to the end ofhts first hook. 



«62 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

LXl. 


Death of 
tlic eni- 

pcror. 


the demands of the pope, who conjured his new 
proselyte to restore peace and the emperor to the 
afflicted Latins. The deliverance of Baldwin 
was no longer, he said, in the power of man : that 
prince had died in prison; and the manner of 
his death is variously related by ignorance and 
credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend will be 
pleased to hear, that the royal captive was tempted 
by the amorous queen of the Bulgarians; that 
his chaste refusal exposed him to the falsehood 
of a woman and the jealousy of a savage ; that his 
hands and feet were severed from his body ; that 
his bleeding trunk was cast among the carcases of 
dc^s and horses; and that he breathed three days, 
before he was devoured by the birds of prey^’. 
About twenty years afterwards, in a wood of the 
Netherlands, an hermit announced himself as the 
true Baldwin, the emperor of Constantinople, 
and lawful sovereign of Flanders. He related 
the w'onders of his escape, his adventures, and his 
penance, among a people prone to believe and to 
rebel; and, in the first transport, Flanders ac¬ 
knowledged her long-lost sovereign. A short 
examination before the French court detected the 
impostor, who was punished with an ignominious 
death; but the Flemings still adhered to the 
pleasing error ; and the countess Jane is accused 


"9 After brushing aw*y all doubtful and improbable circum- 
(lailces, we may prove the death of Baldwin, 1. By the firm be¬ 
lief of the French barons (V'illehardouin, N°. 230.), 2. By the 
declaration of Calo-.Tohn himself, who excuses his not releasing 
the captive emjieror, quia debitum carnis cxsolverat cum carcere 
leneretur (Gesta Innocent. III. c. 109 ). 
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by the gravest historians of sacrificing to her chap. 
ambition the life of an unfortunate father '". 

In all civilized hostility, a treaty is cstablisheel Reign aiul 
for the exchange or ransom of prisoners ; and if 
their captivity be prolonged, their condition is ad.icoC, 
kuowT}, and they are treated according to their 
rank with humanity or honour. Eut the savage *'• 
Bulgarian was a stranger to the laws of war; his 
prisons were involved in darkness and silence; and 
above a year elapsed before the Latins could be 
assured of the death of Baldwin, before his brother, 
the regent Henr)', would consent to assume the 
title of em])eror. His moderation ^vas applauded 
by the Greeks as an act of rare and inimitable 
virtue. Their light and perfidious ambition was 
eager to seize or anticipate the moment of a 
vacancy', while a law of succession, the guardian 
both ot‘ the prince and people, was gradually de¬ 
fined and confirmed in the hereditary monarchies 
of Europe. In the support of the Eastern empire, 

Henry was gradually left without an associate, as 
the heroes of the crusade retired from the world 
or from the war. The doge of Venice, tlie 
venerable Haudolo, in the fidness of years and 
glory, sunk into the grave. The marquis of 
Montferrat was slowly recalled from the Pelopon¬ 
nesian war to the revenge of Baldrvin and the 
defence of Thessalonica. Some nice dis])utcs of 
feudal homage and service were reconciled in a 

See tlie story of tlii> impoilor from the Frcticli and IHcinish 
'writers in IXicange, Hist. tlcC, F. in. y. , arul the ridiculous fdblei 
thdi were believed by the monks of St. in Matthew ParU, 

Hist. Major, p, 271,^72. 
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CHAP personal interview between the emperor and the 
king : they were firmly united by mutual esteem 
and the common danger; and their alliance was 
sealed by the nuptial of Henry with the daughter 
of the Italian prince. He soon deplored the loss 
of his friend and father. At the persuasion of 
some faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold and 
successfid inroad among the hills of Bhodope: 
the Bulgarians fled on his approach ; they as¬ 
sembled to harass his retreat. On the intelligence 
that his rear was attacked, without waiting for 
any defensive armour, he leaped on horseback, 
couche<l his lance, and drove the enemies before 
him ; but in the rash pursuit he was pierced with 
a mortal wound; and the head of the king of 
Thessalonica was presented to Calo-John, who en¬ 
joyed fhc honours, without the merit, of victory'. It 
is here, at this melancholy event, that the pen or the 
voice of JefFrey of Villohardouin seems to drop or to 
expire ^; and if he still exercised his military office 
of marshal of Romania, his subsequent exploits arc 
buried in oblivion'h The character of Henry was 
not unequal to his arduous situation : iii the siege 


31 Villchardouin, N”. 257 - I quote, witli regret, this lamentable 
conclusion, where we lose at once the original history, and the 
rich illustrations of Ducange. The last pages may derive some 
light from Henry’s two lipislles to Innocent HI. (Gcsla, c. J06, 

107.). 

3- The marshal was alive in 1212, hut he probably died soon 
afterwards, wilhnut returning to France (Uucange, Obscriations 
*ur Villchardouin, p. 238.). His fief of Messuioplc, the gift of 
Boniface, wns the ancient Alaximianopolis, which flourished in 
the time of Ammiauus Marcelltnus, among llie cities of Thrace. 
tN». 141.). 
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of CoTistaiitino])lo. and bcyoiul tlie Hellespont, lie 
had deserved the fame of a valiant knight and 
a skiliul commander; and his conTa»;c was tem¬ 
pered nit/i a degree of prudence and niildne.ss un¬ 
known to his impetuous brother. In the double 
war against the Greeks of .^Vsia and the Bul¬ 
garians of Europe, he was ever the foremost on 
shipboard or on horseback; and though he cau¬ 
tiously provided for the success of his arms, the 
drooping Latins were often roused by his example 
to save and to second their fearless emperor. But 
such efforts, and some supplies of men and money 
from France, were of less avail than the errors, 
the cruelty, and death, of their most formidable 
adversary. W'hen the despair of the Greek sub¬ 
jects invited Calo-John as their deliverer, they 
hoped ’that he would protect their liberty and 
adopt their laws; they were soon taught to com¬ 
pare the degrees of national ferocity, and to exe¬ 
crate the savage conque-ror, who no longer dis¬ 
sembled his intention of dispeojdiiig Thrace, of 
demolishing the cities, and of transplanting the 
inhabitants beyond the Danube. Many towns 
and villages of Thrace were already evacuated; 
an heap of ruins marked the place of Pliilipjio- 
polis, and a similar calamity was expected at i)e- 
motica and Adfianople, by the first authors of 
the revolt. They raised a cry of giief and repen¬ 
tance to the throne of Henry : the cmjicror alone 
had the magnanimity to forgive and trust them. 
No more than four hundred knights, with their 
Serjeants and ‘archers, could be a.sscnibled under 
his banner; uikI with this slender force he fought 
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CHAP, and repulsed the Bulgarian, who, besides his in- 
fantry, was at the liead of forty thousand horse. 
In this expedition, Henry fl^lt the difference be¬ 
tween an hostile and a friendly country ; the re¬ 
maining cities were preserved by liis arms; and 
the savage, with shame and loss, was compelled 
to relinquish his prey. The siege of Thessalonica 
was the last of the evils which Calo-John inflicted 
or suffered : he was stabbed in the night in his 
tent; and the general, perhaps the assassin, who 
found him weltering in his blood, ascribed the 
blow with general applause to the lance of St. 
Demetrius^’. After several victories, the pru¬ 
dence of Hcniy concluded an honourable peace 
with the successor of the tyrant, and with the 
Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 
some doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was re¬ 
served for himself and his feudatories ; and his 
reign, which lasted only ten years, afforded a 
short interval of prosperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow pohey of Baldwin and Boniface, he 
freely entnistcd to the Greeks the most important 
offices of the state and army : and this liberality 
of sentiment and practice was the more season¬ 
able, as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al¬ 
ready learned to seduce and employ the merce¬ 
nary valour of the Latins. It was the aim of 
Henry to unite and reward his deserving subjects 
of every nation and language ; but he appeared 

« The church of this patron of Thessalonica was served by the 
c»nou 3 of the holy sepulchre, and contained a divine pintiiicnt 
which distilled daily and stu(>cndous miracles (Ducaiige, Hist, de 
C.P. ii. 4.). 
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less solicitous to accomplish the impracticable CHAl*. 
union of the two churclies. Pelagius, tlie pope’s 
' legate, who acted as the sovereign of Constanti¬ 
nople, had interdicted the worship of the Greeks, 
and sternly imposed the payment of tithes, the 
double procession of the Holy Ghost, and a 
blind obedience to the Homan pontiff. As the 
weaker party, they pleaded the duties of con¬ 
science, and implored the rights of toleration: 

“ Our bodies,” they said, “ are Caesar’s, but 
“ our souls belong only to God.” The perse¬ 
cution was checked by the firmness of the em¬ 
peror ; and if we can believe that the same 
prince was poisoned by the Greeks themselves, we 
must entertain a contemptible idea of the sense 
and gratitude of mankind. His valoiur was a 
vulgar attribute, which he shared with ten thou¬ 
sand knights; but Henry possessed the superior 
courage to oppose, in a superstitious age, the 
pride and avarice of the clergy. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia he presumed to place his throne on 
the right-hand of the patriarch; and this pre¬ 
sumption excited the sharpest censure of ])opc 
Innocent the third. By a salutary edict, one 
of the first examples of the law s of mortmain, he 
prohibited the alienation of fiefs: many of the 
Batins, desirous of rcturaing to luirope, resigned 
their estates to the church tor a sj)iritual or tem¬ 
poral reward; these holy lands were immediately 
discharged from military service ; and a colony of 


Acro|)olita (c. 17-) observes tbo ^>cr''CTutioii of ihe lc;intr, and 
toleration of IIcdi^ ^3 be calls him), KAuSu-Ta Kartro/fj*. 
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soldiers would have been gradually transformed 
into a college of priests^ p' 

The virtuous Henry die4 at Thessalonica, in 
the defence of that kingdom, and, of an infant, 
the son of his friend Boniface. In tlic two first 
emjjcrors of Constantinople tlie male line of the 
counts of Flanders was extinct. But their sister 
Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the 
mother of a numerous progeny ; and one of her 
daughters had married Andrew king of Hungary, 
a brave and pious champion of the cross. By 
seating him on the Byzantine throne, the barons 
of llomaniaXwould have acquired the forces of a 
neighboimng and warlike kingdom ; but the pru¬ 
dent Andrew revered the laws of succession ; and 
the princess Yolande, with her husband I’eter of 
Courtenay, count of Auxerre, was invited by the 
Latins to assume the empire of the Fast. The 
royal birth of his fatlier, the noble origin of his 
mother, recommended to the barons of France 
the first cousin of their king. His reputation was 
fair, his possessions were amjile, and, in the bloody 
crusade against the Albigeois, the soldiers and the 
priests had been abundantly satisfied of his zeal and 
valour. Vanity might applaud the olevation of a 
French emperor of Constantinople; but prudence 
must pity, rather than envy, his treacherous and 
hnagiuary greatness. To assert and adorn his 
title, he was reduced to sell or mortgage the best 

See the reign of Henry, in Ducange (Hist, de C. P. 1. i. c. 3 .‘? 
—41. 1. ii. c. 1—22.), who IS much indebted to the Epistles of the 
popes. Le Beau (Hist du Bas-Empire, aom. xxi. p. 120—122.) 
has found, perhaps in Doutreman, some laws of Henry, which de- 
tenniaed the lervicc of fiefs, and the prerogaaives of the emperor. 
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of his patrimon 3 ^ By these expedients, the libe- CHAP, 
rality of his royal kinsman Philip Augustus, and 
the national spirit of chivalry, he was enabled to 
pass the Alps at the head of one hundred and 
forty knights, and five thousand five hundred Ser¬ 
jeants and archers. After some hesitation, pojie 
Honorius the third was persuaded to crown the 
successor of Constantine : but he performed the 
ceremony in a church without the walls, lest he 
should seem to imply or to bestow any right of 
sovereignty over the ancient capital of the empire. 

'I'lie Venetians had engaged to transport Peter 
and his forces beyond the Adriatic, and the em¬ 
press, with her four children, to the Byzantine 
palace; but they required, as the price of their 
service, that he should recover Durazzo from the 
despot of Plpirus. IMichael Angelus, or Coninc- 
nus, the first of his dynast)', had bequeathed the 
succession of his power and ambition to Theodore, 
his legitimate brother, wdio already threatened 
and invaded the establishments of the Latins. 

After discharging his debt by a fruitless assault, 
the emperor raised the siege to prosecute a long 
and perilous journey over land from Durazzo to 
Thessalonica. He was soon lost in the mountains 
of Epirus : the passes were fortified; his provi¬ 
sions exhausted : he was delayed and deceived by 
a treacherous negociation ; and, after Peter of Hi^ cipti- 
Courtenay and the Roman legate had been ar- 'u.aih','* 
rested in a banquet, the French troo]).s, without 
leaders or hopes, were eager to exchange their 
arms for the delusive promise of mercy and bread. 

The Vatican thundered; and the impious Theo- 
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CHAP, dore was threatened with the vengeance of earth 
and heaven; but the captivg emperor and his sol¬ 
diers were forgotten, and the reproaches of the 
pojic are confined to the imprisonment of his le¬ 
gate. No sooner was be satisfied by the deliver¬ 
ance of the priest and a promise of spiritual obe¬ 
dience, tlian he pardoned and protected the despot 
of Epirus. His peremptory commands suspended 
the ardour of the \’^enetians and the king of Hun¬ 
gary ; and it was only by a natural or untimely 
death^ that Peter of Courtenay was released from 
his hopeless captivity’^ 

Robert The long ignorance of his fate, and the pre- 
Constanu^ sencc of the lawful sovereign, of Yolande, his 
noj^e, wife or widow, delayed the proclamation of a new 
—1228?** emperor. Before her death, and in the midst of 
her grief, she was delivered of a son, who was 
named Baldwin, the last and most unfortunate of 
the Latin princes of Constantinople. His birth 
endeared him to the barons of llomania ; but his 
childhood would have prolonged the troubles of a 
minority, and his claims were superseded by the 
elder claims of his brethren. The first of these, 
Philip of Courtenay, who derived from his mo¬ 
ther the inheritance of Namur, had the wisdom 
to prefer the substance of a marquisate to the 

Acropolita (c. 14.) affirms, that Peter of Courtenay died by 
the sword 7swcr6ai) ; but from Jiis dark expressions, 

] should conclude a previous captivity, ws wovras Sdrua-ras 

voLTjrtu tfw ’woffi (TKivfcr*. The Chronicle of Auxerre delays the cm 
peror’s death till the year 1219; and Auxerre is in tlie neighbour¬ 
hood of Courtenay. 

*1 See the reign and death of Peter of Courtenay, in Ducangc 
(Hist, de C- P. 1. ii. c. 22—£6.), who fechl/ strives to excuse the 
neglect of the emperor by Honorius 111. 
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shadow of an empire; and on liis refusal, Robert, chap. 
the second of the sons of Peter and Yolande, was 
called to the throne of Constantinople. Warned 
by his father’s miscliance, he pursued his slow and 
secui'e journey through Germanjf and along the 
Danube: a passage was opened by his sister’s 
marriage with the king of Hungary; and the 
emperor Robert was crowned by the patriarch in 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. Put his reign was 
an sera of calamity and disgrace; and the colony, 
as ib was styled, of Ne\c Fuance yielded on all 
sides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. After 
a victory, which he owed to his perfidy rather 
than his courage, Theodore Angelus entered the 
kingdom of Thessalonica, expelled the feeble 
Demetrius, the son of the marquis Boniface, 
erected his standard on the walls of Adrianople; 
and added, by his vanity, a third or fourth' name 
to the list of rival emperors. The relics of the 
Asiatic province were swept away by John Ya- 
taces, the son-in-law and successor of Theodore 
Lascaris, and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty- 
three years, displayed the virtues both of peace 
aud war. Under his discipline the swords of the 
French mercenaries were the most effectual in¬ 
strument of his conquests, aud their desertion 
from the service of their country was at once a 
symptom and a cause of the rising ascendant of 
the Greeks. By the construction of a fleet, lie 
obtained the command of the Hellespont, re¬ 
duced the islands of Lesbos and Rhodes, attack¬ 
ed the Venetians of Candia, and intercepted the 
rare and parsimonious succours of the West. 
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CHAP. Once, and once onh', the T>atin emperor sent an 
army against A^ataces; and in the defeat of that 
army, the veteran knights, the last of the original 
conquerors, were left on the field of battle. But 
the success of ^foreign enemy was less painful to 
the pusillanimous llobert than the insolence of his 
Latin subjects, who confounded the weakness of 
the emperor and of the empire. His personal 
misfortunes will prove the anarchy of the go\ ern- 
ment and the ferociousness of the times. The 
amorous youth had neglected his Greek bride, tiie 
daughter of Vataces, to introduce into the palace 
a beautiful maid, of a private, though noble, family 
of Artois ; and her mother had been tempted by 
the lustre of the purple to forfeit her engagements 
with a gentleman of Burgundy. His love was 
converted into rage; he assemlded liis friends, 
forced the palace gates, threw tlie mother into the 
sea, and inhumanly cut off the nose and lips of 
tlie wife or concubine of the emperor. Instead of 
punishing the offender, the barons avowed and 
applauded the savage deed", which, as a prince and 
as a man, it Was impossible that Baldwin should 
forgive. He escaped from the guilty city to im¬ 
plore the justice or compassion of the pope : the 
emperor was coolly exhorted to return to his sta¬ 
tion ; before he could obey, he sunk under the 
w'eight of grief, shame, and impotent resentment"'. 

38 Marinnus Sanutus (.Secreta Fidelium Cracie, 1. ii. p- 4. o. 18. 
p. 7 :i)is so nuich delighted with this bloody deed, that lie h.is 
transcribed it in his in»rgin as a bonum exempluni. \et he ac¬ 
knowledges the damsel lor the lawful wife of Robert. 

See the reign of Robert, in Ducangc (HistjdeC.P.l.in.c.t—12.). 
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It was only in the age of chivalry, that valour char 
could ascend from a private station to the thrones 
of Jenisalem and Constantinople. I'he titular Baldwin 
kingdom of Jerusalem had devolved to Mary, the john"of 
daughter of Isabella and Conrad of Montferrat, Bncnne, 
and the grand-daughter of Almeric or AmauiT. of'So'n-* 
She was given to John of Brienne, of a noble 
family in. Champagne, by the public voice, and A.I). lisis 
the judgmi^t of Philip Augustus, Avho named 
him as the most worthy champion of the Holy 
Land*“. Iir'the fifth crusade, he led an hundred 
thousand Latins to the conquest of Egypt; by 
him the siege of Damietta was atchieved ; and the 
subsequent failure was justly ascribed to the pride 
and avarice of the legate. After the marriage of 
his daughter with Frederic the second’^ he was 
provoked by the emperor’s ingratitude to accept 
the command of the army of the church; and 
though advanced in life, and despoiled Of royalty, 
the sword and spirit of John of Brienne were still 
ready for the service of Christendom. In the seven 
years of his brother’s reign, Baldwin of Courtenay 
had not emerged from a state of childhood, and 
the barons of Romania felt the strong necessity of 
placing the sceptre in the hands of a man and an 


Rex igltur Franciae, tltliberalione habit4, respondil iiuntils, le 
daturum hominem Syriac partibus aptum; in armis probum 
(prcux), in bellis securuin, in agendis providiim, .loliannem corui- 
tem Brennensem. Sanut. Secret. Fideliuni, L in p. vi. c 4, p. 
20S. Matthew Paris, p. 159. 

** Giannone (Istoria Civile, tom. it. I. xvi. j>. 380 385.') dis¬ 
cusses the marriage of Frederic II. with the daughter of John of 
Brienne, and thf double union of the crowns ol Naplti *rid 
deriHalem. 

VOL. XI. 


T 
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CHAP. hero. The veteran king of Jerusalem might liave 
disdained the name and office of regent; they 
agreed to invest him for hie life with the title and 
prerogatives of emperor, on the sole condition, that 
Baldwin should many his second daughter, and 
eucceed at a mature age to the throne of Constan¬ 
tinople. The expectation, hoth of the Greeks and 
Latins, was kindled by the renown, the choice, 
and the presence of John of Brienne: and they 
admired his martial aspect, his green and vigorous 
age of more than fourscore years, and his size and 
stature, which surpassed the common measure of 
mankind But avarice, and the love of ease, 

appear to have chilli the ardour enter¬ 
prise: his troops were disbanded, and two years ^ 
rolled aw^ without action or honour, till he was 
awakened by the dangerous alliance of Vataces 
emperor of Nice, and of Azan king of Bulgaria. 
They besieged Constantinople by sea and land, 
with an army of one hundred thousand men, and 
a fleet of three hundred ships of war; while the 
entire force of the Latin emperor was reduced to 
one hundred and sixty knights, and a small addi¬ 
tion of seqeants and archers. I tremble to relate, 
that instead of defending the city, the hero made 
a sally at ‘the head of liis cavalry; and that of 
forty-eight squadrons of the enemy, no more than 
three escaped from the edge of his invincible 

♦s Acropolita, c, 27. The historiaa was at that time ahoy, and 
educated at.Constantinople. In 1233,‘when he was eleven years 
•Id, bis lather broke the Latin chain, left a splendid fortune, and 
escaped tp thp Greek ppurt of Nice, tyhere Us son was raised to 
the highest honours. 
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sword. Fired by his example, the infantry and chap. 
the citizens boarded the vessels that anchored close 
to the walls; and twenty-five were dragged in 
triumph into the harbour of G)nstantinople. At 
the summons of the emperor, the vassals and allies 
armed in her defence; broke through every ob¬ 
stacle that opposed their passage; and, in the 
succeeding year, obtained a second victory over 
the same enemies. 13 y the rude poets of the age, 

John of Brienne is compared to Hector, Roland, 
and Judas Machabseus^*: but their credit, and his 
glory, receives some abatement from the silence of 
the Greeks. The empire was soon deprived of 
the last of her champions; and the dying monarch 
was ambitious to enter paradise in the habit of a 
Franciscan friar**. 

In the double victory of John of Brienne, I 
cannot discover the name or exploits of his pupil a . u. 1237. 
Baldwin, who had attained the age of militar}' 
service, and who succeeded to the Imperial dig- 

Philip Mouskes, bishop of Tournay (A.D. 1274 — 1282), has 
composed a poem, or rather a string of verses, in bad old Flemish 
French, on the Latin emperors of Constantinople, which Ducaiifre 
has published at the end of ViUehardouin; see p. 224. for the 
prowess of John of Brienne. 

N'Aie, Ector, Roll’ ne Ogiers 
Ne Judas Machabens li fier* 

Tant he fit d’armes en estors 
Com fist li Rois Jehans cel jors 
Et il defors et il dedans 
La paru sa force et ses Sens 
Et li hardiment qu’il avoit. 

•• Ste the reign of John de Brienne, in Ducange.Hijl.deC. R 
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CHAP, nity on the deccfise of his adoptive fatherThe 
royal youth was employed on a commission more 
suilable to his temper; he was sent to visit tlie 
Western courts, of the pope more especially, and 
of the king of France; to excite their pity by the 
view of his innocence and distress; and to obtain 
some supplies of men or money for the relief of 
the sinking empire. He thrice repeated these 
mendicant visits, in which he seemed to prolong 
his stay, and postpone his return; of the five-and- 
twenty years of his reign a greater number were 
spent abroad than af home; and in no place did 
the emperor deem himself less free and secure 
than in his native country and his capital. On 
some public occasions, his vanity might be soothed 
by the tHle of Augustus, and by the honours of^ 
the purple; and at the general council of Lyons, 
when Frederic the second was excommunicated 
and deposed, his Oriental colleague was enthroned 
on the right hand of the pope. But how often 
was the exile, the vagrant, the Imperial beggar, 
humbled with scorn, insulted with pity, and de¬ 
graded in his own eyes and those of the nations! 
In his first visit to England, he was stopped at 
Dover by a severe reprimand, that he should 
presume, without l^ve, to enter an independent 
kingdom. After some delay, Baldwin, however, 
was permittoi to pursue bis jouihey, was enter¬ 
tained with cold civility, and thankfhlly departed 


See die reign of Baldwin II. till his eacpnlsipn from Con- 
jtaatinojde.in Dnoange, Hist, de C. P. 1. iv.'c. 1—34. tl^e end 1. 
r, C. I»>r33. 
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with a present of s 6 veii hundred marks From CHAP, 
the avarice of Rome, he could only obtain the 
proclamation of a crusade, and a treasure of in¬ 
dulgences : a coin, whose currency was depre¬ 
ciated by too frequent and indiscriminate abuse. 

His birth and misfortunes recommended him to 
the generosity of his cousin Lewis the ninth; but 
the martial zeal of the saint was diverted from 
Constantiuople to Egypt and Palestine; and the 
]uiblic and private poverty of Baldwin was alle¬ 
viated, for a moment, by the alienation of the 
marquisate of Namur and the lordship of Courte-- 
nay, the last remains of his inheritanceBy 
such shameful or ruinous expedients, he once 
more returned to Romania, wth an army of 
thirty thousand soldiers, whose numbers were 
doubled in the apprehension of the Greeks. His 
first dispatches, to France and England announced 
his victories and his hopes: he had reduced the 
country round the capital to the distance of three 
days journey; and if he succeeded against an im¬ 
portant, though nameless, city (most probably 
Chiorli), the frontier would be safe and the passage 
accessible. But these expectations (if Baldwin 


^ Matthew Paris lelatcs the two visits of Baldwin II. to me 
English court, p. 396. 63?.; his return to Greece aimatii manfi, p. 
407. his letters of his nomen formtdabile, &c. p. 481- (a passage 
which had escaped Ducange); his expulsion, p. 850. 

Louis IX. disapproved and stopped the alienation of Courte¬ 
nay t^Ducange, 1. iv. c, 23.). It is now annexed to the royal de¬ 
mesne,- biit granted for a term (engage) to the family ofBoulain- 
vilhers. Courtenay,.in the election of Nemours in the Isle de 
France, is a to-wn of 9OO inhabitants, with the remains of a castle 
(Melanges tWs d’unegrande Biblioth^quc, tom. xlv. p. 74—77-'- 
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was sincere) quickly vanished like a dream; the 
troops and treasures of France melted away in 
his unskilful hands ; and the throne of the Latin 
smperor was protected by a dishonourable al¬ 
liance with the Turks and Comans. To secure 
the former, he consented to bestow his niece on 
the unbelieving sultan of Cogni; to please the 
Latter, he complied with their Pagan rites ; a dog 
was sacrificed between the two armies; and the 
contracting parties tasted each other’s blood, as 
a pledge of theip fidelity In the palace, or pri¬ 
son, of Coustantin(q)le the successor of Augustus 
demolished the vacant houses for winter-fuel, and 
stripped the lead from the churches for the daily 
ex}x;nce of his family. Some usurious loans were 
dealt with a scanty hand by the merchants of 
Italy; and Philip, his son and heir, was pawned 
at Venice as the security for a debt ‘ Thirst, 
hunger, and nakedness, are positive evils ; but 
wealth is relative; and a prince, who would be 
rich in a private station, may be exposed.by the 
increase of his wants to all the anxiety and bitter¬ 
ness- of poverty. '' 

But in this abject distress, the emperor and 
empire were still possessed of an ideal treasure, 
which drew its fantastic value from the supersti¬ 
tion of the Christian world. The merit of the true 
cross was somewhat impaired by its frequent di¬ 
vision ; and a long captivity among the infidels 

** Joiarille, p. 104. edit, du Loiivie. A- Coman prince, who 
died witiwul bapfiiin, wa» buried at the gatei of Coaetaniinbple 
with a retinue^ tUees and bdnea. ; 

W Smut. Secrety^el. Giucii, !. ii. p. iv. e. 16, p.73. 
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might shed some suspicion on the fragments that chap. 
were produced in the East and A^^est. But an- 
other relic of the Passion was preserved in the 
Imperial chapel of Constantinople; and the 
crown of thorns which had been placed on the 
head of Christ was equally precious and authen¬ 
tic. It had formerly been the practice of the 
Eg)q)tian debtors to deposit; a§ a security, the 
mummies of their parents; and both their honour 
and religion were bound for the redemption of 
tile pledge. In the same manner, and in the 
absence of the emperor, the barons of Romania 
borrowed the sum of thirteen thousand one hun¬ 
dred and thirty-four pieces of gold on the credit 
of the holy cfOwn ; they failed in the performance 
of their contract, and a rich Venetian, Nicho¬ 
las Querini, undertook to satisfy their impatient 
creditors, on condition that the relic should be 
lodged at Venice, to becorne his absolute property, 
if it were’ not redeemed within a short and defi¬ 
nite term. The barons apprized their sovereign 
of the hard treaty and impending loiss; and as 
the empire could not afford a ransom of seven 
thousand pounds sterling, Baldwin was anxious 
to snatch the prize from the Venetians, and to 
vest it with more honour and emolument in the 
hands of the most Christian king‘h Yet the 

j • 

* Under the words Perpamt, Perptra, Hyperp^m, Dttcange is 
short and vague: Monebe genus^ From a corrupt passage of Gun- 
therus (Hist. C. P. a 8. p. 10.), I guess that the Perpeia was the 
nummut 4ureus, the fourth part of a mark of silver, or ahaut tdft 
•hilling* Bteriiog in vain*, hi lead it nysaM be we- centemptMe. 

Foi khe tnjuhbOB of t&e holy oiw*, 6ic» ftwB CowMUno* 
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negotiation was attended with some delicacy. In 
the purchase of relics, the saint would have started 
at the ^ilt of simony ; but if the mode of expres- 
sion were changed; he might lawfully repay the 
debt, accept the'gift, and acknowledge the obliga¬ 
tion. His ambassadors, two Dominicans, were dis¬ 
patched to Venice, to redeem and receive the holy 
crown, which had escaped the dangers' of the sea 
and the gallies of Vataces. On opening a wooden 
box, they recognized the seals of the doge and ba¬ 
rons, which were applied on a shrine of silver : 
and within this shrine the monument of the Pas¬ 
sion was enclosed in a golden v^e. The reluctant 
Venetians yielded to justice and power: the em¬ 
peror Frederic granted a free and honourable pas¬ 
sage ; the court of France advanced as far as Troyes 
in Champagne, to meet with devotion this ines¬ 
timable relic: it was borne in triumph through 
Paris by the king himself, bafefi)ot, -and ^ 
shirt; and a free gift of ten thousanC^flrl»*ftC 
silver reconciled Baldwin to his loss. The success 
of this transaction tempted the Latin emperor to 
offer vrith the same generosity the remaining fur¬ 
niture of his chapel “; a large and authentic por¬ 
tion of the true cross; the babyrlinen of the Son 
God, the lance, the sponge, and the chain, 
of his Paasion, the rod of Moses, and part of 


pie to Pane, >ee Ducan^ (Hist, de C.P. L tv. c. n —14. 34. 35.) 
and Fleury (Hist.'Eccles. tom. xvfi. p. 201—804.>. 

a* Melange* tit4 d'tine grande BibJiotbdque, tom. *liii. p. 201— 
905. Tile Lutrla of BoUeau exhibiu* the the 80 \J and 

roaaaer* .of-the Clkcq>etUii and miutjr facte relative to die in- 

^totioa tK coliecfi^ and explained by hti*. conuneotaton, Broe- 
'44tte and dt St. Marc. 
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the skiill of St. John the baptist. For the recep¬ 
tion of these spiritual treasures, twenty thousand 
marks were expended by St. Louis on a stately 
foundation, the holy chapel of Paris, on which 
the muse of Bodeau has bestowed a comic im¬ 
mortality. The truth of such remote and ancient 
relics, which cannot be proved by any hnman 
testimony, must be admitted by those who believe 
in the miracles Which they have performed. 
About the middle of the kst age, an inveterate 
ulcer was touched and cured by an holy prickle 
of the holy crown : the prodigy is attested by 
the most pious and enlightened Christians of 
France; nor will the fact be easily disproved, 
except by those who are armed with a general 
■ antidote against religious credulity^. 

The Latins of Constantinople “ were on all 
sides encompassed and pressed: their sole hope, 
the last delay of their ruin, was in the division of 
their Greek and Bulgarian enemies; and of this 

It was performed A.D. 1656 , March 24, on the niece of 
Pascal ; and that superior genius, with Amauld, Nicole, &c. were 
on the spot, to believe and attest a miracle which confounded the 
Jesuits, and saved Port Royal (Oeuvres de Racine, tom. vi. p. 
176 —187, in his eloquent History of Port Royal). 

Voltaire (Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 37- Oeuvres, tom. ix. p. 
178, 179 .) stAves to invalidate the fact: but Hume (Essays, volt ii. 
p. 483,.484.), with more skill.and success, seizes the battery, and 
turns the cannon against his enemies. 

The gradual losses of the Latins may be traced in the third, 
fourth, and fifth books of the compilation of Ducange but of the 
Greek conquests he has dropped many circumstances, which may 
be recovered from the larger histpry of George Acropolita, and the 
three first books of Nicephorus Gregora.s, two writers of the 
ByaantLae' series, who have had the good fortune to meet with 
learned, editors, Leo Alktrus at Rome, snd John Boivin in the 
Aeademy of Inseriptioni of Paris. 
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CHAP, iujpe they were deprived bf thp ^eriol:'arnas and 
pelicy of Vataces einperoj Mce. From the 
Froj^ntifl to the rocky coast of P«fflphylia, Asia 
was ^coful and. prosperous under his reign : and 
the events of every jOampaiga extended his in¬ 
fluence iu Europe. The strong cities of the hills 
of Meeedonia and Thrace wbre rescued from the 
Bulgarians; and their kingdom was circumscribed 
byits present and proper limits/along the-southem 
banks of the Danubet The sole emperor of the 
BomaUs eoald- no longer brook that a lord of 
Epinisj a Gotnnenian prince of the West, should 
presume to^ dispute or share the honours of the 
purple ; and the humMe Demetrius changed the 
oplour of his biKkins; and accepted with gratitude 
the appeEation of despot His own subjects were 
exasperated by bis baseness and incapacity : they 
insplored the protection of their supreme lord. 
AfMsr some reastsnoe, tlie kingdom of Thessa- 
lonica was united to the empire of Nice; and 
Vataces reigned without a competitor from the 
Turkish borders to the Adriatic gulf. The princes 
of Europe revered his merit and power; and had 
he subscribed an orthodox creed, it should seem 
that the pope would have ^aedoncd without 
reluctance, the L>atin throne of Constantinople. 
Bjit the death of Vataces^ the short .^d busy 
reign of /Rieodore his son, and the helpless in¬ 
fancy of his grandson lohn, suspended theTestalra- 
tion of the Grreeks. , In the next ehapfar, I ^all 
explain their docoestk revolnti^; -thiF place, 
it will be sufiicfent to* observi^ the yoUng 
prince was oppressed by the ambitiaQ of bia guar* 
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<lian and colleagne Michael Palseologus, who dis- ctiap. 
played the virtues and vices that belong to the 
founder of a new dynasty. The emperor Baldwin Midiad 
had flattered himself, that he might recover some 
provinces or cities by an impotent negotiation, 

His ambassadors were dismissed from Nice with AD.ieag. 
mockery and contempt. At every place which 
they named, Pal»ologus alleged, some special rea¬ 
son, which rendered it dear and valuable in his 
eyes : in the one he was bom ; in another he 
had been first promoted to military command; 
and in a third he had enjoyed, and hoped long 
to enjoy, the pleasures of the chace. “ And what 
“ then do you propose to give us?” said the as¬ 
tonished deputies. “ Nothing,” replied the 
Greek, “ not a foot of Imid. If your master be 
“ desirous of peace, let him pay me, as an annual 
“ tribute, the sum which he receives from the 
“ trade and customs of Constantinople. On these 
“ terms I may allow him to reign. If he refuses, 

“ it is war. I am not ignorant of the art of 
" war, and I tmst the event to God and my 
“ swmd An expedition against the despot of 
Epirus was the first prelude of his arms. If a 
victory was followed by a defeat; if the race of the 
Comneni or AngeU survived iu those mountains 
his efforts and his reign ; the captivity of Ville- 
hardouin, prinee of Achaia, deprived the Latins 
of the most active and powerful vassal of their 
expiring monarchy. Tl» republics of Venice 
and G^oa disputed, in the first of their naval 

fS Gmrge ^cropolita, c. 78. p. 89, 90. edit. Paris. 
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nople re¬ 
covered by 
theGreeks, 
A.D. 1261 . 
July 25. 


wars, the command of the sea and the commerce 
of the East. Pride and interest attached the Ve- 
netians to the defence of Constantinople; their 
rivals were tempted to promote the designs of her 
enemies, and the'alliance of the Genoese with the 
schismatic conqueror provoked the indignation of 
the Latin church 

Intent on this great object, the emperor 
Michael visited in person and strengthened the 
troops and fortifications of Thrace. The remains 
of the Latins were dri^-en from their last posses¬ 
sions: he assaulted ’ without success the suburb 
of Galata; and corresponded with a perfidious 
baron, who proved unwilling, or unable, to open 
the gates of the metropolis. The next spring, his 
favourite general, Alexius Strategopulus, whom 
he had decorated with the title of Csesar, passed 
the Hellespont with eight hundred horse and 
some infantry * on a secret expeditibn. His in¬ 
structions enjoined him to approach," to listen, to 
watch, but not to risk any doubtful or dangerous 
enterprise, against the city. The adjacent terri¬ 
tory between the Propontis and the Black Sea, was 


^ The Gieeks, ashamed of any foreign aid, diifguiae the alliance 
and' Succour of the Genoese ; but the fcict is proved by the testi¬ 
mony of J. ViUani fChron. 1. vi. c. 71- in Muratori, Script. Remm 
Italicarum, tom. xili. p, 202 , 203.) and William de Nangis 
(Annales de St. Louis, p. 248. in the Louvre Joinville), two im- 
Jtartial foreigners^ and Urban IV. threatened to deprive Genoa of 
her archbishop. 

^ Some precautions must be used in reconciling the discordant 
numbers j the 800 soldiers of Nicetas, the 25,000 of Spandugino 
(apud Ducange, 1. v. c. 24.) ; -the Greeks and Sc)rthian 5 of Awo- 
polita; and the ntimerous army of Michael, in the Epistles of pope 
Urban u. ISO ) 
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cultivated by an hardy race of peasants a nd outlaws, chap. 
exercised in arms, uncertain in their allegiance, 
but inclined by language, religion, and present 
advantage, to the party of the Greeks. They 
were styled the volunteers^, and by their free 
service the army of Alexius, with the regulars 
of Thrace and the Coman auxiliarieswas aug¬ 
mented to the number of five-and-twenty thou¬ 
sand men. By the ardour of the volunteers, and 
by his own ambition, the Caesar was stimulated to 
disobey the precise orders of his master, in the 
just confidence that success would plead his par¬ 
don and reward. The w'eakness of Constantinople, 
and the distress and terror of the Latins, were 
familiar to the observation of the vol^unteers : and 
they represented the present moment as the most 
propitious to surprise and conquest. A rash youth, 
the new governor of the Venetian colony, had 
sailed away with thirty gallies, and the best of the 
French knights, on a wild expedition to Daph- 
nusia, a towm on the Black Sea, at the distance of 
forty leagues; and the remaining Latins were 
without strength or suspicion. They were in¬ 
formed that Alexius had passed the Hellespont; 
but their apprehensions were lidlcd by the small¬ 
ness of his original numbers; and their impru¬ 
dence had not watched the subsequent increase of 
his army. If he left his main body to second 

eeXijiucTofioi. Tliey are describe<tand named by Parhymer (1. 
iL c. 14.). 

It ia ncedksa to seek these Comans in the deserts of Tartary, 
or even of MaJdania, A part of the horde had submitted to Jdhn 
Vataces, and was probably settled as a nursery of soldiers on some 
tyaste lands of Thrace (Cantacuzen. 1. 1 . c. S.) 
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CHAP, and sttpfwrt his <:q)enitions, he might advalice us- 
perceived in the night with a chosen detachment. 
While some applied scahng-lsdders to the lowest 
part of the walls, they were secure of aa old 
Greek, who would introduce their companions 
through a subterraneous passage into his house ; 
they could soon tm the inside break an entrance 
through the golden gate, which had been long ob¬ 
structed ; and the conqueror would be in the heart 
of the city, before the Latins were conscious of 
their danger. After Some debate, theCaesM resigned 
■himself to the fiiith of the volunteers; they were 
trusty, bd.d, and successful; and iu describing the 
plan, I h&ve already related the execution and suc¬ 
cess®*. But no sooner had Alexius passed the 
threshold of the golden gate, than he trembled at' 
his own rashness-, he paused, he deliberated; tiU 
the desperate volunteers urged him forwards, by the 
assurance that iu retreat lay the greatest and most 
inevitable danger. Whilst the Caesar kept his 
regulars in firm array, the Comans dispersed them- 
selvei on aU Sides; an alarm was sounded, and 
the threats of-fire and piUage compelled the citi- 
aens to a decisive resolution. Tdie Greeks of 
C^uitantiuople. remembered their native sove¬ 
reigns; the Genoese mefohants their recent alli- 
anoe and Venetian foes; every quarter was in 
arm«V and the; air resounded with a general ao- 

*1 The loss of Constaatfiiople ia i>rid!y told by the Latina: the 
conqueit ia deacrihcd with more satisfaction by die Greeka; by 
Acn^Hta (c. 65.), Pachymer (1- U- c. «6, 9^.), Nicephorm Gre- 
' piai (1. tv. c. 1, 2.). See Ducaage, HUt de C. P. L v. c. 1^27- 
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elimatiofn of “ Long life and victory to Michael 
“and John, the august emperors of the Ro- 
“ mans!” Their rival, Bald'win, was awakened 
by the sound; but the most pressing danger could 
not prompt him to draw his sword in the defence 
of a city which he deserted, perhaps, with more 
pleasure than regrd;: he jfed from the palace to 
the sea shore, vdiere he descried the welcome sails 
of the fleet returning from the vain and fruitless 
attempt on Daphnusia. Constantinople was irre¬ 
coverably lost; but the Latin emperor and the 
principal femilies embarked on board the Vene¬ 
tian gallics, and stetied for the isle of Euboea, and 
afterwards for Italy, where the royal fugitive was 
entertained by the pope and Sicihan king with a 
mixture of cont^pt and pity. From the loss of 
Constantinople to his death, he consumed thirteen 
years, soHciting the Catholic powers to join in his 
restoration: the lesson liad been familiar to his 
youth; nor was his last exile more indigent or 
shameful than his three former pilgrimages to the 
courts of Europe. His son Philip was the heir 
of an ideal empire; and the pretensions of his 
daughter Catharine were transported by her mar¬ 
riage to Charles of Valois, the brother of Philip 
the Fair, king of France. The house of Courte¬ 
nay was represented in the female line by succes¬ 
sive alliances, till the title of emperor of Constanti¬ 
nople, too bulky ^ad sonorous for a private name, 
modestly expired in silence and oblivion 

See Uielbroe.last bookffl.v—viu.), ajid the gencaJoplciil tables 
of Dticaij^. Jp the yev 138Si, the titular emperor of Constantino- 


CHAP. 

LXI. 
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CHAP. After-this narrative of the expeditions of the 
Latins to Palestine and Constantinople, I cannot 
General dismiss the snhject -without revolving the general, 
quentes of conscquences on the countries that were the 
scene, mid on the nations that were the actors, 
of these memorable crusades As-soon as the 
arms of the Franks were withdrawn, the impres- 
sioh, though not the memory, was erased in the 
Mahometan realms of Egypt and Syria. The 
faithful disciples of the prophet were never 
tempted by a profane desire to study the laws 
Of language Of the idolaters; nor did the sim¬ 
plicity of theft p»rimitive manners receive the 
slightest‘ alteration from theft intercourse in peace 
and war vpith the xmknown strangers of the West. 
The Greeks, who thought themselves proud, but 
who were only vain, showed a disposition somewhat 
less inflexible. In the efforts for the recovery of 
their empire, they emulated the valour, discipline, 
and tactics, of their antagonists. The modern litera¬ 
ture of the West they might justly despise; but 
its free spirit would instruct theta in the rights of 
man; and some institutions of public and private 
life were adopted from the French. The corre¬ 
spondence of Constantinople and Italy diffused the 

pl« was James de BauXi duke of And^Ia In the kiagdont of Naples, 
ihe son of Margaret, daughter of Catherine de Valois, daughter of 
Catharine, daughter ofPhihp, son of Baldwin II. (Ducange, I. viii 
c. 37, 38.). It is uncertain whether he left any posterity. 

6* Abulfeda, who saw the conclusion of the crusades, speaks of 
the kingdoms of the Franks, and those of the Negroes, as equally 
* unknown (Prolegom. ad Geograph.). , Had he not disdained the 
1 jlin language, how easily might the Syrian prince have found 
books and interpreters! 
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knowledge of the Latin tongue; and several of the chap. 
fathers and classics were at length honoured with 
a Greek version^. But the national and reli¬ 
gious prejudices of the Orientals were inflamed 
by persecution ; and the reign of the Latins con¬ 
firmed the separation of tlie two churches. 

If we compare, at the sera of the crusades, the 
Latins of Europe with the Greeks and Arabians, 
their respective degrees of knowledge, industry, 
and art, our rude ancestors must be content with 
the third rank in the scale of nations. Their 
successive improvement and present superiority 
may be ascribed to a peculiar energy of character, 
to an active and imitative spirit, unknown to their 
more polished rivals, who at that time were in a 
■ stationary or retrograde state. With such a dis¬ 
position, the Latins should have derived the most 
early and essential benefits from a series of events 
which opened to their eyes the prospect of the 
world, and introduced them to a long and fre¬ 
quent intercourse vpith the more cultivated re¬ 
gions of the East. The first and most obvious 
progress was in trade and manufactures, in the 
arts which are strongly prompted by the thirst 
of wealth, the calls of necessity, and the gratifica¬ 
tion of the sense or vanity. Among the crowd of 
unthinking fanatics, a captive or a pilgrim might 

** A short and superficial account of these versions from I.atiu 
into Greek, is given by Huetfde Interpretatione et de clarli Inter- 
ptetibus, p. 131 —135.). Maximus Planudes, a monk of Constan¬ 
tinople fA. D. 1327—1363), lias translated Caisar’s Commentaries, 
the SomtuumScipkmis, the Metamorphoses and Heroides of Ovid, 

3tc. (Fabric. Bib. Gr*c tom. X. p. 533 ). 

VOL. XL, U 
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CHAP, sometimea observe the superior refinements of 
Cairo and Constantinople; the first importer of 
wind-mills*^ was the benefactor of nations; and 
if such blessings are enjoyed without any grate¬ 
ful remembrance, history has condescended to no¬ 
tice the more apparent luxuries of silk and sugar, 
which were transported into Italy froin Greece and 
Egj'pt. But the intellectual wants of the Latius 
were more slowly felt and supplied; the ardour ot 
studious curiosity was awakened in Europe by dif¬ 
ferent causes and more recent events; and, in the 
age of the crusades, they viewed with careless in¬ 
difference the literature of the Greeks and Ara¬ 
bians. Some rudiments of mathematical and me¬ 
dicinal knowledge might be imparted in practice 
and in figures; necessity might produce some in- 
terpretcrs*for the grosser business of merchants and 
soldiers; but the commerce of the Orientals had 
not difiiised the study and knowledge of their 
languages in the schools of Europe*^. If a simi¬ 
lar principle of religion repulsed the idiom of the 
Koran, it should have excited their patience and 
tiuiosity to understand the original text of the 
Gospel; and the same grammar would have un¬ 
folded the sense of Plato and the beauties of Ho- 

(5 Windmilli, first invented in tlie dry country of Asia Mind', 
irere used in Nortnandy as early as vhe year 1105 (Vie prhee da^ 
Franyois', tom. i. p. 42,43. Ducaiige, Gloss. Latin, tom. iv. p. 474 1 

® See the complaints of Roger Bacon (Biographia Britaniiia«i 
Ttd. i. p. 418. KippU’s edition). If Bacon himself, or Gerbe 
nnderstood fonie Greek, they were prbdigies, atui owed nothing t® 
the commerce of the East. 
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ini}r. Yet in a reign of sixty years, the Latins of cHap. 
Constantinople disdained the speech and leaniing 
of their subjects; and the manuscripts were the 
only treasures which the natives might enjoy with¬ 
out rapine or env)'. Aristotle was indeed the 
oracle of the Western universities, but it was a 
barbarous Aristotle; and, instead of ascending to 
the fountain head, his Latin votaries humbly ac¬ 
cepted a corrupt and remote version from the Jews 
and Moors of Andalusia. The principle of the 
crusades was a savage fanaticism ; and the most im¬ 
portant effects were analogous to the cause. Each 
pilgrim was ambitious to return with his sacred 
spoils, the relics of Greece and Palestine®'; and 
each relic was preceded and followed by a train of 
miracles and visions. The belief of the Catholics 
was corrupted by new legends, their practice by 
new superstitious; and the establishment of the 
inquisition, the mendicant orders of monks and 
friars, the last abuse of indulgences, and the final 
])rogre.ss of idolatrj", ftoYi'ed from the baletnl foun¬ 
tain of the holy wailMfjThc active spirit ol the 
Latins preyed on the vitals of their reason and re¬ 
ligion ; and if the ninth and tenth centuries were 
the times of darkness, the thirteenth and four¬ 
teenth were the age of absurdity and fable. 

In the profession of Christianity, in the culti¬ 
vation of a fertile land, the northern conquerors 

Such was the opinion of the great Leibiiiu (Oeuvres iJe Fop- 
tenelle, tom. v. p. 4S8.),a master of the history of the niiiUUc ages. 

I shall only instance the pedigree of the Carmelite*, and the flight 
of the Iiouse of Loretto, which were both derived from P.'.lcsiinr. 
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CHAP, of the Roman empire insensibly mingled with 
the pro\incials, and rekindled the embers of the 
arts of antiquity. Their settlements about the , 
age of Charlemagne had acquired some degree of 
order and stability, when they were overwhelmed 
by new swarms of invaders, the Normans, Sara¬ 
cens and Hungarians, who replunged the west- 
eni countries of Europe into their former state of 
anarchy and barbarism. About the eleventh cen- 
tiuy, the second tempest had subsided by the ex¬ 
pulsion or conversion of the enemies of Christen¬ 
dom : the tide of civiUzation, which had so long 
ebbed, began to flow witli a steady and accelerated 
course; and a fairer prospect was opened to the 
hopes and efforts of the rising generations. Great 
was the increase, and, rapid the progress, dur¬ 
ing the two hundred years of the crusades; 
and some philosophers have applauded the pro¬ 
pitious influence of these holy wars, which ap¬ 
pear to me to have checked rather than for¬ 
warded the maturity of J^urppe The lives and 
labours of millions, wh|jj» were buried in the 
East, would have been more profitably employed 
in the improvement of their native country: the 
accumulated stock of industry and wealth would 


ir i rank the Saracens with the Barbarians, it is only.rekuve 
to their wars, or rather inroads, in ItaJy and France, where their 
sole purpose was to plunder and destroy. ' 

*9 On this interesting subject, the progress of society in Europe, 
a strong ray of philosophictd Ijght has broke from Scotland in our 
own times j and ivis with private, as well as public regard, that 1 
repeal the names of Hume, Robertson, and Adam Smith. 
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have overflowed in navigation and trade ; and the ch ap. 
Latins would have been enriched and enlightened 
by a pure and friendly correspondence with the 
climates of the East. In one respect I can indeed 
perceive the accidental operation of the crusades, 
not so much in producing a benefit as in renio^ ing 
an evil. The larger portion of the inhabitants of 
Europe was chained to the soil, without freedom, 
or property, or knowledge; and the two orders of 
ecclesiastics and nobles, whose numbers were com¬ 
paratively small, alone desen^ed the name of 
citizens and men. This oppressive system was 
supported by the arts of the clergy and the swords 
of the barons. The authority of the priests operated 
in the darker ages as a salutary antidote: tliey 
prevented the total extinction of letters, mitigated 
the fierceness of the times, sheltered the poor and 
defenceless, and presented or revived the peace 
and order of civil society. But the independence, 
rapine, and discord, of the feudal lords nere 
unmixed with any semblance of good ; and every 
hope of industry and improvement was crushed by 
the iron weight of the martial aristocracy. Among 
the causes that undermined that Gothic edifice, a 
conspicuous place must be allowed to the crusades. 

The estates of the barons were di3sipa:ted, and 
their race was often extinguished, in these' costly 
and perilous expedition^JTheir poverty extorted 
from their pride tl^uMiflffiarters of freedom which 
unlockedIhe^fetttosbfthe slave, secured the faimi 
of the peasamf and the shop of the artificer, and 
gradually restored a substance and «, soul to the 
most numerous, and useful part of the commu- 
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CflAP. nity. The conflagration which destroyed the tall 
and barren trees of the forest gave air and scope 
to the vegetation of the smaller and nutritive plants 
of the soil. 


Digression on the Family of Courtenay. 

The purple of three emperors, who have reigned 
at Constantiftople, will authorise or excuse a di¬ 
gression on the origin and singular fortunes of the 
house of Courtenay’", in the three principal 
branches, I. Of Edessa; II. Of France; and. III. 
Of England; of which the last only has survived 
the revolutions of eight hundred years, 
f I. Before the introduction of trade, which 

Origin ot * ^ • 1 1- 1 

ti.p family scatters riches, and of knowledge, which dispels 
of (.omic- prerogative of birth is most strongly 

A 13,1020. humbly acknowledged. In every 

a^e. the laws and manners dl the Germans hai'c 
discrimhiated the ranks of society: the dukes 
and counts, who shared the empire of Charlemagne, 
converted their office to an inheritance ; and to his 
children, ^ch feudal lord bequeathed his honour 


TO I have applied, but not confined, myself to A genealogical 
HistCfry ^ the nolilc and iUusirious Family cf Courtenay, by Ena 
Cicabelani, Tutor to Str William CAtkeuay, and Hector of’Honiton; 
'Eiw. I'/aS. in folia. The'firtt part is extiteted from William of 
TvTCi the second from Boucltet’s French history; and the third 
from various meinonals, public, provincial, and private, of the 
Conrtenij^ of Devonshire. The rector of floniton has more 
gratitude than industry, and more iudttstry than criticism. 
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Ami his sword. The proudest families arc content riLVl'. 
to lose, in the darkness of the middle ages, the 
tree of their pedigree, which, however deep and 
lofty, must ultimately rise from a plebeian root; 
and their historians must descend ten centuries 
below the Christian sera, before they can ascertain 
any lineal succession by the endcnce of surnames, 
of arms, and of authentic records. With the 
first rays of light”, we discern the nobihty and 
opulence of Atho, a French knight: his nobility, 
in the rank and title of a jiameless father; his 
opulence, in the foundation of the castle of 
C4)urtenay in the district of Gatinpis, about fifty- 
six miles to the south of Paris. From tlie reign 
of Robert, the son of Hugh Capet, the barons of 
Courtenay are conspicuous among the immediate 
vassals of the crown ; and Joscelin, the grandson 
of Atho and a noble dame, is enrolled among the 
heroes of the first crusade. A domestic alliance, 

(their mother's were sisters) attached him to the 
standard of Baldwin of Brueres, the second count . 

® roiinti ot 

cf Edessu: a princely fief, which he was worthy Fxicssa, 
to receive, and able to maintain, announces the ' 

number of his martial followers; and after the 
departure of bis cousin* Joscelia hitnself was in¬ 
vested with the county of Edessa on both sides 
of the Euphrates. By theoeconomy in peace, his 
tenitones were replenished with Latin and SjTian 
subjects; hia magaEines with com, wine, and oil; 

n The priroitK c record of the Crmily, is a pai8*ge of die «on- 
tinuator of Almoirr, a nioiik of Fleury, who wrote in the xikh 
century. See iris Chronicle, in the Historians of France (torn. 5ti. 
p. S76.). 
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CHAP, his castles with gold’ and silver, with arms and 
LXI ^ 

horses. In a holy warfare of thirty years, he was 

alternately a conqueror and a captive: but he 
died like a soldier, in an horse-litter at the head 
of his troops ; and his last glance beheld the flight 
of the Turkish invaders who had presumed on his 
age and infirmities. His son and successor, of 
the same name, was less deficient in valour than 
in vigilance; but he sometimes forgot that 
dominion is acquired and maintained by the same 
arts. He challenged -the hostility of the Turks, 
without securing the friendship of the prince of 
Antioch; and, amidst the peaceful luxiuy of Tur- 
bessel, in Syria’*, Joscelin neglected the defence 
of the Christian frontier beyond the Euphrates. 
In his absence, Zenghi, the first of the Atabeks, 
besieged and stormed his capital^ Edesea, which 
was feebly defended by a timorous and disloyal 
crowd of Orientals : the Franks were oppressed in 
a bold attempt for its recovery, and Courtenay 
ended his days in the prison of Aleppo. He still 
left a fair and ample patrimony. But the victorious 
Turks oppressed on aU sides the weakness of a 
widow and orphan ; and, for the equivalent of an 
annual pension, they resigned to the Greek emperor 
the charge of defending, and the shame of losing, 
the last relics of the Latin conquest. The coun¬ 
tess dowager of Edessa retired to Jerusalem with 
her two diUdren; the daughter, Agnes, became 


71 TurbeMel, or as it is now styled Telbesber, is fixed by 
D’AOville four-aiid-twcnty mitfi from the great passage over the 
EuphratM at Zeugma. 
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the wife and mother of a king; the son, Joscelin CH ar 
the third, accepted the oflSce of seneschal, the 
first of the kingdom, and held his new estates in 
Palestine by the service of fifty knights. His 
name appears with honour in all the transactions 
of peace and war ; but he finally vanishes in the 
fall of Jerusalem; and the name of Courtenay, in 
this branch of Edessa, was lost by the marriage 
of his two daughters vdth a French and a German 
baron 

II. While Joscelin reigned beyond the Eu- 
phrates, his elder brother Milo, the son of Josce- nays of 
hn, the son of Atho, continued, near the Seine, 
to possess the castle of their fathers, which was at 
length inherited by Rainaud, or Reginald, the 
youngest of his three sons. Examples of genius 
or virtue must be rare in the annals of the oldest 
famihes; and, in a remote age, their pride will 
embrace a deed of rapine and \4olence; such, 
however, as could not be perpetrated without 
some superiority of courage, or, at least, of power. 

A descendant of Reginald of Comrtenay may blusl# 
for the pubhc robber, who stripped and impri¬ 
soned several merchants, after they had satisfied 
the king’s dutiei^ at Sens and Orleans. He vill 
glory in the offence, since the bold offender could 
not be compelled to obedience and restitution, till 
the regent and the count of Champagne prepared 


His po8seshions aredistinguiaJicd in the Assize* of Jerusalem 
(c. 326.) among the feudal tenures of the kingdom, whicli must 
therefore have been collected between the years 1153 ajid 1.187- 
His pedigree may be found in the Lignages d’Outrcnier,c. iC. 
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C1E\P- to march against him at the head of an army 
Reginald bestowed his estates on his eldest daugh 
Their aiii- ter, and his daughter on the seventh son of kins 

ance with t i i • ^ 

the royal Ijouis the b at; and their marriage W'as crownef 

A.'d.Vijo. * numerous offspring. We might exped 
that a private should have merged in a royal name; 
and that the descendants of Peter of France and 
Fllizabeth of Courtenay would have enjoyed the 
title and honours of princes of the blood. But 
this legitimate claim was long neglected and finally 
denied; and the causes of their disgrace will re¬ 
present the story of this second branch, i. Of all 
the famihes now extant, the most ancient, doubtless, 
and the most illustrious, is the house of France, 
which has occupied the same throne above eight 
hundred years, and descends, in a clear and lineal 
scries of males, from the middle of the ninth cen¬ 
tury "I In the age of the crusades, it wa^ already 

The rapine and satisfaction of Reginald de Courtenay,are pre¬ 
posterously arranged in the Epistles of the abbot and regent Suger 
(cxiv. cxvi,), the best memorials of the age (Duchesne, Scriptorcs 
•11 1 st. Franc tom. iv. p. 530.). 

In the beglnnbig of the xith eentiny, after naming the father 
»nd grandfather of Hugh Capet, the monk Glaber is obliged to add, 
ciyus genus valdc in^mte reperitur obscurum. Yet we are assured 
tliat ■ftte great grandfather of Hugh Capet was Robert the Strong, 
count of Anjou (A. D. 863—873), a noble Frank of Neiistria, 
Ncustricus . . . generosse stirpis, who was slain in the defence of 
Ills country against the Normans, dmnpatrije fines tuebatur. Be¬ 
yond Robert, all is conjecture or fable. It is a probable conjecture, 
that the third race descended from the second by Childebrand, the 
brother of Charles Martel. It is an absurd fable, that the aecoiid 
waa allied to the first by the marriage of Ansbert, a Roman sena¬ 
tor and the ancestor of St. Arnoul, with Blitildc, a dau_ghter of 
CloljBiiO I- The Saxon origin of the house of France is an ancient 
but incredible fipinion. See jt judicious jiiepoir of M. dc Foiice, 
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revered both in the East and West. But from chap. 
Hugh Capet to the marriage of Peter, no more 
than five reigns or generations had elapsed; and 
so precarious was their title, that the eldest 
sons, as a necessary precaution, were previously 
crowned during the life-time of their fathers. The 
peers of France have long maintained their prece¬ 
dency before the younger branches of the royal 
line, nor had the princes of the blood, in the 
twelfth century, acquiretl that hereditary lustre 
which is now diffused over the most remote candi¬ 
dates for the succession. 2. The barons of Courtenay 
must have stood high in their own estimation, and 
in that of the world, since they could impose on 
the son of a king the obligation of adopting for 
himself and all his descendants the name and arms 
of theit daughter and his wife. In the marriage 
of an heiress with her inferior or her equal, such 
exchange was often required and allowed: but as 
they continued to diverge from the regal stem, the 
sons of Ijouis the Fat were insensibly confounded 
with their maternal ancestors; and the new Cour¬ 
tenays might deserve to forfeit the honours of their 
birth, which a motive of interest had tempted them 
to renounce. 3. The shame was far more pemia- 
neut than the reward, and a momentary blaze 
Was followed by a long darkness. The eldest son 
of these nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar¬ 
ried, as I have already mentioned, the sister of the 

fnagtite (Memoires de I’Acailemle des In'cription!, tom. ts. p. 

—67p.). He had promised lo declare his o\\-n opiniofl in a sacoird 
memair, which has^icvtr appeared. 
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CHAP, counts of 'Flanders, the two first emperors of 
Constantinople: he rashly accepted the invitation 
of the barons of Romania ; his two sons, Robert 
and Baldwin, successively held and lost the remains 
of the Latin empire in the East, and the grand¬ 
daughter of Baldwin the second again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. 
To support the expences of a troubled and transi¬ 
tory reign, their patrimonial estates were mort¬ 
gaged or sold; and the last emperors of Constan¬ 
tinople depended on the annual charity of Rome 
and Naples. 

While the elder brothers dissipated their wealth 
in romantic adventures, and the castle of Cour¬ 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian owner, the 
younger branches of that adopted name were pro¬ 
pagated and multiplied. But their splendour was 
clouded by poverty and time: after the defcease of 
Robert, great butler of France, they descended 
fTom_ princes to barons; the next generations 
were confoundetl with the simple gentry; the de¬ 
scendants of Hugh Capet could no longer be visi¬ 
ble in the rural lords of Tanlay and of Champig- 
nelles. The more adventurous embraced without 
dishonour the profession of a soldier: the least 
active and opulent might sink, like their cousins 
of the branch of Dreux, into the condition of 
peasants. Their royal descent, in a dark period 
qf four hundred years, became each day more 
obsolete and ambiguous; and their pedigree, in¬ 
stead of being enrolled in the annals of the king¬ 
dom, must be painfidly searched by the minute 
diligence of heralds and gcnealogiata.. It was not 
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till the end of the sixteenth century, on the acces- chap. 
sion of a family almost as remote as their own, 
that the princely spirit of the Courtenays again 
revived; and the question of the nobility, provoked 
them to assert the royalty, of their bloorl. They 
appealed to the justice and compassion of Mcnr)' the 
fourth; obtained a favourable opinion from twenty 
lawyers of Italy and Germany, and modestly com¬ 
pared themselves to the descendants of king David, 
whose prerogatives were not impaired by the lapse 
of ages or the trade of a carpenter'*’. But every 
ear was deaf, and every circumstance was adverse, 
to their lawful claims. The Bourbon kings were 
justified by the neglect of the Valois ; the princes 
of the blood, more recent and lofty, disdained the 
alliance of this humble kindred : the parliament, 
without denying their proofs, eluded a dangerous 
precedent by an arbitrary distinction, and esta¬ 
blished St. Louis as the first father of the royal 
hne’^. A repetition of complaints and protests 

7® Of the various petitions, apologies, &r. jiuhlishod hy the 
princes of Courtenay, I have seen the three following, all in octavo • 

1. De Stirpe et Originc Domus de Courtenay addita sunt Re- 
sponsa celeberriruonira Europac Jurisconsultoruin ; I’aris, lf)07. 

2 Representation du Precede tenft a I’instance faicte devanl le 
Roi, par Messieurs de Courtenay, pour la conservation de I’Hon- 
neuret Dignity de 'leur Maieon, branche de la royalle Matson de 
France; k Paris, I6l3. 3. Representation du subject qui a portd 

Messieurs de Salles et de Fraville, de la Maison de Courtenay, k 
se retirer hors du Royaume, ]6l4. It was an homicide, for which 
the Courtenays expected to be pardoned, or tried, as princes of the 
blood. 

tr The sense of the parliaments is thus expressed by Tliuanus ; 

Principis nomen nusquam in (rallifl tributum, nisi iis qui per tna*- 
res e regibus nostris origineni repetunt; qui nunc tantum a Ludo¬ 
vico ttono beatae memorise numerantur; nam Cnrhniti et Dro- 
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CHAP, was repeatedly disregarded; and the hopeless pur- 
suit was terminated in the present centur)" by the 
death of the last male of the family'". Their 
painful and anxious situation was alleviated by 
the pride of conscious virtue; they sternly rejected 
tliejltemptations of fortune and favour; and a dying 
Courtenay would have sacrificed his son, if the 
youth could have renounced, for any temporal in¬ 
terest, the right and title of a legitimate prince of 
the blood of France'®. 

JII. The III. According to the old register of Ford 
nays^oT Abbey, the Courtenays of Devonshire are de- 
Kngland. gccnded from prince Florus, the second son 
of Peter, and the grandson of Louis the Fat"". 
This fable of the grateful or venal monks was 
too respectfully entertained by our antiquaries, 


censes, a Lud()^ico crassn genus dncciitcs, hodie inter cos inininie 
jcccnsenlur. A distinction of expediency rather than justice. 
The sanctity of Louis IX. could not invest him with any special 
prerogative, and all the descendants of Hugh Capcl must be in¬ 
cluded in his original compact with ihc French nation. 

The last male of the Courtenays was Charles Roger, who 
died in the year 1730, witJiout leaving any sons. The last fema'e 
was Helene de Courtenav, wlm married F.ouis de Beaufremont. 
Her title of Princcsse du Sang Royal de France, was suppressed 
(February 7lh, 1737) by an urn't of tlie |)arliaiiient of Pans. 

79 The singular anecdote to which I allude, is related in (he Re- 
Ciiejl des Pieces intcres.santcs ct peu connues (Macstiicht, 1781), in 
4 vols. 12mo.); and the unknown editor quotes his author, who had 
received it from Helciic de Courtenay, marquise de Beaufremont. 

Dugdale Monasticon Aiiglicanura, vol. i. p. 78(>. Yet this 
fable must haie been invented before the reign of Fidward III. 
The profuse devotion of the three first generations to Ford Abbes, 
was followed by oppression on one side and ingratitude on the 
•tiler; and in tbe sixth generation, the monks ceased to register 
the births, actions, anddealha of their patrons. 
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Canibden®* and*Dugdale®^: but it is so clearly re- CHAP, 
pugnaiit to truth and time, that the rational pride 
of the family now refuses to accept this imaginary 
founder. Their most faithful historians believe, 
that after giving his daughter to the king’s son, 
Keginald of Courtenay abandoned his possessions 
in France, and obtained from the Ensrlish mo- 
narch a second wife and a new inheritance. It is 
certain, at least, that Henry the second distin- 
gui.shed in his camps and councils, a Reginald, of 
the name and anus, and, as it may be fairly pre¬ 
sumed, of the genuine race, of the Courtenays of 
France. The right of wardship enabled a feudal 
lord to reward his vassal with the marriage and 
estate of a noble heiress; and Reginald of Courte¬ 
nay acquired a fair establishment in Devonshire, 
where his posterity has Ik'cu seated above six hun¬ 
dred years From a Norman baron, Baldwin de 
Brioniis, who had been invested by the Conqueror, 

Hawise, the wife of Reginald, derived the honour 
of Okehampton, which was held by the service 
of ninety-three knights; and a female might claim 
the manly offices of hereditary viscount or she¬ 
riff, and of captain of the royal castle of FiXeter. 


** In his Britannij, m the list of the enrK of ])c\ onshirc. His 
expression, c reirio sanguiiio ortos rrcduril, !i(‘tra_vs lios'. L-\tr >oni? 
doubt or suspicion. 

** In his Baronage, P. i. p. Hal, he n f i. to Ins own Mon iso- 
con. Should he not liavc correcUd '.he nttlsleri-' j^'erd .Vbhc), 
*nd annihilated the phanloni l loru', hy the nn'nii stioij.dile (W- 
donce of the I'lCtirh historians' 

Beside.s the tliird .'uid most saluahle liook ot ('ll■,■lvlda^d’s ll-i- 
tnry, 1 have consulted Do jihdc, the rnhci <j; our ; ei c.doc r ^l 
science (Baronage, P ; ]> !— h-i.' 
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CHAP. 

LXI. 


The earls 
of Devon¬ 
shire. 


Their son Robert married the sister of the earl 
of Devon ; at the end of a century, on the failure 
of the family of Rivers‘S, his great-grandson, 
Hugh the second, succeeded to a title which was 
stiU considered as a territorial dignity : and twelve 
earls of Devonshire, of the name of Courtenay, 
have flourished in a period of two hundred and 
twenty years. They were ranked among the chief 
of the barons of the realm; nor was it till after a 
strenuous dispute, that they yielded to the fief of 
Arundel, the first place in the parliament of Eng¬ 
land : their alliances were contracted with the no¬ 
blest families, the Veres, Despensexs, St. Johns, 
Talbots, Bohuus, and even the Plantagenets them¬ 
selves ; and in a contest with John of Lancaster, 
a Courtenay, bishop of London, and afterwards 
archbishop of Canterbury, might be accused of pro¬ 
fane confidence in tbe strength and number of his 
kindred. In peace, the earls of Devon resided in 
their numerous castles and manors of the west: 
their ample revenue was appropriated to devotion 
and hospitality; and the epitaph of Edward, sur- 
named, from his misfortune, the blind, from his 
virtues, the good, earl, inculcates with much inge¬ 
nuity a moral sentence, which may however be 
abused by thoughtless generosity. After a grate¬ 
ful commemoration of the fifty-five years of union 
and happiness, which he enjoyed with Mabel his 
wife, the good earl thus speaks from the tomb : 


^ This great family, de Ripuariis, de Redvers, de Rivers, ended 
in Edward the fifth’s time, in Isabella de Foriihus, a famous and 
potent dowager, who long sunived her brother and husband 
(Dugdalc, Baronage, P. i. p. —2.S7.). 
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AVliat we gave, we have ; 

What we spent, we had ; 

What we left, we lost 

But their losses, in this sense, were far superior to 
their gifts and expenccs ; and their heirs, not less 
than the poor, were the objects of their paternal 
care. The sums which they paid for livery and 
seisin, attest the greatness of their possessions; 
and several estates have remained in their family 
since the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In 
war, the Courtenays of England fultilled the 
duties, and deserved the honours, of clii\alry. 
They were often entrusted to levy and command 
the militia of Devonshire and Cornwall; they 
often attended their supreme lord to the borders 
of Scotland; and in foreign service, for a stipula¬ 
ted price, they sometimes maintained four^« core 
men at arms and as many archers. By sea and 
land they fought under the standard of the Ed¬ 
wards and Henries: their names are conspicuous 
in battles, in tournaments, and in the original list 
of the order of the garter; three brothers shared 
the Spanish victory of the Black Prince; and in 
the lapse of six generations, the English Courte¬ 
nays had learned to despise the nation and coun¬ 
try from which they derived their origin. In 
the quarrel of the tw'o roses, the earls of Devon 
adhered to the house of Lancaster, and three 


Lias 


( II.M' 
l.Xl 


Cleiv'eland, p. Bv it ii a-..i^iie(l lo a Bivcrs carl uf 

t^evon : but thf Kngli'ili tlcnulcs ilic xvih, rultior tlijii tlic xiiiili, 
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brothers successively died, cither in the field or on 
the scaffold. Their honours and estates were re¬ 
stored by Henry the seventh; a daugliter of Ed¬ 
ward the fourtli was not disgraced by the nuptials 
of a Courtenay ; their son, who was created mar¬ 
quis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of his cousin 
Henry the eiglith; and in the camp of Cloth of 
Gold, he broke a lance against the French mo¬ 
narch. But the favour of Henry was the prelude 
of disgrace; his disgrace w'as the signal of death ; 
and of the victims of the jealous tyrant, the mar¬ 
quis of Exeter is one of the most noble and guilt¬ 
less. His son Edward liveel a prisoner in the 
Tower, and died an exile at Padua; and the secret 
love of queen Mary, whom he slighted, perhaps 
for the jrrinccss Elizabeth, has shed a romantic 
coloivr on the stor}^ of this beautiful youth. The 
relics of his patrimony were conveyed into' strange 
families by the marriages of his four aunts; and his 
personal honours, as if they had been legally ex¬ 
tinct, were revived by the patents of succeeding 
princes. But there still survived a lineal descendant 
of Hugh the first earl of Devon, a younger branch 
of the Courtenays, who have been seated at Pow- 
derham castle abo\ c four hundred years, from the 
reign of Edw'ard the third to the present hour. 
Their estates have been increased by the grant 
and improvement of lands in Ireland, and they 
have been recently restored to the honours of the 
peerage. Yet the Courtenays still retain the 
plainti\’e motto, which asserts the innocence, and 
deplores the fall, of their ancient house While 

III Q’r.ifJhi?' .1 mono which'was probabiy adopted 
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they sigh for past greatness, they are doubtless chap. 
sensible of present blessings: in the long series of 
the Courtenay annals, the most splendid sera is 
likewise the most unfortunate; dor can an opulent 
peer of Britain be inclined to envy the emperors 
of Constantinople, who wandered over Europe to 
solicit alms for the support of their dignity and the 
defence of their capital. 

by the Powderham branch, after the loss of the earldom of Devon¬ 
shire, &c. The primitive arms of the Courtenays were, (Ir, Mrtc 
tarfeaux. Gules, which seem to denote their affinity vvitli Godfrey of 
Bouillon, and the ancient counts of Boulogne. 
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CHAP. LXII. 

The Greek Emperors of Nicea)>d Constantinople .— 
Elevation and Reign of Michael PaUcologus .— 
Ills false Union with the Pope and the Latin 
Church.—Hostile Designs of Charles of Anjou. 
■—Revolt of Sicilp .— War of the Catalans in 
Asia and Greece.—Revolutions and present Slah 
of Athens. 

CHAP. Tiie loss of Constantiuople restored a momentary 
-vigour to the Greeks. From their palaces, the 
]lei>tora- princes and nobles were driven into the field ; and 
f ;rcc'k*^em- fragments of the falling monarchy -were grasped 
pirc. jjy hands of the most vigorous or the most skil¬ 
ful candidates. In the long and barren pages of the 
llyzantineannals’, it would not be an easy task to 
Tlifoiiorc equal the two characters of Theodore Lascaris and 
Hucas A^ataces", who replanted and upheld 
—ic.' 2 . the Roman standard at Nice in Bithynia. The 

difterence of their virtues was happily suited to the 

1 For the reignv of the Niccue emperors, more especially of John 
Vatacei and his son, their minister, George Acropolua, is the only 
genuine contemjroran ■ but George Pachynier leturned to Con- 
stantinojilc with the Greeks at the age of nineteen (Hanckius, <lt 
Script. Bvzant. c. 3.3, 34. p. .'■>64~,s78. Fabric. Bibliot. Gri-c. 
tom. vi. p. 448—400.). Yet the history of Nicephorus Gregoras, 
though of the xivth century, is a raluablc narratire troiii the taking 
of Constantino])le by the I.atins. 

- Niccphorus Ciregoras (l.ii. c. 1.) (h-linguishcs between the 
oCtia oja*r) of luiscaris, and the fcraCeia ul Vataces. Tlic two por¬ 
traits are 111 a ser^ good dylc. 
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diversity of their situation. lu his first efforts, 
the fugitive I^ascaris commanded only three cities 
and two thousand soldiers: his reign was the 
season of generous and active despair: in every 
military operation he staked his life and crown : 
and his enemies, of the Hellespont and the Ma?- 
aucler, were surprised by his celerity and subdued 
by his boldness. A \ictorious reign of eighteen 
years expanded the principality of Nice to the 
magnitude of an empire. The throne of his suc¬ 
cessor and son-in-law Vataces was founded on a 
more solid basis, a larger scope, and more ])len- 
tiful resource's ; and it was the temper, as well as 
the interest, of Vataccs to calculate the risk, to 
e.xpect the moment, and to ensure the success, 
of his ambitious designs. In the decline of the 
Latins,'! have briefly exposed the progress of the 
Greek ; the prudent and gradual ad\ anccs ol a 
conqueror, who, in a reign of thirtv-tlucc years, 
rescued the provinces from national and foreign 
msurpers, till he pressed on all sides the Imperial 
city, a leafless and sapless trunk, ^\hich must iall 
at the first stroke of the axe. Hut his inteiior 
and jreacefid administration is still more deserv¬ 
ing of notice and praise '. The calamities of 
the times had wasted tlie numbers and the sub¬ 
stance of the Creeks ; the motives and the means 
of agriculture were extirpated; and the mo.st 
fertile lands were left without cultivation or in¬ 
habitants. A portion of this vacant property 

■vPat'hvmer.l.i.o. C4 Me Gri'fi 1 ii. c. 0. The of 

Uio must ob.cT'.o !io« urJ;, ^.o.lro iiiiliils/.-! uiili sud. 

prcoiimi, iliUiU. 


CH.AR 

LXll 


Joliii Dii- 
cas t'.ii.i- 
cc,, 

A.l). 12J'-' 

— IL'O.'V, 
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CHAP, was occupied and improved by the command, 
and for the benefit, of the emperor: a powerful 
hand and a vigilant eye supplied and surpassed, 
by a skilful management, the minute diligence 
of a private firmer: the royal domain became the 
garden and granary of Asia; and without impo- 
mishing the people, the sovereign acquired a fund 
of innocent and productive wealth. According to 
the nature of the soil, his lands were sown with 
corn or planted with vines; the pastures were 
filled with horses and oxen, with sheep and hogs; 
and when Vataces presented to the empress a 
crown of diamonds and pearls, he informed her 
with a smile, that this precious ornament arose 
from the sale of the eggs of his innumerable poul¬ 
try. The produce of his domain was a])plied to 
the maintenance of his palace and hospitals, the 
calls of dignity and benevolence : tlie lesson was 
still more useful than the revenue; the plough 
was restored to its ancient security and honour; 
and the nobles were taught to seek a sme and in¬ 
dependent revenue from their estates, instead of 
adorning their splendid beggary by the oppression 
of the people, or (what is almost the same) by the 
favours of the court. The superfluous stock of 
com and cattle was eagerly purchased by the 
Turks, with whmn Vataces preserved a strict 
and sincere alliance ; but he discouraged the im¬ 
portation of foreign manufactures, the costly 
silks qf the East, ami the curious labours of the 
Italian looms. “ The demands of nature and 
necessity,” was he accustomed to say, “ axe 
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indispensable; but the influence of fashion chap. 
“ may rise and sink at the breath of a monarch 
and both his precept and example recommended 
simplicity of manners and the use of domestic 
industry. The education of youth and the re¬ 
vival of learning were the most serious objects 
of his care ; and, without deciding the precedency, 
he pronounced with truth, that a prince and a 
philosopher^ arc the two most eminent characters 
of human society. His first wife was Irene, the 
daughter of Theodore Lascaris, a woman more 
illustrious by her personal merit, the milder virtues 
of her sex, than by the blood of the Angcli and 
Comueni, that flowed in her veins, and transmitted 
the inheritance of the empire. After her death 
he was contracted to Anne, or Constance, a 
natural' daugTiter of the emperor Frederic the 
second; but as the bride had not attained the 
years of puberty, Vataces placed in his solitary 
bed an Italian damsel of her train: and his 
amorous weakness bestowed on the concubine the 
honours, though not the title, of lawful empress. 

His frailty was censured as a flagitious and 
damnable sin by the monks; and their r\ule in- 
veetives exercised and displayed the patience of 
the royal lover. A philosophic age may excuse a 
single vice, which was redeemed by a crowd of 
virtues ; and in the review of his faults, and the 
more intemperate passiorrs of Lascaris, tin judg¬ 
ment of their contemporaries was soi’tened by 

* Movot 7 ew dravTuv ovo^i.Toraroi Ktu (ftiKpfrotpot 

(Gu-g. Acropol. c. 32.). The eniperur, iii a familiar conversation, 
e.vaiiiiricd anil c neon raged the itudicb ol'lii- fitin'e logothelc. 
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CHAP, gratitude to the second founders of the empire 
The slaves of the Latins, without law or peace, 
applauded the happiness of their brethren who 
had resumed their national freedom ; and VaCaccs 
employed tlie laudable policy of couviucing tlie 
Greeks of every dominion that it was their in¬ 
terest to be enrolled in the number of Ins subjects, 
nieodoic A strong shade of degeneracy is visible between 
Lacans Vataces and his son Theodore; between 

a.D.ic 5.^ founder who sustained the weight, and tlie 

3()__ C? ^ 

A. 0 . 1259 , licir who enjoyed the splendour, of the Imperial 
August, crown'’. Yet the character of Theodore Avas not 
devoid of energy; he had been educated in the 
school of his father, in the exercise of war and 
hunting; Constantinople was yet spared; but in 
the three years of a short reign, he thrice led his 
armies into the heart of Bulgaria. • His .virtues 
Avere sullied by a choleric and suspicious temper : 
the first of these may he ascribed to the ignorance 
of coptroul; and the second might naturally arise 
from a dark and imperfect vicAv of the corruption 
of mankind. On a march in Bulgaria, he Con¬ 
sulted on a question of policy his principal minis¬ 
ters ; and the Greek logothete, George Acropo- 
lita, presumed to offend him by the declaration 
of a free and honest opinion. The emperor half- 

* Com]i;irf Acropollta (c. IS. 52.1, and the two first’books of 
Nict'phoni.s Grtgnras. 

<i A Pe r'l.in sating, that Cyrus vvas the /uMor, and Darius the 
fnnslrr, ol liis siihjtcls, was applied to Vataces ajid Ills son. But 
Paohviiier (1. i. c. 2 . 1 .) Ii.is mistaken the mild Darius for the cruel 
Caiabyses, despot or tyrant of his people. ]5y the institution cf 
taxes, Darms had incurred the less odious, hut more conlcmptib'c;^ 
uatuc of Koi))Aor, merthani or broker fHerodoltis, ill. 69 .). 
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unsheathed his scymetar; but his more deliho- cilAl*. 
rate rage rescrvetl Acropolita for a baser punish- 
nieut. One of the first officers of the empire 
was ordere’d to dismount, stripped of his robes, 
and extended on the ground in tlie presence of 
the prince and army. In this jrosture he was 
chastised with so many and such ]lca^y blows 
from the clubs of two guards or executioners, that 
when Theodore commanded them to cease, the 
great logothete was scarcely able to rise and crawl 
away to his tent. After a seclusion of some days, 
he was recalled by a peremptory mandate to his 
seat in council; and so dead were the Greeks to 
the sense of honour and shame, that it is from the 
narrative of the sufferer himself that we acquire 
the knowledge of his disgraceh The cruelty of the 
emperor was exasjrerated by the pangs of sickness, 
the approach of a premature end, and the suspicion 
of poison and magic. The lives and fortunes, the 
eyes and limbs, of his kinsmen and nobles, were 
sacrificed to each sally of passion : and before he 
died, the son of Vataces might deserve from the 
people, or at least from the court, the appellation 
of tywant. A matron of the family of the Palteo- 
logi had provoked his anger by refusing to bestow 
her beauteous daughter on the vile plebeian who 
was recommended by his caprice. Without regard 
to her birth or age, her body, as high as the neck, 

7 Acropolita (c. 63 ) seems to admire liis own firmness m sns- 
tidning a beating, and not returning to council till be was callcrl. 

He relates tbe e^iploiIs of TlietKlore, and bis own jerviccs, from 
c. ,S3. 10 c. 74. of bib hi'tory. See the third l>ook of Nicepliorua 
CIregor.is. 
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THaP. was iucloscd in a sack with several cats, who were 
LXll • 

pricked with pins to irritate their fury against 
their unfortunate fellow-captive. In his last hours 
the emperor testified a wish to forgive and be for¬ 
given, a just anxiety for the fate of John his 
son and successor, who, at the age of eight years, 
was condemned to tl>e dangers of a long minorit). 
Minority His lost choicc entrusted the office of guardian 
jid'in's to the sanctity of the patriarch Arsenius, and 
A D ic'> 9 , to the courage of George Muzalon, the great 
domestic, who was equally distinguished by the 
royal favour and the public hatred. Since their 
connection with the Ijatins, the names and pri\i. 
leges of hereditary rank had insinuated themselves 
into the Greek monarchy; and the noble families ' 
were provoked by the elevation of a worthless fe- 
vouritc, to whose influence they imputed the er¬ 
rors and calamities of the late reign. In tile first 
council, after the emperor’s death, Muzalon, from 
a lofty throne, pronounced a laboured apology of 
his conduct and intentions : his modesty was sub¬ 
dued by an unanimous assurance of esteem and 
fidelity; and his most inveterate enemies were the 
loudest to salute him as the guardian and saviour 
of the Romans. Eight .days were sufficient to 
prepare the execution of the conspiracy. On 
the ninth, the obsequies of the deceased monarch 
were solemnized in the cathedral of Magnesia', 

® Pachymer (I. i. c. 21.) names and discnnnnatcs fifieen or 
Twenty Greek families, K-euda'pi oAXoi, dir rj nryaxoytyris eti^aKai 
e ■^/KtKgomro. Does he mean, by this decoration, a figurative, or a 
ft jt golden chain ? Perhaps, byili. 

]’l;c old geographers, with Cellarrus and D’Antille; and our 
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an Asiatic city, where he expired, on the banks of chap. 
the Hermus, and at the foot of mount SipyluR. 

The holy rites were interrupted by a sedition of 
the guards; Muzalon, his brothers, and his ad¬ 
herents, were massacred at the foot of the altar ; 
and the absent patriarcli was associated with 
a new colleague, with Michael Pala?ologus, the 
most illustrious, in birth and merit, of the Greek 
nobles*''. 

Of those who are proud of their ancestors, the FamUjand 
far gi-eatcr part must be content with local or onpclijcl 
domestic renown; and few there are who dare 
tnist the memorials of their family to the public 
annals of their country. As early as the middle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Palreologi" stands high and conspicuous in the 
Byzantine history; it was tlie valiant George 
Paleeologus who placed the father of the Cnm- 
neni on the throne ; and his kinsmen or descend¬ 
ants continue, in each generation, to lead the 
armies and councils of the state. The purple was 
not dishonoured by their alliance; aud had the 


travellers, particularly Pocock and Chandler, will teach us to di‘- 
tiii;.;ui ,h the two Magnesias of Asia Minor, of ilie Matander and oi 
Si|n lus. The latter, our present ohject, is still flourishing for e 
Tnrki,h city, and lies eight hours, nr leagues, to die north-east nt 
.Smyrna (Toumefort, Voyage du Levant, tom lii lettrexxii. p jh - 
—.'>70. Chandler’s Travels into .tsia Minor, p. -67 )• 

See'.tcropoiita (c. 7 h, ^'c.), "ho lived too near the tune'., 

Pachymer (I 1. c, H—2 j.), Gregoras (1 111. c. 3 , 4 , h.) 

tt The pedigree of P.d.'cologus is explained by Dncaiigo (F.imd. 
Ryzant. p. 230 , &c.): the events of his private life are related bv 
1 ’-'chytucr t|. i. c. 7 —12 1 and Gregoras ( 1 . li. 8. 1 . in. 2. 4 , I. ie. 1 
v.iili visible favour to the father of the reigning dynasty. 
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(?HAP law of succession, and female succession, been 
strictly observed, the vrife of Theodore Lascaris 
must have yielded to her elder sister, the mother 
of Michael Palaeologns, who afterwaids raised 
his family to the tlirone. In his person, the splen¬ 
dour of birth was dignified by the merit of tlie 
soldier and statesman: in his early youth he was 
promoted to the office of constable or commander 
of the French mercenaries; the private expence of 
a day never exceeded three pieces of gold : but his 
ambition was rapacious and profuse ; and his gifts 
were doubled by the graces of his conversation and 
manners. The love of the soldiers and people ex¬ 
cited the jealousy of the court; and Michael thrice 
escaped from the dangers in which he was involved 
by his own imprudence or that of his friends. I. 
Under the reign of Justice and Vataces, a dispute 
arose between two ofliicers, one of whom accused 
the other of maintaining the hereditary right of the 
Palaiologi. The cause was decided, according 
to tlie new jurisprudence of the Latins, by single 
combat; the defendant was overthrown; but 
he persisted in declaring that himself alone was 
guilty; and that he had uttered these rash or 
treasonable speeches \vithout the approbation or 
knowledge of his patron. Yet a cloud of sus¬ 
picion hung over the innocence of the con¬ 
stable : he w’as still pursued by the whispers of 
malevolence; and a subtle courtier, the axch- 


Aernpolita (c. 50 .) relates the circumstances of this curious 
adscniure, which seem to have cscafietl the more recent n riters. 
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bishop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept the 
judgment of God in the fiery proof of the ordeal 
Three days before the trial, the patient’s arm was 
inclosed in a bag, and secured by the royal signet; 
and it was incumbent on him to bear a red-hot ball 
of iron three times from the altar to the rails of 
the sanctuary, without artifice aud witliout injury. 
Palaeologus eluded the dangerous experiment with 
sense and pleasantry. “ I am a soldier,” said he, 
'• and will boldly enter the lists with 7ny accusers : 
*• but a layman, a sinner like myself, is not en- 
“ dowed with the gift of miracles. Your pietv, 
" most holy prelate, may deserve the intcri)osition 
‘‘ of heaven, and from your hands I will receive the 
" fiery globe, the pledge of my innocence.” The 
archbishop started ; the emperor smiled ; and the 
absolu:^ion or })ardon of Michael was a])provcd by 
new rewards and new services. II. In the succcetl- 
ing reign, as he held the government of Nice, lie 
was secretly informed, that the mind of the absent 
prince w'as poisoned with jealousy ; and tliat death, 
or blindness, would be his final reward. Instead of 
aw'aiting the return aud sentence of Theodore, the 
constable, with some followers, escaped from the 
city and the empire ; and though he was plundered 
by the Turkmans of the desert, he found an hos¬ 
pitable refuge in the court of tlie sultan. In the 


CILM'. 

J.XJl. 


Pachynaer (1. i. c. 12 .), who s})eiiks ualIi j'rojtcr contempt oi 
this barbarous trial, afRrnis, tltat he hati ^ecn in Ins \ouih n.Apy 
]>er30n9 who had sustained, without mjnrs, ilu' lu-ry ordeal. A'^ d 
Oreck, he is credulous : hut the ingenuity of the Creeks iiiighi 
furnish some rcmcdic' uf art oi friiud jgaiU'i ilietr ovmi 'L'per:>ii- 
lion, or that of iheir ivrani 
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CHAP, ambiguous state of an exile, Michael reconciled the 
duties of gratitude and loyalty: drawing his sword 
against the Tartars ; admonishing the garrisons of 
the Roman limit; and promoting, by his influence, 
the restoration of peace, in which his pardon and 
recall were honourably included. III. While he 
guarded the West against the despot of Epirus, 
Michael was again suspected and condemned in the 
palace ; and such was his loyalty or weakness, that 
he submitted to be led in chains above six hundred 
miles from Durazzo to Nice. The civility of the 
messenger alleviated his disgrace; the emperor’s 
sickness dispelled his danger; and the last breath 
of Theodore, which recommended his infant son, 
at once acknowledged the innocence and the power 
of PalsBologus. / 

Ills cieva- But his innocence had been too unworthily treated, 

throne.^^*^ and his power was too strongly felt, to curb an as¬ 
piring subject in the fair field that was opened to 
his ambition In the council after the death of 
Theodore, he was the first to pronounce, and the 
first to violate, the oath of allegiance to Muzalon ; 
and so dextrous w'as his conduct, that he reaped 
the benefit, without incurring the guilt, or at least 
the reproach, of the subsequent massacre. In the 
choice of a regent, he balanced the interests and 
passions of the candidates; turned their envy and 

Without companna; Pachytnei to Thti^dides or Tacitus, 

1 will praise his narrative (1 i. o. 13—39. 1. ii. c. 1—Q.), which 
pursues the ascent of Pala-ologo* with eloquence, perspicuity, and 
tolerable freedom. Acropolita is more cautious, and Gregoras 
more concise. 
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Hatred from himself against each other, and forced 
every competitor to own, that, after his own claims, 
tliose of Palseologus were best entitled to the 
preference. Under the title of great duke, he 
accepted or assumed, during a long minority, 
the active powers of government; llie patriarch 
was a venerable name; and the factious nobles 
were seduced, or oppressed, by the ascendant of 
his genius. The fruits of the (economy of 
Vataces were deposited in a strong castle on the 
banks of the Hermus, in the custody of the faith¬ 
ful Varaimians; the constable retained his com- 

o 

mand or influence over the foreign troops; he 
employed the guards to possess the treasure, and 
the treasure to cornipt the guards; and what- 
soe^'cr might be the abuse ot the public money. 
Ins cjiayacter was above the suspicion of private 
avarice. By himself, or by his emissaries, he strove 
to persuade every rank: of subjects, that their own 
prosjrerity would rise in just pro}K)rtiou to tlie 
establishment of his authority. The wcigiit of 
taxes was suspended, the perpetual theme ot popu¬ 
lar complaint; and he prohibited the trials by the 
ordeal and judicial combat. 1 hese Barbaric in¬ 
stitutions were already abolished or undermined in 
Franceand England'®; and the appeal to the 


15 The judicial combat was abolished Ir,- Si Louis in bis (i.vn 
territories ; and his example and author't\ u cie at Icnutli p, s ■ .dent 
in Fance (Esprit dcs Loix, 1 . xxviii. c. cp ) 

16 In cinl cases Henry II. gave an opium to the dek-nd.snt; 
GlaxiviUe prefers Uie proof by evidence, and ib.ii by iiidiri.d un- 
bat is reproUted in the Flcta. Yet the trial by baiile ha" i.mcr 
been abrogated in the F.nglrdt lav,, and it v, as nnlcretl b\ me 

as late as the of llic i ttiitury. 
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CHAP. Sword offended the sense of a civilized and the 
temper of an unwarlike, people. For the future 
maintenance of their wives and children, the 
\eterans were grateful: the priest and the phi- 
losopher applauded his ardent zeal for the ad¬ 
vancement of religion and learning; and his vague 
promise of rewarding merit was applied by- ever) 
candidate to his own hopes. Conscious of the in¬ 
fluence of the clergy, Michael successfully laboured 
to secure the suffrage of that powerful order. 
Their expensive journey from Nice to Magnesia, 
afforded a decent and ample pretence: the lead¬ 
ing prelates were tempted by the liberality of 
his nocturnal visits; and the incorruptible pa¬ 
triarch was flattered by the homage of his new col¬ 
league, who led his mule by the bridle into 
the town, and removed to a respectful iji^ancc 
the importunity of the crowd. W ithout renoun¬ 
cing his title by royal descent, Palfeologus en¬ 
couraged a free discussion into the advantages 
of elective monarchy; and his adherents asked, 
with the insolence of triumph, what patient 

’■ Vet an ingenious friend has urged to me in mitigation of tills 
practice, 1. That in nations emerging from barbarism, it moderate! 
tile licence of private war and arbitrar)- revenge. 2. That it u 
lc,s absurd tlian the trials by the ordeal, or boiling water, or the 
cross, which it has contributed to aboli.sh. 3. 7'to it served at 
least 03 a test of personal courage; a quality so seldom united 
witli a base disposition, that the danger of a trial might be some 
check to a malicious prosecutor, and an useful barrier ^inst 
injustice supported by power. The gallant and unfortunate 
carl of Surrey might probably have escaped his unmerited fate, 
had not his demand of the enmboi af.nintt his accuser been oser- 
ttriesl. 
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would trust bis he^^, or wbat meardbant would chap. 
abandon bis vessel, to tiie k&r€ditary of a phy- 
sician or pilot ? -Tbie youth of the emperor, and 
the impending dafigcts bf a minority, required the 
support of a mature aud experienced guardian; of 
aa associate raised above the envy of his equals, 
and invested with thbMme and prerogatives of roy¬ 
alty. For the inffes^ of- the prince and people, 
without any' sehish Vwwa himsdf or his ’fa¬ 
mily, the great' di4!e consented fb guard and in¬ 
struct the son of Theodore ; but he sighed for the 
happy moment when he might restore to his firm¬ 
er hands the administration of his patrimony, and 
enjoy the blessings of a private station; He w'as 
first invested with the title and prerc^tives of des¬ 
pot, which bestowed the purple ornaments, and the 
second^qHace in the Roman monarchy. It Was af¬ 
terwards agreed that Jbhn and Michael should be 
proclaimed as joint emperors, ^tnd raised on the 
buckler, but that the pre-ejiiinence should be re¬ 
served for the birth-right bf the former. A mutu¬ 
al leag^ of amity 'vtafe pledged between the royal 
partners; and m case of a rupture, the subjects were 
bound by thew«atb'of aSegismce, to dedare them¬ 
selves against 'the^aggfessqi''^ an ambiguous name, 
the seed of disced 4 sind':i?jyil war. Palaologus was 
content**-but;on the day of the coronation, and in 
the e8<hedrat<^Nice, his xealous adherents most ve- 
hem^^y'iu®ed*j|^e^|!^,^ 9 i^y of liis ^eand me¬ 
rit was eluded by post¬ 

poning a more convenient i^portimity the coro- 
nation olf Jbhn^ Lascaris ; and he walked with a 
VOL. XL y 
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slight diadem in the train of his guardian, who 
alone received the Imperial crown from the hands 
of the patriarch. It was not without extreme re¬ 
luctance that Arsenius abandoned the cause of his 
pupil; hut the Vm-angians brandished their battle- 
axes ; a sign of a^ent was extorted from the trem¬ 
bling youth ; and some voices were heard, that the 
life of a child should no longer impede the settle¬ 
ment of the nation. A full harvest of honoins and 
employments was distributed among his friends by 
the grateful Palaaologus. In his own family he 
creatjed a despot and two sehastocrators; Alex¬ 
ius Strategopulus was decorated with the title of 
Cajsar ; and that veteran commander soon repaid 
the obligation, by restoring Constantinople to the 
Greek ompej;or. 

It ytaa in the second year of his reign, iyhile he 
resided in the palace and gardens of Njinphse- 
uin near Smyrna, drat the first messenger ar¬ 
rived at the dead of night; and the stupendous 
intelligence '‘was imparted to Michael, after he 
had been gently w^ed by -the tender precaution 
of his sister Eulo^j, The mmi was unknown or 
obscure ; he prodmSed no letters from the vie- 
tcaious Caesar ; noT-^eould it'easily be credited, 
after the defeat of Vataees and the recent fail¬ 
ure of Palsebiogus hnns^ that 'the capital had 

**,The site of Nymphaeum it nid ia ancient 

or modem get^pliy. But''froia';Sie lasl^Jwurt of Vataccs 
. CAcropoiita, "c. i 3 ,), k evidfeat Ae pliace and gtiideas 
fait favourite rftideue* wMjfe-. in Ae nei^boujrfaood cJ Smyrna. 
Nyiapfaaeum mjfkt b« lootely placed in I^ia fGiregoiat, !• 
*vi. 6.), 
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"been surprised by a detaclini'ent of gight hundred 
soldiers. As an hostage, the dodbtful author was 
confined, with the assurance of death or an annple. 
recompence; and the court was left some hours in 
the anxiety of hope and fear, till the messengers of 
Alexius arrived with the authentic intelligence, 
and displayed the trophies of the conquest, the 
sword and sceptre the buskins and bonnet ”, of 
the usurper' Bddwin, which he had dropt in his 
precipitate flight. A general assembly of the 
bishops, senators, and nobles, was immediately 
convened, and never .perhaps was an event received 
with more heartfelt and universal joy. In a stu¬ 
died oration, the new sovereign of Constantinople 
congratulated his own and the public fortune. 
“ There was a time,” said hie, “ a far distant time, 
“ when theRoman empire extended to the Adriatic, 
“ the Tigris, and the confines of ^Tthiopia. After 
“ the loss of the provinces, our capital itself, in 
“ these last and calamitous days, has been wrested 
“ from our hands by the Barbarians of the ^Vest. 
“ From the lowest ebb, the tide of prosperity has 
“ again returned in our 4,vour; but our prosperity 
“ was that of fugitives and exiles; and wlien we 
** wer& fifiked, .which was the country of the Ho- 


ifl'TW* sceptre, eaiblem of justice and power, was a long 
staff, such as was used by the heroes in Homer. By the laiier 
Greeks it Was named Zhcartfce, and the Imperial sceptre was di!>- 
linguidted as usual by the ted or -purple colour. 

“ Accopolita affirms'Xc. 87.), that this bonnet was after the 
Frencfei&shion}. bat from the ntby ri the point or summit, Du- 
cju^ (HiiL deC!. P. 1. V. c. 28, 29.) belies es that it was the high- 
crowaoAtlist of the Greeks. Could Acropoliu mistake the dress of 
his OWB court ? 


CHAP. 

LXII. 
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CHAP, “mans, weiia^teat^d'inth.a.l^^ clhnate of 
“ the gfebiC an^ tJie gutter heavens. The 
“ divine Providence has lum.-hesicaM to our arms 
“ ttw dty of Constantine, th(?; sa<Sed seat of reli- 
gion and en^e V and it d#end on our va- 
“ lour arid coadri^ ito wnderithlB ihiJorUiit^ 

“ sition the pled^ and fbt^ victories.” 

Return of go eag^ waS tfe' im^crieiiicc # the prin^ and peo- 
emneroT,*^ pK thst tdide his'" feiuinphal enhy into 

■nu^ *1^^ Gonstaririnople’only iwhnty d^ the expul¬ 

sion of the Latins.' Thri ^Vden-gate wm thrown 
open at his approach devout conqueror dis¬ 
mounted froiri his hoi^fe f add a mu^ulous image 
of hlary the Conductress wSri home before him, 
that the divine Virgin’ in person might appear to 
conduct him to the temple of her ^n, the ca¬ 
thedral of St. So}dria.'’!]^t after the first transport 
of devotion and pride, be righed at the drea¬ 
ry pospect of s^tnefo and- ruin. - The palace 
was deffled with smohe and ;dirty -and the gross 
intemperance Of the Pranks ; ^hole streets had 
been consumed by flrp, ^ were d^yed by the 
injuries of titee; ths oacr^; orid profone 
were stripped- of thi^^ittnamenteY apd, « if 
they were conscious Weh” l^raa<hing^^^ 
the industry of the Latiris had pcOT coriffiald.lo 
the work of pillage ^d deiftrnOfion.’ TrSde had 
expired und« the pressure bfjm^rirdiyittid distress, 
and the nnmh^ of 4nhahhSMlt»'Hb^d' decafeased 
with the opulence of the-first 

care of the Greek mqnjn^ to y^^ 
in the palaces of ,tl»rir-^.eaM; and thfehowea- or 
the ground whiiiEih they occupied wes^ restbri^ to 
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<he fiwailies that c(juld exhibit a legal right of chap. 
inheritance But the far grater was extinct 
or lost; the JwJant property had devolved to the 
lord ; he repeopled Constantinople by ^a' liberal 
invitation -to the provinces ; and the brave volun^ 
seated in , the capital which had been 
recoiled by their $nns.. The French barons 
and the principal families had retired with their 
Emperor; but the patient; and humble crowd of 
Latina was _a?ttached to the country, andjndif- 
iaeatjto the change-of masters. Instead of ba¬ 
nishing the Tachjries of the Pisans, Venetians, 
and Genoese, the pruden^t conqueror accepted 
their oaths of allegiance, encours^ed their in- 
dustryi oonfixu^ their privileges, and allowed 
them to live under the ju^iction of their proper 
magistrates. Of these nations, the Pisans and 
Venetians preserved their respective quarters in 
the city ; but the services and power of the Ge¬ 
noese deserved at the aame time the gratitude and 
the jealomsy of the Greeks. Their indci>endent 
cohmy was first planted at the sea-port town of 
flat^ea in Thrace. They were speedily recalled* 

«nd Settled in the exclusive possession of the sub¬ 
urb of Gplata, an advantageous post, in which 
thby.revived the commerce, and insulted the ma¬ 
jesty, ^ the Byzantine empire. 

TW recovery of Constantinople was celebra- 
ted as the ara of a new empire.: the conqueror, aud Sa. 

iiiilies lb 


4.c. e8-^.),AcTopolitaic »S.), Nicepho- 
«»;8«CpKM tK.ir, 7.), aiilfottfati treJitinentof theiubject [.amn, 
Du^j^,{li 3].). 
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CHAP, alone, b|; the’(rf;|h© ,gwoTd, miewed 
"his coronafioh' in , the chn^ of ,jSt. Sophia ; 
t'ounp; and . thp name'and ^noiws of ^ohn Lascaris, 
a,i/ii 2{)V. pnpil and lawful sovereign, were' insensibly 
Dec. 25 . abolished. But his claims still lived in the 
mind^ of the people;; and the royal youth must 
•speedily attain' the years of manhood and ambi¬ 
tion.' By fear or conscience, .BalsidogUs was re- 
. strained from dipping his hands dn innocent and 
royal blood ; hat the, anxiety of aBAisurper and 
a parent urged him secure-his throne, by one 
of those imperfect crimes so-femfliar to the modem 
Greeks/' The loss.of sjght incapacitated the 
young prince f^r the active business of the world: 
instead of the hrutal violence, of tearing out his 
eyes, the visual nerve .was destroyed by the.intense 
glare of a red-hot hason“, and JohU- Lascaris was 
removed to a distant, castle, where he spent ma¬ 
ny years in privacy and oblivion. Such cool 
and deliberate .guilt may seem incompatible, with 
remorse ; but if Michael could tcuri the. mer¬ 
cy of heaven, he was not inacc^ble to 'the 
reproaches and vengeance* of manteiiid, which 
he had provoUed by cruelty and tf'eason. His 
cruelty imposed on a servile court, ihe dptip of 
applause or silence; but the clergy had a risht to 

This milder invelitiali. for eKtiBgoishing the »igbt, WM ■tried 
by ihe philosopher Democittus Qn fitntaelf, when he sohght to 
withdraw his mind from the.Tlfiible world; afodlish storyf The 
word aiaanarf, m Latin and tfitjian, bu&roijlMid D«eange..(Oloss. 
Latin.) with an opportunity tO ttvinwiih vMihttS.fliodes of blind¬ 
ing ‘ the ittOTe violent were scooppm htjraing leitb aiiiros or hot 
vinegar, and binding the head eoaldffl Ute ^rei 

from their sockets, ^ngenioiia'^ttanfei I 
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speak in the name of their invisible master; and 
their holy legions were led by a prelate, whose 
character was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a short abdication of his dignity. 


Arsenins ” had consented to ascend the ecclesias¬ 
tical throne of Constantinople, and to preside in 
the restoration of .the church. His pious sim¬ 
plicity was lo^S deceived by the arts of Palaso- 
logus; and his patience and submission might 
soothe the usurper, and protect the safety of the 
young prince. On the news of his inhuman 
treatment, the patriarch unsheathed the spiritual 
sword; and superstition, on this occasion, was en¬ 
listed in the cause of humanity and justice. In 
a synod of bishops, who were stimulated by the 
example of his zeal, the patriarch pronounced a 
sentence of excommunication; though his pru¬ 
dence still repeated .the name of Michael in the 
public prayers. The Eastern prelates had not 
adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient Rome ; 
nor did they presume to enforce their censures, by 
deposing princes, or absolving nations from their 
oaths of allegiance. But the Christian, who 
had been separated from Gotl and the church, 
became an object of horror; and, in a turbulent 
and fenatic capital, that horror might ann the 
hand of an assassin, or intiame a sedition of the 
people. PalsBologus felt his danger, coiitessed 


is I'XC'jlll- 

by Ok' |):i- 
inartli Ar- 
•'(■niu'', 

A 1) 

— i'Jlis 


*3 S« the fi«t retreat and restoration of Ar.on.u.. .n 1 artnmer 
(1. ii. C. is. 1. iti. c. 1. 2.). ami Nicephoros Gre^joras lu c. - 

1. iv. e. l.v |?wterityjuatly accused tlte and of 

the-vifteea of an hermit, the v.ccs of a m.umer ft x». 

c,?.)., ' 
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‘lxii' deprecated hit judge : the det wa« 

pri^e was obtaSnial; and the 
most rij^ous penance, which be shlieited, would 
have raised the sinner to the rephtation of a 
saint. The unrelenting patriarch refeed to an- 
nounce any means nf atonenrent dr any hopes of 
mercy ; and condescended only to pronounce, 
that, for so great a crime, great indeed mnst he 
the satisfaction. “ Do you require,” i^d Mi¬ 
chael, “ that I should abdicate the empire ?” 
And at these words, he, offered, or seemed to 
offer, the sword of state. Arsenins eagerly grasped 
this pledge of sovereignty: but when he per¬ 
ceived that the emperor was unwilling to purchase 
absolution at so dear a rate, he indignantly es¬ 
caped to his cell, and left the royal sinner kneeling 
and weeping before the door'^*. 

of excommunica- 
iiites, tion subsisted above three years, till the popular 
4 .|Da 266 damour was assuaged by time and repentance; 
till the brethren of Aysenius condemned his in¬ 
flexible spirit, so repugnant to the unbounded 
forgiveness of the Gospel. The emperor had art¬ 
fully insinuated, that, if he were still rejected at 
home, he might seek, m the Roman pontiff, a 
more indulgent judge; but it was far more easy 
and effectual to And or to place that judge at the 
head of the Byaantine church. Aisenius was 
involved in s vague rumour of conspiracy and 
disaffection ; semae irregular steps in his ordina- 

»ime utd «w t6W by 

a. m. c. 10. it. ig. jy. e, +,)■ Hi* 

confwHon ijKi peMUjce rettoryd ’ 
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tion and government were liable to censure;, a chap. 
lynod deposed bim from the episcopal office; and 
he was transported under a guard erf soldiers to a 
small island of the Propontis. Before his exile^ he 
sullenly requested that a strict account might be 
taken of the treasures of the church; boasted, 
that hw sole* riches, -three pieces of gold, had been 
earned by ti^scribing the psalms; continued to 
assert the freedom of his mind ; and denied, with 
his last breath, the pardon which was implored by 
the royal sinner" After some delay, Gregory, 
bishop of Adrianople, was translated to the By¬ 
zantine throne; but his authority was found in¬ 
sufficient to support the absolution of the em¬ 
peror; and Joseph, a reverend monk, was sub¬ 
stituted to that important function. This edify¬ 
ing scene was represented in the presence of the 
senate and people; at the end of six years, the 
humble penitent was restored to the communion 
of the faithftil; and humanity wiU rejoice, that 
a milder treatment of the captive Lascaris was 
stipulated as a proof of his remorse. But tlie 
spirit of Arsenins still survived in a powcrtul fac- 
tion of the monks and clergy, who persevered 
above forty-eight years in an obstinate -schism. 

Their scruples were treated with tenderness and 
respect by Michael and bis son; and the recon¬ 
ciliation of the Arsenites was the serious labour 
of the church and state. In the confidence of 


« Pttchymer reUtM the exile of Aneniui (1. iv c. 1 lO ) lie 
ww oMof who Tisited him m the dewi ^ • 

The Iwt teeutnent of ti» unfoupWng p»u.arch u soU =xUat CUu- 
pin, Kbliothdque Ecckiiiutique, tom. x. p. SJS.). 
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‘■Sn ■ to try their cause 

^y & and when tie .papers, tkt 

contam^4bek own and tie ^dtem cause, were 
cast a brasier; they expected that the 
catlioUc'..verity’would be respected Ji»y the flames. 
Alas b the two ^papers were mdiscriminatejy con¬ 
sumed, and this unforeseen accident produced 
the union qf a day, and renewed the quarrel of 
an age The final treaty displayed the victory 
of the Arsenites: the clergy abstained during 
forty days from all -ecclesiasjsical functions: a 
slight penance was imposed on the laity; the 
body of Arsenius was deposited in the sanctuary ; 
and in the name of the. departed saint, the prince 
and people were released from the sins of, their 
fathers’^. 

The establishment of his family was the motive, 

or at least the pretence, of the crime of Palaeolo- 
pu,% A.D. - , . . - , 

1259, gns; and ne;was impatient, to confirm the succes- 
12 ^ si on, by sharing with his. eldest son the honours 
Dec. of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards suxnamed 
Anlroni- the Elder, was proclaimed and crowned emperor 
of the Romans,Jin the fifteenth year of hig age ; 

A D.ms. and, from the first tera of a prolix arid inglorious 
A.D. 133 ?, reign, he held that august title nine years as the 

I^eb. 13. 

Pachymer (l.vii. c. £2.1 relates this miraculous trial like a phi¬ 
losopher, gnd treats with similar contempt a plot of the Arsenites, 
to hide a rerelatlon in the coffin of some oW saint (1. vii. c. 13.). 
He compensates this incredulity by an inrage that weeps, another 
that bleidds (1. vii. c. 30.), and the mlracalons tfures of a deaf and 
a mute patient (1. xi. c. 33^ ' ' 

ST The story of the Arsenites is spsead through the thirteen 
hooka of Pachymer. ^eir union and .triumph, pre reserved for 
Nicephorui Gregoras (1. vii. c, 9 .)'/wlW.vrither jbves nor esteem* 
these sectafies, ... 
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coUei^tte, aod Jfty as the- successor, of his father: 
Michael hiaiBelf, had he died, ia a private .station, 
wovdd have' heen thought more ^yorthY of the 
empire; atd the assaults of his temporal aud 
spiritaial en^es, left hita few moments to la¬ 
bour for his own fame or the happiness of bis 
subge^S. He wrested from the Franks sever^il of 
the noblest islands of the Archipelago, Lesbos, 
Chiasy and Rhodes: his brother Constantine was 
sent-to command in'Malvasia and Sparta; aud 
the eastern side of the MorCa, from' Argos and 
Napoli to Cape T®naru8, was reirossessed by the 
Greeks. This efftxsion of Christian blood was 
loudly condemned by the patriarch ; and the inso¬ 
lent priest presumed to interpose his fears and 
scruples between the arras of princes. Rut in the 
prosecution of these western conquests, the coun¬ 
tries beyond the Hellespont were left naked to 
the Turks; and their depredations verified the 
prophecy of a dying senator, that the recovery of 
Constantinople would be the ruin of Asia. Ihe 
victories of Michael were atchieved by his lieu¬ 
tenants ; his sword rusted in the palace; and, in 
the transactions of tlie emperor with the po)xs 
and .the king of Naples, bis political arts wore 
stained with cruelty and fraud 

I. The Vatican was the most natural refuge of 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven from his 

« Of the xiii books of Pachwier, the first six (as the ivth and 
vth of Nicephonls Gregoraa) contain the reign of Mid.acl, at ilie 
time of whose death he was forty years of age Instead of break¬ 
ing, hke hi. editor the PcTte Poussin, h.s liistory into mo parts, 1 
follow Auwinge aiod Cotlsio, who numbei the xiii book, in one 
•erics, . 


CHAP. 

LXII. 


ITla unifui 

\Mth lllL* 



3S« THE HECLIliE, to 

throne; and.pope l^rl«m iil» fourth ippeap^ to 
inty Ida ^afifortun^ of^ 

fiaHwitt. A jcrtisade, .’!!^ 

A.D. 1874 indul^ttKS^ jtas preached ^ las cohrmand-a^inst 
the idurtnhithi he excompioifioated. their 

»lliei%id adhe^ft^^haolicited Ijoiub ^ jahtb in 
imom of hi»itinsmi& ; w;m 4 dimafided atenth of 
the ecdesiaitical ^^nfes of Fraaci arid Ei%land 
for the eervhie ef liter hdy^ ■?«» **., ; 'the riubtle 
Greek, who rTmtched the-risffig. .teriip^ of the 
West, atfesnipted to, sriisf^n^ s<Mj^e the hostility 
of th^,pD^, by Buj^ot emiassite tespectful 
lett^sV. hht 'rhe hjsiihvated that the ^establishment 
•ef prtioe jnoust- prepare the refcfflwaliatidB and obe¬ 
dience of the JEwtent/church.. The Roman court 
could not be;//de<jMyed by so gross, an artifice; 
and Mi(diaei;w$s a^<wished,that the repentance 
of the soo isltbniid. yrii^cede: the forgiveness of the 
father; and tliar)2ttlA (an airibignous word) was 
the only basis bf ttenifehip and Alhanee. 4iler a 
long and affected delity, the approach of danger, 
Mid the importmiity>4if Gregory the tenth, com¬ 
pelled him to esater oit.a iriOKi sartotenegociation: 
he alleged the examine of ^ great Vataces; and 
the Greek clergy, who understood the intentions 
of thehr prince, were riot adamted by the first steps 
of reeohdliation and r^peet. But wheti he pressed 
the oondnsion of the treaty,, ^ey strenuously de¬ 
clared, that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in feet, and thdt^ey despised those 

*9 Ducange, Hist. daC.Pil r, Ci &o» hom the EwstJes of 
UtbaqIV- ' ' 
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strangers as :&e vilest and most despicable por- 
‘tion^ the human race:* It was the task of 
the nrnperor to persuade, to Corrupt, -to intimidate, 
the SBKiSt jpjpular ecclesiastics, to gam the vote of 
each ihdlvidmd, and alternately to the argu- 
jnentsjof Oiristian diarity and the public welfare. 
Ibe t^ts of the'fathers and the arms of the 
Frants Vere balanced in tjie theological and poli¬ 
tical scale ; and without approving the addition to 
the Nicene cnced, the most moderate were taught to 
confess, that the two hostile propositions of proceed¬ 
ing frran the Father BY the Son, and of proceeding 
horn the Father and the Son, might be reduced to 
a safe and Catholic sense “ The supremacy of 
. the pope was a doctrine more easy to conceive, 
but more painful to acknowledge; yet Michael re¬ 
presented to his monks and prelates, that they 
might submit to name the Roman bishop as the 
first of the patriarchs; and that their distance 
and discretion would guard the liberties of the 
Eastern church from the mischievous consequences 
of the right of appeal. He protested that he 
would sacrifice his life and empire rather than 
yield the smallest point of orthodox faith or iia- 


From their mercantile intercourse with the Venetian* and 
Genoese, they hrauded the Latins as and $ayaMoi (Pach' - 

mer, I.t. c. 10.).. “ Someaxe heretics in name ; others, like the 
Latinsj in fact/’ said the learned Veccui (I- v. c. 12.), who soon 
afterwards became a convert (c. 15, l6.) and a patriarch (c- »4.) 

In this class, we may place Pachymer himself, whose copious 
and candid nanalhEe occupies the vih and vith books of his history. 
Vcl the Greek is sileht on the council oT Lyons, and seems to be¬ 
lieve that the popes always resided in Romejmd Italy (I v. c.17.21.;. 
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CHAR tional indepeMence ; aail ‘ffais-Jedaration* was 
sealed and ratified by a'’^oideu .bull. The pa-' 
triarcb Joseph" withdrew to a monastoa^, to tosign 
or resume hisv throne; according to the event of the 
treaty: the ktters of union and obedience were 
subscribed by the emperor, his son Afidronicus, 
and thirty-five archbishops and metropolitans, 
with their respective ^nods; and the episcopal 
list was multiplied ’ by many dioceses which were 
anniliilated under the yoke of the infidels. An 
embassy was composed of some trusty ministers 
and prelates ; they endrarltod for Italy, with rich 
ornaments and rare perfomes, for the altar of St. 
Peter*/and their secret,ordem authorhsod and re¬ 
commended a boundless compliance. They were 
received in the general, council of Lyons, by pope 
Gregory the tenth, at the head of five hundred 
bishopsembraced with tears his long-lost 
and repentant children; accepted the oath of the 
ambassadors, who abjured the schism in the name 
of the two emperors; adorned the prelates with 
the ring and mitre; chaunted in Greek and Latin 
the Nicene creed with the addition of filioque; 
and rejoiced in the union of the Eaist and West, 
which had been r^rved for his reign.. To con¬ 
summate this pious work, the Byzantine deputies 
were speedily followed by the pope’s nuncios; 
and their instruction discloses the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be satisfied with the 

** the acts of the cooncil of Lyons in the yea/ l274.'Fleury, 
Hist. Ecclesjjwifique, tom. Jtviii. p. ,1^—199. Dupin, Bibliot. 
Eccles. tom. X. p. 13i,' 
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v^n title of supremacy. After viewing the tern- chap. 
per of the prince and people, they were enjoined 
to absolve, the schismatic clerg)v who should snb- 
Bcribe and swear their abjuration and obedience; 
to establish in all the churches the use of the per¬ 
fect creed; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, with the full powers and dignity of his 
office; and to instruct the emperor in the ad¬ 
vantages which he might-derive from the tempo¬ 
ral protection of the Roman pontiff^’.' 

V Rut they found a country without a friend, a Hk 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union thcCirci-k;, 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patriarch 
Joseph was indeed removed; his place was filled 
by Veccus, an ecclesiastic of learning and mode¬ 
ration ; and the emperor was still ui-gcd by the 
same motives, to persevere in the same professions. 

But in his private language, Palseologus affected 
to deplore the pride, and to blame the innovations, 
of the Latins; and while he debased his charac¬ 
ter by this double hypocrisy, he justified and pu¬ 
nished the Opposition of his subjects. By the 
joint suffrage of the new and the ancient Rome, 
a sentence of excommunication w'as pronounced 
against the obstinate schismatics; the censures ot 
the church were executed by the sword of Mi¬ 
chael ; on the failure of persuasion, he tried the 
arguments of prison and exile, of whipping and 
mutilation; those touch-stones, says an historian, 

This curious instnidion, which has been drawn 'Uih more 
or less honesty by Wading and la-o AlUtius from tbc archives of 
the Vatican, is given in an abstract ol version by I-leury (tom. xvui. 
p. 232—CaS.). 
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CHAP, of cowards and the brav^ Two Greeks still 
reigned in Jitolia, and ThfflWaly, with 

the appehatiwi.of, de^lki they hadj yi^ed to 
the sovereign of C<ffl»tMtinoplei but th^iy jcjected 
the chains of the Edman pontiff, a»d supported 
their refusal by-suceesg&il arms. Under their 
protection, the fiigitive monks and bishops assem¬ 
bled in hostile synods ;■ and retorted the name of 
heretic with the galling addition of apostate: the 
prince of Trebiiond was tempted t© assume the 
forfeit title of emperor'; ,ftnd;e\Gen theLatins of Ne- 
groponL .Thebes, AthdUa,. and the Morea, forgot 
the merits of the convert, to join, with open or clan¬ 
destine aid, the ensanies..t^ Palieologus. His favou¬ 
rite generals, of ;hia blood and family, succes¬ 
sively deserted, ox betrayed, the sacrilegious trust. 
His sister Eulpgia, a nieee, and two female cousins, 
conspired against him; another niece, Mary queen 
of Bulgaria, negociated his ruin with the sultan 
of Egypt; and, in the public eye, their treason was 
consecrated as the most sublime virtue”. To the 
pc^’s nuncios, who urged the consummation of the 
work, Palaeologus exposed a naked recital of all 
that he had dotfe and. suffered for their sake. 
They were assured that the guilty sectsuies, of both 
sexes and every rank, had been deprivod of their 
honours, their fjrtunef, and Uieir . liberty; a 

** Tills trank and authentic confession of Michael’s distress, is 
exhibited in barbartms Latin by Ogeruij, who sign* himself Pro- 
lonotarius Interpretpm, and tmaicsrSied by Wading &om the 
MSS. of the Vatican <A.D.- 1*78, N®. 3,). Hi* Annals of the 
PranciscfMS ordet, the Fralres Minof**,. in ttvii «>hmes in folio 
(fteue, l7+llt I ha®o taqir SLcoidenta^««}» ausong tlie waste 
paper of a bookseller. 
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spreadiug li.st of confiscation and pnni.slinu'iit. cn \l> 
which involved many persons, the dcare,st to the , 

erapefor, or tlie best dcser\ing of his fa\onr. 

They were conducted to the prison, to behold 
four princes of the royal blood chained in the 
four comers, and shaking their fetters in an 
agony of grief and rage. Two of these captives 
were afterwards released ; the one by sul)missiou, 
the other by death: but the obstinaev of their 
two companions was chastised by the los.^^ of tlu-ir 
eves; and the Greeks, the least adveise to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inauspicious tra¬ 
gedy Persecutors must expect the liatred of 
those whom they oppress; but they commonly 
find some consolation in the testimony of their 
conscience, the ajrplause of their party, ami, }'ei - 
hap.s, the success of their undertaking. Hut tlie 
hypocri.sy of IMichacl, which was luompted only 
by political motives, must have lorced him to 
hate himself, to dc.spise his followers, and !o 
esteem and envy the rebel champions by '.•Jioin be 
was detested and despised. \\ bile hns linleiue 
was abhorred at C-onstantino])le, at Home bis slow¬ 
ness was arraigned, and his sincerity sus]ua ti d ; 
till at length pope Martin the lourth exc'mbd 
the Greek emperor from the pile ol a cbincii. 
into which he was striving to reduce a scbisniatie 
people. No sooner had the tyrant expiied, tbaii 
the union was dissolved, and abjured by iinaiii- 
roous consent; the churches were purilied ; tlie 

Sre the \ith book (»1 Pdrturncr, iipriu.iiLirl’. tltc (liaptcr'i 1. 

11. 1(). 1 8. L’4—?7. lie IS ilie more netltl'l*-, iie ‘^peakb 
persecution uith less anger than sorrow. 

VOL. XI, X 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


:53S 

('l!AI' penitents were reconciled; and his son Andro- 
' , niens, after weepintr the sins and errors of his*"" 

youth, most ])iously denied his father the burial 
of a jiiince and a Christian 

( ,,i II. In th(! distress of tlic liatins, the walls and 

Ai-|.,i,siii> Constantinople had fallen to decay: 

tliev weie restored and fortified by the policy of 
J.i'mcoo 1^1 iclnu'l, who de{)osited a plenteous store of corn 
1‘cb. JO and salt picnisions, to sustain the siege wdiicli lie 
might hourlv expect from the resentment of the 
\^A';stern powers. Of these, the sovereign of the 
two Sicilies was the most formidable neighbour; 
but as long as they were possessed by Mainfrov, 
tlie bastard of Frederic the second, his monarcliv 
was the bulwairk, rather than the annoyance, of. 
the Eastern empire. The usurper, though a brave 
and acti\e prince, was sufficiently empktyed in 
the defence of his throne: his proscription by 
-successive jiopes had separated -Mainfroy fi'om 
tile eonmum cause of tlic l^atins; and tlic 
forces tlnit might have besieged Constantinojilc 
were detained in a crusade against the domestic 
enemv of Idome. The prize of her avenger, 
tlic ci’own of the two Sicilies, was won and 
worn by the brother of St. Louis, by Charles 
count of jVnjon and Provence, who led the 
chivalry of France on this holy expedition 

PaclivnnT, ) \ii 1 —11 17 . Tlic 'ipccch of AndrofiitiL 

the J’Jdcr ilil) Ml c. CM a curidiis record, ttliudi protes tliai )l 
the (rreeks a\( u* tlie ''Kttc.s ot the enipcror, tlio fiMpcrtT 
Ic.ss ihc slate of siiptTsuiioii and tlieclcrcM* 

d'hc \nM a(‘coiinK, the nearest the time, the rncit full c'nd ei‘- 
tertaming, of the coii(]ucst of Naples by Charles of Anjou, mat he 
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The disafFection of liis C'liristiaa Mibjcefs com- < ll M’ 
. , . . , lAII. 

polled Mainfroy to enlist a colony of Saracens 

whom his father had planted in ^\]mlia : and this 
odious succour will explain the defiamy of the 
Catholic hero, who rejected all terms of accommo¬ 
dation. “ Hear this message,” said Charles. '• to 
*• the sultan of Nsocera, that Clod and tlu‘ sword 
“ arc umpire between us; and that he shall eitlu'r 
“ send me to paradise, or I will send him to tl)e ])it 
of hell.” The armies met, and though I am 
■ignorant of IMainfroy’s doom in the other wotld, 
in this he lost his friends, his kingdom, and his 
life, in the bloody battle of Benevento. Naifes 
and Sicily were immediately peopled witii a war- 
• like race of French nobles; and their as])iriiig lead¬ 
er embraced the future conquest of ^Mrica, t.reee(', 
and Palestine. The most specious re.-uom: miglit 
point his first arms against the Bvzantine e'm];ue; 
and Palaeologus, diffident of his own stias’gth, re- 
peatedly appealed from the ambition oi yliailes 
to the humanity of St. Ijouis, wlio still puservvd 
a just ascendant over the mind of hi^ ternemus 
brother. For a 'while the attention of that 1/ro- 
ther was confined at home by the iin asicm o' t on- 
radin, the last heir of the Inqicrial Imiu'. - . ^na- 
hia : but tlie hapless boy sunk in ihi' urn. qu.l 
conflict; and his execution on a pulib.c ^eall'eid 

itMiiid in tliL* riniculiiic (ol Itii nnUnn M.m- i'in i ' t. ' 

—'4)1-) and (.'loianiii \ ill ii.i !,l 'ii ( 1 — le j j .0 i-hn li 

an-publiblK'<M)\- Mui.it'ni 111 ili> miiiK .md .iiuiiinli.. ilu’ 

llolorlJll^ (if luly. In lii'.\nnjls amii 'i i'. .'O—< C i, Ir li.C' 

■Andgcd ihi'sL'siiMt i;m.' 1 iI'., wIikU arc Id' ' i" d'-'crilaal in tlic 
1'Ulna CimI’. ol Giaiinuiic, l(_ini. li. 1. xi\. tniis ni. 1 x\. 
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cilAE tiiuglit the rivals of Charles to tremble for their 
, , heads as well as their dominions. A second res-' 

])ite was obtainc'd by the last crusade of St! Louis 
to the African coast; and the double motive of 
inteiest and duty urged the king of Naples to 
assist, with his powders and his presence, the holy 
enterprise. The eleath of St. Louis released him 
from the importunity of a virtuous censor: the 
king of Tunis confessed himself the tributary and 
'riircaK'iis Missal of tlic crowii of Sicily ; and the boldest of 
the French knights were free to enlist under his 
A L.ieTo, P;inner against the Greek empire. A treaty and 
a marriage united his interest with the house of 
Courtenay ; his daughter Beatrice was promised 
to Philip, son and heir of the emperor Baldwin; 
a pension of six hundred ounces of gold was 
allowed for his maintenance; and his .generous 
father distributed among his allies the kingdoms 
and provinces of the East, reserving only Con¬ 
stantinople. and one day’s journey round the city, 
for the Imperial domain In this perilous mo¬ 
ment Paheologus was the most cajrer to subscribe 
tile creed, and implore the protection, of the Bo- 
mau pontiff, who assumed, with, propriety and 
weight, the character of an angel of peace, the 
common father of the Christians. By his voice, 
the sword of Charles was chained in the scabbard; 
and the Greek ambassadors beheld him, in the 
pope's anticliamber, biting his ivory sceptre in a 
transport of fury, and deeply resenting the refusal 

“’8 Duranpe, Hist, de C P. I. r. c. 4 (}—S6. 1. vi, c. 1— 13. Sre 
Pachynitr, 1. n c. Cf) I. v. c 7—10. 25 . 1. vi. c. 30. 32, 33. and 
Nicephorus Gregora.', i i^. 5. 1. v. 1. 6. 
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lo enfranchise and consecrate his arms. Me ap- ( li 
pears .to have respected tlie disinterested media- ^ 
tion of Gregory the tenth; hut C’harles \vas 
insensibly disgusted by the pride and partic.lity of 
Nicholas the third; and his attachment to Ills 
kindred, the Ursini family, alienated tlic most stre¬ 
nuous champion from the service of the clmrch. 

The hostile league against the Greek.s, of Philip 
the Latin emperor, the *king of the two Sicilies, 
and the republic of Venice, was ripened into 
execution; and the election of Martin the fourth, 
a French pope, gave a sanction to the cause. Of 
the allies, Philip supplied his name, I\fartin, a 
bull of excommunication, the Venetians, a scpia- 
dron of forty gallics : and the formidable powers 
of Charles consisted of forty counts, ten thous.and 
men at arms, a numerous body of int'antrv. and 
a fleet of more than three hundrc'd sbij's and 
transports. A distant day was ajipointcd for 
assembling this mighty force in the harbour of 
Brindisi; and a previous attempt was risked with 
a detachment of three hundred knights, who in¬ 
vaded Albania, and besieged the fortress of Bel¬ 
grade. Their defeat might amuse with a tviumjih 
the vanity of Constantinople; but the more saga¬ 
cious Michael, despairing of his anus, (h'jiended 
on the effects of a conspiracy; on tlu‘ secret 
vrorkings of a rat, wdio gnaw'ed the bow-string ' 
of the Sicilian tyrant. 


^9 The reader of Herodotus \sdl recollect how nhraculnudy ihc 
Anyrian host of Sennacherib was disarmed and d^■^lrovcd d ii 


c. 141.). 
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CHAP. Among the proscribed adherents of the house 
of Swabia, John of Procida forfeited a small 
Pateolo- island of that name in the bay of Naples. His 
birth was noble, but his education was learned; 
R'voii of jjj poverty of exile, he was relieved liy 

A.D.12S0. the practice of physic, which he had studied in 
the school of Salerno. Fortune had left him no¬ 
thing to lose, except life; and to despise life is 
the first qualification of a rebel. Procida was en¬ 
dowed with the art of negotiation, to euforce 
his reasons, and disguise his motives; and in his 
various transactions with nations and men, he 
could persuade each party that he laboured 
solely for iheir interest. The new kingdoms of 
Charles were afflicted by every species of fiscal 
and military oppression ^; and the lives and for¬ 
tunes of his Italian subjects 'were sacrificed to the 
greatness of their master and the licentiousness of 
his followers. The hatred of Naples was repressed 
by liis jncsence; but the looser government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
aversion, of the Sicilians: the island was roused 
to a sense of freedom by the eloquence of Procida; 
and he displayed to every baron his private in¬ 
terest in the common cause. In the confidence of 
foreign aid, he successively visited the courts of 
the Greek emperor, and of Peter king of Arra- 


According to Sabas Alalasiiina (Hist. SIcula, 1. in, c. lb. in 
Muratori, tnni. viii. p. KJV y a zealous Guelph, the subjects ot 
Charles, who had reviled Mainfroy as a wolf, began to regret hitn 
as a lamb: and he justifies their discontent by the oppressions of 
the French government (I vi. c. S. 7.). See ihc Sicilian manifesto 
in Nicholas Spccialis (1. i. c. 11. in Muratori, tom. x. p< 930.). 
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gou*', who possessed the inaritiine countries of Va- 
ientia and Catalonia. To the ainhitious Peter a 
crown* was presented, whicli he iniglit justly claim 
by his marriage with the sister of Mainfroy, and by 
the dying voice of Conradin, who from the ^cati'old 
had cast a ring to his heir and avenger. PahTolo- 
gus was easily persuaded to divert his enemy from 
a foreign war by a rebellion at home; and a (Ircck 
subsidy of twenty-five thousand ounces of gold 
was most profitably applied to arm a (kilalau licet, 
which sailed under an holy banner to the si'ccious 
attack of the Saracens of Africa. In the disgui.se 
of a monk or beggar, the indcfaligahle missionary 
of revolt flew fnmi Constantino^de to Home, a!id 
from Sicily to Saragossa: the treatv rvas sealed 
with the signet of pope Nicholas himself, tlio ene¬ 
my of Charles; ami Iiis deed of gift tramsferred 
the fiefs of St. Peter from the liousc of Anjou to 
that of Arragon. So widely diffused and so freely 
circulated, the secret was preserved abo\c two r c.ns 
with impenetrable discretion ; and each of the con¬ 
spirators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who deelarc'd 
that he would cut off hi.s left hand if it ^\erc con¬ 
scious of the intentions of his right. The mino 
was prepared with deep and dangcrou.s artitice; 
but it may be questioned, whether tin* in.st.'mt 
explosion of Palermo were the effect of accident 
or design. 

On the vigil of Easter, a procession of the dis- 

See die character and coiiiiMh of IVier t.ing; ol Arrag,on, in 
M ariana (Hist. His[)an. 1. xiv. c. (). loin ii. ji. 1.),! 11n' rcarlcr 

forgive!) tire Jesuit’s defects, in favour, always ol his style, ami 
often of hts sense. 
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CHAI’. aniiecl citizens visited a church without the walls • 
and a noble damsel was rudely insulted by a French 
The Sici- Holdicr^^ The ravisher was instantly punished with 
|,irs death ; and if the people was at first scattered by 
Marci'i «) a military force, their numbers and fury pre¬ 
vailed : the conspirators seized the opportunity; 
the flame spread over the island ; and eight thou¬ 
sand French were exterminated in a promiscuous 
massacre, which has obtained the name of the 
Sicilian Vespers^. From every city the ban¬ 
ners of freedom and the church were displayed; 
the revolt was inspired by the presence or the soul 
of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, who sailed 
from the xVfrican coast to Palermo, was saluted as 
the king and saviour of the isle. By the rebellion 
of a people on whom he had so long trampled with 
impunity, Charles was astonished and confounded; 
and in the first agony of grief and devotion, he 
was heard to exclaim, “ O God ! if thou hast 
“ decreed to humble me, grant me at least a 
“ gentle and gradual descent from the pinnacle 
“ of greatness!” His fleet and army, which 
already filled tlie sea-ports of Italy, were hastily 
recalled from the service of the ‘Grecian war: 
and the situation of Messina exposed that town to 

“f- Afti-r emiiiifrating the sufferings of hia country, Nicholas Spe- 
cfalis adds, in the true spirit of Italian jealousy, Quae omnia et gra- 
t iora quideni, ut arbitror, patienti ammo Siculi tolcrassent, nisi 
(quod priinum cunctis dommantibus cavendum csl) alienas futmi- 
nas invaiissent (I. i. c. 2. p. 924.). 

The French were long taught to remember this bloody les¬ 
son ; “ If I am provoked (said Henry the fourth), I will break- 
“ fast at Milan, and dine at Naples.” " Your majesty (reidied 
“ the Spanish ambassador) may perhaps trrire in Sicily for ves- 
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tile first Storm of lus revenge. Feeble in them- chai*. 
selves, and yet hopeless of foreign succour, the Y‘_. 
citizens would have repented, and submitted on 
the assurance of fidl pardon and their ancient 
privileges. But the pride of the monarch was 
already rekindled; and the inost fervent entreaties 
of the legate could extort no more than a promise, 
that he would forgive the remainder, after a 
chosen list of eight hundred rebels had been 
yielded to his discretion. The despair of the 
Messinese renewed their courage; Petcr of Arra- 
gon approached to their relict *'*; and his rival 
was driven back by the failure of provision and 
the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian shoie. 

At the same moment, the Catalan admiral, the 
famous Roger do Imria, swept the channel with 
an invincible squadron: the h rench fleet, more “ 

numerous in transports than in gallies, vvas either Oci 
burnt or destroyed; and the same blow assured 
the independence of Sicily and the safety ol the 
Greek empire. A few days before his death, the 
emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall ol an ('in'iny 
whom he hated and esteemed : and perhaps he 
might be content with the popular judgmenl, 
that had they not been matched with each other, 
Constantinople and Italy must speedily have 


« This revolt, with the subsequent MClorv. are related b> <uo 
national writers. Bartheleiny a NeocaUro On Mnr.a.m, ton. -in ) 
and Nicholas Siiecialis (.in Muratori, torn x ), tlw one a ton m- 
porary. the other of the next century. The patriot .Sp^cah. .1 
claims the name of rebellion, and all previous correspondence vv. h 

Peter of Arragon (nullo conininnicuto con.ilio), who Auppeiird <* 

be with a fleet and army on the African coast (1. i. e. 4. y... 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


S4G 

CHAP, obeyed the same masterFrom this disastrous 
LXil ^ 

moment, the life of Charles was a series of mis¬ 
fortunes ; his capital was insulted, his son was 
made prisoner, and he sunk into the grave without 
reco\ cring the isle of Sicily, which, after a war of 
twenty years, was finally severed from tlie throne 
of Na^dcs, and transferred, as an independent 
kingdom, to a younger branch of the liousc of 
Arragon 

The scr- I shall not, I trust, be accused of superstition : 
war onhe ^ luust remark, that, even in tliis world, the 
CaoJansm natural order of events will sometimes afford the 

the Greek . . 

empire, strong appearances of moral retribution. Ihc 
—first Palaeologus had saved his empire by involv¬ 
ing the kingdoms of the West in rebellion 
and blood; and from these seeds of discord up¬ 
rose a generation of iron men, who assaulted and 
endangered the empire of his son. In modern 
times, our debts and taxes are the secret poison, 
which still corrodes the bosom of peace: but in 
the weak and disorderly government of the mid¬ 
dle ages, it was agitated by the present evil of 
the disbanded armies. Too idle to work, too 
proud to beg, the mercenaries were accustomed 
to a life of rapine; they could rob with more 
dignity and effect under a banner and a chief; 
and the sovereign, to whom their service was usc- 


Njcephorus Gregoras {1. v. c. 6 ) admires tlic wisdom of Pro¬ 
vidence in this equal balance of states and princes. I'or the 
hoiinur of Palaeologus, 1 had rather this balance hail been ob.^ened 
by an Italian writer. 

♦C See the Chronicle of V'illani, the lith volume of the .■Vnnali 
dMtaha of Muratori, and the xith and xxist books of tlie Istoiia 
Civile of Giannonc. 
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Mc’ss, ami their presence importnnnte, endeavoured cihp. 

discharge tlie torrent on some neiglibouring 
/Countries. After tlic peace of Sicily, many 
thousands of (Genoese, Cutuhins'', &c. who lind 
fought, hy sea and land, under the standard of 
Anjou or Arragon, were Idcnded in!o one nalion 
by tlie rcsenddaacc of their manners and interest. 

They I'.eard that tlie Greek provinces of A.sia 
were invaded by the Turks : they resolved to 
share the harvest of pay and plunder; and Fre¬ 
deric king of Sicily most liberally contributed the 
means of their departure. In a warfare of twenty 
years, a ship, ora camp, was become their country; 
anns were their sole profession and property; va¬ 
lour was the only virtue which they knew ; tlieir 
women had imbibed the fearless temper of their 
lovers and husbands: it was reported, that, with a 
stroke of their broad-sword, the Catalans u’ould 
cleave a horseman and an horse; and the report 
itself was a powerful weapon. Iloger de Flor na.s 
the most popular of their chiefs; and liis personal 
merit overshadowed the dignity of Ids ])rouder ri¬ 
vals of Arragon. The offspring of a marriage l)e- 
tween a German gentleman of the court of Fre¬ 
deric the second and a damsel of Brmdisi, Ro¬ 
ger w'as successively a tem]ilar, an ajw.state. a 
pirate, and at length the ricliest and most power¬ 
ful admiral of the Mediterranean. lie sailed 


*7 la this motley uiuhitiulf, thp C-it.ildiia and S|'nni:jr'U, tin* 
bravest of the soldiery, werv hy ihern^'ehes .nui ihn 

Anwgni^res, Moncadj derives their origin from the Gotha, aiul 
PachymtT (,hxi. c. 22 ) from the Arabs; and in sjiiic of nuiioiul 
and^cligious pnde, } am afraid the latter is in the right. 
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CHAP, from Messina to Constantinople, with c’ghtc(/n/ 
gallies, four great ships, and eight thousand adven¬ 
turers ; and his previous treaty was faithfully. 
accomplished by Andronicus the elder, who ac¬ 
cepted with joy and terror this formidable succour. 
A palace was allotted for his reception, and a 
niece of the emperor was given in marriage to tlie 
valiant stranger, who was immediately created 
great doke or admiral of Ilomania. After a de¬ 
cent repose, he transported his troops over tlic 
Propontis, and boldly led them against the Turks: 
in two bloody battles thirty thousand of the Mos¬ 
lems were slain : he raised the siege of Philadel¬ 
phia, and deserved the name of the deliverer of 
Asia. But after a short season of prosperity, the 
cloud of slavery and ruin again burst on that un- 
happy province. The inhabitants escaped (says a 
Greek historian) from the smoke into the flames ; 
and the hostility of the Turks was less pernicious 
than the friendship of the Catalans. The lives 
and fortunes which they had rescued, they consi-* 
dered as their own : the willing or reluctant maid 
was saved from the race of circumcision for the 
embraces of a Christian soldier: the exaction of 
fines and supplies was enforced by licentious rapine 
and arbitrary executions; and, on the resistance of 
Magnesia, the great duke besieged a city of the 
Roman empire These disorders he excused by 


■*8 Some idea may be formed of the population of these cities, 
from the 36,000 inhabitants of Tralles, which, in the preceding 
reign, was rebuilt by the emperor, and ruined by the Turks. 
(.I’achyiner, 1. si. c. 20, 21.). 
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Ihe wrongs ami passions of a victorious annv ; nor Cll MV 

^■oultyiiis own authority or person have been safe, 
ha^he dared to punish his faithful followers, who 
were defrauded of the just and coveuauted price of 
their services. The threats and complaints of An- 
drouicus disclosed the nakedness of tlic empire. 

His golden bull had invited no more than ii\e 
hundred horse and a thousand foot soldiers; vet 
the crowds of volunteers, who migrated to tlic 
East, had been enlisted and fed by his sponta¬ 
neous bounty. AVhile his bravest allies were 
content with three byzants or pieces of gold, for 
their monthly pay, an ounce, or ev en two ounce.s, 
of gold were assigned to the Catalans, whose an¬ 
nual pension would thus amount to near an hun¬ 
dred pounds sterling; one of their chiefs had mo¬ 
destly. rated at three hundred thousand crowns the 
valour of his future merits; and above a million 
had been issued from the treasury for the main- 
tenance of these costly mercenaries. A cruel tax 
had been imposed on the corn of the husbandman : 
one third was retrenched from the salaries of the 
public officers; and the standard of the coin was so 
shamefully debased, that of the four-aml-twenty 
parts only five were of pure gold At the sum¬ 
mons of the emperor, llogcr evacuated a prov ince 

‘*'■'1 have collected lhe«e iHMiniarv tircuniU.inc. . fnan IVtln- 
iner (I. xi c Cl. 1 xii c, +, j S 14 Ijl , who di ' rdic- tin- pm- 
cresslve dotjradalKin of the cold cum I'hcii iii t!ir prcojierou, 
limes of.lohii Ducjs \ .it.iccs, llie hv/.ii its u l rr composed m l■(J^lal 
proportions of tile pine and the It.isi r uuM.d. '1 lie j.incrtv ol 
.Michael Palxologus loinpcllcd linn to tud.c a new (u.n, w ilh nine 
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CHAP, wliieli no loiifjcr supplied the materials of japine^i 
but he refused to disperse his troops; ancKjihili 
his style was res])ectful, liis conduct was indejfCii^ 
dent and hostile. He protested, that if the cm- 
j)eror should march against him, he would advance 
forty paces to kiss the ground before him, but in 
rising from this prostrate attitude Roger had a 
life and sword at the service of his friends. The 
great duke of Romania condescended to accept the 
title and ornaments of Cassav ; but he rejected the 
new proposal of the govenimeut of Asia with a 
subsidy of corn and money, on condition that he 
should reduce his troops to the harmless number 
of three thousand men. Assassination is the last 
resource of cowards. The Caisar was tempted to 
visit the royal residence of Achianoplc: in the 
apartment, and before the eyes, of the empress, he 
was stabbed by the Alani guards ; and, though the 
deed was imputed to their private revenge, liis 
countrymen, who dwelt at Constantinople in the 
security of peace, were involved in the same pro¬ 
scription by the prince or people. The loss of 
their leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, 
who hoisted the sails of fight, and were soon 
scattered round the coasts of the Mediterranean. 
Ikit a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans 
or French, stood f rm in the strong fortress of Gal- 


]).irv, or rar.Us, of gulil, and fifteen of copper alloy. After his 
death, the standard rose to ten carats, till in the public di.stress it 
\%as icdiued to ilic moielj. The prince was relieved for a ino- 
roeiit, w Itllc Cl edit and cnminerce were for e\cr blasted. In France, 
t!ic gohl coin is of lu*nt\-ts\o carats (one iwelfili alloy"), and the 
stand-lid of Fngland and Holland is sill) higher. 
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Jifjoli W the Hellespont, displayed the banners ( ii \i> 
V’i-^agon, and offered to revenge and justify . 
nWVr chief by an e(pial combat of ten or an hun¬ 
dred warriors. Instead of accepting this bold de¬ 
fiance, the emperor Michael, the son and col¬ 
league of Andronicus, resolved to oppress them 
witli the weight of multitudes; every nerv(“ ’,\as 
strained to fornr an army of thirteen thousand 
horse and tliirty thousand foot; and tlie Propontis 
was covered with the ships of the (Greeks and 
(jienocse. In two battles by sea and land, thc.se 
mighty forces were encountered and o^'crthrown 
by the despair and discipline of tlie Catalans; 
tlic young emperor fled to the palace ; and an 
insuUicient guard of light-horse -was left for the 
proteetion of the open country. Ahetory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers: every 
nation was blended under the name and standard 
of the ffreat company, and three thousand Tnrkisli 
jirosclytcs dc.scrted from the Im])ei'ial service lo 
join this military association. In the jiossession of 
(iallipoli, the Catalans intcrccpled the trade of 
Constantinople and the Black Sea, while tiie\ 
spread their devastations on cither side of tlie llel- 
lespont over the confines of Kuropc ami ^ksia. 

To prevent their approacli, tlie greatest jiart oi 
the Byzantine territory was laid waste h) tin.' 

Greeks themselves: the pcasi^nts and tlicir cattle 
retired into the citv ; and myriads ol shce]) and 
oxen, for which neither place nor food could he 
procured, were uiiprofitably slaughtered on tim 
same day. b'our times tlie I'lepcrov Andronicus 
sued for peace, and four times he was iiiflc.xibly 
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repulsed, till the want of provisions, and the dj^ 
cord of the chiefs, compelled the Catalans/ M 
evacuate the banks of the Hellespont ana^^ 
neighbourhood of the capital. After their sepa¬ 
ration from the Turks, the remains of the great 
company pursued their march through ^Macedonia 
and Thessaly, to seek a new establishment in the 
heart of Greece 

After some ages of oblivion, Greece was awa¬ 
kened to new misfortunes by the arms of the La¬ 
tins. In the two hundred and fifty years between 
the first and the last conquest of Constantinople, 
that venerable land was disputed by a multitude 
of petty tyrants; without the comforts of freedom 
and genius, her ancient cities were again plunged 
in foreign and intestine war ; and, if servitude be 
preferable to anarchy, they might repose with 
joy under the Turkish yoke. I shall not pursue 
the obscure and various dynasties, that rose and 
fell on the continent or in the isles; but our 
silence on the fate of Athens ' would argue a 


Tile Catalan war is most cnpioiiMV rC.ited li) I\ich_\nicr, lU 
tile .xitli, xiiili, and xilith books,idl lio breaks od lu tlie tear l.'JUS 
Niccphorus (ireporas (I. vii. 3—6 ) is more r-oiicist and complete. 
Ducange, who adopt' these ndrenlnrers as French, has liuiited their 
footsteps wit'i his usual diligence (Mi't. do C. P. 1. vl c 22—40'). 
He quolcs an Arragoncso history, which 1 have read u ilh pleasure, 
and which the .Spaniards e.\tol as a iiindcl of st\lc and composition 
(Fvpcdicion de los Catalapcs y Arragonescs contra I'urcos \ Grie- 
gos Barcelona, l(i23, in rjiiarlo : Madrid, 1777 , lu octaro). Don 
I'lDiicisco de Moncada, t'.ondc dc Osona, iiiav imitate C'assar or 
Sallust; he may trariscrihe the Greek or Italian eontcmporjrie.s 
hut he nercr r|notcs his aiiliiorities, and I cannot discern any na¬ 
tional records of the exploits of his countrs men. 

5' See the labor.ous hislort of Ducange, whose accurate lahle 
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^trange^ingratittidc to the first and purest school ( ilAl’, 
o^Jilxjyal science and amusement. In the parti- 
tfoli‘of the empire, the principality of Athens 
and Thebes was assigned to Otlio de la Roclie, a 
noble warrior of Burgundy “ ■ with the title of 
great duke ■", which the Latins understood in 
their own sense, and the Greeks more foolishly 
derived from the age of ConstantineOtho fol¬ 
lowed the standard of the marquis of Montferrat; 
the ample state which he acquired by a miracle 
of conduct or fortune'”, was peaceably inherited 
by his son and two grandsons, till the family, 
though not the nation, was changed, by the mar¬ 
riage of an heiress into the elder branch of the 
house of Brienne. The son of that marriage, 

W'^altcr de Brienne, succeeded to the dutchv of 
iVthcns.; and, with the aid of some Catalan mer- 


of ihc French dynasties recapitulates the thirty-live passages in 
"hlch he mentions the dukes of Athen.s 

^ He IS twice mentioned by Villchardouin witli honour iN" 
l.'jl. 235.); and under the first passage, Ducangc ob.sertes all ihat 
can he known of his person and family. 

From these Latin princes of the xnih oeiitury, Boccare, 
Chaucer, and Shakespeare, hare borrowed their Theseus dukr of 
Athens. An ignorant age, transfers its own lanfuiage and manners 
to the most distant times. 

^ The same Constantine gave to Sicily a king, to Russi.i ihe miig- 
nus dapifer of the empire, to Tliebes the jmmiccnus; and iliesv 
absurd fables are properly lashed by Ducange (ad Nicephor. (,reg 
I. vii. c. 5.). By the Latins, the lord of Thebes was styled, by 
corruption, the Megas Kurios, or Grand Sire ! 

QiwdatH rairaculo, says Alberic. He was probalily received by 
Michael Choniates, the archbishop who had defended Alliens 
against the tyrant Leo Sgurus (Nicetas in Baldwmo ). Michael 
was the brother of the historian Nicetas; and hi« cnconiium of 
Athens is still entant in MS. m the Bodleian library (Fabric. Bib- 
hot. Grsec. tom. vi. p. 405.). 

4V<IL, Xl' 2 A 
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CHAP, cenaries, whom he invested with fiefs, reduc^' 
above thirty castles of the vassal or neigh^uri'i^ 
lords. But when he was informed of th^ ‘s\>. 
proach and ambition of the great company, he 
collected a force of seven hundred knights, six 
thousand four hundred horse, and eight thousand 
foot, and boldly met them on the banks of the ri¬ 
ver Cephisus in Boeotia. The Catalans amounte<l 
to no more than three thousand five hundred horse, 
and four thousand foot; but the deficiency of 
numbers was compensated by stratagem and ordci-. 
They formed round their camp an artificial inun¬ 
dation ; the duke and his knights advanced with¬ 
out fear or precaution on the verdant meadow; 
their horses plunged into the bog; and he was 
cut in pieces, with the ^eatest part of the French 
cavalry. His family and nation were expelled; 
and his son Walter de Brienne, the titular duke 
of Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and the consta¬ 
ble of France, lost his life in the field of I’oitiers. 
Attica and Boeotia were the rewards of the victo¬ 
rious Catalans ; they married the widows and 
daughters of the slain ; and during fourteen years, 
the great company was the terror of the Grecian 
states. Their factions drove them to acknow¬ 
ledge the sovereignty of the house of Arragon; 
and during the remainder of the fourteenth cen¬ 
tury, Athens, as a government or an appanage, 
was successively bestowed by the kings of Sicily. 
After the French and Catalans, the third dynasty 
was that of the Accaioli, a family, plebeian at 
Florence, potent at Naples, and sovereign in 
Greece. Athens, which they embellished with 
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buijdings, became the capital of a state, that chai>, 
extended over Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi, 
and ftf.^part of Thessaly; and their reign was 
finally determined by Mahomet the second, who 
strangled the last duke, and educated his sons in 
the discipline and religion of the seraglio. 

Athens*, though no more than the shadow of Present 
her former sclf^ still contains about eight or ten A^thcn'.. 
thousand inhabitants: of these, three-fourths are 
Creeks in religion and language ; and the Turks, 
who compose the remainder, have relaxed, in their 
intercourse with the citizens, somewhat of the 
pride and gravity of their national character. The 
olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, flourishes in Attica ; 
nor has the honey of mount Hymettus lost any 
part of its exquisite flavour’^: but the languid trade 
is monopolized by strangers; and the agriculture 
of a barren land is abandoned to the vagrant Wa¬ 
lachians. The Athenians are still distinguishetl by 
the subtlety and acuteness of their understandings ; 
but these qualities, unless ennobled by freedom, and 
enlightened by study, will degenerate into a low 
and selfish cunning : and it is a proverbial saying 

s'iTlje modern account of Athens, and the Athenians, is ex¬ 
tracted from Spon (Voyage cn Grecc, tom. ii. ]i- 79 190 I 

Wheeler (Travels into Greece, p. 337—414 ), Stuart (Antiquities 
of Athen», passim), arid Chandler ('fravels into Greece, p. -J 
172.). The first of these travellers visited Greece in tlu y. ar l(i70, 
the Ust 1765; and ninety years h.id not produced much difference 
m the tranquil scene. 

The ancients, or at least the Athenians, believed that all the 
bees in the worid^d been propagated from Mount Hyinetius. 

They taught, tha^lth might be preserved, and life prolonged, by 
the external t«e of oil, and the internal use ot honey (Geopomca, 

1. XV. c. 7. p. 1089— HH)4. ‘‘^1 Niclas) 
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of the country, “From the Jews of Xhessalo- 
“ nica, the Turks of Negropont, and the Greeks of 
“ Athens, good Lord deliver u« ! ” This ^ful 
people has eluded the tyranny of the Turkish ba¬ 
shaws, by an expedient which alleviates their ser¬ 
vitude and aggravates their shame. About the 
middle of the last century, the Athenians chose 
for their protector the Kislar Aga, or chief black 
'eunuch of the seraglio. This ^Ethiopian slave, 
who possesses the sultan’s ear, condescends to accept 
the tribute of thirty thousand crowns: his lieute¬ 
nant, the Waywode, whom he annually confirms, 
may resei^ve for his own about five or six thousand 
more; and such is the policy of the citizens, 
that they seldom fail to remove and punish an 
oppressive governor. Their private differences 
are decided by the archbishop, one of the richest 
prelates of the Greek church, since lie possesses 
a revenue of one thousand pounds sterling; and 
by a tribunal of the eight gcronti or elders, chosen 
in the eight quarters of the city: the noble fa¬ 
milies cannot trace their pedigree above three 
hundred years ; but their principal members are 
distinguished by a grave demeanour, a fur-cap, 
and the lofty appellation of archm. By some, 
who delight in the contrast, the modem lan¬ 
guage of Athens is represented as the most cor¬ 
rupt and barbarous of the seventy dialects of 
the vulgar Greeks*: this picture is too darkly 

^ Ducangc, Glossar. Glaec. Prafat. p. 8.,^ho quotes for his 
author Theodosius Zygomalai, a modem gra]|||ptrian. Yet Spon 
(tom. it. p. 194 .) and Wheeler (p. no mcompetent judges, 

entertain a mote favourable opinion of the Attic dialect. 
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. coloured; would root be easy. ia flie country ,, 
of Plato and DemoBtbenes, ‘ to find & reader, or a 
bopyg^f their works. The Athenians walk with 
sujttne-'iuidiifeence among the gldrious ruins of 
anti<|H^; i and such is the debasement their 
chanwtCTi that they toe ineapable of admiring 

the genius of iheir pedecessors'*®. 

« Yet we ipusl. not apeuise them of conrilpting the name of 
AthenB,,%hieh they still ciMAthini. From the m-mi-aS(«i>, we 
have, oat own batbaiism of Stlines. 
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CHAP. LXIIL 

Civil Wars, . <md Ruin of the Greek Empire.— 
Reigns of AndHmms,. the Elder and Younger, 
and John Palceologust.:— Regency, Revolt, 
Reign, and Abdication of John Cantacuzcne. 
r~-Establishment of a.Genoese Colony at Peru 
or Galata.r-Their Wars with the Empire 
and City of Constantinople .. 

CHAP. ‘The' l6ng'of Andronicus" the elder is 
chiefly memorable by ’ the’^Bputes of, the Greek 
SonoTln invasion of ,the Catalans, and the 

dronicus of the Ottoman power. IJc is celebrated as 
learned and virtues prinWof the age; 
A.D.lssi but such virtue, and such' learning, "contributed 
neither to the perfection of the individual, 
nor to the happiness of society. A slave of the 
most abject superstition, he was surrounded on 
all sides by visible and invisible enemies; nor 
were the flames of hell less dreadful to his fancy, 
than those of a Catalan or Turkish war. Under 
the reign of the Palaeolv^, the choice of the 
patriarch was the most important business of the 
9^te; the heads of the Greek church were am¬ 
bitious and fanatic monks ; and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 

} Andronicus himself will justify our freedom iA the invective 
( icephoras Gregoras, 1. i. c. i.) which he pronounced against 
lustoric falsehood. It is true, that his censure is more pointedly 
uiged againat calumny than againsi adulation. 
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misclueYOus or contemptible. By his inteinpe- 
fate discdpline, the patriarch Athanasius ' excited ^ 
the hatred of the clergy and people; he was 
heard to declare, that the ■ sinner should swallow' 
the l^t dregs of the cup of penance; and the 
foolish tale was propagated of his punishing a 
sacrile^ous ass that had tasted the lettuce of a 
convent garden. Driven from the throne by the 
universal clamour, Athanasius composed, before 
his retreat,, two papers of a very opposite cast. 

His public testament was in the tone of charity 
and resignation; the private codicil breathed the 
direst anathemas against the authors of his dis¬ 
grace, whom he excluded for ever from the com¬ 
munion of the holy trinity, the angels, and the 
saints. This last paper he enclosed in an earthen 
pot, which was placed, by his order, on the top 
of one of the pillars in,the dome of St. Sophia, 
in the distant hope of discovery and revenge. 

At the end of four years, some youths, chmbing 
by a ladder in search of pigeons’ nests, detected 
the fatal secret; and, as Andronicus felt himself 
touched and bound by the excommunication, he 
trembled on the brink of the abyss which had 
been so treacherously dug under his feet. A 
synod of bishops was instantly convened to de¬ 
bate this important question; the rashness of 


2 For the anathema in the [Mpi^on’s nest, see IVhvmor (I ix 
c. 84.), who relates the general history of .\thanasms (I mu c. l.t 
- 16 . 20 . 24, t X. c. 27 - 29 . 31-36. 1. XI e. 1 -? 'i- ' xm, 

c 8. 10 23. 36.). and is followed by Nic<n,horus Oreporas (1 m. 
c. 6 . 7 , 1 . vii. c. 1 . P.), who includes the second retreat o( th., 

serntid Chrysostom 
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these dandeetihe. anathemas was .generajly con- 
demned^ buf as the knot conld untied only 
by the ^me hand, as that han^l wm now de¬ 
prived of the croeie?, it appeared'that thig post¬ 
humous decree was irrevocable by any, earthly 
powes. Some faint .testimonies of repentance 
and jpardon were extor^ from' the author of 
the mischiefs but the conscience of the empe- 
roi* was still wounded, and he desired, with no 
less ardour than Athanasius himself, the restor¬ 
ation of a patriarch, by whom alone he could be 
healed. At the dead of night, a monk rudely 
knodied at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announcing a revelation of plague and famine, 
of inundations and. earthquakes. Andronicus 
started from his hed,- and spent the night in 
prayer, till he feltu thought that he felt, •& 
slight motion of the. earth- The emperor on 
foot led the bishops and monks to the 'eell of 
Athanasius, and, after a proper resistance, tlie 
saint, from whom this message had been sent, 
consented to absolve the prinoe, and govern the 
church of Constantinople. Untamed by disgrace, 
and hardened by solitude, the' shepherd was 
again odious to the fiock, and his enemies con¬ 
trived a singular, and, as it proved, a success¬ 
ful, mode of revenge. In the night they stole away 
the foot-stool or foot-cloth o£ his tibrone, which 
they “secretly replace with the decoration of a 
satirical picture. The emperor was painted with 
a bridle in his mouth, and Athanasius leading 
the tractable beast to tire feet of Christ. The au¬ 
thors of the libel were detected and punished; 
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."bift as their lives had been spared, the Christian chap. 
priest in sullen indignation retired to his cell; 
and the eyes of AndronifcUs, which had Jjeeu 
opened fcr a moment, were again closed by bis 
successor. ' 

If this transaction be one of the most curious 
and important of -a reign of fifty years, I cannot 
at least accuse the brevity of my materials, since 
I redu^ into some few pages the enormous folios 
of Pachymer^ Cantacuzene\ and Nicephorns 
Gregoras who have composed the prolix and 
languid stcay of the times. The name and situa¬ 
tion of the emperor John Cantacuzenc might 
inspire the most lively curiosity. His memorials 
of forty years extend from the revolt of tlie 
vounger Andronictis to his own abdication of the 
empire; and it is observed, that, like Moses and 
Cajsar, he was the principal actor in the scenes 
wldch he describes. But in this eloquent work 
we should vainly seek the sincerity of an hero or 
a penitent. Retired in a cloister from the vices 
^and passions of the world, he presents not a con- 

3 Pachymer, in seven books, 377 folio pages, describes tlie lirsi 
Iwenty-six years of Andronicus the Elder; and marks the dao 'd 
his eoraposition by the current news or lie of the day (A.D. 130H) 

Either death or disgust prevented him from resuming tlie [« ii. 

♦ After an interval of twelve years, from the conclusion ol 1 a- 
chyiner, CanUcuzenus takes up the pen; and his first book (c. 1 
-5g. p. 9—1^.) relates the civil war, and the eight last year, ol 
the elder Andronicus. The ingenious comparison with .Mosev 
and Cisar, b fancied by his French translator, the president 

Cousin. , ■ ,r 1 

3 Nicephorus Gregoras more briefly includes the entire ligand 

reigo of Andronicus the Elder (I. vi. c. 1. p- 9b Syi-)- ‘ 
the part of which Cantacuzenc complains as a false and malicious 

representation of his conduct. 
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CHAP, fession, but stt W the life of an ambi. 

tious statesHf^^ lasted df unfoUlmg the true 
coun^ls arid cbamotere of men, he displays the 
smooth? and specious .surface of events, highly 
varnhshed with his own praises and^thow of his 
ftieods. Their motives are always pure ; their 
erids ^Ways Intimate: they conspire and rebel 
without snyTiews of interest; and the violena; 
which they inflict or suffer is celebrated as tlie 
spontaneous effect of reason and virtue. 

First ciis- After the example of the first of the Palaeo- 
fwlcn*?he , Andronicufi associated his son 

elder and - Michael to the honours of the purple, and from 

younger , y* • i -i • ^ ^ 

Androni- the ago ol cighteOn to his premature death, that 
A.D.jjtJo ^3^ acknowledged, above twenty-five years, 

as the second empteror of the Greeks At 
the head of an army, he excited neither the fears 
of the enemy, nor the jealousy of the court; 
his modesty and patience were never tempted 
to compute the years of his father; nor was 
that father compelled to repent of his liberality 

either by the virtues or vices of his son. 

The son of Michael was named Andronicus 
from his grandfather, to whose early favour 
he was introduced by that nominal resem¬ 
blance. The blossoms of wit and beauty in¬ 
creased the fondness of the elder Andronicus; 

t' He w»8 crowned May SUt, 1895, and died October ISth, 1320. 
(Ducange, Fani. By*, p. 839.). His brotherTheodbre, by a second 
marriage, inherited the marquisate of Montferrat, apostatized to the 
religion and raanneia of tlte Litin^ (Sri im neu wffn ttmi 
Kfifi Ytn/auf xoL/pf xaj fSio’i. AaT(«; ij* ttJtpaufrrte- Nic. Greg. 1. ix 
c. 1.), and founded a dynasty of Italian princes, which was extin¬ 
guished A.D. 1533 fDucaiige, Fain. Byx. p. 249—2.S3.). 
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. aiid, with the common vanity of the age, he cx- chap. 
pected to realize in the second, the hope which 
had been disappointed in the first, generation. 

The boy was educated in the palace as an heir 
and a fevourite; and in the oaths and acclama¬ 
tions of the people, august triad was formed 
by the names of the father, the son, and the 
grandson. But the younger Andronicus was 
speedily corrupted by his infant greatness, wliile 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double ob¬ 
stacle that hung, and,might long hang, over his 
rising ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or 
to diflfuse happiness, that he so eagerly aspired: 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the most, 
precious attributes of a monarch; and Ins first 
indiscreet demand was the sovereignty of some 
rich and f^le island, where he might lead a life 
of independence and pleasure. The emperor was 
offended by the loud and frequent intemperance, 
which disturbed his capital: the sums which Ins 
parsdinony denied were supplied by the Genoese 
usurers of Pera; and the oppressive debt, which 
consolidated the interest of a faction, could be 
discharged only by a revolution. A beauti u 
female, a matron in rank, a prostitute in 
ners, had instructed the younger Andronicus m 
the rudiments of fove; but he had reason to sus¬ 
pect the nocturnal visits of a rival; and a stran^r 
passing through the street was pierc^ by t e 
arrows of his guards, who were placed in ambus i 
at her door. That stranger was his brother, 
prince Manuel, who languished and died o is 
wound; and the emperor Michael, their common 
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Sm' 'vhoiK healthwk illade^iaiog state, ex- 

pifed &n the eighth day, lament]^ the loss of 
both his cbildrem \ However guiMesa in his in- 
tentioti, the younger Andronicus inight impute 
a brother’s and a lather’s death to the consequence 
of his own vices', and deep waathd sigh of think¬ 
ing and feeling men, when they perceived, in¬ 
stead of sorrow and repentancej his ill-dissembled 
joy - on tire removal of two odious competitors. 
By these melancholy events, and the increase of 
hia disorders, the mind of the elder emperor was 
j^uaUy alienated; aiid, after many fruitless re- 
he transfeired on another grandson" his 
hop^and affection. The change was announced 
by the new oath of allegiance to the reigning so¬ 
vereign, and the person whom he should appoint 
for his successor: andtlie acknowledged heir, aftei' 
a repetition of insults and complaints, was exposed 
to the indignity of a public trial. Before the scji- 
tence, which would probably have condemned 
him to a dungeon or a cell, the emperor was 
informed that the |)alace courts were filled with 
the armed followers of his grandson; the judg¬ 
ment was softened to a treaty of reconciliation ; 
and the triumphant escape of the prince encou¬ 
raged the ardour of the younger taction. 


1 W« are itidebted to Nicephorus Gregoras (1. viii. c. 1.) for the 
knowledge of this tragic adventure; while Cantacuiene more dii- 
creetly conceals the vices of Andronicus the Younger,of which he 
was the witnesB, and perhaps tlie associate (1. i. c. 1, &c.). 

* His destined heir was Michael Cathaius, the bastard of ,Cou- 
stantine Ws second son. In this project of excluding hisgrgtidsori 
Andronicus, Nicephorus Gregoras (1. viij. c. S.) agrees with Can- 
lacuaeneO. i. c. 1, 2.). 
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Yet the capital, the clergy, and the ^nate, ad- chap 
Tiered to the person, or at least to the government, 
of the old emperor; and it was only in the pro- Three civil 
vincefi, by flight, Md revolt, and foreign succour, 
that the mdecontenta could hope to vindicate 
their cause and subvert his throne. The soul of a.da321, 
the enterprise was the great domestic John Canta- 
cuzene: the sally from Constantinople is the first 24, 
date of his actions and memorials; and if his 
own pen be most descriptive of his patriotism, an 
unfriendly historian has not refused to celebrate 
the zeal and ability which he displayed in the ser¬ 
vice of the young emperor. . That prince escaped 
from the capital under the pretence of hunting ; 
erected hia standard at Adrianople; and, in a few 
days, assembled fifty thousand horse and foot, 
whom neither honour nor duty could have anned 
against the Barbarians. Such a force might have 
saved or commanded the empire; but their coun¬ 
sels were discordant, their motions were slow and 
doubtfiil, and tiieir progress was checked by in¬ 
trigue and negociation. The quarrel ot the two An- 
dronici was protracted, and snsjiended, and renewed, 
during a ruinous period of seven years. In the 
first treaty, the relics of the Greek empire were 
divided: Constantinople, Thessalonica, and the 
islands, were left to the elder, while the younger 
acquired the sovereignty of the greatest part of 
Thrace, from Philippi to the Byzantine limit, (j^rona- 
By the second treaty, he stipulated the payment 
of his troops, his immediate coronation, and an Androm- 
adequate share of the pow'cr and revenue of the 
state. The third civil war was ^terminated by the feij 2 
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lxih; ■ ConstaiitijBj^le, retreat of the 

oldempetor^^and tbe sole reign oft^s victorious' 
gjjandson. The reasons of this 'delay may be 
found in the characters of the men and of the times. 
When the heir of the monarchy first pleaded his 
wrongs and hife apprehensicms, he was heard witli 
pity and applause: and his, adherents repeated 
on all sides the inconsistent promise, that he 
would increase the pay of the soldiers and alleviate 
the burthens of the people. The grievances of 
forty years were mingled in. his revolt; and the 
rising generation was fatigued by the endless pro¬ 
spect of a reign, whose favourites and maxims 
were of other times. The youth of Andronicus 
had been without sjarit, his age was without re¬ 
verence: his taxes produced an ^ annual revenue 
of five hundred thonand pounds;; yet, the richest 
of the sovereigns of Christendom was iftoapable 
of maintaining three thousand horse and twenty 
gallies, to resist the destructive progress of the 
Turks®. “ How different,” said the younger 
Andronicus, “ is my situation from. that of the 
“ son of Philip ! Aleximdier might complain, 
“ that his father would leave him nothing to 
“ conquer: alas! my grandsire will leave me 
“ nothing to lose.” But the Greeks were soon 
admonished, that the public disorders could not 

9 See Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. viii. c. 6. The younger Andro¬ 
nicus complained, thaj in four years arid four months a sum of 
"'350,000 by rants of gold was due to him for the ercpence* of his 
household (Cantacuzen. Li. c. 48.). Yet he wouH have remitted 
the debt, if he might have been allowed to squeeze the fermers of 
the revenue. 
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. be' healed by a civil war; and that their young chap. 
lavo\irite was not destined to be the saviour of a 
falling empire. On the first repulse, his party w%s 
broken by his own levity, their intestine discord, 
and the intrigues of the ancient court, which 
tempted each raalecontent to desert or betray the 
cause of rebellion. Androuicus the Younger was 
touched with remorse, or fatigued with business, 
or deceived by negociation: pleasure rather than 
power was his aim; and the licence of maintain¬ 
ing a thousand hounds, a thousand hawks, and 
a thousand huntsmen, was sufficient to sidly his 
fame and disarm his ambition. 

Let us now survey the catastrophe of this busy Tlie eiilrr 
plot, and the final situation of the principal cus abdi- 
actors The age of Andronicus was consumed 
in civil, discord ; and, amidst^ the events of war m^rn, ^ ^ 
and treaty, his power and reputation continually ^3^ 04' 
decayed, till the &tal night in which the gates of 
the city and palace were opened without resis¬ 
tance, to his grandson. His principal commander 
scorned the repeated warnings of danger; and 
retiring to rest in the vain security of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with some priests 
and pages, to the terrors of a sleepless night. 

Thfi^ terrors were quickly realized by the hostile 
shwits, which proclaimed the titles and victory 
of Andronicus the Younger; and the aged em¬ 
peror, falling prostrate before an image of the 


I follow the chronology of Nicephorue Gregorw, who is re¬ 
markably exact. It is proved that Caritacuiene has mistaken the 
date* of his own actions, or rather that his text has been corrupted 
hy ignorant transcribers. 
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Virgin, dispatched a suppliant meg^e to resign 
the sceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands of 
t}ie conqueror. The answer, of hia grandson was 
decent and pious; at the prayer of his friends, 
the younger Andronicus assupjed the sole admi¬ 
nistration ; hut the elder still enjoyed the name 
and pre-eminence of the first emperor, the use of 
the great palace, and a pension of twenty-four 
thousand pieces of gold, one half of which was as¬ 
signed on the Toyal treasui^, and the other on the 
fishery of Constantinople. But his impotence was 
soon jexposed to contempt and oblision; the vast 
silence of the palam was disturbed only by the 
cattle and poultry‘of the neighbourhood, winch 
roved with impunity, throuj^ tiie . solitary courts; 
and a ,redu^ allowance ten thousand pieces 
of gold” was ^ that he could and 
than he covdd hope.* His calamities were embit¬ 
tered by the gradual nKtinc^on of tight: his con¬ 
finement was rendered eadi day more ngorcms; 
and during the absence and sicknesa of his grand¬ 
son, his inhuman keepers, by tiio of 

instant death, compelled' ban to exchahgo the 
purple for, thSe unodastic habit and profe^n. 
The had reaomaoed the of 

the ijforld: ye|- be had oc«a«on for a fbf 

in tlte winter seasotfjyand as wine was fbsbidden 
-by hk confessor, and Wtet^ his 
sbwbet of l%ypt was his -comn^ dii^’V It ?vss 

'11 have endeeivoured to r«coneik the 84,000 piemVof Ceata- 
'euEone 0. ii. c. 1.) ,vith the 10,000 of J^pcephonIl Chi^pins A- 
c. 8-0 ; the oue of whom wished to like othet jlo^iitogaify, 

the baidehips c£ the old emperor. 
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'^not "W^ll^out.iUfficulty that the late emperor could 
procure three or four pieces to satisfy these simple 
wants; tihd if he bestowed the gold to relieve 
the more pAinful distress of a friend, the sacrifice 
is of some weight in the scale of humanity and 
religion. Four ^Ws‘after his abdication, An- 
dronicus or Antony expired in a cell, in the 
seventy-fourth year .of his‘age; and the last strain 
of adulation could only promise a more splendid 
crown of glory in hearen than he had enjoyed 
upon earth 

Nor was the reign of the younger-, mOTe glori¬ 
ous or fortunate than that of the elder, Androni- 
eus He gathered the -fruits of ambition; but 
the taste was transient ahd'bitter : in the supreme 
station he lost the remains of his early popularity, 
and the defects of hiij character became still more 
conspicuous to the. world. The public reproach 
urged him to march in person against the Turks; 
nor did his courage fail in the hour of trial, but 
a defeat and a w'ouud were the only trophies 
of his expedition in Asia, which confirmed the 
establkhm’ent of the Ottoman nioiiarchy. The 
abuses of tljie civil government attained their lull 
matOlity and perfection; his neglect of form.s, 
and ike Confusion of national dresses, are deplored 

l- See Niccphnnis Gregoras (1. ix, 6, 7, S- 10. 1+. 1. x, c. 1 .). 
The faiistonajilukd tasted of theproaperily, aod sbared ibc retreat, of 
his benefactijr; and that .friendship which “ waits or to lire scaf¬ 
fold or the cell,” should not lightly be accused as “ a hireling, a 
prostitute to prake.” 

The sole reign of Andronicus the t-ounger is described by 
■Cantaeuzene (I. ii, c. 1 — 40..p. J91‘'“339.). ^rrd Nicephorua Gre- 
^joras (1. ix. c. 7.—l.xi. 2. U. p 2 () 2 —aOl.). 

VOI,. XI. - ■ 2 b 
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by the Greeks as the fatal symptoms^f the 
decay of the empire. Andronicus was ola before’ 
his time: the intemperacce of yopth Tjad acce¬ 
lerated the infirmities of sge ; and, after b«ng res¬ 
cued from a dangerous malady by nature, or 
physic, or the Virgin, he was snatched away before 
he had accomplished his forty-fifth year. He was 
twice married; and as the progress of the Latins 
in arms and arts had softened the prejudices of the 
Byzantine court, his two wives were cho.Sen in the 
princely houses of Germany and Italy. The first, 
Agnes at home, Irene in Greece, was daughter of 
the duke of Brunswick. Her father was a petty 
lord“ in the poor and savage regions of the 
north of Germany ; yet he derived some revenue 

Agnfs, or Irene, was the daughter of duke Henry the Won¬ 
derful, the clrief of the house of Brunswick, and'the fourth in de¬ 
scent from the famous Henry, the Lion, duke of Saxony and Ba¬ 
varia, and conqueror of the ScUvi on^the Haltic coast. Her 
brother Henry was sumaHied the Qreek,{nia his two journeys inio 
the East: but these journeys were subsequent to his sister’s mar¬ 
riage ; and I am ignorant haw Agrtes was discovered in the heart ol 
Germany, and recommended to the Byeantjne court fRinnus, 
Jlemoirs of the Houseof Brunswick, p. 126 —IS?-)- 

Henry the Wonderful -^as the founder of the branch ofGru- 
bcnhagen, extinct in the year ISgdiJRiriiius, p. 287.). He resided 
in the castle of Wolfenbuttel, and possessed no more than a sixth 
part of the allodial estates of Brunswick and Luneburgh, which 
the Guelph family had saved from the confiscation of their great 
fiefs. The frequent partitions among brothers had alnaost ruined 
the princely houses of Germany, till that just, but pernicious, law 
was slowly superseded by the right of primogeniture. The princi¬ 
pality of Grubenhagen, one of the last remains of the Hercynian 
forest, is a woody, mountainous, and barren tract (Busching’s Geo¬ 
graphy, vot. vi. p. 270—286. English translation). 

The royal author of the Memoirs of Brandenburgh will teach 
us, how justly, in a much later period, the north of Germany de- 
sen'cd the epithets of poor and barbarous (Easii surks Mccursjlkc.). 
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Wm his silvef mines''; and his family is ce¬ 
lebrated by the Greeks as the nioet ancient and 
noble of^he Teutonic name®. After the death of 
this childish princess, Audronicus sought In mar¬ 
riage Jane, the sister of the count of Savoy''’, and 
his suit was preferred to that of the Frencli king 
The count respected in his sister the superior ma¬ 
jesty of a Roman empress; her retinue was coni- 
posed of knights and ladies; she was regenerated 
and crowned in St. Sophia, under the more ortho¬ 
dox appellatioai of Anne; and, at the nuptial feast, 


Jn the year 1306, in tlie woods of Lunehurgh, some wild peopla 
of the Vened race were allowed to bury alive tlieir infirm and uie- 
lc8s parents (Rijnius, p. 136 .). 

The assertion of Tacitus, that Germany was destitute of the 
precious metals, must be taken, even in his own time, with some 
limitation (Germania, c. B. Annal. ici. 20 .). According to Spener 
(Hist. Gefmanjae Pragmatica, tom. i. p. 351.), Ar^entifodina in 
Hercyniib monlibus.imperante Othone magno (A.D. 968 .) pnmum 
apertae, largara etiam opes augendl dederunt copiam ; but Rimiui 
tp. 2SB,«6C>,) defers Jill the year 1016 the discovery of. the silver 
imnes of Grubenhagen, or the Upper Hartz, which were produc¬ 
tive in the beginning of the xivth century, and which still yield a 
consideiaWe revenue to the house of Brunswick. 

CanUcutene has given a most honourable ttslinrony, ']• 5' ** 
tnJn) Sawcos rri axpavfouur (the modern Greeks em¬ 

ploy the for the I, hnd the a’’’ for the 0, and the whole will read 
in the Italian iihom di Brunzuic), rov voji’ aurcut frupeytTarov, «or 

wnylst Taut ilrspfeAAaVTSf Tov yryovt. 7 lie 

praise "is just in itself, and pleasing to an Englisli ear. 

'9 Anne, or Jane, was one of the daughters of Amcdtk; the Great, 

b) a second ntarriage, and half-sister of his successorEdward count 

of Savoy (Anderson’s Tables, p.650.) See Cantacuzene (I. i. c. 40 
—tS.). 

^That king, if the fact be true, must have been Charles the 
Fair, who in fivt years (1321—1326) was married to three vvivt* 
(Anderson, P- of ^''O)' arrived at Constantinople in 

Fcbruaiy J3^. 
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CHAP, the Greeks Italians vied with each other *iii j 
the martial exercises of tilts and tournaments. / 
lieign of The empress Anne of Sjwroy survived her hus- 
).X'ologU 3 , band; their son, John Palsedogtis, was left an 
ji'me'-f—’ emperor, in the ninth year of his 

A.D.isyi, age; and his weakness was protected by the first 
Joiui Can- and most deserving of the Greeks. The long and 
lacuicnus. cordial friendship of his father for John Cantacu- 
zene is alike honourable to the prince and the 
subject. It had been formed amidst the pleasures 
of their youth : their families were almost equally 
noble.“‘; and the recent lustre of the purple was 
amply compensated by the energy of a private 
education. We have seen that the young emperor 
was saved by Gantacuzene from the power of his 
grandfather; and, after %ix years of civil war, 
the same favourite brought him back in triumph 
to the palace of Constantinople. Under the reign 
of Audronicus the younger, the great domestic 
ruled the empa'or and the empire; ■ and it was by 
his valour and conduct that the isle of Lesbos and 
the principality of ®tolia were restored to their 
ancient allegiance. His enemies confess, that, 
among the public robbers, Cmitacuzene alone 
was moderate and abstemious ;?’and the free and 
voluntary account which he produces of his own 
wealth ■■ may sustain the presumption that it' was 
devolved by inheritance, aud not accumulated by 

The nobte race of the Caiitacuaeni (illtwUious from the xitli 
centurj- in the Byzantine annals) was drawn from the Paladins ol 
France, the heroes of those romances which, in the-xiiith century, 
were translated and read by the Greeks (Duoat»ge, Fam. Byzant. p. 
258 ). • ■ 

^ See Cantacuzenc (1. iii. c. 24.30.36.) 
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i, rapine. He does not indeed specify the value of chai’. 

’his money, plate, and jewels; yet, after a vo- 
luntary gift of two hundred vasfes of sih er, after 
much had been secreted by his friends and plun¬ 
dered by his foes, his forfeit treasures were suf¬ 
ficient for the equipment of a fleet of seventy gal- 
lies. He does not measure the size and num¬ 
ber of his estates; but his granaries were heaped 
with an incredible store of wheat and barley ; 
and the labour of a thousand yoke of oxen might 
cultivate, according to the practice of antiquity, 
about sixty-two thousand five hundred acres of 
arable land“’. His pastures were stocked with 
two thousand fiv^e hundred brood mares, two 
hundred camels, three hundred mules, five hun¬ 
dred asses, five thousand horned cattle, fifty tliou- 
saad liogs, .and seventy thousand sheep : a pre¬ 
cious record of rural opulence, in the last period 
of the empire, and in a land, most probably in 
Thrace, so repeatedly wasted by foreign and do¬ 
mestic hostility. The favour of Cantacuzene w^s 
above his fortune. In the moments of famili¬ 
arity. in the hour of sickness, the emperor was 


. =3 S«etm. -fe Gaul, or Columella, in Italy o. Span., al uw 

two yoke of oxen, two drivers, and six labourers, for two l.un.lred 
jugei C125 English acres) of arable land, and three .nore n,en nn.>i 
be^ if theS be much underwood (Columella de Re Rusue.,, 
l.iL C.13. p.44l. edit-Geaner) 

In this enumeration (1. in. c. 30.)» /..ceniiul 

the president Cousin is blotted with three palpable and^ c..em^^ 

errors. He.omUs the l^^yo^k^e of^- 

tZl' 3. He c^Xnds myriads with chtbads, 

.Kan Sftoo hoc*. Put not your trust m trans- 
tscuieite no more than sow nogs- j 

lations! 
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DlfcLINE ANfi'FALL 

desirous to lOyel/^e distance betw^n them, and 
presswl his friend to acce^ Ifeg diadern and purple.’ 
The virtue ofthe gre^ doides^c, which is attested 
by hisowu^^P^j'reiiisted the?dangerous proposal; 
but the 1 ^ feirtaTnent of Aadronicus the younger 
Darned him' the guarffrut of his son, and the re¬ 
gent of the empire. 

Had th# regent found a suitable return of 
obedience and gratitude, perhaps he would have 
acted with pure and aealous fidelity in the service 
of his pupil *•. A guard of five hundred soldiers 
watched over his person and the palace: the fu¬ 
neral of the late enlperor was decently performed; 
the ca^tal was silent and submissive; and fi^ e 
hundred letters, which Cantacuzene dispatched in 
the first frionth, mfoitned the provinces of their loss 
and thdr duty. The prospect of a tranquil mino¬ 
rity was blasted by the great dake or admiral 
Apocaucus; and to exaggerate his perfidy, the 
Imperial historian is pleased to niagnify his own 
imprudence, in'raising him to that oflSce against 
the advice of his more Sagacious sovereign. Bold 
and subtle, irapadotfii atjd profuse, the avarice and 
ambition of Apcteaucus were by turns subservient 
to each other; and his taleutB'wd^ applied to the 
ruin of his country'. ■ Ilig arrogance was heigh¬ 
tened by the command ^ ft forqe and ftn im¬ 
pregnable castle, and under the mask of oaths and 
flattery he secretly conspired againdt his benefac- 


** Sie the regency and reign of Jjohn CantaetjeelHM, iuwj Uw 
whole progress of the civil wat,'*rn hH 0- c- 

100. p. 34 S — 700.); and in that (hwi, e.l. 

—I. XV. c. 0. P. 353—402.). 
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tot. female court of the empress was hribed chav. 
and, directed; he encouraged Anne of Savoy to 
assert, by the law of nature, the tutelage of her byiiirt,,,. 
800; the love of power was disguised by the ^rs«"yT 
anxiety of maternal tenderness; and the founder pf 
the Palswdogi had instrueted his posterity to dread 
the example of a perfidious guardian. The pa¬ 
triarch John of Apri was a proud and feeble old ^ 
man, encompassed by a numerous aud hungry kin- inarch, 
dred. He produced an obsolete epbtle of An- 
dronicus, which bequeathed the prince and people 
to his pious care: the fate of his predecessor 
Arseaius prompted him to prevent, rather than 
punish, the crimes of an usurper ; and Apocaucus 
smiled at the success of his own flattery, when ho 
beheld the Byzantine priest assuming the state and 
temporal claims of the Roman pontift Between 
three persons so different in their situation and 
character, a private league was concluded: a sha¬ 
dow of authority was restored to the senate; aud 
the people was tempted by the name of freedom. 

By this powerful confederacy, the great domestic 
ww assaulted at first with clandestine, at length 
wUh open, arras. Hb prerogatives were disputed ; 
hii opinions slighted: hb friends persecuted; and 
his, safety.was threatened both in the camp and 
city., In his absence on the pubHc service, he was 
acensed of treason; prosonbed as an enemy o t e 


*8 He th. myiditfi^Uege of red .ho*, orbu.kii.s plec«l 

iak, Oftd chlimed <br the ne>v, whatever Con- 
.Cme hwi given to the aneient, Rome (Cenwetuen. 1. lu-c. .lU. 
Nic. Gregoras, 1. xiv. c. 3.)- 
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. Exm‘ state;. and delivered, -with ^ll.Bis ad-» 

hercnts, to tlie sword of, justice,.,.tiie vengeance of 
the people, and th^ power .of the devil; his for¬ 
tunes were ,^nfiscated; his aged mother was cast 
into prison, ijjrfl: his past services were buried in 
oblivion; he was driven by injustice to per¬ 
petrate the <^me of which he was accused ^ 
From the r#riew of his preceding conduct, Can- 
tacuzene appears to have, been guiltless of any 
treasonable, designs i and the only suspicion of 
his innocent must arise from the vehemence of 
his protestations, and the sublime purity which 
he ascribes to bis own virtue. While the em¬ 
press and the patriarch still affected the appear¬ 
ances of harmony, he repeatedly solicited the 
pemji^ion of retiring to a private, and even a 
monastic, life. After he had been declared a 
public enemy, it was his fervent wish to throw 
himsrif at the feet of the young emperor, and 
to revive without a murmur the stroke of the 
executioner ; it was-not without reluctance that 
he listened to the;,'^ieenf reasons which incul¬ 
cated the ^cred ..^ of ta^g, his family and 
friends, and prflv^'|bat he wuW’bnly save them 
by drawing the mi ,4he Imperial 

title, ' -- 

Cj.u.cn. In the strong hisJ^iar 

sumes the domain, the emper^'^j^^^y Cantacuzenus was 

purple. 

*7 l„u. «regonisti.xiL c,i,> coofS^ the inn<iceffl»«Bi^e» 
of Cantacuzenuf, the and »ice»bf 

does.he di.8*«able tite ihotivi'oJiW'^ortM enmity 

to the former j >w Si viatii-aTot TifiVtie 6\a>v 

ttoitv tiyoi ipS<H'iu, 
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invBstod witii £li0 pilrpl6 buslcms i liis nglit leg chap 
was clothed by his noble kinsmen, the left by the 
Latin chieft, on whom he conferred tlie order of a. i) 1341, 
knighthood. But even in this act of revolt, he 
was still studious of loyalty; and the titles of John 
Palaeologus and Anne of' Savoy were proclaimed 
before his own name and that of his wife Irene. 

Such vain ceremony is a thin disguise of rebel¬ 
lion, nor are there perhaps my personal wrongs 
that can authorize a subject to take arms against 
his sovereign: but the want of preparation and 
success may confirm the assurance of the u.surper, 
that this decisive step was the efiect of necessity 
rather than of choice. Constantinople adhered to 
the jtmng emperor: the king of Bulgaria was 
invited to the relief of Adrianople: the principal 
cities of Thrace and Macedonia, after some hesi¬ 
tation, renounced their obedience to the great 
domestic; and the leaders of the troops and the 
provinces tvere induced, by their private interest, 
to prefer the loose dominion of a woman and a 
priespt.. The army of Gantacuzene, in sixteen 
divifflo^-was stationed on the banks of the !Me- 
laar^to tmpt or intimidate the-capital: it was 
dispersed^by treachery or fear; and the officers, 
more espe^lly the mercenary Xatins, accepted 
the. embraced the service, of the By- 

zail^eiootitt. After thfe loss, the rebel emperor , 

(he fluctuated between the two characters) took 
the road^eff' ThtiSs^Onica witb a chosen remnant; 
but he in bis ehti^piise on that important 

place ; and, he was closely pursued by the great 
diike, his eriemy Apocaucus, at the head of a 
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CHAP, superior power by, sea lwi<i Driven from 
the coast, in his lAarch, ^ .rather flight, into 
the mountains of .^latvis, Cantacuzene assembled 
hifl troops' 'syru^ize those who were worthy 
and vrilling *to aoccftnpany his broken fortunes. 
A 'Isae majority bowed and retired ; and his 
truaty band was diminished to two thousand, 
and at last to -five hundred, volunteers. The 
crdl\ or despot of the Servians, received him 
with generws hospitality ; but the ally was in- 
sensibly degraded to a suppliant, an hostage, 
a captive ; ^and, hi this miserable dependence, 
he waited > at the door of the Barbarian, who 
could dispose of the life and liberty of a Ro¬ 
man emperor. The most tempting offers could 
not persuade the cral to violate his trust; but 
he "soon inclined to the stronger side; and his 
frieirfl was dismissed without injury to a uew 
vhoB^tede of hopes and perils. Near six years 
war. theijSame of discord burnt with various success 
—and niiSibated, rage: the cities were distracted 
by the fii^oh of the nobles and the jdebeians; 
the ..CaatKuzem and Paiiwlc^; and the Bul¬ 
garians, the Servians, and the Turks, were 
invoked on both^siies as the instruments of 
private amihtipn the conMnon rujn. The 

« T^'princea of Serbia 0uciu^ FanrOl.l)*®!^ S'®-'-.*’ 
3, 4. Q.) TTMC atyled DeafiM aad Crat » their nWe 

Mlioa (£)«c*n®e, G^os*,^^Siw^ TljUt fiti*. the equtrs- 

leat of kityif appw& to fronv-witpoce it h« 

been borroWed-'lfey tb* modehi Grt»k»," aad even 

by the Tuito PattketTnre. p. 4««.), whowerve ilie 

mine of. Pad^ah far To ohtaia jthe Utter instead 

of the former H th.e atnbitjon of the French at Ck)iU<*ntmopie 
(Avertisseraeiit k I’Histoire- de Timur Bec,_p. 39-) • 
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regent deplored the calamities, of which he was chap. 
the author and victim: and his own experience 
might dictate a just and lively remark on the 
different nature of foreign and civil war. “ Thg^ 

“ former,” said he, “ is the external warmth of 
“ summer, always tolerahle, and ofteu bcnefi- 
“ dal; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, 

“ which consumes without a remedy the vitals 
“ of the constitution 

The introduction of barbarians and savages Victory of 
into the contests of civilked nations, is a mea- 
sure pregnant with shame and mischief; which 
the interest of the moment may compel, but 
W'hich is reprobated by the best principles of 
humanity and reason. It is the practice of both 
sides to accuse their enemies of the guilt of 
the first alliances; and those who fail in their 
negociations are loudest in their censure of 
the example which they envy, and would gladly 
imitate. The Turks of Asia were less barba¬ 
rous perhaps than the shepherds of Bulgaria 
abd Servia; but their religion rendered thm 
the implacable foes of Rome and Christianity. 

To ac<iuire the friendship of their emirs, tlie 
two factions vied with each other in baseness 
and profusion; the dexterity of Cantacuzene 
obtmned the preference; but the succmir ana 
victory were dearly purchased by the marriage 
of his daughter with an infidel, the captivnty 
many thousand Chpstians, and tJie passa^ of 

*» Nie. GngOTU. 1. XU. c. 14.' tt'W MiTpTWOfl that Cantaeu^nc 
fas not insertAi £Kb jKil mi Wly imagt in hi« own Wntinga. 
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the Ottomans into^nrope, the last and ,fiatal 
stroke in the fall « th^ Roman empire.!/ The 
inclining scale was'decided in his favour by the 
death of Apocancns, the just, though singular, 
retribution of his crimes. A crowd of nobles or 
plebeians, wlfibm he feared or hated, had been 
seized by hk Ordera in the capital and the pro¬ 
vinces; and the old palace of Constantine was 
assigned for the place of their confinement. Some 
alterations in raising the walls, and narrowing 
the cells, had begn ingeniously contrived to pre¬ 
vent their escape, and a^ravate their misery; 
and the work was incessantly pressed by the daily 
\isits of the tyrant. His guards watched at the 
gate, and as he stood in the inner court to over¬ 
look the architects, without fear or suspicion, he 
was assaulted and laid breathless on. the ground, 
by two resolute prisoners of the Pal^ologian race’"', 
who were armed with sticks, and animated by 
des^ir. On the rumour of revenge ‘and liberty, 
the captive muftitude broke their fetters, fortified 
their, prison,, and exposed,’feom the bj^emeuts 
the head, presu;^^^ on the fevour of 

the, p^lfe'."^nd the \ of the empress. 

might r^i^ 1^:, the fall of an 
.itod ;?t|^p!0us l^histia*,' but while she 
bll to wet, the '^palace, more 
excited by the widow 
to a sedition, an assault, and 
(of whom the far 

who might resent, 

wUlj''fOTa!'inil(|^ion, of their chains. The tragedt 

of l^fcau9ti?,iwi,y„Js^e:a p^har refeft^uje to Cantacuzenc 

tl. iii, OS 8(5.) anS Sir. «jlgoras (l.' xiv. c. $.)'. 
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grater part were guiltless or inglorious of the chap. 
’deed) escaped to a neighbouring church, they 
were slaughtered at the foot of the altar; and in 
his death the mouster was not less bloody and 
venomous than in his life. Yet his talents alone 
upheld the cause of the young emperor; and his 
surviving associates, suspicious of eacli other, 
abandoned the conduct of the war, and rejected 
tlie fairest terms of accommodation. In the be¬ 
ginning of the dispute, the empress felt and com¬ 
plained, that she was deceived by the enemies of 
Cantacuzeue : the patriarch was employed to 
preach against the forgiveness of injuries; and 
her promise of immortal hatfed was sealed by an 
oath, under the penalty of cxcoinniuniciftion 
But Aune soon learned to hate without a teacher: 
she beheld the misfortunes of the empire wkli the 
indifference of a stranger: her jealousy was ex¬ 
asperated by the competition of a rival empress; 
and on the fii'st symptoms of a more yielding 
temper, she threatened the patriarch to conrenc 
a synod, and degrade him from his office. Iheii 
ittcapa^ty and discord would have afforded the 
most deasive advantage; but the civil war was 
protracted by the weakness of both parties ; and 
the moderation of Cantacuzeue has not escaped 
the reproitth of timidity and indolence. He suc¬ 
cessively recovered the provinces and cities; and 
the realm of his pupil was measured by the waUs 

31 Cantacuzene accuses the patiiarch, and spares ihe emp^ss, 
the mother of his .sovereign (1. iii- 33, 34.), against w 
ffregoras expresses a particular aaimpsity (1. xiv. 10, 11 • x' ■ 
is true, that they do hot speak exactly of thesame time. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL • 

of Constantinople; ‘i)ut the metiropolis afeiie . 
counterbalanced the rest of the empire ^ noi' 
could he attempt that important conquest till 
he had secured in his favour the public voice 
and a private correspondence. An Italian, of 
the name of Faociolati^*, had succeeded to the 
oflSce of great duke: the ships, the guards, and 
the golden gate, were subject to his command; 
but his humble ambition was bribed to become 
the instrument of treachery; and the revolution 
was accomplished without danger or bloodshed. 
Destitute of the powers of resistance, or the hope 
of relief, the inflexible Anne would have still 
defended the palace, and have smiled to behold 
the ca'pital in flames rather than in the possession 
of a rival. She yielded to the prayers of her 
friends and enemies; and the treaty was dictated 
by the conqueror, who p'ofessed a loyal and 
zealous attachment to the son of his benefactor. 
The marriage of his daughter with J^n Palaeo- 
logus was at lajgth consummated: the here¬ 
ditary right of the pupil was acknowledged ;, 
but the sole administration during ten years was 
vested in the guardian. Two^ emperors and 
three empres^s ware seated on the Byaantine 

throne; a general amnestj'quieted the ap- 

jBehensionijj^i^ confirmed the property, of the 
mb^ guilty sabje<sta- The .festival of the eoro-^ 
xuftion add celebrated with the ap- 

pe^smees rtf ^i^jord and magnificence, and 

W TIw triitot »ud aw retjsled bj Nic. Gregoras (!. xv. 

t. 8.): but the nai^ is HU^.tiwwoeUy supinv^ bj hi» grwt 
aocotuplicc (Caiuaettttft. 1. Ur. *. . 
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both were equally fallacious. Duting the late CHAR 
troubles, the treasures of the state, and even the 
furniture of the palace, had been alienated or 
embezzled: the royal banquet was served in pew¬ 
ter or earthen-ware ; and such was the proud po¬ 
verty of the times, that the absence of gold and 
jewels was supplied liy the paltry artifices of glass 
and gilt-leather 

I hasten to conclude the personal history of 
John Cantacuzene He triumphed and reiguetl; 
but his reign and triumph were clouded by the J-m s— 
discontent of his own and the adverse faction. 

His followers might style the general amnesty, 
an act of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion 
for his friends “: in his cause their estates had 
been forfeited or plundered; and as they wandered 
naked and hungry through the streets, they cursed 
the selfish generosity of a leader, who, on the 
throne of the empire, might xelinquisli without 
merit his private inheritance. The adherents of 
the empress blushed to hold their li\ cs and for¬ 
tunes by tho precarious favour of an usurper; 

Nic, Greg. 1. XV. 11. There were however ■ioinc true pcarh, 
but very thinly eprinkled. The rest of the stone? hud only 

mgo; re 

■’* From his return to Constantinople, Cunlacuzene continHCj 
his history and that of the empire, .one year beyond the abdication 
of hi! son Alatthew',^ A. D. 1357 (1- iv. c. 1—50. p. 705—Oil ). 
Nicephonia Gregoras ends with the synod of Constantinople, in 
the year 1351 (1. xxii. c. 3. p. 660. the rest, to the conclusion of the 
xxivth book, p. 717- is all controversy’); and his fourteen last books 
are still MSS. in the king of Fnincc’a library. 

55 The emperor (Cantacuaen. riv. c. 1.) represents liii own vir¬ 
tues, and Nic. Gregorms (l.icv. c. 11.) the complaint! of his friends, 
who suffered by it* effect*. I have knt them the wordj of our 
poor casaliers ifter the restoTftden. 
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CHAP, and the thiilt of reyenge’ was concealed fay a • 
tender coBcem for the euccession, and even the’ 
safety, of her son. They-were justly alarmed by 
a petition of the fronds , of Cantacuzene, tliat 
they might he released fe»m fheir oath of alle¬ 
giance to the Palffiologi; and entrusted with the 
defence of some, cautionary towns ; a measure 
supported with argument and eloquence; and 
which was rejected (says the Imperial historian) 

“ by tny sublime, and almost incredible, virtue. 
His repose was disturbed by the sound of plots 
and seditions; and he trembled, lest the lawful 
prince should fee ^len away by some foreign or 
domestic enemy, who would inscribe his name and 
liis^wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As the 
son of AndrOnkus advanced in the years of man¬ 
hood, he began to feel and to act for himself, 
and his rising ambition was rather' stimulated 
than checked by the imitation of his father’s 
vices. If we may trust his own professions, Can¬ 
tacuzene laboured with honest industry to correct 
these sordid and sensual appetites,, to faisc 
the mind of the, y«mg prince to a levd with his 
fortune. In thej^an expe^on, the two em.- 
perors shewed ^lemselvee in cordial harmony to 
the troops jrod-provinces; and the younger col¬ 
league was initiated by the elder in the mysteries 
of war and goverameaL After the conclusion of 
the peace, Pidseologus was left at Thessalonica, 
a royal residence, and a frontier station, to secure 
by his absence the p«i^ of.-Gonstantinople, and 
to withdraw 1ms youth fro^ the temptations of 
a luxurious capital. But distance weakened 
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. titfe oontral, asijd the s<m of Aadronicus ctap. 

«urre*a»d«i vf jfcb or coropa- 

iridwwbo taugfet him t)| hate his gaardian, to 
deplore hi* exile, and to viwfieate his rights. A 
private treaty -with the -oral ot despot of Servia, 
was soon folltw^ by an open revolt; and Canta- 
eaze»e,''on the throne of the. elder Andronicus; 
defended the cause of age and prerogative, which 
in hi* youth he had so vigorotidy attacked. At 
his request, the empress-mother undertook the 
voyage of Thessalonica, and the office of media¬ 
tion : she returned without' success; and unless 
Anne'of Savoy was instructed by ad^-ersity, we 
may doubt the sincerity, or at least the fervour, 
of her zeal. While the regent grasped tire sceptre 
with a firm and vigorous hand, she had been in¬ 
structed to dedare, that the ten years of his legal 
adminii^tion would soon elapse; and that after 
a full trial of the vanity of the world, the emperor 
Cantacuzene sighed for the. r^ose of a cloyster, 
and waa ambitious only an heavenly crown. 

Had these sentiments b^n genuine, his voluntary 
abdleatjah.'would fasvq-restored the peace of the 
empire, and' his consdence would have been re¬ 
lieved hy an act ofitfistice.. Paheologus alonfe was p^. 
responable for his fetere government; and what- 
ever m%ht fafe Ms yic^ iftey w^e surely less for- 
aiiiiWlfthan 'the, «*l^itie«; of a dyil war,, in 
which Ba^M«iaM %id infidels wm:© agam in- A.D.m , 
vited terasdst the ^ their mutual de^pw- 

tion. By the sBttsk of Turks, who now 
d deep and ev^fihistmp^sTOOt in Europe, Cautacm- 
zene ^evaSed in the l|drd contest in which he 
* VO£«^I. ‘ % 



bad bees 
froiji the 

ioeolen<»,1wjd a 

step wbii^ ftti|^ti«#^rifee'qi^ irrewmdlable: 
atkJ th^ as^ia^od^^bU sba ii^i^^j|ew, ■wbom he 
iby« 8 fed'mtbtke|ki^fe^^ 8 tii 3 ^l^ the »Heees<&en 
l^'^e ^ Can^oiienii^’ Bot' Constanti- 

w|8 s^ «t£a(di^ to the blood of her aacient 
tlds last ^jnry accelerated the re- 
sttttttron of lieir. A noble Genoese 

c^Kmaed tbe cattat of^“l*abeologu«, obtained a 
promise of bis sister, wd atchttr^ the reyoitttion 
with two' flies’and two thottsand five'btmdred 
irttKiliaries. Uikbjr'tlffi pretence of distress, they 
were admitted brto the lesser port \ a gate was 
opened, and the Latin Aout o^ “ Long hfe and 
riptory to the emperor, Jiohii Pakolt^hi-w was an- 
fiwei^ by a genend trea^ in^ bis fitvoai;,' A hu- 
mewns ahd %alij^^^t"adker^toifiest«idm-d 
of CwitiOuaeneE: but be asserts in his history (does 
he hope ^ b^f?} h«T^der '^scic^ 
i^ected die a»asia 3 »ek^r.«c«Up|^; 
obedience to the *ts^ *f„ Jhfigwfr afid''|habflOphy^ 
he descended fiwto ‘i^ 

with pkasto^ 

So atwa Ja^^he eeaaed pd»ae^' b^,jg«eeeaBor 

thai beisf^^s ;tbe 

rtWIa, ^Ih o(w&«k^ te 

bj tbe W*» aAaaniit. hyt-i»ni«,n^ijjjr MiUt)M^;Vi)- 

Ia»i (I, iv. e. 4fl. ihi^ Script. Kw^.'Kctom. riv. p, 

Ducm (e: 10, n.V ■ ' Sl .,! 



387 


OF THEv^OMAN EMPlfiE. 

leiaaia^^ < 4 :^ life v&s' devoted.to,^piety aud chap 
kor^-; .ic^ls-pf CkwtsHJto and 

M<Rmt the J^oasaph'was.rospected as AWica- 
tl)e temp^ and spiritual, .&d»er of tiie emperor; 
and if he issued from hw retr*^ it was as the mi- ^'^",^’,155 
nister of peace, to subdue the obstinacy, and solicit January. ’ 
thfl^ pardon, of hi* rebelHou* son 
Yet in the cloyster, ,the mind of Cantacuzene Dispute 
wasatill exercised by theological ww., He sharp- i,°gUiT' 
ened a controversial pen against the Jews and 
Mahometans and in every state be defended Tiiaitor,. 
with equal zeal the divine light of Mount Thabor, 
a memorable question which consummates the 
religiq^s follies of the Gr^lts. The fakirs of 
Indi»,% and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were alike persuaded, that, in total abstraction of 
the feculties of the mind and body, the purer 
s^t may ascend to the enjoyment and vision of 
the Deity. . opinhm and practice of the mo- 
nastm^a,^, Mount Athoi" wifi, bo best rcpro- 

. W«h«.y«!sr 1375 , wm b^iurei with a Itltor 

(FtenryT Hi*t Eciles. toftii xit. p. t56.). His death 
ihe SOth of November 1411 
8«Vif he wort. the »ge of 
'jti«(li^i»jMaida he'B>a»t have lived ii(i 

seaii; iidtoce iSHofl^ltyl^hicfriti-BO ititntrloui a person 

BwDM 3 

■tUfy a [HU iTI)li ^ bia asitfifls r>i 

Ispahan,' *e Koran; but I ani^sund 

.‘*»Seo WBiit p. Wi ■ 

riSt-lcde*- P- S 2 *. 

- ‘ '' ■ im. ‘ 
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scntel in ,the w<ffds of aa ahhot, who ifeuri^ied 
in the dejwtlrc^ttu^^’li^ art alone- 

«in tbfteaphen " shut 
" th5F i coa ^; raise 

“ %''auiJd‘'^ M tr^sitory ; 

“ r^ne tiiy beaitS ^ arid' chin .<jn liy Tweast; 
“ :^y ,^es' -«^^ towards the 

r^ji of the nSvel; 
V^'^aeai^lh thfi’-pfi^ the seat of 

* tfieaoal^^^fefit, be and comfort- 

* fes; bdtr^if 3 ^ j>et^ife^ day and night, you 

“ will ifeel 4ti and no sooner has the 

“ soul diseov^red' ?thc j)lice of the hdfct, thwi it is 

* invtdved m a nfliystic and etherial ligli" 'This 

light, thfe ptoductioQ of a disteniwred fency, the 
creature of an etajrty stomach W^aQ ^pty Bran, 
wat ador^: by the ^lietists as the pure and per- 
fet essen<» of €iod him^; Md ^ the 

folly was confin^,1S6 Mo&t Athos, tie siaople so- 
HtattM were noi^olui^^ how th^ dilhi^' essence 
cotdd Be, a ^oferidf^uB^^ W 

oottid he pciGCiy^l^.^ ofi|^ 
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eppliy theology; who possessed languages 
of the Gree^ and, whose Temtjle 

genius could mainhayi .^i^^pppoaite creeds, ac. 
cording Jo the iuterest.,^;^ moment The in¬ 
discretion of an asce^ reveled to.^the curious 
travellm: the secrets of ipea^l pr^ypr; andBar- 
laam embraced the opportumty of ridiculing tlie 
Quietists, who placed the soul, in., the nai^l; of 
accusing the monks of Mount Athaa of heresy 
and blasphemy. His attack wmpefl^ the more 
learned to renounce or dissemble tHi? simple de¬ 
votion. of their brethren; ,ai^ Gregory Palamas 
introduced, a scholastic distinction between the 
esspn^ and operation of Gfod. His inaccessible 
es^ce dwells in' the midst of an uncreated and 
eternal light; and this beatihe vision of the saints 
had Imen mapifested to the disdples on Mount 
"^abor, in the trandSguration. of Christ. Yet 
riiis distmetioA coijld., not escape the reproach of 
polytheism; ifhe eternity cf,;thc light of Thabor 
was finely denied ;, „jind Barlaam still charged 
the Palates witii holding two eternal substauecs, 
a visil^ and jf^ lnvi^hle G<«t From the rage 
rf tim mo^si,^Qf Meijht Athos, who threatened 
his Ufe, theGalabriajh ret^^ to Constantinople, 
where HasuMJ^h and’^g^cious manners introduced 
lam to fSyour,’bf":the great domestic and the 
,^'^'^r6r} the city were involved 

in thia;thc^^|^',\4l»1^te^ whi^ flamed amidst 
^ the doctrine of Bariiam was 

i^ra^lby Bight and aposts^i the Pala- 
^tes ^^^mpfi^'; and, then" / adversary, the pa¬ 
triarch *Joim of Apth/^as deposed by the consent 
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inent af 
the 


THE DECLINE FALL 

(rfthe 'ta ^ cha*. 

raster of‘^pe^^*^^^©e|agiJ^ CJaSAacfejwne 
pressed ia ^ 

tlb uncreated 

li^t W^i^ixri; lo' matey in- 

sid^, tW* waf^^fatfy wotinded 


tea^‘?^^isntdi Many 


fp|i^^ pdi^ i^jfre becri blotted; 


___ _Bw," ■wife reftised to sub. 

scribe'de^sed of the 
hovK)un btmal -, bi^in ibe n^t age 

the. qaestion tvas forgot^; nor can 1 I^sm that 
the axe or forlSfeiiktir- 

of the Bsadawaite heresy^;' 

F<» thcfoimchisaai of tiiis (d^^r, I haye^ re* 
thtl^ feenoese whicK^shoot the tiirone 


Pera^or**^ of Cantaouti^/end 'Tbetdiyed ’the^d^ity oit^^ 
Galataj ■ Greelf empkc/* The'Gettbese/^ wHd^ nor ite 
—1347!^' recovery of CoaS^anteoi^de, rteite ^^ted'in 

‘subear'b tf. Fers'^^lGi^^ 4 ^t honor¬ 

able fief'&to the'bottel^;43f tbe'^iteperar.' '' ’T 5 by 


were indt^^ ia 
Btrates; fet' they^Blii^pfei to 
sals and tfee 

■'- .rt-^^Canttciiistae.tft’ufci:39^^^ 

^ i>» ■_! - 4 __ it _ 


t'TO.LxT. ' 3 ^ 

uii^ xiKth Mibeimrth^HM^'kl^ 


^.Cffghrge^fA^'-lbe 
C<i^% IJ- 

C 4 «(|e (Goec.-ji» 8 U, Si®, Laiia. tS^iT.'p.KJp— 


«Q(ftibji5itwW>iUi 

brary, hitii' fijca'inS doam^^ 

;'»^jPa^'jia^.l^'yl f^oftAf i 

tSsTC^', rf dlBM ytSidi.iwiihe^ 
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ifnsthe Latin jurisprudence; and 
tbeir.rfK>^?<»> or chie^ befee he entered on his 
fitted €»pwor with loyal acdama* 
lions ajjd vows of fidelity^ .Genoa sealed a firm 
alliance with the Greeks t aj^, in case of a de¬ 
fensive war, a Hipply of fifty ^pty gaUic^ and a 
succour of fifty gallics completely , armed and 
manned, was promised by the republic to the em¬ 
pire. In the revival of a naval ferce, it was the 
aim of iVIichael Palaologus to deliver, himself from 
a foreign aid; and his vigorous gov^jpuient con¬ 
tained the Genoese of Galata within those limits 
whi<^ insolence of wealth and freedom pro¬ 
voked them to exceed. A sailor threatened that 


they should. soon be masters of Constantinople, 
and slew, the Greek who resented this national 
affront; and an armed vessel, after refusing to 
salute the palace, was guilty of some acts of 
piracy in the ^ Black Se^ Their eountrymen 
threat^ed totwjpport their cause; but the long 
apd opwi village of Gaiata was instantly sur- 
ronnded by the ImpcJwldroops; till, .in the mo¬ 
ment otthe % Rostrate Genoese implored 

the clemency ^^thw^^ycre^b. The defenceless 
|[ituat^to whieh ,8ecpr®^ their obedience, exposed 
^^i^’^wttack.rdi'their Venetian rivals, who, 

presumed 
the throne. On the ap- 
tile Genoese.' vdth them 
^ lictired into the dty; their 

were reduced t® ashesy and 
ptfi^ who had viewed ^0 destraclion 
pf ii^^Wha^ expressed h^ tesefatment, by 
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lic^pe 


fi^sfertimej 
wbo' 

, . _ - V^l;' 

of Jhtr^jS^g^^-..th^^ji^^s <2* % 8ea; 

t^e wmprt. .The 
be^ circum- 
S<a^ fbr^be growing colony; 
ii'«oIn^ ^s^ition of landed 
]piQj>erty< 5 |^j(lij^ covered 

tkfliir^ili^^jj^jd: caitles, wliit^, they joined 
and protect 'in?w % l-The-ifavi- 

gl^oo aa4:.^^e"J*f the patrimony 

of Jbe.iSiaedt oojperor®, who c^jattaaBded tho har- 
rpj|,iB»j|ya^ the; gates, *$ it.we ^3 of .tj|at inland 
t-Ia .4jf Pai®cdQguSj their 

prer« 5 ativei wa|, ‘^ by the ault^ of 

JJgypt, eolka^ and obtda^. the jliberty of 
sanp^ ,s^p of slaves 

ii(,„5pirc^^- ‘ ,i|j0^^, ; - a:; liberty 

pr^^gnwlt ^ ca^; 

cj^jSm sto4Jffcci;|^^ f^^dahle Maiofl- 

luJaM ;5^Iraia -^'Ojidony of :B^^' the. Genoes^ 



j. ix.'i6. 2 


■ -'**;»*• ftf^ilWt (I tU. c. 3,4;-fi-0 
un^witmAaoS itopfcae thecffistu^e^ thitM^u ijm3^ _ 
(if £^t, idtnuiir 
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enga^ witk^r superior advantage in the lucra- char 
'tive tni^ of the Black Sea; and their industry 
guppliea the Greeks ■■wdth fish and com; ’ two 
a»ticle».of foud almost equally important to a su- 
perstitioTW. j^ple. The spontaneous bounty of 
nature appears' to have bestowed the harvests of 
the Ukraine, the produce of a mde and savage 
husbandry; and the endless exportation of salt- 
fish and caviar is annually renewed by the enor¬ 
mous sturgeons that are caught at the mouth of the 
lion or Tanais, in their last station of the lidl 
mud and shallow water of the Maeotis The 
waters of the Oxus, the Caspian, the Volga, and 
the Don, opened a rare and laborious passage for 
the'^ms and'spices of India; and, after three 
mohthff'march, the caravans of Carizme met the 
Italian vessels in the harbours of Crimsea ■*’. These 
various branches of trade were monopolised by 
the diligence and power of the Genoese. Their 
rivals of Venice and Pisa were forcibly expelled ; 
tire' natives 'were awed by the castles and cities, 
which arose oti the foundations of their humble 
fitctories; and their principal establishment of 

WOsch |^=<he’fapit^I Crnifea(I)c Guignes, Hist, dw Hun*, toni. 

, jii. p, 

^'Vcgni^* en J^rse, tom. i. p. 48.) was assured at 
these fislia^wcre sometimes twenty-four or twenty-six feci 
;hed er^ "or nitw lwn()red pounds, and yielded three or 
of cavijff. 'nie corn of rb« Bojplorua had supplied 
tfe m the time dfeeraoafhencs. 

Ri*) des Huns, tom, iii. p, 34^, 344. Viaggi di 
40O. But this land or water carriage could 
OQ^ when Tm&rj svas united under a wiae and 

puwerfu! ntonaroh. 
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CHAP. Cn^ ^ ^ beaatsged •witJiout llie I'artar 

W Gre^ -were" 
^ ' (Rested ^ 

&o)kiai£^ G4nstl|l|^||^^,jg^^ to thear 
ia*^re^: ■. v*? ^ customs, 

tdil, tke Bo^horus; 
wh^vtb«^;ikmcd- feom these objects a 
re^«o,^-|;w9fip^^ thwsand pieces of gold, 
^|dME(bllflt' of th^ woe reluctantly al- 
the aaperor^, Tte colony of Pera 
^^daliU aeted^ .ia peace and wstr, an indepen- 
8<atOi and^vas it will Istppen ia distant 
iiittlejacaitii - the Genoese podesta too often forgot 
lAat ^lK was dw servaat #hi8 ow® masters. . 
TheiTF^ ■'■,;?'^^ asurpfttioiU! were e^Utaged by .,the 
the- elder Andtopicus, sa^ -by the 
Canj^ ci:^l wars<that afflicted Ms age ^jkd theminority 
^ giaadson. The talents of Cantaciw^c 
were ein|»%ed to,the ruin, rather than the resto- 
ratioo, , id‘. the einpre;;/<and s^of , Ms, d^mMlBc 
rifitmry, was conde^nn^ bo,,iaa 
itialt the or ^bopld 

reign ia Gcostantuaople ,, J!he-«|ifarhafit6 3PW 
were offended by Ms reft^ <6^|WMie ^i^tifuws 
lp jd s> tome th^ 

proposed to ck)v« with al^ in 

the abseoee pf the ' 

Dcffootka hy s^ness, M 

enwe trade atd t^Mlei Of the SU^ ^Iwtdmiei^^'tbe 
]pre»ent cuipSflfCifife, where, Jp ijil 

empkiyed in-the com »nd fish trade (Vojj^'eji p- 

’ ®S«eNic. Gregnra*, L»rii. e. r. 
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tlebiltty oia f«nale reign. A Byeantine vessel, chap. 
which l*wi preSHiafted to ^ ot the njoath of the 
lufffeoiiT, was saiife by thojse^ etrangcrs; 

tite fishetmeh Instead of Aoing 

for^^in^fea, tife 4§habe^ demalKhd satlsfactiou; 
require^ in ih haughty that the Greeks 

should -MBotMrtc the exercise of havigation; and 
cnoountered with iegelar a*l3a^^ thh i»t salfies of 
the popular indiguatiofl'; They instantly oeeupiod 
the debateable land ?■ and byi&O labour of a whole 
people, of* er&fii' and of bvwy i^» the Wall 
u’as ra&ed, atfd the ditch ws* 4UiA, witli incre¬ 
dible^ At the same time, they attacked 

and buriit tWo ^^ntkie gallies ; while the-threc 
Otherst' the i^jdnder of the Iraperiid nary, es¬ 
caped''from' their hands: the habitations without 
the gates,' or along the shore, were pillaged and 
destroyed; and the care of the regent, of the em- 
preSS Irene, - Was confined to the preservatiOT of 
the city^^ 'The' Petum of Cantacuzene dispelled 
the pttT^ ooiSsteriiatiwi;' the emperor inclined 
to pe^eefalcoiAiSiSls; "^b^it he yielded to the obsti¬ 
nacy of his enmnies, who rejected ali reaaoaablc 
ternls^^ and to' thV aidodr of his su^ects, who 
lht^tdf^/ ia;*4he'4tyle of Scripture, to Isreak 
4^' in pott^^ vessel. Yet they 

Idi^tiedtJy the taxes, that be rraposfed for 
t^.'^^orritruction of ships, and the eipenas of 
add Jm the jtwo nmlons were masters, 
tho'fand,' the other of thdT-^a* Con- 
etaiftthi^e !iu^;Pera weane pressed by the evil^ of 
a mutual' 6ie|ic. The merchants of the colony, 

■who had believed that a few days would temditate 



35i5> . 

CHAR 



Oeeiriie- 

fleer, 

Aid. 1349 


THK DECIsIlilE. 
fi^bcotirs 'ton 


% the 



^|^r-^«ses ; the 

w^^aa^yed 


^ntious 


embraced vessel to 

remove tbe scieiie 

of '|a';^ .i^iig, ttoe'lBy^ fleet, 

^ smaller vei^elsy issued 


se?en,’ 



..., , ™ peasauts 

, their. , .com- 

^satM %y the iativife courage of jPsaibaxuins : 
was strong, the way^^^j^e rough,; j ^d 
the Greeks pe|^^ a, dist^t ;aad 
ifiOTve OTcmy, than t^y. lea^d hea^ong into 
tbe>3;ftpm a dowbtftt^ tb ap’^evrtabU peril. 
The troo^ that nuuxshel to tjiie attack of, the 
'lines of JPma were struck at the same moment 

\Vlwl ATlartlrt ' flTli^ '**Trt**k 


„ ,—«—. :^acl the CfeEo^e jwere asto- 

^laqsf ashflB^^ , p|,^eir double yic- 
tOi^.;,^^;Taptr tn yfe^^ . BFO^^ ^th 

ie,^^vs gal- 

4 j Me orngT' virtue of theJ/^pewr .was pa- 
t. ^ tb^ lmpe.'cff re'^amii''Sis .^le cmjso- 

A o£«khe 

-ldny» to m)iyis».tbe:lTtyiaI 

olgecb'i reproof 

liberally gifted the laul^. Which had been 
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previously resigned to the scemhig custody of his ( Hip 
'officers,' • LXiiV. 

But the emperor was soon solieited 'to violate 
tiie trdi'ty, and; to join- his arms with the Ve- 
netiauSi the perpetual enemies of Genoa and ^ cne- 
her colohies. ' 1f>l4ile he compared the reasons of 
peace and war,, his moderation was provoked by ‘35?. 
a wattton insult of the inhabitants qf Pera, who 
discharged'from their rampart a large stone that 
fell in the midst of Constantinople. On his just 
complaint, they coldly blamed the imprudence of 
their en^eer; but the next'day the insufi^'was 
repeated, and! they exulted in a second proof that 
the royal city was not beyond the reach of their 
artillery. CantMUzene instantly signed his treaty 
with the Venetians; but the weight of the Ho^ 
man expire was scarcely felt in the balance of 
these opulent add powerful T^blics’S From 
the streights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais, their fleets encountered each other with 
various success ; and a memorable battle was 
fought in the narrow sea, under the w'alls of Con¬ 
stantinople. It would not be an easy task to recon¬ 
cile the accounts of the Greeks, the Venetians, 
and tih# Gen'o^*:;, and while I depend on the 

ofthil warwereUtctl byCantacuEenc (1. iv. c. 11 ) 
and confusion, and by Nic. Gregoras (1. xvii c. 1—7 ) 
sad aamtire. TTie pHesI was less responsible 

t^^arjll^pTiace ior tHcddicat of the fleet. 

second yvarjs darkly told by Gantacuzeae (J. it. c. IH. p. 

24, wishes to disguise what he dares not deny, 

i Grs^ra*, which is still io MS. ai PiHs. 

^ Matatori (Aiwiifi d’lloba.*ii-p> tdi.) refertto tlic bmmi 
gneient Chronicles of Venice fCaresinus, the coaripuirtor of An- 





CiWP. bor. 

Mm A'<u».'.>il*^]v''liAtWui tllf> i^t^t£..lKA'il'. iWtffiintl 4-r 


wiw 

The Venf;^|ftg> 
the sdt^jBfcagi^ 
thc^|)0«E,^^ 
eiliottQted to se 


the to 

^ &es. 
j^yaUf^y^ Catahms,’ had 
^.j^asM^eir fleet, j^th 

f^-.-.wiS;;, ;^' jOetwesc.-'did 


;^efl .their 

■■ I i*fc 1 A:A«M 4 >-«« 




af,,|har ^ anAi^^r^^Etkj.^T^ narn^ .and fa- 
theic .Q|^. :^j8am and 

^ iih£i^|Hth^ iu tWr.iftiiksls!^;^. their 
.me]^ of %iner 
ah^^,(^*-his nral. 
% ike9£|iestu^iit^!;re^^ ;^^aid the 
ftpm ^e dawn 

tO: ^ txtitustionjpf Ug^tr, ^jo,;^ the 

appkud^’tbfeit the frfcnds of 

thi V«fieth«i8 are dwftttiiped. wi%, their behatwiir; 

aU parties agree in porting, the skUl aivdhffld- 
iiellB of: th^ Catalans, ^to,;., J 

aostamed ^ bn«it of tha actiftg^tiie sep^- 
tHXtt of the flcs^ the eTe 3 it;^ht; ^|^:dqnbt- 
fVili;'hvt th# thiteeii 

h^ 'Snaflc; or.’taJb^, a 

^(hthie li^ of tte all^> ..on^‘_^|||t^ >yeB^ 
ten Catel^, *«d;tleo'q:C5ti^i^ the 


^rew pawJ*^, fcnnU'.iifc p- Wl, 4S*.), aftA trtnoa (V*?*?® 
Stalk, Aonaki^ G6Bu*a»<k,'a»«ej*rti. rte«|fl 5 fd 09 a.>r>^:sj^^ 
I h»»e 4 i%an^ Mwroiki « PiilipetisJtftaf 

jkn« i>f Italy*•■‘-•<*fi ■ ' . ... ., 41 ;''A --' 4 ,:* 2 '' 

*» See tbatChatttki* of Marttiy ]P?lWti fi. c- J9i 

Oe. f. Wj f, ip3i sm Mfiaetafi** CoHociien, 

tom. ik; 
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grief of tlw ^quefora expressed tbe assurance 
‘and habit lof siore decisive victories. Pisani «m- 
fessed lids defeat, by retiring into a fortified har¬ 
bour, fiom siitMice, snder the pretext of the 
orders of the fttUpte, be steered mth a broken and 
flying aqttaditm for the Isle of €andia, and aban¬ 
doned td Mf rivda the sovereignty of the sea. In a 
pnbild epikle addrei^ to the doge and senate, 
Peftf*r^'' 'em|de^ ^-'i^citpienae to reoonoile the 
maritidMC powers, the twn Itimfaiaries of Italy. 
The orittof celebrates the v^our and victpi^’ of 
the G^ehowe, the first of nfen in the exercise of 
naval war: be drops a teir^ on the tnisfbrtuaes 
of their Venetian brethren; h\jC he exhwts ^em 
to pursue with'fire and sword the base and per¬ 
fidious Greeks; to'ptarge the raetrOpdis of the 
East fc^ihe heresy with, which it was infected. 
Deserted by their Mends, the Greeks were in¬ 
capable of resistance i'and three months after the 
battle, the emperor Cantacuzene solicited and 
subscribed a treaty, which fer ever banished the 
V^enetians and Catalans, and granted to the Ge¬ 
noese a monopoly bf trade, and almost a right of 
domirdon. The Roman empire (I smile in trans- 
cribihglthe nbmb) might soon have ironk into a 
province of Geboa, if the ambition of the repub- 
li'd hid not been checked by the ruin of her free- 


** The AbW de Sadc {Memoires sur la 'Vie de Prtrarque, tom. 
31. p. 857— 203.) trtinlates this leuer, which he h«d copied front 
a MS. in. the king of France’s library. Though a senant of the 
duke of Milan, Petrarch peon forth his astonishment and grief at 
the defeat and de-spair of ihc Genoese in the following year (p. 323 
—332.), 
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oj? Mila^ the spirit of 

eAiOmenje and f the 

tne^' £iri^, Jhe 

'^tn the iisjH 1^rritu4e|^"Cohl^t 


inOple 





OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


401 


CHAP. LXIV. 

Conquests of Zingis Khan and the JMoguls from 
China to Pulaml.—Escape of Constantinople 
and the Greeks. —- Origin of the Ottoman 
Turks in Bithynia. — Reigns and Victories 
of Othman, Or chan, Amurath the First, and 
Bajazet the First. — Foundation and Pro¬ 
gress of the I'urkish Monarchy in Asia and 
Ftu'ope. — Danger of Constantinople and the 
Greek FinpAre. 

From the petty quaiTels of a city and her cjtAl’ 
suburbs, from the cowardice and discord ot the 
falling Greeks, I shall now ascend to the \ ictorioiis 
Turks; whose domestic slavery was ennobled 
by martial discipline, religious enthusiasm, and the 
energy of the national character. Ihe rise and 
progress of the Ottomans, the present so\ereigns 
of Constantinople, are connected with the most 
important scenes of modem history ; but they are 
founded on a previous knowledge of the great 
eruption of the Moguls and Tartars; whose rapid 
conquests may be compared with the primiti'c 
convulsions of nature, which had agitated and al¬ 
tered the surface of the globe. I have long since 
asserted my claim to introduce the nations, the 
immediate or remote authors of the fall of the Ro- 
• VOL. XI. 2d 
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CHAP, man empire; nor can I refuse myself to those 
events, -which, from their uncommon magnitude, 
will interest a philosophic mind in the history of 
blood \ 

Zingis From the spacious highlands between China, 
rapr’oi^^of Siberia, and the Caspian Sea, the tide of emi- 
^*0- gration and war has repeatedly been poured. 
Tartars, These ancient seats of the Huns and Turks were 
occupied in the twelfth century^ by many pastoral 
tribes, of the same descent and similar manners, 
which were united and led to conqnest by the for¬ 
midable Zingis. In his ascent to greatness, that 
Barbarian (whose private appellation was Temii- 
gin) had trampled on the necks of his equals. His 
birth was noble: but it was in the pride of victory, 
that the prince or people deduced his seventh an¬ 
cestor from the immaculate conception of a virgin. 
His father had reigned over thirteen hordes, which 
composed about thirty or forty thousand families: 
above two-thirds refused to pay tithes or obedience 
to his infant son ; and at the age of thirteen, Te- 
mugin fought a battle against his rebellious sub¬ 
jects. The future conqueror of Asia was reduced 
to fly and to obey; but he rose superior to his for¬ 
tune, and in his fortieth year he had established 
his fame’and dominion over the circumjacent tribes. 
In a state of society, in which policy is rude and 
valour is universal, the ascendant of one . man 


‘ The re»der is invited to review the chapters of the fourth and 
sixth volumes; the manners of pastoral nations, the conquests of 
Attil* and the Huns, which were composed at a time when I en¬ 
tertained the wish, rather than the hope, of concluding ray history. 
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must be founded on his power and resolution to CH.vi’ 
■punish his enemies and recompense his friends. • 
His first military league was ratified by the simple 
rites of sacrificing an horse and tasting of a run¬ 
ning stream: Temugin pledged himself to divide 
with his followers the sweets and the bitters of 
life; and when he had shared among them liis 
horses and apparel, he was rich in their gratitude 
and his own hopes. After his first victory he 
placed seventy caldrons on the fire, and seventy of 
the most guilty rebels were cast headlong into the 
boiling water. The sphere of his attraction was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the submission of the prudent; and the boldest 
chieftains might tremble, when they beheld, 
enchased in silver, the skull of the khan of the 
Keraites"; who, under the name of Prester John, 
had corresponded with the Roman ]X)ntiff‘ and 
the princes of Eurojre. The ambition of Te¬ 
mugin condescended to employ the arts of supei- 
stition; and it was from a naked prophet, who 
could ascend to heaven on a white liorse, that he 
accepted the title of Zingis \ tlie most girid ; 

The khans of the Kerailes were Jiiost prubabiy ino.^iublc uT 
reading the pompoui epistles oomposed in tlnir name by the .N'es- 
torian missionaries,who endowed thetn witli the fabuinns wondi-n 
of an Indian kingdom. Perhaps these Tartars (the Prcdiyter or 
Priest John) had submitted to the rites of baptism and ordmatjon 
(Asseman. Bildiot.Oriaiil. tom. iii- P- ii. p- 4S7—50J.;. 

^ Since the history and tragedy of V oltaire, Gengn, at hia.st in 
French, jttenis to be the more fashionable spelling ; but .tlmlghan 
Khan mu«t have known the truetiamc of his ancestor. Hi»ctymii- 
logy appears just : Zin, in the Mogul tongue, signifies j tea/, and 
gH is the superlative termination (Hist, GenealogMjDC dts 1 artais. 
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LXlv' a siivme right to the conquest and dominion 
of the earth. In a general couroultai, .or diet."' 
he was seated on a felt, wliich was long afterwards 
revered as a relic, and solemnly proclaimed gieat 
khan, or emperor of the Moguls^ and Tartars 
Of these kindred, though rival, names, the former 
had given birth to the Imperial race; and the 
latter has been extended by accident or error over 
the spacious wilderness of the north. 

Hu laws. Qp Zingis dictated to 

his subjects, was adapted to the preservation of 
domestic peace, and tlie exercise of foreign hosti¬ 
lity. The punishment of death was inflicted on 
the crimes .of adultery, murder, perjury, and the 
capital thefts of am horffi or ox ; and the fiercest 
of men were mild and just in their intercourse 
with each other. The future election, of the 
great khan was vested in the princes of his family 
and the heads of the tribes; and the regulations 
of the chace were essential to the pleasures and 
plenty of a Tartar cafiip. The victorious nation 
was held sacred from aU servile labours, which 

part iii. p, 194,19.5.). From the same idw of magnitude, the ap¬ 
pellation of Ztngts is bestowed on the ocean". 

* The name of Moguls has prevailed among the Orientals, and 
Mill adheres to the titular sovereign, theGreat Mogul of,Hindostan. 

® The Tartars (more properly Tatars) were descended from Tatar 
Khan, the brotlier of Mogul Khan (see Abulghazi, part i. and ii.), 
and once formed a horde of70,006 families on the borders of Kitay 
(p. 103—112.). In the great invasion of Europe (A.D. 1*38), 
they seem to have led the vanguard; and the similitude of the name 
of Tartfei, recommended that of Twurs to the Latins (Matt. 
P»ri.s, p. 398, Sec.). 
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were abandoned to slaves and strangers; and chap, 
every labour was servile except the profession of 
arms. The service and discipline of the troops, 
who were armed with bows, scymetars, and iron 
maces, and divided by hundreds, thousands, and 
ten thousands, were the institutions of a veteran 
commander. Each officer and soldier was made 
responsible, undet pain of death, for the safety 
and honour of his companions ; and the spirit of 
conquest breathed in the law, that peace should 
never be granted unless to a vanquished and sup¬ 
pliant enemy. But it is the religion of Zingis 
that best deserves our wonder and applause. The 
Catholic inquisitors of Europe, who defended 
nonsense by cruelty, might hav'e been confounded 
by the example of a Barbarian, who anticipated 
the lessons of philosophy and established by his 
laws a .system of pure theism and perfect tolera¬ 
tion. His first and only article of faith was the 
existence of one God, the author of all good; 
who fills by bis presence the heavens and earth, 
which he has created by his power. The Tartars 
and Moguls were addicted to the idols of their pe¬ 
culiar tribes; and many of them bad been con¬ 
verted Tjy the foreign missionaries to the religions of 
Moses, of Mahomet, and of Christ. These various 
systems iu freedom and concord, were taught 
and practised within the precincts of the same 


® A Mngulaj conformity may be ioumi belwocii tbc rebgtous 
laws of Zingis Khan ami of Mr. I.ockc (Constilulioiis of Carciina, 
-in his works, sol.if. p ■liO' edition, 1777 A 
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camp; arid the Bonze, the Imam, the Rabbi, 
the Nestorian, and the Latin priest, enjoyed 
the same honourable exemptbn from service 
and tribute: in the mosch of Bochara, the in¬ 
solent victOT might trample the Koran under his 
horse’s feet» but the calm legislator respected the { 
prophets and pontiffs of the HKwt hostile sects. 
The reason of Zingis was not infrmmed by books; 
the khan could neither read nor write; and; 
except the tribe of the Igours, the greatest part 
of the Moguls and Tartars were as illiterate a« 
their sovereign. The memory of their exploits 
was preserved by tradition : sixty-eight years after 
the death of Zingis, these traditions were col¬ 
lected and transcribed ^; the brevity of their do¬ 
mestic annals may be supplied by the Chinese ^ 


7 In the year 1294, by the command of Cazan, khan of Persia, 
the fourth in descent from Zingis. From these traditions, hii 
vizir Fadlallah composed a Mogul history in the Persian language, 
wliich has been used by Petit de la Croix (Hist, de Genghizcan, 
p. 337— 339 .). The Hisfoire Genealogique des Tatars (h Leyde, 
1736, in l2mo. 2 tomes) was translated by the Swedish prisoners 
in Stberta from the Mogul MS. of Abulgasi Bahadur Khan, a 
descendant of Zingis, who reigned over the Usbecks of Charaism, 
or Carizme (A. D. l644— 1663 .). He is of most value and credit 
for the names, pedigrees, and manners of bik nation. Of his nine 
parts, the 1st descends from Adam to Mogul Khan} the iid, from 
Mogul to Zingis; the iiid, is the life of Zingis; the ivth, vth, vith, 
and viith, the general history of his four sons, and their posterity ; 
the viiith and ixth, tlie'particular history of the descendants of 
Sheihani Khan,who reigned in Maurenahar and Charasro. 

« Histoire de jGentehiscan, et de toute la Dinastie des Mongous 
ses suceesseun, Conquerani de la Chine; tirfe de I’Histoire de la 
Chine, par leR.P, Gaubil, de la Societf de Jesus, Missionaire i 
Pekin; k Paris, 1739, in 4to. This translation is stamped with 
the Chinese character of domestic accuracy and foreign ignorance. 
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Persians'', Armenians"’, Syrians”, Arabians”, j ” 
Greeks", Russians'*, Poles", Hungarians"', and 


0 See the Histoire du Grand Genghizcan, premier einpcrcur des 
Mogols et Tartares, par M. Pent de la Croix, k Pari6, 1710 , in 
12ino.: a work of ten years labour, chiefly drawn from the Persian 
writers, among whom Nisavi, the secreuty of sultan Gelalerldin, 
has the merit and prejudices of a contemporary. A slight air of 
romance is the fault of the originals, or the compiler. Sec like¬ 
wise the articles oiGcnghitcan, Mohammed, Oelaleddin, Ac. in the 
Biblioth^que Orientale of D’HerbcIot. 

10 Haithonus, or Aithonus, an Armenian prince, and afterwartls 
a monk of Premontr^,. (Fabric. Bibhot. Lat. medii Aivi, tom. i. p. 
34.) dictated in the French language, his book dt lai/am, his old 
fellow-soldiers. It was immediately translated into Ljtin, and is 
inserted in the Novus Orbis of Symon Giynius (Basil, 15S5, in 

folio). . 

11 Zingis Khan, and his first successors, occupy the conclusion 

of the ixth Dynasty of Abulpharagius (vers Pocock, Oxon. 1663, 
in 4to.); and his xth Dynasty is that of the Moguls of Persia. 
Asseinannus (Bibliot. Orient, tom. ii.) has extracted some facts 
from his Syriac writings, and the lives of the Jacobite maphnans, 


or primates of the East. ^ 

1^ Among the Arabians, in language and religion, wc may 
distinguish Abulfcda, sultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought m 
nerson. under the Mamaluke standard, against the Moguls. 

IS Nicephorus Gregoras (1. ii. c. 5, 6 ) has felt the necessity ot 
connecting the Scythian and Byzantine histones. He d^cnj'e* 
with truth and elegance the settlement and maimeTS pf the Moguls 
of Persia, but he ts ignorant of their origin, and corrupts the names 

“^^TL^esguJ^Histointde Russie, tom. ii.) has described the 
conquest Of Russia by the Tartars, from the patriarch Bicon, and 

the old chronicles. , . . 

» For Poland. I am content with the Sarmatia Asiatica ct Lii- 

ropea of Matthew k Mtchou. or dc Michov.^ a _ and hy- 
sicTn of Cracow (A. D. 1 ^ 06 ), inserted m ^ 

Grynarus. Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, mod.* ct infimx Auiis, torn. . 

should quote Thuroezius, the oldest geue»l historian (pars 

ii c 74 P 130), intlielstiolumeoftheScripmres RcrumHun- 

^ ^ Hid not the same volume contain the ongnal narrative 
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CHAP. Latins ; and each nation will deserve credit 
in the relation of their owTi disasters and de¬ 
feats 

Invasion The arms of Zingis and his lieutenants suc- 
A.D. 1310 cessiveiy reduced the hordes of the desert, w'ho 
—1314. pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
the Volga ; and the Mogul emperor beJ^e the 
monarch of the pastoral world, the lord of inany 
millions of shepherds and eoldiersV who felt their 
united strength, and were impatient to rush on 
the mild and wealthy climates of the south. His 
ancestors had been the tributaries of the Chinese 
emperors; and Temugin himself had been dis¬ 
graced by a title of honour and semtude. The 
court of Pekin was astonished by an embassy 
from its former vassal, who, in the tone of the 
king of nations, exacted the tribute and obe- 


Historia super Destruclione Pe.gni Hungari*, Teinporibus Belae 
JV. Regis per Tartaros facta, p. Sg2 — 321t) ; the best picture that 
1 have ever seen of all the circumstances of a Barbaric invasion. 

Matthew Paris has represented; from authentic documents, 
the danger and distress of Europe (consult the. word Tartan in hb 
copious Index). From motives of zeal and curiosity, the court of 
the great khan in the xiiith century was visited by two friars, John 
de Plano Carpini, and WiHiam Rubruquis, and by Mmco Polo, a 
Venetian gentleman. The Latin relation* of the two former are 
inserted in the 1st volume of Hackluyt; the Italian original or 
version of the third (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, medii .ffivi, tom. il. p. 
IQS. tom. V. p. 35.1 may be found in the second tome of Ramuiio. 

1® In his great Histoty of the Huns, M. de'Guignes has most 
amply treated of Zingis Khan and his successors. See tom. iii. 1. 
XV—XIX. and in the collateral articles of the Seljukians of Roum, 
tom. ii, 1. xi. the Carizmians, 1. xiv. and the Mamalukes, tom. iv. 
I. xxi.: consuh likewise tile lebles of the Ist volume. He is ever 
learned andaectirate; yet I am only indebted to him for a general 
view, and some passages of Abulfeda, which are still ifttnt in the; 
Arabic lext. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


'109 


dience which he had paid, and who alFcctecl to 
’treat the son of Iieavcn as the most contemptible LXlv, 
of mankind. An haughty answer disguised their 
secret apprehensions; aud their fears were soon 
justified by the march of innumerable squadrons, 
who' pierced on all sides the feeble rampart 
of the Ip-eat wall Ninety cities were stormc<l 
or starved, by the Moguls; ten only escaped; 
and ’Zingis, finm a knowledge of the filial piety 
of the Chinese, covered his vangiuard with their 


captive parents; an unworthy, and by degrees a 
fruitless, abuse of the virtue of his enemies. His 
invasion was supported by the revolt of an hun¬ 
dred thousand Khitans, who guardeel the frontier:^ 
yet he listened to a treaty; and a princess of 
China, three thousand horses, five hundred 
youths, and as many virgins, and a tribute of 
gold and silk, were the price of his retreat. Tn 
his second expedition, he compelled the Chinese 
emperor to retire beyond the yellow river to a 
more southern residence. The siege of I’ekin 
was long and laborious: the inhabitants were re¬ 
duced, by famine to decimate and devour their 
fellow-citizens; when their ammunition was 
spent, they discharged ingots of gold and silver 
from their engines ; but the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital; and the con¬ 
flagration of the palace burnt above thirty days. 


iS More properly Yen-king, an ancient e.ly, whose rums snll j- 
poar some farlonss to the south-east of the modent 7 ' 

^btrillbyCublaiKhan (Gaube). p. HO.) ^ ' 

king are v^ue titles, the courts of the north and o h ^t,n b 
identity and change of names perplex the most skilful reade 

of the Chinese geogtjph} (p. I??)' 
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of Qirifr. 
nie.Trans- 
oxiana,:, 
apd Persia, 
A.D. 1218 
—12S4. 


China was desolated by Tartar war and domestic 
faction; and the five northern provinces were 
added to the empire of Zingis. 

In the West, he touched the dominions of Mo¬ 
hammed sultan of Carizme, who reigned from 
the Persian gulph to the borders of India and 
Turkestan; and who, in the proud imitation of 
Alexander the Great, forgot the servitude and 
ingratitude of his fathers to the house of Seljuk. 
It was the wish of Zingis to establish a friendly 
and commercial intercourse with the most power- 
ftd of the Moslem princes; nor could he be tempt¬ 
ed by the secret solicitations of the caliph of Bag¬ 
dad, who sacrificed to his personal wrongs the 
safety of the church and state. A rash and in¬ 
human ^ed provoked and justified the Tartar 
arms in the invasion of the southern Asia. A 
caravan of three ambassadors and one hundred 
and fifty merchants, was arrested and murdered 
at Otrar, by the command of Mohammed; nor 
was it till after a demand and denial of justice, 
till he had prayed and fasted three nights on a 
mountain, that the Mi^ul emperor appealed to 
the judgment of God and his sword. Our Eu¬ 
ropean battles, says a philosqjhic writer®’, are 
petty skirmishes, if compared to the numbers that 
have fought and fallen in the fields of Asia.v 
Seven hundred thousand Moguls and Tartars are 
said to have marched under the standard of Zingis 
and his four sons. In the vast plains that extend 


4- • ■ 

“ M. de Voltaire; Esaai sur I’HUtoiie Generale, tom. iii. c. 60. 
p. 8, His account of Zingi* and the Moguls contains, as usual, 
much genend’sense and truth, with spme particular errors. 
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to the north of the Sihon of Jaxartes, they were chap. 
encountered by four hundred thousand soldiers of 
the sult«n ; and in the first battle, which was sus¬ 
pended by the night, one hundred and sixty thou¬ 
sand Cariiunians were slain. Mohammed was 
^ astonished by the multitude and valour of his 
enemies: he withdrew from the scene of danger, 
and distributed his troops in the frontier towns; 
trusting that the Barbarians, invincible in the 
field, would be repulsed by the length and diffi¬ 
culty of so many regular si^es. But the pru¬ 
dence of Zingis had formed a body of Chinese 
engineers, skilled in the mechanic arts; informed 
perhaps of the secret of gunpowder, and capable, 
under his discipline, of attacking a foreign coun¬ 
try with more vigour and success than they had 
defended their own. The Persian historians will 
relate the sieges and reduction of Otrar, Cogende, 
Bochara, Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, 
Nisabour, Balch, and Candahar; and the con¬ 
quest of the rich and populous countries of 
Transoxiana, Carfrme, and Cliorasan. 1 he de¬ 
structive hostilities of Attila and the Huns have 
long since been elucidated by the example of 
Zingis and the Moguls; and in this more proper 
place I shaU be content to observe, that, from 
the Caspian to the Indus, they ruined a tract of 
many hundred miles, which was adorned with 
the habitations and labours of mankind, and that 
five centuries have not been sufficient to repair the 
ravages of four years. The Mogul emperor en¬ 
couraged or indulged the fury of his troops; tlie 
hopi of future possession was lost in the ardour of 
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Lxfv' and the cause of the war 

exasperated their native fierceiresa by the pretence 
of justice and revenge. The downfal and death 
of the sultan •JKbhammed, who expired unpitied 
and alone, in a desert island of the Caspian Sea, 
is a poor .atonement for the calamitins o( which he 
was the author. Could tlie Cariemian empire have 
been saved by a single hero, it would have teen 
saved by his son Gelaleddin, whose' active valour 
repeatedly checked the Moguls in the career of 
victOTy. Retreating, as he fought, to the banks 
of the Indus, he was oppressed by their innumer¬ 
able, host, till, in the last moment of despair, 
Gelaleddin spurred his horse into the waves, 
swam one of the broadest and most rapid rivers of 
Asia, and extorted the admiration and applause 
of Zmgis himself. It was in this camp that the 
Mogul conqueror yielded with reluctauce to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, who 
sighed for the enjoyment of their native land. 
Incumbered with the spoils of Asia, he slowly 
measured back his footsteps, betrayed some pity 
for the misery of the vanquished, and declared 
his intention of rebuilding the cities which had 
been swept away by the temj)est of his arms. 
After he had repassed the Oxus and Jaxartes, be 
was joined by two generals, whom he had de¬ 
tached with thirty thousand horse, to subdue the 
western pro\dnces of Persia. They had trampled 
on the nations which opposed their passage, pene¬ 
trated through the gates of Dertent, traversed 
the Volga and the desert, aud accomplished the 
circuit of the Ca^ian Sea, by an expedition 
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which had never been attempted, and has never 
been repeated. The return of Zin{jis was sig- 
nalized by the overthrow of the rebellious or 
independent kingdoms of Tartary; and he died H i? cltMih, 
in the fulness of years and glory, with his last ^ 
breath exhorting and instructing his sons to at- 
chieve the conquest of the Chinese empire. 

The harani of Zingis was composed of five Cnnqtiost 
hundred wives and concubines; and of his nu- 
merous progeny, four sons, illustrious by their 
birth and merit, exercised under their father the /in^us 
principal offices of peace and w’ar. Toushi was 
his great huntsman, Zagatai"' his judge, Octai 
his minister, and Tuli his general; and their 
names and actions are often conspicuous in the 
history of his conquests. Firmly united for their 
owm apd the public interest, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
sceptres; and Octai, by general consent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor of the Mo¬ 
guls and Tartars. He was succeeded by his son 
Gayuk, after whose death the empire devohed 
to his cousins Mangou and Cublai, the sons of 
Tuli, and the grandsons of Zingis. In the sixt)- 
eight years of Iris four first successors, the I^Iogul 
subdued almost all Asia, and a large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myself to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 

21 Zagatai gave his name to his dominions of Maurenahar, oi 
Transoxiana; and the Moguls of Hindostau, who emigratsd from 
that country, are styled Zagatais by the Persian..^ This cerlam 
etjTOologT,-and the similar example of Ur.btk, Nogar. &e, may 
warn us not absolutely to reject the deritalion* of a national, from 
a personal, name. 
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GH 4 P. events, I shall present a general picture of tlie 
progress of their arms; In the JEast; II. In the 
South; m, the West; and lY. in the North. 

Before the iavasrtm of Zingis, China was 
empire of divided into two empires or dynasties of the North 
5^34. ^th“; and the difference of .origm and 

interest was smoothed by a general conformity 
of laws, language, and national manners. I’he 
Northern empire, which had been dismembered 
by Zingis, was finally subdued seven years after 
his death. After the loss of Pelin, the emperor 
had- fixed his residence at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained, 
accmding to the Chinese annals, fourteen hun¬ 
dred thousand families of inhabitants and fugi¬ 
tives. He escaped from thence with only seven 
horsemen, and made his last stand in a third 
capital, till at length the hopeless monarch, pro¬ 
testing his innocence and accusing his fortune, 
ascended a funeral pile,. and gave orders, that, 
as soon as he had stabbed hims^, the fire should 
be kindled by his attendants. The dynasty of 
the Song, the native and ancimt sovereigns of 
the whole empire, survived about forty-five years 
the fall of the Northern usurpers; and the perfect 
conquest was reserved for the arms of Cublai. 
During this interval, the Moguls were often 


** In Maroo Polo, and the Oriental geographers, the namea of 
Cathay and Mangi distinguish the northern and southern empires, 
tvhich, from A.D. 1S34 to 1279, were those of the great khan, and 
of the Chinese. The search of Cathay, after China hadhesn found, 
excited and tniiled our navigator* of the sixteenth century, in their 
attempts to discover the north-east passage. 
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diverted by foreign wars; and, if the Chinese sel- chap. 
dom dared to meet their victors in the field, their 
passive co’orage presented an endless succession of 
cities to storm and of millions to slaughter. In 
the attack and defence of places, the engines of 
antiquity and the Greek fire were alternately era- 
ployedt the use of gunpowder in cannon and 
bombs appears as a familiar practice; and the 
sieges were conducted by^the Mahometans and 
Frankf^ who had been liberally invited into the 
service of Cublai. After passing the great river, 
the troops and artillery were conveyed along a 
series of canals, till they invested the royal resi¬ 
dence of Hamcheu, or Quinsay, in the country 
of silk, the most delicious climate of China. The 
emperor, a defenceless youth, surrendered his 
person .and sceptre; and before he was sent in 
exile into Tartary, he struck nine times the ground 
with his forehead, to adore in prayer or thanks¬ 
giving the mercy of the great khan, k et the war oj- 
(it was now stiled a rebellion) was still maintained 
in the southern provinces from Hamcheu to Can- 


S3 I depend on the knowledge and fidelity of the Pere Gaubi . 
who translates the Chinesd te^t of the annals of the Moguls or 
Yuen (p. 71 . 93- 153.); but I am ignorant at what time t ie,e 
annal, were composed and published. The two uncles of Man o 
Polo, who serred as engineers at the siege of S.engiangfou (1. in • 
61 . in Bamusio. torn. ii. See Gaubil. p. 13,^. .57 ). «ust have el 
and related the effects of this destructive powder, and theit s.lenc . 
ts a weighty, and almost decUive. objection. I enterum a susp - 
cion, that the recent discovery was carried from Europe to n y 
the ^aravarrs of the xnh century, and felsely adopted 
tional diacovery before the arrival of the Portugese arad Je^u m 
the trvith. Yeithe Pere Gaub.l affirms, ffiatthc use of gunpowder 
has been known to the Chinese above l600 years. 
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fi . , 

the obstinate remaant ^ independence 
^-bpistiUty 'v^s frcuft-the land to the 

sca^fthe Song was sur- 
ronn^^ inid, oppy^ra n ?uperiOT amjament, 
thcii last cl^mpiG3i leapedinto thjpwith his 
infantempetpr in his arms. '.“.It wmpaie, gfori- 
ous,’^' he cried, “ to die a priihee, than' ;live a 
* slave.” An hundretl thoasaad Chinese ilKtated 
his’example; and the whole en^e from Tonkin 
to the great wall, submitted .to^i^Je doaimioh of 
Cublai, tiis bonndle^ ambitfj^’aspired to the 
conquest of Japan ; his fleet wis twice ship- 
wre^ed; and the lives (rf an hundred thousand 
Moguls and Chinese were sacyifieed in the fruit¬ 
less m^edition. But the circumjacent kingdoms, 
Coreja,^ Tonkin, Cochihchina, Pegu, Bengal, and 
Thibet, were redm^ in different^ degrees , of tri¬ 
bute and obedience by the effort ih: terror of his 
arms. He explored the Indian ocean with a fleet 
of a thousand ships : they sailed "'in ^ixty-eight 
days, most probably to the isle of Borneo, under 
the equinoctial line; and though they returned 
not without spoil or glory, . the emperor was dissa¬ 
tisfied that the savage king had escaped from their 
hands. 

II. The conquest of Hindostan by the Mogids 
was reserved in a later period far the house of 
Timonr; but that of Iran or Pertoa, was at- 
chieved by Holagou Kham-^e grandstm of Zin- 
gis, tbe brother and lieut^Bartt of the twj succes¬ 
sive ertlpmurs, Mwgoii and CubJai. I •shall not 
enumerate tlm crowd of sultans, emir^ and .ata- 
be^ whom he trompled into dust: but thi ex- 
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tir])atioii of or Isniaelians'^ of Persia, 

may be considered as a service to mankind. 
Among the lulls to the south ot the Caspian, 
these odious sectaries had reigned with impunity 
above an hundred and sixty years; and their 
prince, or Imam, established his lieutenant to 
lead and govern the colony of INlount Ihbanus, 
so famous and formidable in the histon' of the 
erusadcs'"’. With the fanaticism of the Koran 
the Ismaelians had blended the Indian trans¬ 
migration, and the visions of their own ])ru- 
phets; and it vras their first duty to devote their 
souls and bodies in blind obedience to the vicar 
of God. The daggers of his missionaries were 
felt both in the East and AVest: the Christians 
and the .Aloslems enumerate, and perhaps multi¬ 
ply, the illustrious victims that were sacrificed to 
the zeal, avarice, or resentment of the old viau (as 
he was corruptly styled) of the vionutahi. Ihit 
these daggers, his only ann.s, were l)roken by 
the sword of Holagou, and not a vestige iy left 
of the enemies of mankind, except the word 
assassin, which, in the most odious sense, has 
been adopted in the languages of Europe. Ihc 
extinction of the Abbassides cannot be imlifT rcut 
to the spectators of their greatness and declnie. 
Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the c;i- 


2* All‘that can be known of the w Per la and Sana, 

18 poured from the copiou.s, and eton prol'u-f, enidiiiui] oAf l al- 

conet, in two rnemoms read before theAeaiiuns ol Inscription-, 
(torn. x\ii. p. 127—170 ) 


25 Tile Ismaehaiis of Syrid. 40 .(J ()0 
foundcxl ten castles ui die liitK alKitc ] orLo^a 
J280, they 'VcJ'c evlir^aied by the Moinalukes 

VOL. XI. 2 E 
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CHAP. 

LXIV. 


liphs had recovered their lawful dominion of Bag¬ 
dad and the Arabian Irak; but the city was dis¬ 
tracted by theolo^(^ factions, and the com¬ 
mander of- the faithful was lost in a haram of 
seven hundred concubines. The invasion of the 
Moguls he encountered with feeble arms and 
haughty embassies. “ On the divine decree,” 
said the caliph Mostasera, “ is founded the throne 
“ of the sons of Abbas : and their foes shall 
“ surely be destroyed in this world and in the 
“ next. Who is this Holagou that dares to 
“ rise against them ? If he be desirous of peace, 
“ let him instantly depart from the sacred terri- 
“ tory; and perhaps he may obtain from our 
“ clemency the pardon of his fault.” This pre¬ 
sumption was cherished by a perfidious vizir, whc 
assured his master, that, even if the Barbarians 
had entered the city, the women and children 
from the terraces, would be sufficient to over 
whelm them with stones. But when Holagoi 
touched the phantom, it instantly vanished int 
smoke. After a siege of two months, Bagda 
was stormed and sacked by the Moguls; ana 
their savage commander pronounced the death of 
the caliph Mostasem, the last of the temporal 
successors of Mahomet; whose noble kinsmen, 
of the race of Abbas, had reigned in Asia above 
five hundred years. Whatever might be the de¬ 
signs of the conqueror, the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina"^ were protected by the Arabian de- 


^ As a proof of the ignorance of the Chinese in foreign transac- 
tiot», I must obsew, that some of their historians extend the con¬ 
quest of Zingis himself to Medina, the country of Mahomet (Gau- 
bil, p. • *■ 
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sert; but the Moguls spread beyond the Tigris crap. 
and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo and Damascus, 
and threatened to join the Franks in the deliver¬ 
ance of Jerusalem. Egypt was lost, had she been 
defended only by her feeble offspring; but the 
Mamalukes had breathed in their infancy the 
keenness of a Scythian air; equal in valour, su¬ 
perior in discipline, they met the Moguls in many 
a well-fought field; and dro^'C back the stream 
of hostility to the eastward of the Euphrates. 

But it overflowed with resistless violence the king¬ 
doms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which the'^or Anaio- 
former was possessed by the Christians, and the ^ ,040 
latter by the Turks. The sultans of Iconium op- 
posed some resistance to the Mogul arms, till 
Azzadin sought a refuge among the Greeks of 
Constantinople, and his feeble successors, the last 
of the Seljukian dynasty, were finally extirpated 


by the khans of Persia. 

III. No sooner had Octai subverted the north¬ 
ern empire of China, than he resolved to v isit with 
his arms the most remote countries of the West. 
Fifteen hundred thousand Moguls and Tartars 
were inscribed on the military roll; of these the 
great khan selected a third, which he cntrustc( 
to the command of his nephew Batou, tlu- .^on ol 
TuU; who reigned over his father’s conquests to 
the north of the Caspian Sea. After a festival of 
forty days, Batou set forwards on this great exi>e- 
dition; and such was the speed and ardour 0 
his innumerable squadrons, that in less t an 
years they had measured a line of ninety degrees 
of longitude, a fourth part of the circumference 


OfKipzdk, 
Ru "1,1,1’(I- 
1 -rul. I luJi- 
NT. 

A I) I - 5-^ 

— 
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CHAP, of the globe. The great rivers of Asia and Eu- 
rope, the Volga and Kama, the Don and Boryst- 
henes, the Vistula and Danube, they cither swain 
with their horses, or passed on tlie iee, or traversed 
in leathern boats, which followed the camp, and 
transported their waggons and artillery. By the 
first victories of Baton, the remains of national 
freedom were eradicated in the immense plains of 
Turkestan and Kipzac'^. In his rapid progress, 
he overran the kingdoms, as they are now styled, 
of Astracan and Cazan; and the troops which he 
detached towards Mount Caucasus, explored the 
most secret recesses of Georgia and Circassia. The 
civil discord of the great dukes, or princes, of 
Russia, betrayed their country to the Tartars. 
They spread from Livonia to the Black Sea, and 
both Moscow and Kiow, the modern and the an¬ 
cient capitals, were reduced to ashes ; a temporary 
ruin, less fatal than the deep, and perhaps indeli¬ 
ble, mark, which a servitude of two hundred years 
has imprinted on the character of the Russians. 
The Tartars ravaged with equal fury the countries 
which they hoped to possess, and those which they 
were hastening to leave. From the permanent 
conquest of Russia, they made a deadly, though 
transient, inroad into the heart of Poland, and as 
far as the borders of Germany. The cities of 
Lublin and Cracow were obliterated: they ap- 

^ 'fhe Dashh' Ivipzak, or ptiin of Kipzak, extends on either 
aideof the Volga, in a boundless space towards the Jaik and Borysl- 
henes, and is supposed to contain the primitive name and nation 
of the Cosacki. 
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proaclied the sltoi^s of t])e Ihiltie ; and in the chap. 
battle of Id'jjnitz, they defeated the duhes of Si- 
lesia. the I’olisli palatines, and the j^reat master of 
the Teutonic order, and filled nine sacks with the 
rijrlit-ears of the slain. From Jviiifiiitz. the e.\- 
treme point of their western march, tliey turned 
aside to the iuyasion of llungaiw; and tlie pre¬ 
sence or spirit of llatcu inspired tlie of five 
hundred thousand men: Favpathian hills could 
not he long' impervious to their divided columns; 
and their .approach had been fondly dishclicwal 
till it was irresistibly felt. The king, Jkla the 
fourth, assembled the milit.ary force ot his counts 
and bishops; hut he had alienated the n.atiou by 
adopting a vagrant horde of forty thousand fami¬ 
lies of Gomans, and these savage guests were pro¬ 
voked to revolt by the suspicion of treachery 
and the murder of their prince. The whole 
country north of the Danube was lost in a d.iy, 
and depopulated in a summer: and tlm luins of 
cities and churches were overspread with the 
bones of the natives, who expiated the sms of 
their Turkish .ancestors. An ecclesiastic, who 
fled from the sack of ANhiradin, describes the 
calamities which he had seen, or sulhred ; and 
the sanguinary rage of sieges and battles ns far 
less atrocious than the treatment of the fugntivcs, 
who had been allured from the woods under a pro¬ 
mise of peace and pardon, and who were cooHy 
slaughtered as soon as they had perfonued t le 
labours of the harvest and vintage. Jn he 
winter, the Tartars passed the Danube on the 
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CHAP. ic6, and advanced to Gran or Strigonium, a Ger- 
colony, and the metropolis of the kingdom. 
Thirty engines were planted against the walls; the 
ditches were filled with sacks of earth and dead 
bodies; and after a promiscuous massacre, three 
hundred noble matrons were slaindn the presence 
of the khan. Of aU the cities 'and fortresses of 
Hungary, three alone survived the Tartar invasion, 
and the unfortimate Bela hid his head among the 
islands of the Adriatic. / 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud of 
savage hostility: a Russian fugitive carried the 
alarm to Sweden: and the remote nations of the 
Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach 
of the Tartars®*, whom their fear and ignorance 
were inclined to separate from the human species. 
Since the invasion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been exjjosed to a 
similar calamity; and if the disciples of JMahomet 
.would have oppressed her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the shepherds of Scy¬ 
thia would extinguish her cities, her arts, and all 
the institutions of civil society. The Roman jjon- 
tifF attempted to appease and convert these in¬ 
vincible Pagans by a mission of Franciscan and 
Dominican friars; but he was astonished by the 
reply of the khan, that the sous of God and of 

W In the year 1238, the inhabitants of Qothia (Sweden) and 
Frise were prevented, by their fear of the Tartars, from sending, a» 
usual, their shtpe to the herring-fishery on the coast of England ; 
and as there was no exportation, forty or fifty of tliese fish were 
sold for a shilling (Matthew Paris, p. 396 .). It is whimsical 
enough, that the erdfers of a Mogul khan, who reigned on the 
borders of China, should hare lowered the price of herrings in the 
English market. 
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Zingis were invested with a divine power to sub ni ap 
due or extu^ate the nations; and that the pope 
would be involved in the universal destruction, ^ 
unless he visited in person, and as a suppliant, 
the royal horde. The emperor Frederic the se¬ 
cond embraced a more generous mode of defence ; 
and his letters to the kings of France and England, 
and the princes of Germany, represented the com¬ 
mon danger, and urged them to am their vas¬ 
sals in this just and rational crusade The Tar¬ 
tars themselves were awed by the fame and valour 
. of the Franks: the town of Newstadt in Austria 
was bravely defended against them by fifty knights 
and twenty cross-bows; and they raised the siege 
on the appearance of a Gemau amy. After 
wasting the adjacent kingdoms of Servia, Bosnia, 
and Bulgaria, Baton slowdy retreated from the Da¬ 
nube to the Volga to enjoy the rewards of \ictnrv 
in the city and palace of Serai, Avhich started at 
his command from the midst of tlic desert. 

IV. E veil the poor and frozen regions of the 
north attracted the arms of tlie IMoguls: Shei- &c. 
bani khan, the brotlicr of tlie great Baton, led 


^9 I shall fo|)y Ins ciuracten^tic m IldltiTinL' i piilu i ol'ilu’ dil 
fetent countricb of Europe.. Furcii^ ac fcrveii. .id .uino (tenu.iMi.i, 
strenu® militia: genitnx el alumna Fr.uict.i, bellicn^a i i judax 
Hispania, virtuosa viris e( riassc inuiiila fertilis Ant'lia, un 
petuosis bellatonbus referfa Alpmannia, na'ali. IXicia, jmln 
niita ItaHa, [ucts ignara Burguiidia, iiiqiiieU Ajjiilu, cuiii ma¬ 
ns Graci, Adnatici et Tyrrhcni inaulis pjraons cl mvirii-, ( rci,., 
Cypro, SiciliS, cum Oceano coiiicrmiiii' insuli'-, r1 rcgionibn , 
cruenta Hybernu, cum agdi W.dlia, palustns Sroiia, gl.icialis .Nm- 
wegia, suam eleclam militiam sub vfxillo Crucis df'linabum, 
(Matthew Paris, p. 498 ). 
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LxtV fifteen tliousand families into the wilds 

of Siberia ; and his descendants reigned at Tobol- 
skoy above three centuries, till the Russian con¬ 
quest. The spirit of enterprise which pursued the 
course of the Oby and Yenisei must have led to 
the discovery of the icy sea. After brushing away 
the moustrous fables, of men .with dogs fieads and 
cloven feet,>’e shall find, that, tifteeu years after 
the death of /Hingis, the Aloguls were informed 
of the name and manners of the Saraoyedes 
in the neighbourhood of the polar circle' who 
dwelt in subterraneous huts, and derived their 
furs and thc^ food from the sole ■ occupation of 
hunting™, '/ 

Tliesuc- Whde China, Syria, and Poland, were in- 
ZniKis, vatted at the same time by the Moguls and Tar- 
—1259*'^ tars, the authors of the mighty mischief were con¬ 
tent with the knowledge and declaration, that 
their word was the sword of death. lAke the 
first caliphs, the first successors of Zingis seldom 
appeared in person at the head of their victorious 
armies. On the banks of the Onon and Selinga, 
the loyal or ffokit’n horde exhibited the contrast 
of simplicity and greatness; of the roasted sheep 
and mare’s milk which composed their banquets ; 
and of a distribution in one day of five hundred 
''■^SRons of gold and silver. The ambassadors 
and princes of Europe and Asia were compelled 
to undertake this distant and laborious pilgrim- 


SeeCarpin’s relalimi in liacklnyt, vol. i. p.30. The pedigree 
of the khans td .Siberia is given liy Abulgkizi (part viii. p. 485— 
+ 95 .). Have the Russians (bund nn Tartar ChroniciM at fobolskoi * 
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!ige ; and the life and reign of the great dukes of CUAP. 
llussia, the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the 
sultans of Iconium, and the emirs of Pcvsiji, were 
decided by the frown or smile of the great khan. 

Tire sons and grandsons of Zingis had been ac¬ 
customed ,to tlic pastoral life *, but the village ot 
Caracoruin was gradually ennobled by their 
election and resiclenec. A change of manners is 
implied in tlie removal of Octai and Mangou 
from a tent to an house; and their example was 
imitated by the princes of their family and Ore 
great officers of the empire. Instead of the bound¬ 
less forest, the inclosure of a park atlbrded tlic 
more indolent pleasures of the eh ace; their new 
habitations were decorated with painting and 
sculpture; their superfluous treasures were cast 
in fountains, and basons, and statues ot in assy 
silver; and the artists of China and Paris vied 
with each other in the service of the great khan . 
Caracoruin contained two streets, the one ot Cln- 
nese mechanics, the other of JNIahomctan traders ; 
and the places of religious worship, one Nesto- 
rian church, two moschs, and tivclvc temples ot 
various idols, may represent in some degree the 
number and division of inhabitants. ^ et a I renc i 


..The MapofI)’A.,.,lIc, ...ul T. ( hnu-e l.nu-K.no 
ne, turn i. part .i. p 57-), .he l-.h... ' 

ca;aco.u.n, about .ix 

Peki.. The tli^talice between belin u. k> . i 

RutLL.bc.wee.tmoU a.,d.h, 0 L,,AA. ..„b..BelUi.a- 

La ate.at, 

..ec, supported Tt four ho... and ^ L ( hu... 

AbulpbariCpart...!,' 3*'^’n.ciion, .In , n 
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CHAP, imssionary declares, that the town of St. Denys, 
near Paris, was more considerable thaa the Tar¬ 
tar ca^tal; and that the whole palace of Man- 
gou was scarcely equd to a tenth part of that 
Benedictine abbey. The orai^uestg of Russia and 
Sj'ria.iijight amuse the vanity of the greft khans; 
but they were seated on the borders <if China; 
the acquisition of that empire was the nearest 
and most interesting object; and they might 
learn from their pastoral economy, that it is for 
the advantage of the shepherd to protect and pro- 
acio|)tthe pagate his flock. I have already, celebrated the 
China!” wi^om .and virtue of a Mandarin, who prevented 
the desolation of live populous and cultivated 
* provinces. In a spotless administration of thirty 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind 
continually laboured to mitigate, or suspend, the 
havoc of war; to save the monuments, and to 
rekindle the flame, of science; • to restrain the 
military commander by the restoration of civil 
magistrates; and to instil the love of peace, and 
justice into the minds of the Moguls. He strug¬ 
gled with the barbarism of the first conquerors; 
but his salutary lessons produced a rich harvest 
in the second generation. The northern, and by 
degrees the southern, empire, acquiesced in the 
government of Cublai, the lieutenant, and after¬ 
wards tha successor, of Mangou; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had hero educated in 
the manners of China. He restored the forms 
of her venerable constitution; and the victors 
submitted to the laws, the fashions, and even the 
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prejudices, of the vanquished people. This peace¬ 
ful triumph, vvhicli has been more than once 
repeated, may be ascribed, in a great mea.sure, to 
the numbers and servitude of the Chinese. The 
Mogul army was dissolved in a vast and popu¬ 
lous country; and their emperors adopted with 
pleasure a political system, which gives to the 
prince the solid substance of despotism, and leaves 
to the subject the empty names of philoso})hy, 
freedom, and filial obedience. Under the reign of 
Cublai, letters and commerce, peace and justice, 
were restored; the great canal, of five hundred 
miles, was opened from Nankin to the capital: lie 
fixed his residence at Pekin ; and displayed in his 
court the magnificence of the greatest monarch ot 
Asia. Yet this learned prince declined from the 
pure and simple religion of his great ancestor ; he 
sacrificed to the idol Fo; and his blind attach¬ 
ment to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of 
China jirovoked the censure of the disciples of 
Confucius. His successors polluted the palace 
with a crowd of eunuchs, physicians, and astro¬ 
logers, while thirteen millions of their subjects 
were consumed in the provinces by famine.^ One 
hundred and forty years after the death of Zingis, 
his degenerate race, the dynasty of the \ non, was 
expelled by a revolt of the native Chinese; and 


33 The attachment of the Uians. an.l the halrt-a nf the .n.tnHa- 
rins. to the bonzes and lamas (Duhalde, llM de U Chmc -on, , 
016 O 2 , 503-) seems to represent them xs > le pritsO o 
Kod. of the Indian Fo. nhnse tvorsltT prei ad^ .imonp^ the seto ■ 
HiBdctan, Siam. Thibet. China, and .lapan. Hm ,b. myncnoi. 
subjects still lost in a rlond, wlurh the rc scan ho ofnur 
society may gradually dispel. 


CHAP. 

LX1\’ 
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CHAP, the Mogul emperors Were lost in the oblivion of 
the desert. . Before this revolution, they liad for- 
Se‘Cg^ their supremacy over the dependent branches 

aTTe Kipzak and Russia, 

—1300. ^ thans of Zagatai, or Transoxiana, and the 
khans of Iran or Persia. By their distonce and 
power these royal lieutenants had sooitf been re¬ 
leased from the duties of obedience; and after the 
death of Cublai, they scorned to accept a sceptre 
or a title from his unworthy successois. Accord¬ 
ing to their respective situation tliey maintained 
the simplicity of their pastoral life, or as.sumed 
the luxury of the cities of Asia; but the princes 
and their hordes were alike dis] 3 osed for the recep¬ 
tion of a foreign worship. After some hesitation 
between the Gospel and the Koran, they conform¬ 
ed to the religion of Mahomet; and while they 
adopted for their brethren the Arabs and Persians, 
they renounced all intercourse with the ancient 
Moguls, the idolaters of China. 

Escape of In this shipwreck ot nations, some surprise mav 

Constanli- , j i i ^ 

nopie and cxcitcd by the escape of the Roman empire, 

empEe'"*' Mogul invasion, 

mT^'' dismembered by the Greeks and Latins. 

A D. icho potent than' Alexander, they were pres.sed, 

— 1304 . Macedonian, both in Europe and 

Asia, by the shepherds of Scythia; and had 
the Tartars undertaken the siege, Constantino¬ 
ple must have yielded to the fate of Pekin, 
Saniarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and 
voluntary retreat of Baton from the Danube 
was insulted by the vain triumph of the Franks 
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and Greeks and in a second expedition death c'Hai\ 
surprised liim in full march to attack the capital 
of tlie Cavsars. llis brother llorga carried tlic 
Tartar arms into Bulgaria and 'riirace ; but he 
was diverted from the Byzantine' war by a visit 
to Novogorod, in the fifty-seventh dcgTcc of lati¬ 
tude, where lie numbered the inhabitants and 
regulated the tributes of Russia. The jMogul 
khan formed an alliance with the Mamalukcs 
against his brethren of I’ersia: tliree hundred 
thousand horse penetrated through tlic gates of 
Derbend; and the Greeks might rejoice in tlie 
first example of domestic war. Aiter tlie reco¬ 
very of Constantinople, IMichael J’alaiologus, " 
at a distance from his court and army, w’as -sur¬ 
prised and surrounded, in a J hracian castle, by 
twenty thousand Tartars. But the object of their 
march was a private interest; they came to the 
deliverance of Azzadin, the Turki.sh sultan ; ami 
were content with his pi'rson and the treasiin’ ot 
the emperor. Their general iSoga, whose name 
is perpetuated in the hordes of .i\stracan, raised a 
formidable rclrellion against IMcngo Timour, the 
third of the khans of Kipzak; obtaincrl in mar¬ 
riage I^Iaria the natural daughter of I’abeologiis; 
and guarded the dominions of his friend and 
father. The subsequent inva.sions of a Scythian 


^4 Some repulse of ibe Motmls ,n Al-uth.-w I’aro, p 

545 54ti 5 mi-in prop.ipau- emi eolour ll.e reporl of the uumn „ncl 
victory of lUe of the Frm.t. on the -mne- of lUhe-nu. 

Abulpl.aragms(D>-nwt.p.T!0 ' tear., hcyoml the T >pns, 

might be easily decene, I "7 and the fd.e 

35 See Puchymer, 1. m- e. 25. and 1 iit. c - , 

,larm atNice, 1. id. c. 27 Nioephonis (-reports, ,v. c. 6. 
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ixM' of oute and fugitives: and 

wme thousands of Alahi atid Comans, who had 
been driven from rijefr native seats, were re¬ 
claimed frmn a vagrant life, and inlisted in the 
service of the empire. Such was the influence 
in Europe of the invasion of the Mo^s. The 
flwt tenor of their arms secured, rather than 
disturbed, the peace of the Roman Asia. The 
sultan of Iconium solicited a personal interview 
with John Vataces; and his artful policy en¬ 
couraged the Turks to defend their barrier against 
the common enemy That barrier indeed was 
soon overthrown; and the servitude and ruin of 
the Seljukians exposed the nakedness of the 
Greeks. The formidable Holagou threatened to 
march to Constantinople at the head of four hun¬ 
dred thousand men ; and the groundless panic of 
the citizens of Nice will present an image of the 
terror which he had inspired. The accident of a 
procession, and the sound of a dolefiil litany, 

“ From the fury of the Tartars, good Lord, deliver 
“ us,” had scattered the hasty report of an assault 
and massacre. In the blind credulity of fear, the 
streets of Nice were crowded with thousands of 
both sexes, who knew not from what or to whom 
they fled ; and some hours elapsed before the firm¬ 
ness of the mditary officers could relieve the city 
from this imaginary foe. But the ambition of Ho¬ 
lagou and his successors was fortunately diverted 
by the conquest of Bagdad, add a long vicissi- 

"fi G. Acropoliu, p, 36 , 37 . Nic. Greg. 1. ii. c. 6 . 1 . iy.c. 5.' 
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tude of Syrian wars: their hostility to the Mos- chap 
lems inclmed them to unite with the Greeks and 
Franks ; and their generosity or contempt had 
offered the kingdom of Anatolia as the reward of 
an Armenian vassal. The fragments of tlie Sel- 
jukian monarchy were disputed by the emits who 
had occuj^ed the cities or the mountains ; but they 
all confesfcd the supremacy of the khans of Persia; 
and he often interposed his authority, and some¬ 
times his arms, to check their depredations, and to 
preserve the peace and balance of his Turkish 
frontier. The death of Cazan one of the iv. imc o 
greatest and most accomplished princes of the 
house of Zingis, removed this salutary controul; 
and the decline of the Moguls gave a free scope to May 3^. 
the rise and progress of the Ottoman empihe 

After the retreat of Zingis, the sultan Gela- Oriain' i 
leddin of Canzme had returned from India to m.inv 
the possession and defence of his Persian king- 
doms. In the space of eleven years, tliat hero 
fought in person fourteen battles ; and such 


’7 Abulpharagius, who wrote in the year 1284, declares, that the 
Moguls since the fabulous defeat ofBatou, had not attacked either 
the Franks or Greeks; and of this he is a conipeteni wiincss 
Hayton, likewise, the Armcniac prince, eelehrates llu ir incndship 
for himself and his nation. 

M Pachymer gives a splendid character of Cazan Kliaii, the rival 
of Cyrus and Alexander (I. xii. c. 1.). In the conclusion of his 
history (I. xiii. c. 36.), he hopn much from ilie arrival of .30,000 
Tochars or Tartars, who were ordered by the successor of Cazan 
to restrain the Turks of Bithynia, A.D. 1308. 

The origin of the Ottoman dynasty is illusirated by the criti¬ 
cal learuixig of M. M. de Guignes (Hist dcs Huns, tom. iv. p. 3JU 
—337.) and D’Anville (Empire Turc, p. 14—22.), two inhabitanli 
of Paris, from whom the Orientals may learn the history and geo¬ 
graphy of their osvn country. 
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was his activity, that he led his cavalry in seven- 
teen dap from Teflis, to Kerman, a march of a 
thousand miles. he was oppressed by tlie 

jealousy of the Moslem princes, and the innumer¬ 
able armies of the Moguls: and after his last 
defeat, Gelaleddin perished ignobly in the moun¬ 
tains of Curdistan. His death dissolvcd|('a veteran 
and adventurous army, which included under the 
name of Carizmians or Corasmins many Turkman 
hordes, that had attached themselves to the sidtan’s 
fortune. The bolder and more powerful chiefs in¬ 
vaded Syria, and violated the holy sepulchre of 
Jerusalem : the more humble engaged in the ser¬ 
vice of Aladin, sultan of Iconium; and among 
these were the obscure fathers of the Ottoman 
line. They had formerly pitched near 

the southern banks of the Oxus, of 

Mahan and Nesa ; and it is somew^^^^M^ble', 
that the same spot should have prooM^p^ ^rst 
authorsoftheParthianand Turkish empifekfjAtthe 
head, or in the rear, of a Carizmian army, SoUiuab 
Shah was drowned in the passage of the Euphrates: 
his son Orthogrul became the soldier and subject 
of Aladin, and established at Surgut, on the 
banks of the Sangar, a camp of four hundred 
families or tents, whom he governed fifty-two 
years both in peace and war. He was the 
Reign of (j£ Thaman, or Athtnan, whose Turkish 

A.D. i'.'y9 name has been melted into the appellation of the 
caliph Othman; and if we describe that pastoral 
chief as a shepherd and a robber, we must sepa¬ 
rate from those characters all idea of ignominy 
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tious ^Iris Sptfsocc^ The Sel 

hV tftorei an^ the ^hstance 
afid detune of the ifSdgtil Tthtos soon .enfranciueed 
•hiin fnom^ the control pf a syperipr. He was 
situate On,the verge of the Greek empire; the 
Koran ©netified his g&id, or holy war, against the 
infidels ; and their pdBtical' errors unlocked, the 
passes of Mount Olympus, and invited him to 
descend into Ihe plains Pf Bithynia. Till the 
rei^ of Palaeok^us, th^ passes had been vigi¬ 
lantly guarded By the militia of the cooutry, who 
.. Were repaid by their own safety and an exemption 
from taxes. The "emperor ^IwKshed their privi¬ 
lege and assumed their.ofiSce; hut the tribute was 
rigorously collected, the'eiistody of die passes was 
neglected, and, the hardy mountaineers degene¬ 
rated into a trembling crowd of peasants without 
spirit or discipline. It was on the twenty-seventh 
of July, in the year twelve hundred and ninety- 
nine of the Christian sera, that Othinan first in¬ 
vaded the territory of Nicomedis“ ^ and the 
singular accuracy of llie date ^ems. to disdose 
some foresight of the rapid ai^destructive gro^h 
of the monster. 'T^e annafif of the twenty-seven 
y^rs df his woudd <^i 1 bit a repetition of 

the. saaSe^inrotf^ r here<frtary troops wore 

:*» Swp«5fayi^.t<*- **• P- 33, 3*. 36.aad con- 
of Viie 1. i- c.3--6.; Nicepborus 

vii.c. I. and 
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liw^ Slid <le- 
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! 'j^ilaeeg of ^ia infest 


itastc^'l^fe fo' 

fwpitifc. it' Othman ’was, op 

jpwsa^ by a^IjSn^tios, that, be received 

,(he Sie e^Q/|uest of Prusa,vWhich 

faad»b^a ti^sader^. by- ^niine or. treachery to 
^ I'he glory of 0th- 

nlau^ if .<|ad|ycjbubd^^ on that jk hie descendants; 
but Tu^s have trah^bed or composed a 
royal hi| last omiisels of justice and 

-" ^roiS^.the Prusa, vre may date the 

true bw bf the Otto^^ es^re. The lives and 
possessions of the Qr^t^anIs^jeots were redeemed 

" I am ignorant whethw tfe Turki .hkve any writers older ttian 
;;.ft{a^oinet II., nor oan I b^ond a meagre chronicle (Annalea 
Turcioi ad. A^l^nnl 45fiO)p. hy John Gaudier, and 

yuhljahe^^^ L<^[pio}iijito (ad calcem ]Uip»iq..Cha]cond. -p. 311— 
pandects, or coo^ientaneg,' . The bistory of 
A« GfOa^^pid D(b^{i^.D. i300-*j4s^5 ofthethiunan empire, 
was translated mtpi S^lj^ifih from the,JtfS. <jf jDemetrius 
Cantemir, prbce'of .Mt^|irdUt^E^‘17i^ i«f.folio). The au¬ 
thor is ^Jtty of straalpe Ifis^; but he was 

ooBversaat with d» langn^ flhe atuia^a, and ^ititotions of the 
Tu4*te,- '<?abtemwpartlyr(Iriv&'lham*tMiila!^^ Sybopsts of 
Sgadi Effiyidi to^ sultan 

Wu«taphg;’,and a' aah^le o^d')W«ori^^ 

iBwne oftSe-SaiBlAsn, (■'Gdweral 

Hktory of.hhe Tntks to tKV fir« 

of hbtotian^ uphappy only in' iSfet J 

'nnnM)» __ _-.* 4 ^ 5 " 


ravek 4oui>t wkccbcffc a ^aitia^ 'a^ 

(W.w^tml «ihirt«^.ihaDdtedMHlak»of ^ 
d*htr ipsjwct o^'amuse aa-.^ 
fl»e htrtojiin some tjactare 0, 




in 

i| 4 )d 

"'■-^-[iiiiii.r" 






.435 


AP. 

IV. 


V •'3^ ' . ^ tfUitjr tiioueand cwvvns qu i 

of gold^'^ ’fee citys!^r% labours ^if Oic^um, ^ 
asem^^j^tcsri^toetaacaptal; Prusa A^aS 

was Ofecoi/aM-^tb % tM8^, a col^e, and an 
bospital, of fo^id foun^^V the Seljvfldan coin 
■Wte changed fia- the h^ and impression of die 
new dynasty: and the most skilfiil ‘professors, of 
human ana divine knowledge, attracted the Per- 


simi and Arabian stadents from the ancient 
schools of Oriental learning. The office of viair 
was instituted for Aladin, the brother of Orchau ; 
and a different habit distinguished the citizens 
from the peasants, the . Moslems from the infidels. 
All the trOops of Othmah had consisted <ff loose 
squadrons of Turkman cavalry; who served with¬ 
out pay and fought without discipline: but a 
regular body of infantry was first established and 
trained; by the prudence of his son. A great 
number of volunteers was enrolled with a small 
stipend^ but with the permission of living at liomc, 
unless they wm«' summoned to the field: thdr 
rude manners, and seditious temper, disposed Or- 
chan to educate his young captives as liis soldiaa 
and thosemf the prophet; but tbe Turkish pea¬ 
sants were still allowed to mount on horseback, 
and follow his standard, with the appellation and 


the h<^ of freebooters, 'Ey these art# "he 
formed an army of twenty-hye thousand Mos¬ 
lem# t a train of battering engines was framed 


for the Hie of s^gEEs; wd the first successful ex- 

.-was inade xfo . orties of Nice and of 
, a safe^nduot to 
dew™ d($arting with tbeir ~i33o. 
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e Siam 
i^.and^ 
,^^...—j, and 
. Constanti- 
yoonger 

;W^;,i^aiyW aai by^he’ sdn of Otb- 

;3BMU) ^ 'be f^l^ued we ‘%bole jprovince or Vibg . 
dom <^;JBitiig^^,as fer as tbe dbores <^the Bos- 

^ / ,3 1 /"'ll • • ' 

; and, the Christian^ con- 


pb(am%&d 


•«s»ed;die and demeaey of a reign, lirbich 
nlllmed ^ l^mitary attachment of tha 'Turks 
of. Asim /-Yet. pndka|i waa coptent with ,the mo¬ 
dest of emir • ^ in 'the list of his com- 
l>ivisionQf^.pe^'-;>dtd. jgnncw of Koutpi of Anatolia his 

the emirs of 

^herna^iBa atid-Cnjtni^Miia, .'each of whom could 
A.o.isoo, biing,,ihto ihe^^fieht j® army of forty thousand 
inen. - Their dominiD^, wae/ffltuate in the heart 
■ of the $eljukian kipg^m;,Jbut the holy warriors, 
though of note, who formed newprinci- 

“ore conspi- 
-'The maritime 
fhe Milder and 
the idfe.of RE^ps^ so loi^^l^Wed and so 


» C»pt»du3ene; t^Tt&tda'^jtherqic flight of 

the ywiW Androfacus (iJ^-Cg,?. hi» slence 

thelw (rftPruaa, Ni^and ^CMi«^,^kh.a)V&ifl]r conies«ed 
by Nioeph'orus Gregdras *5- It appears 

that Nice-tWhs J^e» by,Ordb^:^^^^‘i^,||^ipptt(dia,ia 133 g, 
which are k>me\^«t 4i&rei3|;n9n£< 

** 'Die partition;of the 


tetnportriei, thcGl^ Nj 
Arabian Maakfliiil (De 
ilkewUeithe Jint bo^ of 
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year ;gie Two Turkish 

ehiefti^^ S^haa.^ theit uames 

to their cohq^tB,. a&*^tljeiT eodque^'fo their 
posterity. Tlwt .aiptiTjtys «(■ ruin of the seven 
churches of ^was coi^Buuisiated; and the har- 
Ijarous brds of Ionia ahd-I.ydiA still trample on 
the monuments of clareic arid Christian antiquity. 
In the los^ of Ephesus, the Christians .deplored the 
M of the first angel, the extinction of the first 
candlestick, of the Revelations ^: the desolation 
is complete; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the search of 
the curious traveller. The circus and three stately 
theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves 
and foxes; Sardes is -t^educed to a miserable vil¬ 
lage' the God. of Mahomet, without a rival or a 
son, is invoked in the moschs of Thyatira and 
Pergamiis; and the pjqmlousness of Smyrna is 
supported by the foreign trade of the Franks and 
Armenians. Philadelphia alqne has been saved 
by prophecy, (» cour^. At a distance from 
the sea, forgptten by the emperors, encompassed on 
•all sides by the Tuiks, her valiant citizens 'de¬ 
fended their rtli^on and freedom above four¬ 
score yrars; arid at length captnlflte<l with the 
proudest of the Ottomans. Among the Greek 


^ ^ Pachyiner, 1. wu. <. 13. 

Bee. the TraT^ ^ Wh«let and Spon, of Pococke and Chand¬ 
ler, and more {Hutietdaofy Snarij'ji Survey of the Seven churches of 
Asia, ,p. SO&—J76.TBe more apitiijaanes labour to reconcile 

thu p^uiitw arid cHrnta ofthcamfioM^^-the llevelalioita withtlic 
|*erlj*^it'Wovildlw more prudent to 
. c^sSiiretiy^fdtic^^ to tfail c^Marien an^fvw^ of his own umer 
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CHAll colonies and PJijiad^big is still/ 

.CTcct; a coTumn ilfi'k 

The, jiaths'df ticpW may 

knights of sometimes be the sama^ ^The semtude of Rhodes 
A*^^uio, about twd j^tunes by the establish- 

a'S 523^ the knights of St. John of JeruMem ^ •! 

Jan.’i. ’ under the discipline of the ofder, thatjgland em¬ 
erged into feme and' opulence; the noble and 
warlike monks were renowned by land and sea; 
and the bulwark of Christendom provoked, and 
repelled, the arnas of the Turks and Saracens. • 

First pas- Greeks,, by their intestine divisions, Were 

T?rk3*i^ito authors, of their finil ruin. . During the civil 
Europe, Wars of the dder and younger Andronicus, the 
—1347^^' son of Othman. atchiered, almost without resist¬ 
ance, the conquest of Bithynia •, and ; the same 
disorders encouraged the Turkish emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad¬ 
jacent islands and the seatcoast of Europe. In 
the defence of his^^life and honour, Cantacuzene 
Was tempted to preveiit, or imitate,' his adversa- 
jfes; by calling to his aid theijmhKc enemies of 
his religion aftd country. Amir, the son of Ai-* 
din, concealed under a Turkish garb the humanity 
and politeness of a'Greek; he was united with 
the great domestic by mutual. esteem and reci¬ 
procal services ; and their friendship is com¬ 
pared, in the vain .j^toric of the times, to the 

Consult tlu* ivth book of the Histflirf tie .FOtdre de Malthe, 
par I’Abb^ de Vertot. 'Fhet pleasing Tjrker betraythis ignorance, 
m- supposing that Othman, i fteettoo^ erf tiw Bithynisfl hills, 
could besiege Rhodes bt see awl land-.^ 
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perfect Union of Orestes and Pylades"^ On the 
report of the danger of his friend, who was per¬ 
secuted by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia assembled at Shayrba a fleet of three hun¬ 
dred vessels, ^ith an army of twenty-nine thousand 
'^men ; sailed in the depth of winter, and cast an¬ 
chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chosen band of two thousand Turks, he 
marched along the banks of the river, and rescued 
the empress, who was besieged in Demotica by 
the wild Bulgarians. At that disastrous moment, 
the life or death of his l^loved Cantacuzene was 
concealed by his flight into Servia : but the grate¬ 
ful Irene, impatient to behold her deliverer, in¬ 
vited him to enter the city, and accompanied her 
message with a present of. rich apparel, and an 
hundred horses. By a peculiar strain of delicacy, 
the gentle Barbarian refused, in the absence of an 
unfortunate friend, to visit his wife, or to taste 
the luxuries of the palace; sustained in his tent 
the rigour of the winter; and rejected the hospi¬ 
table gift, that he might share the hardsliips of 
two thousand companions, all as deserving as 
himself of that honoiu and distinction. Necessity 
and revenge might justify his praedatory excur¬ 
sions by sea and land: he left ninp thousand five 
hundred men for the guard of his fleet; and 

« Nicephorus Gregoras has expatiated with pleasure on this 
amiable character (1. xii. 7. xiii. 4. io. xiv. 1. 9- xvi. 6.). Canta- 
cuienc speaks with honour and esteem of his ally (1 in. c. iG, i? 
63, 64.66, 67, 68 . 86 . 89 . 95, 96 -) ; hut' he seems ignorant of his 
owh ^entidiental passion for the Turk, «nd indirectly denies the 
possibility of such unnatural friendship (1. i». c. 40.'). 
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IJcrs^emi s^oh’;,Canta?iizenc, 

till ^ 6 ctitioui 

lettCT, &e of J^^lwneurs of 

his in 4 ^ndent' ^tF()(^rsil% tije Wght of his 
spoil and captive. Ij^he pji& 8 ecut\on of the civil 
war, the prince of twice returned to Eu-> 
; joined his arms Witli tb<»e of the emperor ; 
bmeged Thessalonica, and' threatened' Constan¬ 
tinople. Calumny might affix some reproach on 
Jiis imperfect'aid, his hasty departure, and a bribe 
of ten thousand crovfus, whibh he accepted from 
the Byzantine court; but his friend was satisfied; 
and the conduct of Amir is excused by the more 
sacred duty of defending against the Latins his 
hereditary dominions. The maritime power of 
the Turks had 'united -the pope, the king of Cy¬ 
prus, the republic of Venice, and the order of 
St. John, in a laudable crusade ; their galUes in¬ 
vaded the coast of Ionia; and Amir was slain 
with an. arrow. In the attempt to wrest from the 
Rhodian knights the citadel of SmyrnaBe¬ 
fore . his death, he generously recommended 
another ally of his own nation; not more sincere 
or zealous than himself,- but more able to afford 
a prompt and powerful succour, by his situation 
along the Pro^ntis and in the front of Constan¬ 
tinople. ' By the progpfectuf a more advant^eous 
treaty, the Turkish ^prince of Bithynia was de¬ 
tached from his'engagenients with Anne of Sa¬ 
voy and the pride ot Orphan, dictated the most 

♦8 After the conquestxif Stnjjma by the,Latins, the defence of 
this fortress was imposed by pope Gp^ty^XT; t^e knight# of 
Hbode# VertotrJ. v.i. ‘ " ' " 
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solemn protesmions, that if he couM obtain the chap. 
^®'V§ht€r of Cantacujienej he would invariably t,xiv, 
ftilfil the duties of a subject and a son.' Parental 
tenderness was silenced by the voice of ambition; 
the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Christian princess with a sectary of Mahomet; 
and the hither of Theodora describes, with shatne- 
ful satisfaction, the dishonour of the purple^'. A 
body of Turkish cavalry attended the ambassa¬ 
dors, who disembarked from thirty vessels before 
his camp of Selybria. A stately pavilion was 
erected, in which the empress Irene passed the 
night with her daughters. In the raoruing, 
Theodora ascended a throne, which was sur¬ 
rounded with curtains of silk and gold; the 
troops were under arms; but the emperor alone 
was on horseback. At a signal the curtains were 
suddenly withdrawn, to disclose the bride, or the 
victim, encircled by kneeling eunuchs and hy- 
menaeal torches: the sound of diitos and trum¬ 
pets proclaimed the joyful event; and her pre¬ 
tended happiness was the theme of the nuptial 
song, which was chaunted by such poets as the 
age could produce. Without the rites of the 
church, Theodora was delivered to her barbarous 
lord; but it had been stipulated, that she should 
preserve her religion in the harram of Bursa ; and 

49 See CanUcuzene, 1. iii. c. 95. Nicephorus Gre-.orai, whci, 
for the light of Mount Thabor, brands the aniterorwtlh thenantes 
of tyrant and Herod, excuses, rather than blames, this Turkish 

marriage, and alleges the passion and power of Orchaii, 
xtu Ti, Touf xai' r,in Uifc-txovi.jTvrhih) 

(1. XV. 5.). Ho afterwards celebrates his kingdom and armies. 

Sec his reism in Cantemir, p. 24—30. 
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CHAP. in 

t|iis ,'*ife(ia,taoa. After ViiM peaceful 

eStablisjb^aent ofi the, throtfe^ ef Cfeastantinoplc, 
the Gr^ emperor viaijd l4;l'urkish ally, who 
with four sons, by “i^us mves, expect^ him 
at Scutari, c® the Aaiatie shore. The two princes 
partook,, with seeming cordiality, of the pleasures 
of the banquet and the chace; and Theodora 
was peilnitt^ to repass the Bosphorus, and to 
enjoy some days in the society of her mother. 
But the friendship of Orohan was subservient to 
his religion and interest; and in the Genoese war 
he, joined without a blush the enemies of Can- 
tacuzene. 

Establish- lo the treaty with the empress Anne, the Ot- 
the Ouo- prince had ins^ed a singular condition, 

mans m that it jhould bc lawful for him to sell his nri- 
A43. 1353. sooers at Constantinople, or transport them into 
Asia. A naked crowd qf Christians of both sexes 
and every age, of priests and, monks, of ma¬ 
trons and virgins, was exposed in the public 
market; . the whip was ^equetifly used to quicken 
the charity of redemption; and thp indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were 1^ away to the worst evils of temporal and 
spiritual bondage Cantacuzene was reduced 
to subscribe the same terms; apd their execution 
must have been bstill nmre pernicious to the em¬ 
pire: a body of ten thousand Turits had been 
detached to the assistance of the efflpjtess Anne; 

fmo« livelj and toncise (rictille jJf.this paptivftj’, may be 
in tl^hUtofy of £>«(ias (c. 8.), ^o'-ftirly^deacribei what 

Ooijfcsses with a ^ilty Wi^h r ^ 



OF 'iHE ROMAN EMPIRE. 413 


but the entire forees of Orchan were exerted in cHap. 
the service of his father. Yet these calamities 
were of a transient nature; as soon as tlie storm 
had passed away, the fugitives might return to 
their habitations; an(i at the conclusion of the 
civil and' foreign wars, Europe was completely 
evacuated by the Moslems of Asia. It was in 
his last (Jtiarrel with his pupil that Cantacuzene 
inflicted the deep and deadly wound, which could 
never be healed by his successors, and which is 
poorly expiated by his theological dialogues 
against the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of their 
own history, the modem Turks confound their 
first and their final passage of the Hellespont", 
and describe the son of Orchan as a nocturnal 


robber, who, with eighty companions, explores 
by stratagem an hostile and unknown shore, So- 
liman, at the head of ten thousand liorse, was 
transported in the vessels, and entertained as the 
friend, of the Greek emperor. In the ci\il wars 
of Romania, he performed some service and per¬ 
petrated more mischief;, but the Chersonesus was 
insensibly filled with a Turkish colony; and the 
Byzantine court solicited in vain the restitution 
of the fortresses of Thrace. After some artful 
delays between the Ottoman prince and Ins son, 
their ransom was valued at sixty thousand crowns, 
and the first payment had been made, when an 

M In this passage, and the first conquests in Europe, Cantc.nr 
(p. &c ) "give^^ miserable idea of his Turkish ^,dcs : nor an. 
I much better satisfied with Clwlcondyles (hi p. U, 'c )-^ J 

script, of Nicephorus Gregows. 
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^< 5 es:r %'diSiki^ 4 ;pl^,^ b' 

tli£ Tur^;' and. Gallipoli, t^ Helles 

pont, was rebuilt and by the policy c 

Soliman. The abdication of vCadtacuzene dis 
rolved the feeble bands of domestic alUaqce; an( 
hjs last advice" admonished his countrymen t' 
decline a ^ash contest, and to compare their owi 
weakness with the numbers and valour, the dis 
cipline and enthusiasm, of the Moslems. Hi 
prudent counsels were despised by the headstrong 
\ anity of youth, and soon justified by the victo 
Ottomans. '.; But as he practised ii 
and his field the exercise of the Jerid, Soliman wa; 
^on^Sali- killed by a M from his horse; and the agec 
Orchan wept and expfred on the tomb of hi; 
valiant son. 

Tlie rtigii But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 
pefneZ- enemies; and the Turkish scyme- 

i'jrurathl wielded with the same spirit by Araurath 

A I). i 36 o ifie first, the son of .Orcdian, and the brother oi 
-> 389 . Sohman. By the pale.^d fainting light of the 
Byjsantinfe ajmals 45^ oan discern, that he sub¬ 
dued without resistance the whole province of 
Romania of Thrace, from the Hellespont to 
Mount HsemuS,^ and the verge of the capital; and 
that Adrianople was chosen for the royal seat of 
his government and religion in Europe. Con¬ 
stantinople, whose dedine ki almost coeval, with 

52 After the dorjclu^oii of Cantacuzene an^ Grregoras, there ■fol- 
Iowa,.a dark interval of an hundred yean. Geprge Phranza, Mi- 
Laonicus Chalcoiidyj 4 , alU^rtc-wroie-afler the 
taiii^.irffCciiiatantinopIe. ■ > . - 
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her fouudation, had often, in the lapse of a 
thousand years,, been assaulted by the Barbarians 
of the East and West; but never tiU this fatal 
hour the Greeks been sunounded, both hv 
Asia and Europe, by the arms of the same 
hostile monarchy. Yet the prudence or gene¬ 
rosity of Amurath postponed for a while this easy 
conquest r and his pride was satisfied with the 
frequent and humble attendance of the em¬ 
peror John Pala;ologus and his four sons, who 
followed at his summons the court and camp 
of the Ottoman prince. He marched against 
the Sclavonian nations between the Danube and 
the Adriatic, the Bulgarians, Servians, Bos¬ 
nians, and Albanians; and these warlike tribes, 
who had so often insulted the majesty of the 
empire, were repeatedly broken by his destruc¬ 
tive inroads. Their countries did not abound 
either in gold or silver; nor were their rustic hfim- 
lets and townships enriched by commerce, or 
decorated by the arts of luxurJ^ But tlie natives 
of the soil have been distinguished in every age by 
their hardiness of mind and body; and they were 
converted by a prudent institution into the finnest 
and most faithful supporters of the Ottoman great¬ 
ness The vizir of Amurath reminded Ids sove¬ 
reign that, according to the Mahometan law, he 
was entitled to a fifth part of the spoil and captives ; 
and that the duty might easily be levied, if vigi¬ 
lant officers were stationed at Gallipoli, to watch 


S’ See Cantemir, p. 37—41. with his own large and curious an¬ 
notations. 
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and most bea^fiil of the '0b|iiliam‘yodth. The 
advioe vim followed; 'the ‘proclaimed ; 

many thousands of the Ei^ean capt^Ves were 
educated in religion and ardja; and the new 
militia was consecrated and named by a celebrated 
dervish. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he stretched the -'sleeve of his gown over the head 
of the foremost soldier, and his blessing was 
The Jani- delivCTed in these wotds: “ Let them be called 
varies. „ Jankaiics {Yengi cheri, or new soldiers); may 
“ their countenance be ever bright! their hand 
" victoriotts! their sword keen ! may their spear 
“ always hang over th? heads of their enemies f 
“ and wheresoever they go, may they return with 
a 'white fctce ^r Such was the origin of these 
haughty troops, the terror of the nations, and 
sometimes of the sultans themselves. Their va- 
lou/ has declined, their discipline is relaxed, and 
their tumultuary array is incapable of contend¬ 
ing with the order and weapons of modem tac¬ 
tics ; but at the time, of their in^tution, they 
possessed a decisive supmority in war; since a 
regular body of infantry, in constant exercise and 
pay, was not maintained by any of the princes of 
Christendom. The Janizaries fought with the 
zeal of proselj-tes against their idolatrous coun¬ 
trymen ; and in the battle of Cossova, the lea^e 
and independence of the Sclavonian tribes was 
finally anahed. As conq^aerger walked over 

Snd black face ^ ownmon and poverMal expresjions 
ptjittktt ^ reproach in < 4 * Tnrkiah ' Hie jiigtr e«t, 

hy|!^>W;3Elomtne caveto, was eenttnee. 
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the field, he observed that the ^eatest part of 
Uie slain consisted of beardless youths; and list- 
ened to the Battering reply of his virir, that 
age anaY’isdom would have taught them not to 
oppose his irresistible arms. But the 'sword of 
his Janiaaries could not defend him from the 
dagger of despair; a Sendan soldier started 
from the - crowd of dead bodies, and Amurath 
was pierced in the belly with a mortal wound. 
The grandson of Othman was mild in his temper, 
modest in his apparel, and a lover of learning 
and virtue: but the Moslems were scandalised 
at his absence from public worship; and he v^as 
corrected by the firmness of the mufti, who dared 
to reject his testimony in a civil cause ; a mixture 
of servitude and freedom not unfrequent in Orien¬ 


tal history 

The character of Bajazet, the son and successor 
of Amurath, is strongly expressed in his surname j. 11,1^.",, 
of Ildcrim, or the lightning ; and he might glory 
in an epithet, which was drawn from the fiery Mard, 9. 
energy^ oP his soul and the rapidity of his destruc¬ 
tive march. In the fourteen years of his reign ‘, 
he incessantly moved at the head of his annies, 


M See the life and death of Morad, or Amnrad. I n. CanUnmr 

.3-46) theistbookofChalcondyles, andtheAnnak'S J ur- 

ISwavi... Acco,di„s .0 .no,he, nory. 

Stabbed by a Croat in his tent ; ai.d tins acc.dent was alle 
Busbequins (Epist. i. p. 98.) as an excuse tor the unwor .y p 
caution of pihioning, as it were, between two attendants, am 
bassadofs Ls, when he is introduced to the royal presence. ^ 

cl™TXSs«r.; a..oo.4., ..d 

SIS Th.of «' '•" ■ 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

from Boursa to Adrianople, ftoiti the, Danube 
to the Euphrates; and, though he strenuously 
laboured for the propagation of the law, he in¬ 
vaded, with impartial ambition, the Chrj|stian and 
Mahometan princes of Europe and Asia, From 
Angora to Ainasia and ErzerUum, the- northern 
regions of Anatolia were reduced to his obedience: 
he stripped of their hereditary possessions, his bro¬ 
ther emirs of Ghermian and Caramania, of Aidin 
and Samkhan; and after the conquest of Iconium 
the ancient kingdom of the Seljukians again re¬ 
vived in the Ottoman dynasty. Nor were the 
conquests of . Bajazet less rapid or important in 
Europe. No sooner had he imposed a regular 
form of servitude on the Servians and Bulgarians, 
than he passed the Danube to seOk new enemies 
and new subjects in the heart «f Moldavia*’. 
Whatever yet adhered to the Greek empire in 
Thrace, Macedonia, and Thessaly, acknowledged a 
Turkish master: an obsequious bishop led him 
through the gates of Thermopylse into Greece; 
and we ftiay observe, as a singular fact, that 
the widow of a Spanish' chief, who possessed^ 
the ancient seat of the oracle of Delphi, de¬ 
served his favour by the sacrifice of a beau-, 
teous daughter- The. Turkish communi^tion 


that the conquerors ana poets oi every age iiave,/ru luc uum ui a 
system which derives the sublime from the principle of tqrror. 

5' Cantemir, who celebrates the victories of the great Stephen 
over the Turks (p. 47.), had composed the ancient and modem 
Btjie of his principality of Moldavia, which h^ been long pro- 
Oiised; and is still unpublished. 



OF THE K()MA\ F.MJ’IUE 4VJ 

between Europe and Asia Imd been danoerons <,i\e 
aod doubtful, till he stationed at (iallipoli a fleet 

ofv^ralhes, to coniinand the liellespont and inter- ^ 

_eept the iVitiii succours of Constantinoiile. While 
the nionar.'h indulged his jiassions in a boundless 
range of iiijusticc and cruelty, he imposed on his 
.soldiers the most rigid laws of modestv and absti¬ 
nence ; and the harvest ^vas ])eaccablv reajted and 
sold within the iirccincts of his cani]). rroioked 
by the loose and corrujit administration of jnslice, 
he collected in a house the judges and lawyers of 
his dominions, who expected that in a few mo¬ 
ments the fire would be kindled to reduce them 
to ashes. Ilis ministers trembled in silence : but 
an vLthiopian buffoon presumed to insinuate the 
true cause of the evil; and future r cnality was 
left without excuse, by canuexing an adiapuite sa¬ 
lary to the office of cadhi ' The humble title 
of emir was no longer suitable to the Ottoman 
greatness ; and Bajazet condescended to accept a 
patent of sultan from the caliphs who sened in 
Egypt under the yoke of the Mamaluko ' ; a 
last and frivolous homage that w;:s yielded by 
force to opinion; by the 'rurkish comiueroi.^ to 
the house of Abbas and the Micccs.sor.^ of the ,:\.ra- 
bian prophet. The ambition of the sultan was 
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Schoun.ih, a coBU'iiipnrary byrian (IX Ciuit' i'. Itia. it' s lliiiis, 
tom. IV. |) 33(i.y iKv.troys the tcaimoiiy ..f .Sj.ifl 1 , 11 . .-iili ao-l ( diiii- 
mir (p 14 , I,'’..), of the election of (hhin.iii tr. tii. <lien:ts of iiiltau 
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inflamed by tlie obligation of deserving this au¬ 
gust title: and he turned his anus against the 
kingdom of Hungary, the perpetual theatre.-of 
the Turkish victories and defeats. Sigisi^ond. the 
Hungarian king, was the son and brother of the 
emperors of the West: his cause was thit of Eu¬ 
rope and the church ; and, on the report of his 
danger, the bravest kniglits of France and Ger¬ 
many were eager to march under his .standard and 
that of the cross. In tlie battle of Nicopolis, 15a- 
jazet defeated a confederate army of an hundred 
thousand Christians, wlio had proudly boasted, 
that if the sky should fall, they could uphold it on 
their lances. The far greater part were .slain or 
driven into the Danube ; and Sigismond, escaping 
to Constantinople by the river and the Black 
Sea, returned after a long circuit to his exhausted 
kingdom'"'. In the pride of victory Hlajazot 
threatened that he woidd besiege Buda; that he 
would subdue the adjacent countries of Ger¬ 
many and Italy; and that he would feed his 
horse with a bushel of oats on the altar of St. 
Peter at Rome. His progress was checked, not 
by the miraculous interposition of the apostle, 
not by a crusade of the Christian powers, but 
by a long and painful fit of the gout. The 
. disorders of the moral, are sometimes corrected 
by thofee of the physical, world; and an 
acrimonious humour falling on a single fibre of 

See the Decades Rerutn lluiigaricanim (Doc. iii. 1. ii. p. 37!h) 
ofBonfiiiius, an Italian, who, in the xvth century, was invited into 
Hungary to comirose an ('loquenl history of that kingdom. A’ct, if 
it be extant .and accessible, I shuitld give the preference to some 
homelv ehroniele of the Iniic and connti'y. 
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one man, may prevent or suspend the misery of ( 
nations. ’ j,xi\ 

VSuch is the general idea of tlic Hungarian war ; 
but the idisastrous adventure of tlic Freneli has "'"i 
procured us some memorials wliich illustrate the I'lMiV"' 
victory 4id character of Eajazet"'. d'hc duke 
of llurguudy, sovereign of Flanders, and uuclc ' 


of Charle.s the sixth, yielded to the ardour of his 
son, John count of Xevers; and the fearless 
youth was accompanied by four princes, /its cou¬ 
sins, and those of tlie French monarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the Sire de Coney 
one of the best and oldest captains of Christen¬ 
dom ; but the constable, admii al, and marshal. 


of France commanded an army which did not 
exceed the number of a thousand knights and 
squires. These splendid names were the source 


' * I sliould not Lonipl.iin of the laOonr of Um worl.. it inviii.il'' 
rliil.v were alwjyMk'nvcd from such bookv as iiic rlinniirli nriioru'si 
Froivsard (\oI iv. c. UJ. OQ. 72 74. 7()—SS- .S n ST .'to liu n ad 
litlln, ciKjiiirrd niucli, and believed all Tin- iiriuinal M(iiiii.ri,s 
ot the .M.irecli.il de BiiiicK’.uih (Fame i i.. i add some fji i 

liut ihev are dry' and delicienl, if coiii|iarid uith the pleasam 
sarruliiy iil Fiuissard. 

sa All areurate .\Ieniuir on the tale iil Ifnenenand \ It ''.re de 
Coucy, h.i.s been eneii by the B.irini de /.iirl ml . ii .Hi ' dv 
I’Aeadeinli' des Inscriptions, loin, wv ) Hi'i mb .n a no- . ■ mn 
were ei|ii.dlv coinider.ible m France .ind J .iihLiiiiI . .iinl. o. i ,7.'’, 
he led an army ol aiheiiliiier' iiiio .Switvi ■'land. lo n i 'Ot 1 a 1,- e 
patrimony whu il lie il.nriied 111 rielii 'd lie e r nidmol he., Jie 
dautt;hter of the ein|ieriir vMlierl I it .\ii tiei "miii N 0.1 • 


dans l.t Suisse Oceidentalc, lorn. 1. p I Is— I'.M j 

'That military ollite, so re'pen.ildi it lei-iut. ■.■. . Inl inoii 

conspicuous when it w.ts diudid beiweeii ten p, .. ,t>.iiii(l. 

Hist de la Milire Franyoi e, nnii n p '> ' 'he ol lie e, lie 
matsh.1l of the crusade, was the laiimus Bomicauh, ubo aller- 
wards defended Constantinople, pineuied (.eeo. . mv.aied the 
coast 111 .'Vsi.i, and died in the field I'l A.incmii 
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CHAP, of presumption and the bane of discipline. So 
many might aspire to command, that none .were 
willing to obey; their national spirit despjfiod b^th 
their enemies and their allies; and in tpe persua¬ 
sion that Bajazet xvould fly, or must' fall, they 
began to compute how soon they should visit 
Constantinople and deliver the holy sepulchre. 
When their scouts announced the approach of the 
Turks, the gay and thoughtless youths were at 
table, already heated with wine; they instantly 
clasped their armour, mounted their horses, rode 
full speed to the vanguard, and resented as an 
affront the advice of Sigismond, which would 
have deprived them of the right and honour of 
the foremost attack. The battle of Nicopolis 
would not have been lost, if the French would 
have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians: 
but it might have been gloriously won, had the 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French. 
They dispersed the first line, consisting of the 
troops of Asia; forced a ran^art of stakes, which 
had been planted against the cavalry; broke, after 
a bloody conflict, the Janizaries themselves; and 
were at length overwhelmed by the numerous 
squadrons that issued from the woods, and charged 
on all sides this haiidfiil of intrepid warriors. In 
the speed and secrecy of his march, in the order 
and evolutions of the battle, his enemies felt and 
admired the military talents of Bajazet. They 
accuse his cruelty in the use of victory. After 
reserving the count of Nevers, and four-and- 
twenty lords, whose birth and riches were attested 
by his Latin interpreters, the remainder of the 
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French captives, who liad survived the slaugliter c 
'Cf? tlic day, were led before his tlironc; and, as 
tntjy'jajfused to abjure their faith, wore successively 
Jbeheatled in his presence. The sultan was exas¬ 
perated fcy the loss of his bravest Janizaries; and 
if it be tnie, that, on the eve of the engagement, 
the French had massacred their Turkish pri¬ 
soners''Vthey might impute to themselves the 
consequences of a just relaliation. A knight, 
whose life had been spared, was permitted to re¬ 
turn to Paris, that he might relate the deplorable 
tale, and solicit the ransom of the noble captives. 

In the mean while, the count of Nevers, with the 
princes and barons ol France, were dragged ah^ng 
in the marches of the Turkish camp, exposed as 
a grateful trophy to the Moslems ol Isuropc and 
Asia, and strictly confined at lloursa, as olten as 
Pajazet resided in his capital, 'fhe sultan was 
pressed each day to expiate with their Idoo.l the 
blood of his martyrs; but he had pronounced, 
that they should live, and either for mercy or 
destniction his word was irrevocable. He was 
assured of their value and importance by the 
return of the messenger, and the gifts and inter¬ 
cessions of the kings of France and of 
Lusignan presented him with a gold salt-cellar of 
curious workmanship, and of the price of fou 
thousand ducats; and Charles the si.vt nhspatched • 
by the way of Flungary a cast o 
hLks, and six horse-loads of scarlet cloth, oi 

W For th.s oa.ous fact, A.-Vahe-le ^ 

Anttnyiiif tic ■ 

li. [1 1 lO ) 
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CHAR fine linen of Rheinis, and of Arras tapestry, re- 
LXIV. presenting the battles of the great Alexandei;’. 
After much delay, the effect of distance ^ 
than of art, Bajazet agreed to accept a ransom 
of two hundred thousand ducats for thel count of 
Nevers and the surviving princes and barons : the 
marshal Boucicault, a famous warrior, was of the 
number of the fortunate; but the admiral of 
France had been skin in the battle ; and the con¬ 
stable, with the Sire de Coney, died in the prison 
of Boursa. Tliis heavy demand, which was 
doubled by incidental costs, fell chiefly on the 
duke of Burgundy, or rather on his Flemish 
subjects, who were bound by the feudal laws to 
contribute for the knighthood and captivity of 
the eldest son of their lord. For the faithful dis¬ 
charge of the debt, some merchants of Genoa 
gave security to the amount of five times the 
sum; a lesson to those warlike times, that com¬ 
merce and credit are the links of the society of 
nations. It had been stipulated in the treaty, 
that the French captives should swear never to 
bear arms against the person of their conqueror ; 
but the ungenerous restraint ^vas abolished by 
Bajaaet himself. “ I de.spise,” said he to the 
heir of Burgundy, “ thy oaths and thy arms. 
“ Thou art young, and mayest be ambitious of 
. “ effacing the disgrace or misfortune of thy first 
“ chivalry. Assemble thy powprs, proclaim thy 
“ design, and be assured that Bajazet will rejoice 
“ to meet thee a second time in a field of bat- 
“ tie.” Before then- departure, they were in¬ 
dulged in the freedom and hospitality of the cqj^rt 
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of Boursa. The French princes admired thov chaI' 
xnaguificence of the Ottoman, whose'hunting and RNIV. 
tk;^kmg equipage was composed of seven thou- 
saiulhuntsmeii and seven thousand I'alconcrs. In 
'*?licir prosence, and at his command, tlie belly of 
one of Ins chamberlains was cut? open, on a com¬ 
plaint against him for drinking tlie goat’s milk of 
a poor woman. Tlie .strangers were astoinslied by 
tliis act of justice; but it was tlie justice ol a 
sultan wlio disdains to balance the weight (it 
evidence, or to measure the degrees of guilt. 

After his eufrauchisemeArt from an oppressive 'V\n cm 
guardian, John Palaeologus remamed thirty-six. 
years, the helpless, and, ns it should seem, the 
careless spectator of the public ruinLove, or s--a.I) 
rather lust, was his only vigorous passion; and in 
the embraces of the wives and virgins of the 
city, the Turkish slave forgot the dishonour of 
the emperor of the llovuins. Androiiicu.s. his • 
eldest son, had formed, at Adrianople, an inti¬ 
mate and guilty friendship with Saiize.s, the son 
of Amurath; and the two youths conspired 
against the authority and lives of their iiarcnts. 

The lu'cscucc of Amurath in Europe soon disco- 

63 Sherefedrfili All (Hist, dc Tiniiir Jkc, I. v. c H .1 .dlow;. lE- 
ja^el a round .lumber of li>,000 officer, and scrv.mLs of ibr . hacc. 

A part of hiispods was afterwards di.pliud in .1 Ininimg-mair 1 
ofTimour: 1 . hounds with satin housinf;.; C leopards with eo- 
lars Bet with jewels, 3. (irecian ^.revhonnds, ami 4 do.u, Imm 
Europe, as stron- a. African Hon. (idem, 1. 'i c ^ 

was parttcularly fond of flyin, lus hauks at cram, (( halcon- 

dyles, 1. ii..p. 3."i ) , , Ar 1 

66 For the rciKO. -'f .(uhn Pal.voloKus and Im mn Manm in 

,354 .0 140 .,secDucas.c.tl-r, I'l.rama, 1 

Urn ist and itd hooks of (■|,alcondHc:,. « bo- proper ,suh,et. 
drorMii'd in a sea of episode 
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vercd aud dissipated their rash counsels; and, 
after depriving. Sauzes of his sight, the Ottoman 
threatened his vassal with the treatment of ^^ 
accomplice and an enemy, unless he inflicted a 
similar punishment o^ his own son. Palaeologus 
trembled and obeyed; and a cruel precaution 
involved in the same sentence the childhood and 
innocence of John tlie son of the criminal. But 
the o])cration was so mildly, or so unskilfully, per¬ 
formed, that tlic one retained the sight of an eye, 
and the otlier was afflicted only with the infirmity 
of squinting. Thus excluded from the succes¬ 
sion, the two princes were confined in the tower 
of Anema; and the piety of Manuel, the second 
son of the reigning monarch, was rewarded with 
the gift of the Imperial crown. But at the end 
of two years, the turbulence of the Latins and the 
levity of the Greeks produced a revolution ; and 
the two empcrojrs were buried in the tower from 
whence the two prisoners w’ere exalted to the 
throne. Another period of two years afforded 
Palaeologus and Manuel the means of escape: it 
was contrived by the magic, or subtlety, of a monk, 
who was alternately nametl the angel or the devil: 
they fled to Scutari; their adherents armed in 
their e.ause; and the two Byzantine factions dis¬ 
played the ambition and animosity with which 
Cajsar and Pompey had disputed the empire 
of the world. The Roman world was now 
contracted to a corner of Thrace, between the 
Propontis and the Black Sea, about fifty miles 
in length and thirty in breadth; a space of 
ground not moie extensive than the lesser prin- 
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cijjalities of Germany or Italy, if tlic remains of 
Constantinople had not still represented the wealth , 
aird^opulousness of a kinf^dom. d’o restore the 
public peace, it was found necessary to divide this 
l?%ment of the empire ; and while I’alaeologus and 
Manuel were left in possession of the capital, almost 
all that lay without the walls was ceded to the. 
blind princes, who fixed their residence at llho- 
dosto and Selybria. In the tranquil slumber ot 
royalty, the passions of John Ihdaeologus survived 
his reason and his strength ; he deprived his fa¬ 
vourite and heir of a blooming princess of Tre- 
bizond; and while the feeble emperor laboured 
to consummate his nuptials. Manuel, with an 
hundred of the noblest Greeks, was sent on a 
peremptory summons to the Ottoman portc. flicy 
served,with honour in the wars of Bajazet, but a 
plan of fortifying Constantinople excited his jea¬ 
lousy: he threatened their lives; the new works 
were instantly demolished; and wc shall bestow 
a praise, perhaps above the merit of rakrologus, 
if wc impute this last humiliation as the cause of 

his death. 

The earliest intelligence of that event was eom- 
mvmicated to Manuel, who escaped uitli 
secrecy from the palace of Boursa to 5v/,an- 

tine throne. Bajazet affecte.l a i.roud md, ference 
at the loss of tins valuable pledge ; and vhde he 
pursued his conquests in Europe and Asia, be left 
"he emperor to struggle with lus blnul cousin 
John of Selvbria, who. in eight years of eml « . 

asserted his right of pnmogcinturc. At luig 
the ambition of the vietenous bultan poinUxl 
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the conquest of Constantinople; but he listened 
to the advice of his vizir, who represented, that 
such an entcrprize might unite the powcrj. of 
Christendom in a second and more formidable 
crusade. His epistle to the emperor was con¬ 
ceived in these words: “ By the divine cle- 

“ mency, our invincible scymctar has reduced 
“ to our obedience almost all Asia, with many 
“ and large countries in Europe, excepting only 
“ tlic city of Constantinople; for beyond the 
“ walls thou hast nothing left. Ibcsign that city; 
“ stipulate thy reward; or tremble, for thyself 
“ and thy unhappy people, at the consequences 
“ of a rash refusal.” But his ambassadors were 
instructed to soften their tone, and to propose a 
treaty, which was subscribed with submission and 
gratitude. A truce of ten years was purchased 
by an annual tribute of thirty thousand crowns of 
gold: the Creeks deplored the public toleration 
of the law of IMahomet, and Bajazet enjoyed the 
glory of estahlisliing a Turkish cadhi, and found¬ 
ing a royal mosch in the metropolis of the Eastern 
chutch"h Yet this truce was soon violated by 
the restless sultan : in the cause of the prince of 
Selyhria, the lawful emperor, an army of Otto¬ 
mans again threatened Constantinople; and the 
distress of Manuel implored the protection of the 
king of France. His plaintive embassy obtained 
much pity and some relief; and the conduct of 
the suecoru was entrusted to the marshal Bouci- 


Cantoimr, |i .hi) —Of ihc Greek'', Diicas aloiio (c. 13.Ih) 
acknowledges the 'I'urklsh cadhi at C’oiistaiitinoplc. \ctc\cuDu- 
ca^ dis't'iiihlo'; thf nur^th 
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cault''", whose rclij^ious chivalry was cnrtamcd by 
tl^e desire of revcDoing his ca]>ti^ity on the inti- , 
dcl»*«fc^Hc sailed witli four sliijis of ^\a!■. from 
^if^ncsniortes to the Hellespont; torecd the pas¬ 
sage, which was guarded by serenteen Turkish 
gallics; landed at Constantino]ile a tinpply oi six 
hnndred men at arms and sixteen hundred 
archers; and reviewed them in the adjacent plain, 
without condescending to nnntber or .array the 
multitude of Clreeks. Hy liis presence, tlte block¬ 
ade was raised both by sea and land ; the flying 
stpiadrous of Bajazet were dric en to a nnn e re¬ 
spectful distance; and several castles in h-uro))e 
and Asia were stormed by the em]H'ror and the 
marshal, who fought with eopial valour by each 
others side. But the Ottomans soon returned 
with an increase of numbers; and the intre])id 
Boucicault. after a year’s struggle, resob ed to 
evacuate a country', which coidd no longer aflonl 
eitlier pay or provisions for fiieir soldiers. I lie 
marshal offered to conduct 7»!anucl to the h’rench 
court, where he might solicit in person a supply 
of men and money ; and advised in tlie nu an while, 
that, to extinguish all domestic discord, lie slimild 
leave his blind competitor on the throne. 'Phe 
proposal was embraced: the prince ol Sebd-na 
was introduced to the capital ; and such was the 
prrblic misery', that the lot o, the cxde seeiocd 
more fortunate than that oi the Mwevemu. In¬ 
stead of applauding the success oi his vasvd. the 
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s(^le vras more dosdy fiiyfl 

of war and femi»e. stfA ^ 

prayers and resi^nde. were ^ke ilin’a^8il|t]^ ; 
and tiie sav^e would’jbave deTmired 
in dxe &lal montenl^ he had not been er^rihro^ra 


by aadther wvage Btnwsgar thaji Idriiwlf. By 
did victory .of ^Sl^cur «r ^aittd'ian^ ,|he. fidl of 
Csostantinople was delayed ;|^Ut; Sfiy years ; 
alid>^^is important, ,diwgll {iaocad;{dis|>^.> 
ntaytjnstly introduce the 
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